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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


Tur. proseni \ol\imo is one of a scries of selections from 
the Ihinjal) Go\ eminent leeonls winch ha^c liccn published 
by the Punjab Governmoui The \olumcs constituting tlic 
scriOsS arc — 

Tlie Delhi Pesidency and 

Agency llccords 1807-1857, Volume I. 

The Ludhiana Agcno\ Record'^, 1808-1815, Volume II 

The Political Dianes of the 

Resident at Lahore and his 

•Assistants ... 1816-1819, Volumes 

ITT— V7 

The ^Mutiny Records — Corres- 

pondenee and Repoits . . 1857-1858, Volumes 

ni and VIII each 

in tn 0 Parts. 

It had been intended to issue further i olumes also, dealiii" 
with (a) the records of the Kainal, Ambala and Ludhiana 
Agencies (including the dcsjoatches of Sir D. Ocliterlony, 
Superintendent of Political iUfairs and Agent to the Govei - 
nor-General at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant, 
Captain G Riich), 181G — 1310 ; (6) the lecords of the North- 
West Prontier Agency, 1810 — 1815, and (c) those of the 
Lahore Residency, 1816 — 1819 ; hut it has been found neces- 
sary on financial grounds to postpone the publication of 
these further papers 

The material for the volumes issued has been prepared 
and put through the Press by Mr. A. Raynor, late Registrar 
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat. 

Lahoue . 

December 191b. 
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Tei: ircalics executed uitli f.lic Lahore Earbar after the 
first Sikli AVar provided mi a aha fortlie location of a British, 
gairison at Laliorc until the end of the year IStG, to assist 
in the reconstit ulion of a satisfactory administration. IMajor 
(shortly afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel) U. 31 La^n’cnce 
remained at Lahore as Aircnt to the Governor-General in 
charge of the political relations of the British Goi ernment 
with the Earhav. 

2 This arrangement, continued until the Treaty of 
Bliairowal executed in Lcccmhcr ISdiO, wlicn the Lahore 
Government, in return for the continued scrMce of the 
Biitish gairison, agreed to admit of more direct supervision 
during the minority of the ^laharaja Lieutenant-Colonel 
H. 31. Lawrence uas then made Besident as well as Agent to 
the Governor-General for the North-West Eronticr, and this 
contmued to he the designation of the appointment until 
the 6th 3Iarch 1848, when it was altered to that of 
Besident at Lahore and Chief Commissioner of the Cis- and 
Trans- Sutle] States 

3 Lieutenant-Colonel H. 31 LauTence held the office 
of Agent to the Governor-General, North-West Erontier, 
and Besident at Lahore, from the 1st January to the 30th 
November 1847, when he proceeded on sick leave to Europe 
H.e had been absent at Simla from the 21st of August to the 
I7th of October 1847, during which period 3Ir. J. Lawrence, 
Commissioner and Superintendent of the Trans-Sutlej States, 
acted as Besident and Agent to the Governor-General in 
addition to his other duties. Mr. J. Lawrence took charge 
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agnin on Colonel La-wrence’e departiire and offlomted as 
Eeaident and Agent to the Governor General until relieved, on 
the Oth March 1848 by Sir F Currie under the designation 
oi Besident at Isihore and Chief Commissioner of the OiB 
and Trans Sutle] States Sir F Currie was in charge when 
the second Sihh "War broke out in April 1848 On March 
20th, 1840, the Punjab was annexed and the Government 
passed into tlie hands of the Board of Adnunistration com 
posed of Sir H Lawrence Mr J Lawrence and Mr 0 
Mansel 

4 The work done by the Assistants to the Besident in 
the interval between the Sikh "Wnra and during the progress 
of the aecond SiUi War is the mam subject of this and the 
two succeeding \olumes TIio officers mth whom the 
present volume is ohiofly concerned ore Captain James 
Abbott and Major George St F Lawronee two of the 
older men among the Assistants of the day, the former being 
40 and the latter 43 years of ago in 1847 Captain (after 
wards Sir J omes) Abbott was for a long time connected with 
the Haiara District, the head quarters station of which 
(Ahhottahnd) was called after his name, and died m the year 
1600 Major Lawrence the elder brother of Henry and 
John Laurence experienced many adventures in both the 
Afghan and the Sikh Wars and was Agent to the Governor 
Qoncml m Eajputana during the Mutiny He died in 
18S4 
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1.— Journal of Captain J. Abbott, Oommissioner for the 
settlement of the Punjaub Boundaries, from the 
5th to the 19th April 1846. 

^th Apnl i8^6 . — Arrived at Rac kc puttun on the right or 
northern bank of the Beyass Learn that the Dewan, Adjoodhia 
Pershaud, and the Bukshec, Goor Narain, are encamped at Undora. I 
wrote yesterday to advise them of my movements. 

6th ApiiL — The Lahoie Commissioners above named here last 
night and have just called upon me. They decline any definite answer 
as to the result of their enquiries regarding the limits of Noorpoor ; 
but gave me to understand that the investigation is still afoot. They 
presented me on the part of the Lahore Government with a purse of 
250 Nanuc Shaee rupees, which I have carried to account of Govern- 
ment and they sent food for my establishment and escort. Employed 
this day in collecting information. 

jth Moved to Badpoor five miles down the Beyass. Assem- 

bled all the Native Officers and old inhabitants I could collect and took 
their depositions 

8th Apnl — I again pressed Adjoodhia Pershaud for a distinct 
answer as to his views regarding the boundary hereabouts of Noorpoor 
In reply he called upon me with a native map of Noorpoor just 
constructed informing me that he had heard that Purgunnahs Undora 
and Khirun had at one time belonged to the Kunhiyas, a Sikh 
principality in the Julundhur. He declined prodiicing as yet any 
evidence, and allowed that at present 'the report ‘was a mere rumour. 
I replied that I had already taken the depositions of all the Native 
Officers of Purgunnah Khirun and that it was unanimous in 
contradicting his suggestion that either Khirun or Undora had ever 
been alienated from Noorpoor , that their evidence was strengthened 
by that of all the authorities hitherto tangible of neighbouring 
districts, but that I would patiently investigate any • evidence he could 
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adduM upon the other side. He evaded any dlsUnct answer, but said 
he would abide by my decision. I begged him to perfect his chain of 
evidence and then to give me Intlmatioo 

gth Afnl iSfO—TooV the deposition of Goorbp^, Chowdry of 
Undora, and again examined all the tnocajuddums of Khtmn and several 
old Gosynes. It appeara that Jye Singh, founder of the Kunhiyaa 
exacted tribute from many of the neighbouring pnnclpalltua Including 
Noorpoor in the time of Raja Prithee Singh, that he sometimes 
crossed the Beyass and harried Khirun and Undora In default of 
tbe Noorpoor Inbute , and that diaputea between his aumeendars and 
those of the purgnnnahs aforesaid were frequent owing to the frequent 
change of the course of the Beyasa It appeara also that Mae Sudda 
Kouwr (widow of Goorhuksh Singh) at the head of an army seixtd 
Khirun and held possession a whole year when her troops were driven 
out and the purgunnah was recovered by the Noorpoor Raja aided by 
the Kutfoteh Chief All, however distinctly deny that either Khirun or 
Undora was ever disjoined from the Noorpoor Principality or ever held 
as a farm by the Noorpoor Raja, accordlog to the suggestion of tbe 
Dewio It appeara to me that even had it been proved that Khirun 
and Undora had been possessions of the Kunhiyas, our claim to them 
as dependencies of the Julondhur would sliil be valid, the Kunhiyas 
being a principality of that Dooab, of which the seat of (Sovemment 
was at Hajepoor 

iitk vfpri/ —Marched to Undora The Dewan again sent my 
estaUishmenu a Ziafut and to me a purse of 350 Nanuc Share rupees 
which I passed to account of Government. I remonstrated against this 
needless expense and Insisted that It abouid not be repeated 

Toot the evidence of tbe Taipoora Chowdry and others to the 
effect above described There docs not appear to exist a doubt as to 
these facts. This bring a day of pilgrimage and lustration I could 
procure little evidence. 

rrtt April —{Saaiify 

/yrt^fM-CompIeted the attainable evidence upon the question 
under eonsiderallon and toot that of several tumeendars «,d others 
ss to the western boundary of Noorpoor TbU seem, without contro. 
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vcrsy to have been, in the icicn of I 5 u Singh, ihc Iasi Noorpooi Raja, 

ihc bed of ihc loncnl Cliaunj excluding the 27 \illagcs 

(so-called) of McCi thill .and Nungul and ihc^c of Guiiot.a, 12 in niimbci, 
all l]>ing wilhin the plcxu'- of the ChuUki 

I ;!l, Apu! iSpi'i — Matched to Mccilhul in the folk of the Chukki 
nul Chaun) Made picpaialiou'' foi \.\\c lotiah Inoidu of ihoac poi lions 
of the boundai) which, owing to the shifting of the touent, pass 
thiough jiloughcd fields Gcnciallj, the toricnt itself, although now 
drj,, forms In its bed of tock a distinct hunt. The channel is licrc half 
a mile wide and the basin of the touent double that mcasuicmenl; it 
emerges fiom the hills on the north-east and falls into tlir Rejass about 
two miles eastward of the mouth of the Chukki. It is a \ciy impcifcct 
and inconxcnicnt frontier boundary, uinning almost dry, even during 
the rams, in the com sc of an hour oi two and being easily passable 
at all othci seasons. Mccrthul is a lagliir, \ allied at SjOOO rupees 
of } early ic\cniie. It is high, health} and one of the coolest sites 
hcicabouls bcncniing by the widely scatlcicd waters of the Beyass. 
It h.as a Gurliec of mud upon an eminence T he Jnghirdar, Alum 
Singh, IS St} led \ U77icr, being son of the Vu77iei of Kolcla, wdio 
rcccned this estate as an cquiv.alcnl for the surrender of that fort to 
Runject Singh The basin of the Chukki near its mouth is about 
tw’o miles wdde. The channel is half a mile, the stream at piesent no 
more than 40 yards, and ankle deep It would form a good boundary 
to our territory in this quarter. 

75//1 April . — Took further depositions respecting the boundary 
hereabouts to the same effect as the preceding Despatched a Moonshce 
m company wutli one from tlie Dewan to erect temporary iodahs upon 
the boundary, wuth a view to its survey. 

i 6 (li Apnl.— SetthuQ the direction of the boundary and taking 
evidence as to its progress after quilting the torrent Cliaunj. It appears 
that it then crosses over to the Chukki through arable land. 

ijlh Apt il —-My intention of marching to-day was frustrated by 
the arrears of survey work, partly delay by the iodah bundle and 
partly by our having here a double line The Dewan sent me a mason 
to erect permanent boundary pillars, but I ordered the zumeendars not 
to do so without further and special instructions from me * 
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l8lh Apnl i8f6 -Msrched to Jhundree, where the bouBdarylcate* 
torrent’s bed and strikes through adtivated land Took tether 
■•ns of the numeendars on either side and sent the Moonahees to 
erect todabi The Chaun] iasnes from iow hills at Mulote, a mile further 
north. Took a series of beanngs from these heights Five small canals 
or runneU are here led out of the ChaonJ- three through Uodora of 
Noorpoor and two through NunguL They entirely drain the torrent. 

/pt/i Apnl — Although this ia Sunday I am obliged to take the 
evidence of the zumeendars here assembled that they be not needlessly 
harassed. This engaged me the whole day 


J ABBOTT CAFiAts, 
Commtsstotier, Frontin' SrUlentenls, Ptmjattb 


2.— JotmiEtl of Captain James Abbott, OommlsBloner for 
the adjustment of the Frontier, Pnnjanb, from 
the a2nd April to the 7th May 184&-{Part Snd). 

3jmt Apnl 1846 — Marched by the boundary pHlars set up to define 
the Noorpoor Estates A worse boundary cannot be imagined, its course 
the most irregular and its features the mere divisions of ploughed fields 
or Imaginary lines through waste land across the drainage of the country 
to the Chukki The Dewan Adjoodhlu Pershaud sent me again, on part 
of the Lahore Government, a purse of 380 rupees and a supply of food 
for the establishment. I found it impossible to reject it without giving 
offence. Carried it to account of Government after deducting 10 
rupees given as a present to the Moonsbee who bore it 

ijrd rf/rff.— Visited the castle of Pathankot, the strength of which 
had been greaUy exaggerated to me. It Is bufit upon rising ground 
eastward of and touching the town. The area is therefore almost fified 
with solid earth and the wails within affbrd no seraies nor stables by 
. their vaulted ramparts They are of kueha mortar, of the age of Shah 
jehan, and too thin to admit of freely traversing or having guns placed 
upon the towers They are much worn by Ume and the elements The 
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City gives cover to their foot and on the north is a table eminence as 
high as the site within. Its only ditch on the town side is almost effaced 
and the gateway is not so strongly defended as in most forts of India. 
Swivel guns, 9- and 6-pounders, might be made to play from the tower 
with a little contrivance. But I found none within, and the extent of the 
garrison is a small thanna. The centre of the enclosure, which is the 
highest ground, is occupied by a square tower of four storeys, the 
interior of which consists of a court for men and a second for women, 
having apartments and verandahs all around and a small well in the 
inner court The gateway is a high tower containing a few small but 
airy rooms. The site is salubrious, and were the central tower repaired 
it would afford good ban*acks for perhaps a company of Sipahis. It is 
one of those castles which could not keep a British force out many 
hours, but might prove a nuisance upon our immediate frontier by 
encouraging robbeis in their malpractices under the shelter of its 
supposed strength. It commands the only carriage road from the 
Julundhur to Noorpoor. The country around is an amphitheatre 
of the richest cultivation, profusely watered by sluices from the 
Chukki and girdled by masses of dark mountain topped by the snowy 
range 

2jrd, 24.lh, 2Sth, 26th April 18^6 — Engaged in taking the evi- 
dence of the zumeendars of Pathankot, Shoojanpoor and Shahpoor 
as to their respective boundanes now and in times past. It appears 
from concurrent testimony that m the reign of Aurungzebe, the 
younger brother of the Noorpoor Raja turning Muhummedan received 
from the Emperor as a separate possession all the lands of Noorpoor 
westward of the Chukki river, and then designated Shahpoor. The 
Rajas of Shahpoor were for distinction termed Pythaneas Qusbah 
Pathankot, however, which lies within the Shahpoor boundary had long 
been appropnated by the Emperors as a thanna, for which its 
position well fits it, and Shah Jehan built the castle there On the rise 
of the Kunhiya family, large portions of Shahpoor were seized by them 
and Shoojanpoor was consti ucted out of these fragments When Prithee 
Singh succeeded to the principality of Noorpoor he took occasion, 
of the death of the Shahpoor Raja, to re-annex as much of his ancestral 
possessions, as the rise of other States had left to Shahpoor, and he 
bequeathed these with Noorpoor as a single principality to his son, Bir 



9 JOVR^AIS OT CAPTAIN J AP'BOTT iBif> 

Stngfa. TTiey rcmiined Ms unit* he was Bclzed hy the late Maharaja 
Runjeet Singh awl the pnoopality was annihilated 

The boundary therefore of Noorpoor, after running about 8 mHes 
up the Chukki, crosses that river between Hara of Shahpoor and Traid 
Doougul of Pathankot and by a most irregular tod undefined rigxBg of 
13 nnles rtma acrota to the Ravi at Shahpoor Khas. The three purgun 
naha of Lukhmpoor, Chundgiran and Teh belongmg to Shahpoct he 
along the Raw a right bank further down its course- The highest 
estimate of the nett revcaoe of these is 17,000 rupeca. 

This boundary ia maiufeatly inconvenient, hot it will be difficult to 
improve it, cm account of the superior value of the lands of Pathankot 
and Soa3hanpoor, which it would be oecessaiy to include to get a nJore 
suitable line. Pathankot alone has a nett revenue of 17,090 rupees 
which added to the land It seems necessary to include of Nungu), 
Gurrota and Ucerthul, valued at 8poo rupees^ gives 25^090 rupees 
worth of land to be purchased by equivalents. 

271k Apnt Hawng been obliged to work very bard all 

yesterday (Sanday) that the anmeendars in attendance might not longer 
be detuned frotn their homes, I gave the esiabllshaait tbta day the 
benefit of the Sabbath 

28ili Apnh — ‘Rcccivod iavtrucUons from Jlfajor Lawrence, Goveraor- 
Gcncrals Agent, to meet him at Deenoanoggur 

iinrfjo/A Attending the Govemor-Gtncral’a Agent at 

Deennanuggur 

isi vl/iry.“Retamed to Pathaabot. Employed in making enquiries 
during the day and In plotting the sketch map. By direction of Major 
Lawrence sent two companies of the Sikh Regiment here encamped to 
assist Captam Sounder s Detaebnient in guarding the treofure from 
Jaramoo, In the afternoon rode over the country in search of a suit 
able feature for a boundary hot Found a dry torrent’s bed which 
runs diagonally across the space between the Ravi and Chokkt rivers. 
Joining the canal at about three miles from Its contact with the Chukki 
I fear it may enclose loo large alrictof land. TTic survey wort fs 
very much in aireare European* cannot do much in this weather 
I cannot suffer (hem to .leep in the village far from camp m the 
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present state of things, and the journey to and from their work occupies 
much time and labor. Sent out a Moonshee for intelligence. 

2nd May — Sent Lieutenant Young, who for some days has 
been laid up with an ulcerated leg, to Noorpoor for medical advice. 
Employed in collecting the jumma bundles of Pathankot. 

^id May — (Sunday) 

jih May . — Marched to Shoojanpoor thiee koss and encamped on the 
Shah Nehr or Hussilli, a lapid and beautiful stream which runs almost 
due south from the Ravi until it touches the Chukki and then turns 
south-west through Deennanuggur There is a small Baradurne here 
in a shady spot one mile from the next town of Shoojanpoor The 
lands are rich and well watered. 1 he water of the canal even at this 
season is cold The canal would have formed a desirable continuation 
to the Chukki as our boundary, had not the included lands been too 
rich to find an equivalent amongst those of ours which are disposable. 
It IS my present endeavour to discover some water-course or other 
feature, by which the vague line of frontier between Shahpoor and 
Shoojanpoor may be avoided. I have collected as much evidence 
as possible, but must visit the whole of the lands hereabouts ere I can 
feel confident in any decision Lieutenant Robinson is to-day laid up 
with a bilious attack so that the survey is at a pause 

5//1 May — Traced up to their issue from the hills the more con- 
siderable of two stony water-courses out until ham I have great 
hope that this may prove a suitable boundary as it rises on the bounds 
of Qusbah Shahpoor and runs into the canal below Shoojanpoor. 
Lieutenant Lake joined me to-day from Noorpoor. 

6 th May — Took the evidence of all the zumeendars whose lands 
adjoin the water-course surveyed yesterday It generally forms the 
boundary between Shoojanpoor and Pathankot, but would shut in 
some of the former villages Surveyed the canal up to its rise from 
the Ravi, the bed of which is very deep and wide, the river trickling 
through it in two or three seeming rills The canal lushes boiling out 
with the force of a torrent and appears to swallow up nearly the whole 
of the Ravi’s water Lieutenant Robinson is still unwell. Lieutenant 
Young, who has returned from Noorpoor, is still unfit for duty and my 
work pioceeds under eveiy disadvantage 
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pJ.Has 1346—1 found that the water-course I have been Burvcy- 
Ing cannot be made answerable for a boundary on account of the great 
Client and -value of the additional area enclosed by It for which we can 
offer no cquivalcnu Took the accounts of many mmccndarB and 
others as to the existence of any suitable ravine or water-course but 
without finding anj clue. Another Moooshec or Kardar on the part of 
Maharija Goolab Singh waited upon me to-day fhe great distance of 
the boundary from anj village v/h\c\i can supply roy camp is 'fwry 
mcon\i,nicnt at this ecason even water Is scarce in the villages 
ibcrcabouis- I have laid a dak which 1 trust wiU enable toc thoroughly 
10 examine the whole line of boundary 


Siiooj\^pooR J ABBOTT, CATTAiit 

Sth l/rty iS ^6 J Commtsstoutr^ Frontier SeUlements Punjaub 


3,— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Oomxnis- 
Bloner, from the 1st to iUe iTtJi May 1846 

1st J/rtr iS ^6 — 'Rcturoed to Patbankot from Deennanuggur Em 
plowed dunng the rest of the day m making enquiries as to tlie local 
diYisious and geographic features of ihc country By dirccUon of the 
Gcrtcmor Generals Agent caused two companies of the Sikh Regiment 
here encamped to be placed under the orders of the British Officer 
Comminding the Treasure Fscort, dunng his continuance m the Sikh 
temtory In the c\cning rode across the country with compass and 
pcrombulaiot and discovered c\ stony rovinc, three miles northward 
V hich joins the canal at Dhadoor Lari and may possibly prove con 
tcnlcnt os a boundary Unc. The survey is so backward for want of 
Inslruroenis and native survejora (Utile at this season being possible 
to Europeans) that I am much impeded in my arrangement* and derive 
little help from the suncy Lieutenant Young raorcoter Is laid, up 
with a sore leg and must be *cnt lo Noorpoor for medical advdec. 

.rtrf ifa> — Cohtcting information as to the juramas of the I athun 
kot Milage^ a matter not easy whtre the collections nrc m-idc .n kind 
nnd no records arc ob»nlnal Ic 
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j)d May 18^6. — (Sunday) — Lieutenant Young returned from 
Noorpoor But his leg is too much inflamed to allow him to use it for 
many days to come. 

ph May , — Marched to the Baradurne at Shoojanpoor, four miles. 
The canal, a veiy lapid stream about 30 feet wide and of veiy vaiious 
depth, passes under the Baraduine at mid-course for the Chukki, which 
It onginally joined The watei has, however, been diveited from this 
termination in the direction of Deennanuggur, the work I believe of the 
Emperors, as the original canal was of the Rajpontras. Engaged in 
enquiries relative to the villages on the banks of the canal and those 
bordering the ravine lately discovered This lavine is geneially a 
boundary to villages and almost to the two purgunnahs of Pathankot 
and Shoojanpoor But the canal almost invariably divides villages ; 
so that it were an inconvenient boundary line even did it not enclose 

20.000 rupees worth more land than we have the means of paying 
foi. 

yth May — Rode up the larger of the ravines to its commence- 
ment in the hills Returned at ii^ a.m It is a distinct featuie, but 
does not always follow the line of the purgunnah 01 village bounds 
The deviation, howevei, would not be a sufficient objection to it, should 
it not prove to enclose too much land. Its source is contiguous to the 
boundary of Qusbah Shah poor upon the Ravi Lieutenant Lake joined 
me this morning Instructed the zumeendars of villages on eithei side 
the ravine to attend me to-moriow to give particulars of their bounds 
A single native surveyor would save me much vexatious delay and 
difficulty But tho’ I have written to all, who may possibly assist me, 
to procure such a person, I am not yet provided 

6lh May — Engaged fiom morning till evening in taking the testi- 
mony of the zumeendars bordering the ravine I fear that it will 
not be possible to make it our boundaiy, for it encloses rather more 
than the entire purgunnah of Pathankot, and this without Jaghiis is 
valued at 17,090 rupees yeaily rent; whereas after paying 8,000 
rupees for the lands we have enclosed by the Chukki, there are only 

9.000 rupees worth of lands left beyond the Ravi to. give in exchange 
Even the smaller ravine, which encloses less land, takes in more, I fear 
than can be paid for, and is otherwise awkward as constituting m no 
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part a local division and a* commencing at a considerable distance from 
the Ravi (about eight miles) The survey of thU tract not being half 
dnishcd I must at once proceed to the spot and ascertain whether any 
feature exists of which advantage can be taken The difficulty at this 
season is owing to the want of water and supplies In the villages 

7//j i/dy Sent out a tent for the above purpose and 

examined all the luractndars bordcnng the Durrungh ravine Their 
testimony conhrm* my previous intelligence. Took the Jummas of 
Shoojanpoor and compared the estimate with that given by the rumeen 
data. The villages of Shooianpoor, eastward of the canal poy a yearly 
rent of about 1 2 000 rupees, 

8 th May — Rode out to Hara and from thence along the whole 
course of the boimdory between the Shahpoor villages and those of 
Pathankot and Shoojanpoor The line crosses ravines and fields without 
reference to any geographic feature eventually emerging into the plain 
at Jhundrah It crosses seven or eight large torrenta There seems to 
exist no question as to its course but it is defined by no visible line 
By buikliog boundary pyramids upon this line, it would remain undis* 
puted although no map would define it 

gth May — Visited a mountain ridg«, of which I had asceruined 
the existence connecting the rivers Ravi and Chukkl Found it a 
lofty and preciplUiua ndge unoccupied by fields or habitations and 
forming the boundary between purgunoahs north and south of ib The 
villages of Shahpoor which wc sboold gi\t up were this made the 
boundary have a yearly rent of 9 509 rupees, or about i 509 more 
than the villages wc have token with Meerlhul This would leave 
17000 rupees worth of villages beyond the Ravi, exchangeable for 
Chumba or any other possessions we might deem requisite for our 
frontier The Nnllagcs beyond the Rnvi at our disposal being Hill 
States, should naturally if exchanged, fall to Raja Goolab Singh. 
Received yesterday a letter from Major Lawrence directing me to 
repair to kangra returned therefore to Shoojanpoor Tlic castle of 
Sbshpoof occupies the \'crBc of acUIT of pudding stone about 150 
feet high washed by the Ravi U has no wails on the riverside. The 
other three sides consist of walls of tolerable height flanked by lowers, 
of wiich several tire solid, as batteries for each * iIdcIc gun The 
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form IS an oblong Inland the counlrjf is tolerably level, but the 
town at no great distance stands on highci giound It is strongci 
than Pathankot and would enable an outpost to defend itself against 
any iiiegulai attack, but is a mcic castle and was built by tlie first 
Raja of Shahpooi foi his residence. Iheie is a long baiiack of two 
storeys neai the piccipice which would shcltci a compau}' of Euio- 
peans 01 Natives '1 he walls aie of stone and moitar The body of 
water in the Ravi is not, 1 think, gi eater than that in the Bey ass, 
but the velocity of the Ravi is inoic than double that of the Bejmss 
and its water is extremely cold Soon after leaving the mountains 
at Shahpoor it divides into many small sti earns, one of which supplies 
the canal. 

lolh i\Iay iS^6 — Marched to Doomtul and encamped there 

iith May . — Matched to Undora. We had been mfoimed that the 
Artillery weie crossing at this place, but find that they are at Rae 
ke puttun. Wrote to the Officer Commanding Aitillei}' asking whethei 
the company' of Sappeis could be of use, supposing that a budge of 
boats was under construction 

I2lh May — Marched to Bandpoor. 

Ijlh May . — Marched to Rae ke puttun and, finding that no budge 
was to be constructed, camped at Jukhui at the mouth of the pass with 
the view to precede the Artillery and prepare the passes for its passage. 

May. Commenced the ascent of the torrent’s bed, which 
the first five miles is open, smooth and of easy acclivity, but afterwaids 
very rugged and intricate for about two miles, winding thiough cliffs of 
sandstone and pudding-stone I found it uttei ly impi acticable to Artillery 
in draught, the rocks projecting so as to render necessaiy those nice 
and abrupt turns which are impossible to guns dragged with difficulty 
up an ascent as the guns were expected on the third day, no time 
was to be lost, so I halted the Sappers and set them to work on the 
spot for about six hours. 

lyik yl/ny.— Resumed work in the pass at 3 a m and continued 
It until noon Being this day better provided with tools and above 
all with gunpowder, we effected much in removing or shattering 
rocks and rounding off impassable edges of cliffs and whilst at work 
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Lieutenant Drummond of Engineers who bad most promptly answered 
my demand for aid, arrived wi* another Sapper Company and 
resumed the work which we were obliged to quit after midday 

i6lh May 184.6 — At work again In the pass at i o’clock a.m but a 
less dangerous road over the summit of the first ascent, I cannot speak 
in loo high terras of the zeal and ingenuity of Lieutenant Robinson 
of Engineers cod the Sappers of the 3rd Company Lieutenant Young 
also set an excellent example The work wa» very severe owing to the 
breMty of the inter%al we could command and the want of levers, 
or a autficvent number of mining tools, rendered it necessary to shatter 
man) of the rocks wilii sledge hammers At daybreak this morning 
the pass nas practicable to battering guns and the first 9-poundcr of 
the Jallalahad hicld Battery had passed through all the intricacies of 
the defile m spite of tlie vrrclchcd nding of the natives who rode its 
fine hones The 24 pounder Howitzer in rounding a dangerous comer 
at an intemperate pace rolled over with its hones into the ravine No 
h\C3 were lost. 1 act to work at this spot to hollow out more of the 
rocky cliff for although there were fle\cnil feet of spore room, it is 
impossible aina)s to make riders or dnvcTB prudent and I was anxious 
to have a more open road for the siege ordnance. At ii 0 clock the 
Sappers wore utterly cKhausted, having been at work 10 hours I 
therefore applied to the Officer Commanding a Detachment of Sipahia 
for a working part) He placed one at my disposal but not a Sipalil 
would touch either axe or They even suffered me to work 

with m) own handi, upon Uic chff with the utmost indiffcri.ucc« I called 
to the SoohaUdar commanding the party to act his men to work 
l le replied that his bipahis would do anything else in the world but that 
sucli work t\as degrading to a blpalil 1 desired him to remain at home 
with the womm and not presume to come omongst men Tlic poor 
exhausted happen tried to insist upon relieving me but 1 sent them 
to tficir camp and continued to work for some lime In front of the 
bipalilx without tfitlr e\lntlng any disposition to do their duly M) 
chupra si wished to take the axe But I told him be was not a 
sf Idler and that none but soldiers should share in this labor that 
iltli was the firht pamllcl to the attack of Kangni and the first 
opportunit) of di^ph)ing manhood On this the second Soobahdar, 
JuDgll Khan took up an axe and joined me and all the Slpahls 



JOURNALS 01 ' CAPTAIN J ABBOTT, 1S46 


15 


followed his example in succession I told them I now peiceived 
them to be -'Oldicis and not soldicis’ wives Finally, the fust booboli- 
dai was so ashamed of himself that he also look an a^e ami 'ouicd 
uS ^ iiuw piaised and eULOUiaged Lhem, and the woik as eonp Ix'i-d 
b3f I o’clock, in guou lime foi the fiist siege gUii i have bruulcd 
this cncumstancc, because I have long anxiously watched the piogtess 
of indulgence in the Native Aimy tending, I think, at eveiy step to 
lendei the Sipahi less haid}^ less useful and less manageable than 
heretofoie Weie the constiuction of field w^oiks pait of the yeaily 
exercise of the soldici, such effcimnatc sciuplcs as the above would 
ncvei possess him The haidihood and gallantly wdiich has ever 
so especially distinguished the Native Sappei is an undoubted pi oof 
that his spiiit undeigocs no lebuff fiom the exeicisc of this soldieily 
duty I must add that a 3'oung officer of the coips who came up whilst 
the paity w'ere wot king incited them b}' his peisonal example The fiist 
1 8-pounder being wuthout elephant shafts was diagged thiough the 
pass with the utmost difficulty The fine elephant which pushed 
the ivheel, having no fiontlet, wms much sciatched and cut by its 
exertions It leached the fiist summit when night had closed in I 
then returned to my camp 

ijth May 184.6 — Eaily this morning two parlies of Sappers 
under Lieutenants Robinson and Young recommenced ivork, the one to 
soften the angles of the pass, the other to reconstruct a bridge burnt 
during the night by the combustion of the jungle The remaindei of the 
siege ordnance came through with comparative ease, the 1 8-pounders 
being perfectly manageable with elephant shafts and much having 
been effected by Lieutenant Robinson in the early moining 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundary Commissioner, 

4 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Commis- 
sioner, from the 18th to the 31st May 1846 

i8th May 1846 — Marched to Lunj, 16 miles in the basin of the Guj 
river or torrent. The road had been cleared by Lieutenants Drummond 
and Dyas of the laiger boulders (the principal obstruction) to within 2^ 
miles of Lunj and was completed to Lunj by evening It crosses 
and recrofeses the torrent at every quarter mile in 2^ feet water, with a 
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bed of boulders that form a most hea\7 pavement for wheels on the 
ascent and arc most trying to the feet of cattle espcaally of those which 
arc shod. The boulders become larger and more pleatlfol as we pro- 
gress, and huge masses of granitic rock begin to appear as obstacles. 

iglh May 1846 — Received {nstructioos to hasten to Kangra with 
one Engineer Officer and ten Sappers Left Lieutenant Robinson with 
his company in the pass and pressed on to Kangra. Found Mr Potter 
at work In the pass with 350 coolies- He seems to be exerting himself 
xealonily The pass becomes more savage and intneate The rocks 
can be removed only by blasting and m some places are so large and 
80 numerous that it Is found easier to fill up their interstices with 
lajcrs of boulders and earth thus building a causeway over them 
This lasts about four ralles farther when I took a ravine which Mr 
Potter supposed to be the gun road but which the Engmeers with 
good judgment avoided as although slraighter and smoother than 
Uie bed of the Guj it climbs over a needless ascent of about 250 
feet Reached Kangra at i pm and was placed at the disposal of 
Brigadier Smith for Engineer dudes. 

20//1 — May — Employed In reconnoitring K6l Kangra is a 
long ridge of rock and upwards of a mile in length by an average 
breadth of 120 yards. The rivera Ban Gunga and Bunnair, meeting 
after an almost parallel course through deep and wide chasms, give it a 
peninsular form and its neck U almost severed by ravines on other 
side. The rock which is padding stone, presents inaccessible diSs 
almost continuously throughout Its circuit, but at the postern on the 
south-west these arc softened into an abrupt dechvity The north 
cm portion of this ridge rises high above tbc rest giving site to the 
palace and the principal works of the fortress These consist of a higher 
and a lower line of battlements and towers, with a long screen for the 
road into the fortress, tbc two lower works being upon rock of such 
stiff acclivity as to be generally inaccessible to the human foot Five 
gales guarded wltli towers must be forced to enter the first enclosure 
and the further access to the palace is impeded by one strong gate 
and several of inferior solidltj The second, which Is the pnndpal 
line of defence is a precipitous rock of about 20 feel faced vrith squared 
stone masonry of more than dgbt feel thickness the stones bdng 
often crarnped together with non This fadog becomes a baillcmcnt to 



JOURNALS OF C API AIN J ABBOTT, iS^b 17 

about five feet above the rock The rest of the aiea of the palace 
IS guarded by a single and less solid circle of wall and tower cresting 
the precipice But on the north-east the cliffs are so formidable 
that no battlements have been added The town of Kangra, built upon 
the same ridge, northward of the fort, is separated from it by the 
eastern disconnecting ravine, prolonged by human labour m the form 
of a considerable ditch to the corresponding ravine on the west The 
site of the town affords ground for batteries and cover to within 
250 yards The cliffs opposite the postern offer a commanding position 
of about the same distance, and a spur of land on the north-west 
enfilades the pnncipal defences on the town side at 600 yards of 
distance I from the first considered the postern as the most assailable 
point, and .was honored with the command of the Irregular Force 
destined for its attack I conceived that a dozen good guns in position 
on the opposite cliff would speedily render the single line of works 
untenable The gun road thither, though difficult, could soon be made 
practicable The direct approach without passing under the battlements 
seemed to me tolerably accessible The battlements were,, evidently 
fai less solid than those on the town side. Our position commanded 
the whole interior on that side owing to the slope of the fortified hill 
toward us Once within this wall, there was a thick jungle of trees 
giving cover to the very foot of the palace, which a bag of gunpowder 
would instantly demolish, and the quantity of wall to be brought 
down to win an entrance at the postern was comparatively trifling. 
Whilst proceeding to my new post the garrison came out without 
their arms upon assurance of mercy Their number was veiy small 
and that of their women and children almost equalled it No one could 
regret having been saved a victory over such unequal numbers and the 
bloodshedding of so many defenceless beings We found the postern 
weaker than even my anticipation A vaulted passage whose top is 
a wide causeway leads down to the river Bunnair Parallel with 
it southward is a steep but practicable footpath defended from stones 
by the tiunk of a peepul tree The towers above are cracked and 
rickety and the slopes we purposed to clamber over at the battered 
necks quite practicable 

J ABBOTT, CAPTAI^, 

Boundary Comnitsswiiet 
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6 —Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Oommifl 
sloner from the 1st to the 15th June 1846, 

jsi Junt 1846 — Started on my return to my duties vid Noorpoor 
Camped at RIlloo the head of a small principality, long since absorbed 
In Chumba. Put up In a shed or dhunnsala. The first four miles of road 
are good being that prepared for the siege train. After descending into 
the Guj nver by the excellent gun road, it became a mere footpath 
coursing throngh rice terraces, then crossing several ravines of consld 
crable depth and difHcully but all reducible to suit wheeled carriages 

The Shah Rah I find, docs not pass through Rilloo but about 
2^ miles south of it RUloo Is a large village. Its castle stands upon 
a woody hill about 200 feet above it It Is commanded within Field 
Gun range by perfectly accessible ground- It is a small but very 
massive building of five towers, one of which is solid and will bear a 
gun The walls are of stone and mortar five feet thick The interior is 
divided Into three tiers of galleries open to the court It has three consid 
arable cisterns, filled mth water earned up from a neighbouring well 
The two guns once here have been removed. The sole entrance is a 
square bole 10 the nertbem curtain about six feet from the earth 
and ascended by a removable Ladder It has no ditch The structure 
Is new — a mere castle, though of solid material 

2nd Jhm — RDIoa — The baggage not having reached Rilloo by 
night owing to the road a halt Is inevitable- Mr Hardlnge, Private 
Secretary to the Right Honhlc the Governor-General, accompanied 
by Dr Walker, arrived jesterday from Cashmere 

jrdjune —Marched early this morning and put up at the travel 
leris bungalow In the town of KoUa. The road which all natives had 
described as so excellent proves to be barely practicable to camels and 
not to ours at all in their weakly condition It is a succession of 
chasm* and rugged ravines mostly cut Into steps and pa\ed at great 
expense. These steps could m most cases be softened Into ramps 
for guns. But the toll must alwa^'S be great An easier road avoids 
TUIoknath by passing through Jangul Bug RuJjol and Dhuddoon It 
nccxls repair On the road I saw growing In the same woods the oak, 
the pear, the saymul or cotton tree, the mango and goollur Rasp- 
berries, pmk and yellow, were ripening In the hedges \et wc ba\e 
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descended consideiabl} Aoni Rdloo, winch is al llic very base of the 
snowy chain The camels being unable to come on loaded, I have 
procured with difficult}' a few coolies and sent them back for the 
baggage 

and jlh Jane iS^ 6 , — The baggage is slow'ly passing, upon 
coolies, tins most difiicult road, a guaid having been sent to Jontai to 
receive it, as it arii\cs piecemeal I icceived charge of the Fort 
yesterday on my arrival, it having been vacated by the gairison the day 
previous. Captain Aplhorp and a company of the 4tsl an ivcd at to a m 
from Noorpoor to gairison Kotla and to him I dchvcicd the keys. 

The towm of Kotla lies along the right bank of the torrent Dheer. 
A ravine and small stieam immediately below' it, and another very deep 
raMnc a quaitci of a mile lowei down, meeting the Dheei,gi\e a 
peninsular shape to a huge mass of sand and pudding-stone, and this 
forms the site of the foi ti ess 

The precipices are very foimidablc on the fuither side from the 
towMi and toward the iivei Dheei. But as the suiface of the mass 
follow’s the dip of the sandstone sliala tow'aid the tow'n their height 
on that side is less considerable and ncai the gate they arc not 
impracticable Flic weak point, how’cvci, is the neck of the peninsula, 
w'hich is merely indented with an accessible lavine sepaiating the Fort 
fiom a hill upon w'hich guns can be planted within a hundicd yards of 
the w'alls and on a level w'llh them The lulls around aic within field 
gun range, and fiom beyond the rivci a long line of works might be 
enfiladed at about 700 yaids The citadel adds nothing to tlie stiength 
of the place The plunging fire from the elevated batteues might gall a 
distant enemy unw'isc enough to expose himself to it. But there are 
abundance of covered approaches to the place, and once beneath it, its 
Artillery is powerless Weak, howevei, as we may deem it, no Native 
Power would venture to storm it, if gaiiisoned by us It has a spring 
of excellent water and the gatew'ay is not above 60 01 70 feet above the 
copious stream of the Dheer The elevation is considerable, equal I 
think to Kangra, and the climate is very pleasant, although the position 
of the place amongst rugged ravines is disagi eeable 

The quantity of wheat m stoie is veiy great and the gun ammuni- 
tion plentiful The guns, seven in numbei, are with one exception light 
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6cld pieces The exception, ■ long brass gun, carries a ball of about 
6 lbs All ore of somewhat rude construction, composed partly of brass 
and partly of iron There la but one wall piece visible whereas the 
nfled wall piece is the Artillery best adapted to the defence of such 
places. These at 400 yard® are more deadly than field pieces, and being 
transferable from parapet to parapet, requlnng no embrasure nor any 
stabibt} of platform ran baffle the fire of guns in battery But to be 
efficient they must be of sufficient weight and solidity to carry half 
a pound of lead with two ounces of powder A second company of the 
4i5t arrived to-day from Noorpoor The two companies with a few 
Artillerymen, might hold the place for some time. But it would require 
at least 40Q men to do iusUct to It. Hie two companies, however, can at 
present scarcely find shelter m the existing huts It will be seen that 
Kotla does not m reality guard ibc communication between Noorpewr 
and Kangra it beJog avoided by the detour noted m the route map 

dM June 1S46 ^Marched to Khooshouggur, a spring with trees 
about a mile short of the city of Noorpoor This place a aty in sixe, a 
village in appearance and m the quality of its merchandise is situated 
upon the neck of a projecting cliff of sandstone, the extremity of which 
affords site to the caiUe, The small nvuict Jubbur flows about 400 feet 
below the Fort affording a scanty supply of water at the expense of 
much labour to the garrison and cUixcns The habits of the people are 
framed accordingly and ablutions are rare amongst them The town Is 
chiefly peopled with exiles from Cashmere who readily turn their hinds 
to any trade, but are principally shawl weavers They are a robust 
race hoi'enng in feature between Afghaun and Tartar ns dark as the 
natives of Upper India, but limbed like Englishmen. The ordinary 
wages of a shawl uca\*cr who cannot weave until he can read is 
two annas a day or four rupees per month, and it is marvellous that upon 
such a pittance the strength of their frames can be nourished ITic 
castle of Noorpoor has the precipice at the fool of about ^ of its walls ; 
strips of level table elsewhere. The dty gives cover almost to the walls 
It has no cffectiv'c ditch Is a simple quadrangle flanVed at Intervals 
with lowers but on the eastern face n circular ravelin has been thrown 
out to flank the gateway It is the weakest place bearing the name of 
fort that 1 have ever seen \et such is the respect of natives for lofty 
walls of masonry that U has never 1 believe, been taken by siege 
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or escalade. It has no water, its cisterns being filled by sending 
pukkauls to the rivei. This deficiency might be abated by boring 
for springs. The sandstone rock is very porous and easily worked 
The town might be supplied in three different ways A canal might 
be led out of the river some miles highei up and conducted along 
the cliff side, crossing ravines by aqueducts of timber, or kawreze 
(chains of wells), as used m Central Asia, might be dug at Khoosh- 
nuggur, distant one mile, and the water led thiough pipes of timber 
or grooves of sandstone round the hill to the town Or a tank of 
sufficient depth and size to supply eight months’ consumption of water 
might be sunk and built at the hillside, and this, whatever its size, 
could easily be filled from the drainage of the hills during the monsoon 
Building stone, lime and wood are all very abundant 

The road from Kotia to Noorpoor is very severe for cattle, and is 
about three good marches for laden camels There is, however, nothing 
that might not be softened to admit the passage of guns 

yth June 184.6 - — Marched to Sirnnuggur, a gaiden and grove of the 
Rajas of Noorpoor, at the distance of five miles down the rivulet It 
has been spoken of as a cantonment site, but there is far preferable 
ground on the high tableland between Kotia and Noorpoor at six miles 
from the latter, being a fine open valley, well wooded and well cultivated, 
on firm soil, sandstone formation, and having Rubbee crops ; all favour- 
able circumstances m respect of salubrity A ridge of mountains 
about 8,000 feet high lies eastward, at the distance of 10 miles 

Up to this moment I had been on all bands assuied that I should 
here find buildings capable of sheltering part of my establishment 
They prove to be mere ruins, and the wood is too dense to be salubrious 
dunng the monsoon 

8th June — Resumed my march for Patbankot to finish the 
settlement in that quarter and to decide upon some choice of shelter 
for the rains I had hoped that the weather would hold up yet a week, 
but the ram fell with a fury which there was no mistaking, and after 
persisting in my march upwards of an hour, seeing no symptoms of 
abatement, I turned back The horses could not face the storm, so 
1 sent them to a neighbouring village and waded on foot through 
the torrent back to my encampment It continued raining all this day, 
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and as the monsoon is now set in it seems to me unwise to defer 
housing my establishments at once when I can descend alone to finish 
the settlement 

p/A to 15th Junt 1846 — Returned to Khooshnuggur where I 
purpose bufkling a little cantonment of straw huts Sent for timber, 
bamboo and grass which has since been coming In At Shahpoor I 
might have found greater facilities but it seems too isolated a post 
during the rainj season for a detachment that has no medical attendant, 
Its distance from Noorpoor being upwards of 20 miles 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 
BcHndary Ccmmtsstontr 


6 —Frtm Captain J Abbott Boundary Cornmisuomr^ to Major 
H M LAwauNce Goxxmor Gmtrafs Agtnty N -IV F, SwrtAi,— 
No daitd Camp PaUtankoi 2nd July 1S46 

1 HAVE the honour to forward my Journal for the latter half 
of June last I regret that the weather has prevented the possibility 
of anj operations during that period excepting the necessary precaution 
of hutting my establishments. 


Journal of Oaptaln J Abbott, Boundary Oommissioner 
from tho 16th to the 80th June 1840. 

/y/A to 3pth June 1846 — Employed In hutting myself and eatab- 
Jlihracnts at the distance of two miles from the Fort of Noorpoor 

jolhjunt — The temporary cantonment being almost finished and 
the weather ba\ing broten a little sent on ray people and baggage to 
Pathankot and purpose following them to-morrow to complete the line 
of deraarcauon from the Chukkl to the Ravi 

J ABBOTT, Captain 

Boundary Conumsstontr 
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7.--Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Commis- 
sioner, from the 1st to the 17th July 1846. 

isi July 184.6 — Marched from Noorpoor to Pathankot. 

2nd lo Jtdy — Employed daily m exploring a variety of hnes of 
boundary, conformable with the village limits, from the Chukki to 
the Ravi These are surveyed after me by the native establishment I 
have left the two Engineer Officers engaged at Noorpoor m prepanng a 
map of the season’s work. The necessity of my present intricate and 
tedious task arises in the unceitainty of the decision of Government 
respecting the Meerthul Estate, an irresumable jaghir which has at the 
moment of transfer been resumed and reassessed, thereby throwing out 
all previous calculations, for the lands available for exchange beyond 
the Ravi, valued at 17,000 rupees, will little more than cover the 
lands we have already enclosed, if the proceedings of the Durbar are 
sanctioned by our Government. 

6th July — Engaged as above in the forenoon In the afternoon 
in taking the assessments of the Pathankot villages as collected by 
the Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud upon the returns of four years and 
comparing them with my own estimates The difference is not material 
But the Durbar have been making resumptions and fresh assessments, 
which are perplexing 

yth Jtdy . — In the morning engaged as usual upon the boundary, 
afterwards took the affidavit of the zumeendars of Pathankot to 
their several signatures Unfortunately they can give little information, 
and even the Putwaries’ accounts, where such exist, yield it only by dint 
of extraordinary labor and patience. 

8th July . — Attempted to cross the Chukki to explore a new course 
for the road from Noorpur to Julundhur, but the torrent was running 
about eight feet deep and with a violence which would have swept 
away the elephant. Engaged in protracting and comparing the work 
of the survey 

pth July . — Effected a passage across the Chukki in three feet water 
and explored the projected line of road, being a very easy acclivity and 
declivity of two miles from the Chukki to Doomtul passing over the low 
intervening hills. The principal obstacles are low thick jungle and 
boulders. The removal of these with a little dressing of the axe 
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and spade would open It to wheel carnages It is more toilsome than 
the old route, which Is a mile longer But the double passage of the 
treacherous and dangerous river Chukti is avoided, as well as the 
necessity of crossing the Sikh frontier Duties upon merchandise arc 
also avoided 

lolh July Took the new estimates of the Shoojanpoor vtl 

lages as collected by the Dewan They far exceed ray own and appear 
to me greatly exaggerated. At any rate they afford no just average, the 
rates of the two last years of scarcilyraising the rents from 30 to 50 per 
cent above the two previous medium years As however, there is 
no probability that our frontier will enclose any of these villages I have 
not thought the subject worthy of very ngid investigation My own 
estimates were made when I supposed many of these villages might 
fall within our boundary Took the attestations of all the zumeendars 
I had hoped to be absent only a week from Noorpoor but the 
sudden activity of the Dewan has protracted the term, and I am but too 
glad to base data which cannot be challenged by the Durbar 

iilh Jnh —Plotting survey work and comparing eslimatct pending 
tite am>’al of the Meertbul zumeendars. 

/«/>■— (Sunday) 

i^lh July — Emplo)^ all day with the Nungul and Gurrota 
zumeendars In o\erhauling Putwanes books etc 

— Employed again all day with aforesaid zumeendara 
The assessment has risen considerably above the estimate given 
me when on the spot owing to the rise of provisions the last two 
seasons. 

—Engaged all day with the Meerthul zumeendars Not 
only lias this Irresuraablc jaghir been resumed, but the owner has been 
prevented from gathering m the ripening harvest and a newjurama 
has been huddled hastily upon the lands to enhance their value at the 
moment of transfer The zuracendars Indeed express their acquiescence 
In the justice of the new settlement. But, then they are aware that they 
ha\T passed to the British Go\xmmcnt, It might be otherwise had they 
remained Sikh 

i 6 th July — ilirched to Shahpoor upon the Rari, to close some 
work of the lune^ which my call to Kot Kangra left incomplete* 
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I occujn n kind of douhlr-^loncd h.ninrk ‘Standing upon a liigli clifT 
ol t]jc n\ci whcic il cnui^c*' Ijo.u the ttiomitaui*' and connnanding 
a bcatiUful view 1 he in (ii^-icp.m, Inu nughl bcrcpaiicd 

at '^niall cnocuvc. uui i*- the mo-'* any and halnlablc place ever 
consii tided b\ a nati\c 

////- A/A — llaMUg nov. rollcdcd all the estimate'^ at present 
obtainable I piocccd to ‘-uni up the tC'-ull. and in the uncei taint} 
whether Go\cinnicnt will aeknow ledge the iC‘'Umptton of Meerthul, or 
wlicthcr, if acknow lodged, the new and incica'-cd as'^cc'-ment will be 
sanctionctl, 1 ln\c 'iiiuk (un three new hne^ of bnundai}', exhibited 
upon the sketch man atcompiining, . •: 

' ^ — Old boundat} a- existent in the lime of the tw<i last Raia<; of 
Nenj pnoi 

B — Boundat \ equalising lands cntloscd In ir-, u ith Inndb disposable 
foi exchange, supposing Mcciihul to icinain a laghir 
ol 10 hoi semen 1 hm hue includes w ilhin oui limits the 
onl} carnage u>atl between JuUnidhm and Nooipooi at 
picseni existing 

o-^xrC — The same, supposing Mcetthul to be icsumcd at the xalualion 
It has hithcito borne of 5,000 lupces This include^ at 
present no carnage road 

D — Boundary supposing Mccrlhul resumed and the new assess- 
ment of 7,000 uipccb to be sanctioned 

In respect of these lines, /i, which includes the cai nage load, 
IS manifestly awkward as exhibiting a long tongue of Biilish Iciiitory 
between the nvci Chukki and the Sikh cantonment of Bathankol 

C IS more compact and appears to me the most prcfciabic 
line axadablc It docs not include the present caningc load, but 
1 have personally surveyed (see ]uly 9th) a practicable pass ovei the 
low hills from the Chukki to Doomtul as marked in map, which 
at small expense could be made piacticable to carriages, the length 
being two miles and this w’ould supersede the dangerous passage 
and repassage of the Chukki, W'hich has no boat and is often quite 
impassable There is moreover anothei and more direct line of camel 
road from Noorpoor to Mcertluil passing entirely thiough oui tciiitory 
and susceptible by native account of being opened at no groat 

4 
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cipcnse to ourisgts. This I purpose surveying immediately It 
seems to me an object of importance to be able to maintain free com 
munlcation of all kinds without crossing the Chukki There is no 
regular intercourse with Noorpoor by means of wheeled carnages. 
Indeed eastward of Deennanuggur carta seem to be unknown 

D appears to me preferable to B but less desirable than C, 
admltUng a comer of the Sikh State to eat into our frontier toward 
Noorpoof 

The principle upon which the Durbar is acting of rcauraing 
lands and nltcnng assessments on this frontier at the very moment 
of transfer greatly embarrasses me, and hence the necessity of marking 
out so many lines of boundary to meet possible contingencies — a 
tedious operation to a small establishment owing to the necessity of 
following all devlauons of village boondanes. 

Of these resumptions the pnocipal is Meerthul given to the 
incumbent s father In exchange for Kotla At the time of this transfer 
Meerthul was rated at 5 000 rupees and Kotla at n,oco. Meerthul 
Is now worth 7 000 rupees, but under the Sikh Govemment would prob 
ably not have exceeded 5 500 owing to the prevalent system of 
under assessment compensated b> plunder ad hbUunt But as it is the 
Invanabic custom to overvalue rather than to decry jaghlrs at the 
time of gift it may be Inferred that this estate has been greatly 
impimcdby the Incumbents On questioning iheDewans Moonshec 
It appears that the Durbar ha\'C oflered the Jaghirdar another jaghlr 
of 3,000 rupees as indemnity with the promise of an additional 
3000 rupees of jaglilr whenever his 10 horsemen arc forthcoming 
tliCTcb} acknowledging tliat the estate was valued at 5 ooo rupees 
and that onl} 3 ooo rupees worth of it were resumablc those via , 
co\Tnng his covenanted mllllar} service And hence If the Durbar 
arc acting ingenuously toward us they are dealing unjustly by him 
for until Ills estate exceeded In \alue the ir,ooo rupees of Kotla 
for which he rcccKcd It In exchange, they have no plea for wresting 
from lilm Uic benefits of his improvements I have gone at length Into 
these details because this Is the roost Important of the resumptions 
ofrccling my operations and because It exhibits the system upon wJilch 
\iicy arc based and the hollow ness of the argument which would justify 
them 
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As it relates to the Brilisli Government it appears to me highly 
unfair that fiesh assessments should be made at the moment of transfer 
to our hands , foi as with us the nominal and the leal assessment 
are one, the zumeendais aic too happ}^ to pay undei oui Government 
a highei nominal rent than undei the Sikhs. The lands of Shahpoor, 
Nooipooi, beyond the Ravi, to be given in cvehange foi Meeilhul, 
ete , aie assessed at about 17,000 lupees. But the zumeendars I have 
no doubt would be too happy to pay zo 01 22,000 as oui lyutts. But 
as these estates aic to remain undei Native lule, it was ciuel to 
raise the assessments at the moment of tiansfei because aftci they have 
satisfied the Native Goveinmcnt, they have to satisfy the lapacity of 
the Talooqdai, and thus we stand on e\cn ground of exchange, only 
when the old assessments remain unalleied until after tiansfei 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Boundmy Commissiouct . 

9.— Journal of Captain Janies Abbott, Boundary Commis- 
sioner, Punjaub, from the 18th to the 31st July 1846. 

iSlh July 184.6, — Shahpoor — upon the Ravi. Summoned the 
zumeendars of Lukkunpoor, Teh and Chundgraon, possessions of Shah- 
pooi beyond the Ravi, to give an account of then assessments Those 
of I'eh have this day attended, but the Lukkunpooi zumeendais have 
not appeared, although Raja Goolab Singh’s Vuqueel assures me he has 
summoned them I can find no place of shelter on those lands to 
enable me to gather the information on the spot at this season 

iQth July — Have procured from the Teh zumeendars by much 
persuasion a statement of their jummas for the last season I have 
forbidden my Moonshee to flatter them with the prospect of becoming 
British ryutts as this appears at present improbable, and I do not think 
such deception justifiable even for the purpose of obtaining information 
which we have a right to possess They are evidently in great terror at 
continuing under their present Governor and afraid to communicate 
freely with me, lest they incur his displeasure Indeed, as he has 
collected the revenue of the past season and is accountable to the 
British for it, I apprehend extreme difficulty in extorting a true return of 
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the coUeclloas It seems that Raja Goolab Singh haa added to the 
forraer light assessment certain arbitrary sums probably calculated to 
be equivalent to the extra exactions of fanners and others I can hear 
nothing of the Lukkunpoor tumeendars, and shall therefore return to 
Palhankot to-morretr my lengthened absence from Noorpoor being 
inconvcnlcnL 

soih July 1S46 — Returned to PathankoL 

2 si July — Returned to Noorpoor by the devious route of the 
Chaunj torrent to ascertain the practicability of that line for carnages 
The distance is 20 koss From Malote where the hills commence to 
Gungtah about lO miles the path is through n wide le\el valley formed 
by the Chaunj the small bright stream of which is crossed and recrossed 
continually The valley Is nchly cultivated and profusely watered The 
path requires little aid from human labour to open it to the heaviest 
Artillery nothing In fact but what half a dozen Pioneers could efiect 
00 the ad\ance. But at Gangtah It becomes more diiTicult, and a mile 
beyond It ascends a ndge of hill about 400 feet high descending after 
wards Into the volley of the Jubbur or Noorpoor stream The whole 
ascent and descent would require expensive levelling^ and from being 
artificial nould need yearly repairs whereas the afcenl and descent 
lower down near Doomtul is already almost made to hand the ra\Ine* 
on cither side being smooth firm and of easy acclivity and the height 
to be surmounted httle more than half I doubt therefore whether 
hackeries would ever follow this route were it opened whilst the eas} 
ascent of the Chukkl and Jubbur is available and indeed there is at 
present almost no intercourse with Noorpoor by wheeled carriages 
Gungtah is a place of some consequence Several bndle roads meet 
there and it is celebrated for Its copper and brass manufactures I can 
learn of no access to it from Noorpoor easier than that just menlloned 

2nd July —Engaged this daj in arranging matters disordered 
my long absence. 

ijfdjuly — The Lukkunpoor zumeendars have just arrived down 
cast and trembling evidently terrified by threats and of course little 
disposed to yield any true Intelligence. The dlfTercncc betueen the 
aspect of these poor creatures and the happy faces of our own zumecn 
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dars IS lemaikablc Nothing can icassure them. As I can myself get 
no intelligence from tliem, 1 ha\e m.adc them over to my Moonshcc, a 
name of Noorpoor, in the hope that he may obtain some data upon 
which to work. Sent foi the Tchsildar of Nooipoor to asccitain how 
much of my instructions he had fulfilled, tic, to prepare a list of the 
\illages of hisTehsil boidcring upon Chumba. I find that in the course 
of a month he has not taken even a single step to fulfil these oiders, 
.although their impoitance was clearly c\pl.aincd to him. In fact the 
instant I return to our own distncts, I find fehsildars and Kotwals 
equally indifierent and disobedient, setting an example of inattention 
to the uholc distiict. The settlement of this pottion of the frontiei is 
thus thrown back some fourteen daj s. 

2^lh July iS^6 — Kngagcd in mapping whilst the examination of the 
Lukkunpoor zumeendais pioceeds in the office Directed R.aja Goolab 
Singh’s Vuquecl to summon the Mooquddums of the Chumba bolder 

25//1 Jxtly , — Engaged all day in endeavouring to procure from the 
Lukkunpooi people a ci edible estimate of the past season’s collections 
Tliat which they have given in my office is at the latc of fiom 
I rupee 4 annas to i rupee 12 annas per plough The season w'ns not 
good ; but on the othei hand the prices )iad risen in consequence, and 
all the villages of Pathankot and Shoojanpoor separated only by the 
Ravi showed increased returns for this season. The Noorpoor collec- 
tions also are very decent. By the zumeendars’ owm confession, a 
plough can yield Go\crnment in good seasons 25 rupees per annum, 
or 12^- per season, and if the produce weie only half tliat of other 
years, yet the price wms only nearly double Such an extravagant 
difference is therefore incredible, and I have been obliged to inform 
the Vuqueel that if credible estimates aie not given, I shall be obliged 
to represent the impossibility of piocunng such wdiilst the Raja’s 
Kardars are in office 

27//1 aud 28th July — Engaged with the Mooquddums of 
Shahpoor and Noorpoor. The hardship of detaining these people long 
from their homes at this busy season prevents ray benefiting by the rest 
of the Sabbath. 

2gili July — Employed in mapping, etc 
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^olhand^i&i July 1846 — Taking the evidence and depositions 
of the CLminba Mooquddnras as to the course of their frontier 

J ABBOTf, Captain, 
Boundary Comintssiourr 


10 —Journal of Oaptain J Abbott, Boundary OommiB- 
flloner from the let to the 18th AuguHt 1846 

jsi August 184.6 — Taking the evidence of the Chundgraon Moo 
quddums and rumeeudars aa to the revenue and geography of that estate 
beyond the Ravd 

and August — (Sunday) 

jrd August —Taking depositions of Chumba Mooquddums as to 
their boundary with Noorpoor 

4Jh 5IA 6lh, yih 8th — Preparing paper and plotting the 

map of season 8 work Returned the tables for the completion of the 
plotting columns not yet brought up 

p^i August 

loth tith Attgml — Companng — enquiring 

I2lh August —Taking the depositions of Mooquddums of the 
Chumba border Up to this date the rnm has been so incessant that the 
work of the survey without doors has been slopped although I have 
prepared, by enquiry and the evidence of the border authorities about 
40 miles more for survey 

/j/A -«4//g7<5/ —Taking evidence of the Kotla Mooquddums The 
rain has ceased, but three out of four of the measurers are laid up with 
fever 

J4lh Correspondence etc waiting for the elements of 

the map (ste) and for the Lukkonpoor accounts 

lylh Taking evidence of the Chumba border Mooquddums 

j6lh August — (Sunday) 
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i/lli, iSlh Ai(Qii^( jS^6 — 1 ooUing o\ci woik, waiUng foi elements of 
map and foi the I.ukkunpooi accounts Despatched a sin \ eying parly 
At the end of last month finding that the .ictounts piocuicd fiom tlic 
7umccndai^ of Lukkunpooi undci tlic authoiitv of Kaia Goolah Singh’s 
Vuqueel wcic utlciU inci edible, tlic collcctioim of the pn^-t Kubbcc 
a\ Cl aging about i iiipce 8 pci plough, I infoinied tlic Ynquccl tlint, 
unless Cl edible i etui ns were foilhcoming b} icluin of post from 
Catooiicc, I should be obliged to icporl that thcic was no hope of such 
during the continuance of the Raia’s K.udais m that distiict, which is .it 
present the pi Opel t} of the Hntish Go\cinincnt The Vuqueel asked 
for nine da's s’ produce '^atisfactoiy accounts, piomising faithfully 

to fulfil Ins pledge Nineteen days have, howc\ci , elapsed and 1 have 
hcaid nothing of the accounts Dining this mtcival the settlement 
of that portion of the boidci is aiicslcd and needless expense is 
incuricd b} our Goxcinmcnt. Raja Goolab Singh has collected the 
Rubbcc of those lands, foi which he is accountable to the Biitish 
Goxcinmcnt But I doubt any satisfactoiy ictiiin being icndcicd 

whilst he holds possession of the cslatc*- 1 lic> me (excepting Chund- 
graon) hill disti icts, and it might be expected with icfcicncc to the 
treat}' that they might cicntually fall to the Raja in exchange for 
other possessions 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boimdaiy Coniiiiissionc) 

11 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Com- 
missioner, from the 20tb to the 31st August 1846 
20th August jS^6 — I he boundaiy suivcy is slowly piocceding 
ow'ing to the w'cathci, the loughncss of the giound amongst tlie 
mountains and the thickness ol llic jungle ; tiie pi ogi css of the map is 
arrested by the incompleteness of traxcisc woik 

2ist, 22nd, 2jid, 2^lh, 25lli, 26th, 2ph, 2Slh August - Map still 
arrested, travel se table being incoircct Suivc-y piocceding in direction 
of Kangra Took a few more depositions of Kolia zunieendais. The 
Lukkunpoor accounts are not yet received from Maharaja Goolab Singh, 
which occasions much vexatious delay, as I liave no data foi the balance 
of a transfer. 
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2gth jOthfjisi August 1846 — The Lultunptw and Chundgraon 
acccrtiniB have at length arrived The falsifications arc not so gross as 
m the fonner account But still they can scarcely be genuine for 
those two estates were farmed for 14 500 rupees and this average 
pves only 14 150 rupees per annum. The survey is still continuing 
The map still arrested for want of the elements 

Camp sear Noorpoor 1 J ABBOTT Captain 

jsi September 1846 j Boundary Commtsstoncr 
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ITo. 1.— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, Punjaub, during January 1847. 

iith Jauumy Returned from Lahore to Katooha vtd Sial- 

kote, having visited the camp of the Engineers employed m the survey 
on the road Lieutenant Young is now lecovered from his illness, and 
I have directed him to precede Lieutenant Robinson, and to take up 
points for the apices of the triangles, erecting at each a flagstaff. 

ijlh Janum y — The Vuzeer of Maharaja Goolab Singh arrived this 
day. Until his arrival it has been impossible to commence the erection 
of boundary pillars. 

i^ih to jisi — Busily employed in erecting the boundary pillars in 
earth, to be re-edified in masonry when the brick and mortar are pre- 
pared. The work is perplexing as being new to the whole establishment, 
and I am m my saddle great part of each day, correcting errors and 
teaching the Moonshees, Kalassees, etc. After much consideration I 
have decided upon erecting a substantial pillar of masonry at every 
decided angle, however small that angle be, and to define the slight 
inflections by means of earthen pillars seven feet high, girt with a ditch. 
This will render disputes barely possible. In long right lines, the pillars 
will be distant about 50 yards the one from the other, and every fourth or 
fifth pillar will be of masonry At the crossing of large rivers a column 
of masonry of double the usual height will be elected on either bank, 
and when the stream of a considerable river forms the boundary, one 
of these pillars will be placed at the first meeting of the boundary with 
the river and another at the point from which the boundary quits the 
river. Each pillar will have imbedded a slab of stone inscribed in 
Persian character and defining in few words the intermediate space 
The ordinary pillars of masonry will be 4^ feet high, with a foundation 
of feet, and a diameter in the shaft of 2^ feet. 

The boundary pillars have been set up in earth, from the Ravi to 
this point, Sookoo ki chuk, a distance, following the inflections of the 
boundary, of 38 miles My native establishment, under its present 
strength, is utterly inadequate to the proposed task of fixing these 
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boundary pHlirs from hence to the nver Indus, before the lat June 
neit I am therefore entertaining additional mootsuddiea and measurers 
at my own expense, unless it please Government to sancUon the extra 
cost The remaining distance from hence to the Indus, following inflec 
tlons of the boundary is not leas than 4^ tniles for it is impossible 
to violate village bounds and they run into the most Irregular figures. 

The Traterse Survey of 4he boundary baa proceeded, as far as 
Soochetgurh, but owing to the ill health of the Native Surveyor it 
now proceeds but slowly 

I have enclosed Katooha within the Jummoo territory, to be 
balanced by lands taken from the Jummoo frontier This arrange- 
ment gives a belter boundary to both States, and the Maharaja Gooltb 
Singh had expreased his particular wish to effect it and readiness to 
gl\e an equivalent In land. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundary Commtss\ontr 


No 2 —Journal of Captain Jamee Abbott, Boundary 
CommiBsloner, In February 1847 

71/ lo 2 S 1 U February —The whole of the past month ha* been 
diligently occupied In setting up boundary pillars, making new surveys 
for siraighlening the boundary Unc laking the evidence of all the 
village zumeendars as to the correciness of the landmarks , settling dis- 
puted possessions of village lands by PunchayatJ, and those between the 
two States by evidence gUen m the presence of the parties before me In 
Kulcberry I 6nd it necessary to visit myself every pillar that li erected 
owing to the carelessness of natives lO the absence of such check, 10 
that 1 am in saddle five or six hours daily 

It Is Impossible to give satisfaction to the Maharaja Goolab Singh* 
The Instant I commence cutting off the comers of his territory to repay 
the Sikh Government for value received by the Maharaji, I am assailed 
with remonstrances His Hlglmcss can spare It in any other part of the 
frontier jet these comers are as Inconvenient to him as to the Lahore 
Government* Moreover hli Vurecr Roop Chand gave in auch exagger 
oted estimaten of the %'alue of the hnds thus cut off that It has caused 
much pcrplcxltj 
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The Jc?rntn \ill.ipc< rcoKoncti h\ hjin nf '^6,000 iiipccs hn\c fallen, 
upon calliiK f»'>i the / lo r?,ooo. In all pi^inl-^ jn which the 
Mnhni.'ia i*- inamrc'-tlv advocnlins: wlnt i*- fm the advantage of his 
kingdon. 1 am ino-^t auMou^ t<i lonfonn, .!*> Ini a-> pn^^ihlc, to his 
wisl'ics, and of thi^' rhaiactci is hi^ desire to kcrj't as much of the plains 
nhnni his canital as possible an<l to ha\c a snip of plain icriitoi} at the 
foot of hi s hdls tn fanhiatc inic.routsn aral the passage of guns, etc. 
But IIis Ilmlincss Ins so liulc plain coiinir\ to gi\c in return that il 
will he impossible lora.iy out Ins \jrws m the lattci pailiculai, cspcci- 
alh as it IS impi'ssildc to jicisuadc him that land about Jumboo wcic 
well bestov. cd to cOcct the * ccond oha rt 

Much rain has fallen tins n.onth uul the picrcding, about eight 
da^s have been lost to the cstahUshmcnis. .and the lloli has consumod 
rivcdn3s n.oic, so that the work of the past month docs not c\cccd 
;o miles 


I AliBOI r, Caitais, 


ISoimdiiiy Gj/miuss/o;;/ > 


No. 3— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 

Commissioner, from l.st to lltli March 1847. 

jcl niirf 2>id Afoicfi iS/T — Hob liolid.i^s 

jtd Mnicli , — Employed in sui\c\ III", selling Uji boundary pillais, 
c\amining vork, plotting the N.alixe Sun corn’s Field Book, and taking 
the ra 7 cennmahs of the /umccndarj? 

,/lh Match — Ditto ditto between Sold and Minawmr 

5/// Match — Received n Ictlci from Mahaiaja Goolab Singh 
earnestly requesting me not to cut off tcriiloi}' opposite Jumboo, but tc 
take It rather from any othei part of his dominions, a request wdiich 
should ncvei have been needed could he have told me fioni whence to 
take It The Taloquhs cut off arc long projecting comers (Daviguih 
and Kccrpind), value 12,000 lupecs, and after having taken them, I 
am still at a loss to make up the sum due to the Laliore Government 
Employed hs above 
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6th March iSjf/ — MuUa! — Employed as above between Kooleet 
and Mintwur The work begins to lag The people of Maharaja Goolab 
Smgh are becoming snlky and Inattentive, and give rae little aid, and the 
Todah bundtt mootauddies seem to be influenced by them , for I cannot 
persuade them to worl Yesterday issued a Roobakaree making over 
the purgunnah of Mlnawur Khaa to the Lahore Government, the aurvey 
ha\iog proceeded far enough to show that nltcrationa m its limits will 
not be necessary, and the Jumboo people having made free with some 
of the gr een com although aware that the estate is not their owtu 

yih March —I am still detained here by the same causes Employed 
as before in setting up boundary pillars etc. I have not any hearty 
assistance from Vuzeer Roop Chund He and his people seem to hope 
to gain their purpose by delaying the progress of the settlement He 
came to-day to remind me that I had accccded to his request for a skirt 
of plain country opposite Minawur 1 replied that If he would produce 
aoj equivalent, be should have IL 

8lh March— MuHal — I cannot gel free of this unhappy place. The 
locusts are ravaging Uinawur I am still employed In reviewing dally 
the boundary pillars set up the past day, taking raxeenamahs 
hearing proceedings of the Punchayats on village disputes plotting 
the dally survey* instructing candidates for the surveys, etc 

March — Marched to Punj Toole on the lesser Toh river a 
tnbutary of the Chenab surveying about 1 5 miles of boundary pillar* 
on the road. Employed as usuaL The Kooleet territory ceases here 
and Mungla commences Mlnnwur (Sikh) continues. The ancient 
Jaghlrdar of Mungla a relation of Maharaja Goolab Singh has been 
dispossessed by that Prince and Is almost In rebellion. He came to me 
for redress but I referred him to Lahore. It Is an andenl, petty prin 
clpality of about ten villages in the hills 

loth March-^Punj Toole — Employed as on the previous day 
Border Mlnawur and Munglx 

iith March — Lesser Toh nier two miles north of Minawur Ex- 
amined the boundary pillar* m route Employed a* above. Another 
and more urgent letter from Maharaja Goolab Singh requesting rae 
to undo the Todah bundle of Ruthana ond Keerplnd. I have replied 
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that I cannot even ventuic to suggest any alteration in it unless he will 
distinctly point out what plain territory I can take in lieu , this having 
been cut off b}' cxpiess compact \vith his Commissioneis. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boimda) y Commissioner 

No. 4. -Joui’nal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, from 12th to 18th March 1847. 

I2l\i Maich iS^7 — Chuk Bhao on lesser Toh river, Minawur. 
Taking razeenamahs, plotting, inspecting boundary pillais, instructing, 
pupils, etc. 

ijth MmcJi. — Do Koolia. — Taking evidence upon disputed territory, 
inspecting boundary pillars between Minawui and Mungla, plotting, 
etc. 

i^th and i^ih Mai ch — As above Summing up evidence upon 
claims to disputed possessions in Chanva, Soocliaytgurh, Ulla, Thoob, etc 

i6th Maich — Biimola — Receiving evidence upon disputed villages, 
of Burnala and Goojrat Taking razeenamahs, plotting and inspecting 
boundary pillars 

lylh Maich — Whilst my camp moved to Kuddala, I lan over to 
JuIIalpoor to see the piocess of damascening sword blades there, of 
which I am preparing an account for the Asiatic Society 

i8th Maich — Kuddala of Coo;; o/.— Inspecting boundary pillars, 
plotting, taking razeenamahs The impossibility of being ahead of the 
work to ascertain the best line, and in rear to see that it is efficiently 
executed, at one and the same time, and the sickness of the only efficient 
Native Surveyor, lead to constant obstructions and cancels (jstc) ; for as my 
Native Surveyor can neither sketch ground nor write Peisian, nor 
English, his survey is of comparatively little use Mr Agnew has just 
addressed me upon the importance of a road at the foot of the mountains 
within the Jumboo territory I am doing my best to leave space for the 
purpose on this side, te , eastward of the Jelum, but westward of that 
river it is doubtful whether I can effect it. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundary Comnusstoner. 
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No 6— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
OommiBsioner, from 2C>th to 26th March 1847 

Mardi iS^ 7 — Kmidha/a of Koila — Surveying boundary 
pillar*, plotting reccu^ng raiecnamahs and heanng causes About five 
of the Kolia villages I have made over to the Jumboo frontier to give 
space for a road at the foot of the hllU 

2iit ^tardi^Chumoula — Employed as above. I have cut off and 
given to the Sikh frontier the greater part of Bhlmber to square 
accounts and make a clear boundary 

2^nd Manh, — Ran over to Kotia to arrange my heavy baggage 
which I deposit at Jelutn 

22rd htardu — Returned to camp at Find! of Kumali Inspected 
boundary pHlars plotted the Surveyor’s work, eaamlned, compared and 
corrected the Todah bxindu plans from the Chenab hither 

24lh Mnnit—Peer Khaun — Surveying boundary pillars, plotting 
survc}** receiving raicenamahs from the village zumeendare and 
hearing a few causes 

3 $tl\ Matdi—Aii Beg of Kurnatu — Employed as above. I have 
been obbged to cut off and assign to Jumboo more of Kurriall than I bad 
supposed would be necessary in order to admit of a carriage road 
from Bhlmber to Meerpoor, an object of extreme importance This 
tends to embarrass the settlement as it is difficult to repay the balance of 
plain country due to the Lahore Gov'ernraent 

J ABBOTT, Caitaiit, 

Boundary Cemmtsstoner 


No 6— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, from 25th to 30th March 1847 

2yiJi March 18^7 — Ah Beg m hurrialt — Employed In inspection 
of boundary pillars, recdpl of raiccnamahs, plotting the aurv*ey etc 

j( 5 /A onrf ^ 7 /A i/orcA-— Employed as above and Id endeavouring to 
avoid the necessity of cutUng off so large a portion of Kurriall The 
Innumerable ravines In the northern part of Kurriall render this inevi- 



JOURNALS OF CAPTAIN J ABBOTT, r8^7 


41 


table, as otherwise the communication on the Jumboo frontier would be 
impeded The existence of so much lugged giound 111 Kurriah was not 
known to me in my first hurried visit, 01 I should have lemaiked upon 
the necessity of enclosing it in the Jumboo boundary with the hill 
villages specified in my report The knowledge would not have altered 
my judgment of the southern portion of Kurriah, which is essentially a 
portion of the Lahore teiritory containing the great trunk road from 
Lahore to Peshawur, nor do I conceive that table-land, broken into 
ravines by the action of the rains, is properly hill country, but as this 
table, with its ravines, springs fiom the veiy loots of the mountains, the 
necessity, which annexes it to the Hill country in forming a frontier, is a 
strong plea, even should it be found impossible to give an equivalent 
from the plain country of Jumboo 

28th Mai ch 18/f.y — Snmi ala — Employed as on previous days I have 
been unable to make so clear a boundary hereabouts as I could wish, 
owing to the poverty of Jumboo in transferable plain country I should 
have wished to make the two frontiers meet at the junction of the 
rivulet Sookaytur with the river Jelum, which would have been a very 
eligible line, but Maharaja Goolab Singh cannot pay in plain country for 
the additional land it would be necessary to give him The line I am 
thus forced to adopt is awkward and inconvenient, but it gives a free com- 
munication along the Jumboo frontier Issued a Roobakaree making over 
to Lahore the districts Behwul, Zillah Mogul and Hoomuk Soochayt- 
gurh was provided for thus, some time ago, but the Killadar, it is said, 
refused to obey the purwana I have sent fresh instiuctions The sloth 
and inefficiency of all the Jumboo establishment accompanying me is a 
cause of serious delay and distress to the zumeendars, who attend to 
render their accounts, and who are dragged for this purpose sometimes 
a hundred miles from their houses 

2pth and ^oth Maich — Engaged in surveying boundary pillars, 
receiving accounts of value of transfeired lands, and razeenamahs from 
the zumeendars, in plotting surveys, etc Lieutenant Young is about 30 
miles in advance, taking up points for the Trigonometrical Survey 
Lieutenant Robinson is a short distance from me carrying on the 
trigonometrical observations Both are working hard and well They 
can barely keep pace with my progress owing to the shortness of their 
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lines, which the thickness of the atmosphere necessitates, as well as our 
want of apparatos for night signals 

jisi March 184J — Still at Sumrala, where I have halted m the hope 
of fredog myself from the long train of zuroe en da r s, by clearing oS their 
accounts. News has arrived that the Behwnl Kardar refuses to obey my 
order of surrender sent through Vuxeer Roop Chund Some apprehen- 
sion of this made me think advisable that the order should come from 
the Resident. I have reiterated It, but know not with what effect. 
I march to-raorrow for Meerpoor, and thence by dally marches to Karoo 
Khowta, about 50 miles fartbemortb 

J ABBOTT, Caftaii, 
Boundary Commitiioner 


Na 7 —Journal of Captain Jamea Abbott, Boundary 
Oommlaaioner from lat to 10 th April 1847 

sti AprU 184.1 —Matched to Mcerpoor As the bonndary between 
Lahore and Jumboo for many miles Is tbe stream of the river Jelum 
no boundary pillars are reqnlslte during that extent of limit I am 
therefore hastening to the point at which the boundary quits the 
Jelum. Employed in plotting and receiving raxecnainahs 

2nd ApnL — In consequence of heavy ram I am detained here 
to^ay contrary to my Intention I am laboring bard to make the Uoon 
sheet of either State agree in their estimates and allow the zumeendars 
to depart But tbdr indolence and litigious spudt is a heavy griev 
ance to these poor people. Lieutenant RoHnsoo Is working with the 
theodolite at Uungls Lieutenant Young Is 50 miles ahead, taking up 
trigonometne points. Corporal Smith Is ordered to survey up the Jelum 
so far as it continues the boundary Nund Kurrun my only tolerably 
tfiident Native Surveyor, U, I fear. In a dying slate. Ram Dccn, the 
other Surveyor, Is far ahead defining the boundary The pupils I 
employ In tracing out the occasional deviations from cilsUng tenure 
suggested by circumstances. Boundary pillars In earth arc now set up 
from the Ravi to the Jelum about two-thirds of the entire line of frontier 
between the States. And If the testimony of the Vaquecls of either 
Slate may be credited, bricks and mortar are bdng collected throughout 



JOURNALS OF CAPTAIN J ABBOTT, 


43 


the line of boundary 1 have myself made plans and models in wood 
for the construction , and Moonshccs have been specially deputed by 
Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud and Vuzecr Roop Chund to repoit upon 
the progress of the masonry Still as the woik is expensive, it will not, 
I fear, be accomplished speedily without European superintendence. 
If therefore, on reaching the Indus, I find my active operations 
suspended, I purpose deputing one of the Sapper Sergeants to report 
upon the progress of the masonry. 

Apnl iSjf — Marched to Cliowmook, eight miles ; employed in 
receiving razeenamahs and endeavouring to expedite settlement of 
accounts Mcerpoor is a beautiful elevated valley, enjoying a fine climate 
and salubrious atmosphere 

Apul . — Marched to Dhangulh Ghaut, 12 miles. The load is 
latterly very rugged, and though under European superintendence it 
might be made passable for guns, it would always be very difficult and, 
in native hands, probably impiacticable It runs about a quartei of a 
mile up the basin of the Jclum, so that it is closed by the rains alto- 
gether ; about 1 1 miles lower down is the ferry of Hill which 
IS practicable to guns and always open Its road leads through 
Behwul, which has been declared to belong to Lahore and could not be 
enclosed in the Jumboo boundary unless that State had about 40,000 
rupees worth of land to give in exchange elsewhere Employed as 
yesterday 

Apul — Still at the Ghaut. I was out the whole forenoon 
exploring the river and the hills It will be possible to give Jumboo 
this ferry and imperfect communication at a small expense. Indeed, 
the rocky character of the portion enclosed, and the fact of its forming 
the only available connection of the southern frontier of the Jumboo 
State, make me consider it properly a portion of that kingdom. 

5th, 6th and ph April — Moved camp from the Ghaut to a ravine 
under the old Gukka palace at Dhangulh, of which only the ruins 
remain. Surveying boundary pillars, plotting, and receiving razee- 
namahs The people of this country steal the flags set up by the 
Tngonometneal Survey which causes much annoyance, as it is im- 
possible to have the flags always guarded on bleak, exposed, and lonely 
positions. The inhabitants of Lukn are said to be the offenders, but 
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the Dcwan declines molesting them on account of their strength and 
bellicose disposition and the evidence Is not suffiaent to justify nak 
of bloodshed 

Slh April Detained here by the stupidity of the Todah 

bundle Mooosliee which has rendered a occond set of boundary 
pillars necessary Employed as 00 the preceding days, being dally for 
four to five bours in saddle. 

pO] end loik ApnJ — Marched to Tehooah a beautiful valley of 
Kullur Have the utmost difficulty m getting the Moonshecs to come 
to any sctileraent of accounts The work of hours is dwindled into 
weeks and monllis, and would never be settled at all without my 
peremptory interference. Yet nothing can be simpler than the work 
they have before them and the instructions for their guidance The 
Jumboo Moonshecs are such helpless Incffiaeot creatures that 1 
am obliged cooslanily to rouse them or their master’s revenue would 
•ufFer The whole cstabliahraent employed as on other days 

J ABBOrr, Captaim, 

Bouiideiy Commisstener 


No 8.— Journal of Oaptain James Abbott, Boundary 
Oommlssioner fbom 1st to lOtb lilay 1847 

1 st Afav i8py< — Niyjrpeor — Occupied in exploring the boundary 
which here climb* the ridge of Mount Serra, a forraalioo of sandstone 
with blue limestone elevated at least i 500 feet above the plain of 
Rawul Pindi I shoald have preferred carrying the boundary along 
the foot of this mountain umfi the Jumboo boundary quits the 
mountain altogether but this coold not be done without vwlatiog 
Sirdar Chutlur Singh s jtghlr of Syudpoor otherwise the Maharaja 
Coolab Singh might have a camel road through the mountains Into 
Khaunpoor and the Hutaras, a maUcr of the utmost ImportaDCC to his 
kingdom Had I been aware ontil this moment of the existence of this 
camel road I should have recommended the Maharaja to arrange with 
Cliuttur Singh for the transfer of this portion of the mountain b^ sale 
or exchange But nstUe intelligence is so Imperfect that although my 
enqulrie* ha\e been made of hundreds of the xumccodan of the 
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countr3'5 I had no idea, until I came close to the spot, that camels could 
cross this ridge anywhere but at Margulla. 

I have also been hearing and registci mg the petitions of the vari- 
ous refugees who are m m3' camp and cndeavouiing to shape out some 
settlement by which employment beneficial to the State might be found 
for them. 

Lieutenant Robinson is taking the trigonometrical observations. 
Lieutenant Young is 20 miles ahead, taking up stations and fixing flags. 
Corporal Smith has just returned from surveying part of the iiver Jelum 
which he has performed in a \er3' creditable manner One of the Native 
Surveyors is ahead defining the boundary and the Todah bundle Moon- 
shees are setting up the pillars. 1 am delaying at this spot in the hope 
of learning here the final answer to Dewan Joalla Sahaic’s proposition to 
give up all lands wcstwaid of the Jelum, to which I attach such extreme 
importance It would be inconvenient to cai r3' farther the zumeendars of 
Nuiraie, etc, and I cannot vei3' well come to anj' settlement of their 
case until the final answer to this boundary question is known 

2nd May i 8 ^y — Nooipoo) — Employed as yesterday I had a con- 
ference to-day with Shaikh Sowdagur, the Maharaja Goolab Singh’s acting 
Commissioner, upon the settlement of the neighbouring mountains and 
their borders. He agreed with me that the collections in the mountains 
were best entrusted to a mountain zumeendar 01 person whom the 
mountaineers respect He prefers the former, and doubts whether the 
influence of the Gukkas, unsuppoited by military aid, would suffice for 
collecting revenue from this independent race, whereas there is 
generally in every purgunnah some one zumeendar whose extensive 
connections or Wealth give him a preponderance over the others. The 
villages of Jumboo, skirting the mountains from the Sohaun river 
to this point, form a little district yielding about 8,000 rupees, inhabited 
by a race of men as free and independent in their feelings as the 
mountaineers, and who can turn out 500 armed men for any purpose 
of mischief. He was inclined to entrust the collections of this tract 
to the Nurraie zumeendar, as best able to awe the people, but this 
would make the Nurraie men too strong and leave unprovided for 
the Gukka refugees who, I think, might be usefully occupied in 
controlling these zumeendars He objected to the number of jaghirs 



46 JOURNALS OF CAPTAW J ABBOTT tt^ 

this would lead to and pleaded the amallneaa of the revenue I asked 
what number of troops would be necessary for this little tract of 
8 ooo rupees alone He allowed that not less than 500 men would be 
sufficient costing 50000 rupees or 42,000 more than the revenue. I 
thought that, if by giving up the value of the whole revenue id jaghlrs 
they cojld effect a pcabcable settlement, the gain would be 42,000 
rupees, and all the authors of disorder and anarchy would be provided 
for I spoke paiticulariy of the Mandla Raja whose old Jaghir lies here. 
He objected that he had Just been guilty of an outrage. I reminded Jilm 
that laws are made for those whom laws protect; that the Instant 
the law ceases to protect toy msns rights, he Is justified in mfringiug 
those laws; that tills min, the descendant of an illustrious race, not 
long ago sovereigns of this country, had been plundered of his p>osses- 
sion and wrongfully imprisoned by Hurri Singh and again plundered 
by the Kardar in whose district he was not dwelling and who had 
no Jubt plea against him I believed him to possess great influence 
with these iumecudars, and I thought that if he received a jaghir in some 
distant part and a percentage upon the collectioos of the distnet he 
qjight be made as useful as at present be is hurtful to the Mabtrsjas 
interests. He promised to consider the question 

ynf ii/’oy iS^'j'—'Noorpoor Skaht — ^Jaaflr Khaun and his cousins 
attended to be reconciled together They arc peaceable xumeendara and 
Incensed st the mischief sad confusion he has In past times occasioned. 
It may be questioned whether it was very wise to call him on promise of 
provision but having been admitted to such terms It is highly neces> 
sary that they should be inviolate. The recondliation was not very 
cordial Both parties are in fear of one another The cousins fear 
the restless habits and violent disposition of Jaafir Khaun and he 
dreads the retnbutlon due to his former czcesies I Insisted upon bis 
immediately disbanding all his followers ciceptlng five (he has about 
50). The five may be really necessary for his security ond as he has now 
some stake In his jaghir, I trust he may become a good subject Should 
he again lake to the mountain as a marauder he should be hunted 
down without remorse. It would perhaps be a better arrangement 
if his Jaghir were exchanged for one In the plains and he made to 
reside on It^ retaining at Goorreh bis hereditary rights as a xumeendar 
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^Ih May i 8 ^y—Noo)poot Shaht — Had a conference lo-day with 
Shaikh SoWdagur, the Jumboo representative, to discuss the arrange- 
ments for a quiet settlement of the hills and their skirts. I proposed 
the employment of Raja Slialib Ah Khaun, Gukka, as collector of 
the refractory villages hereabouts those bordering the mountains, as 
his influence and fear is veiy great over the inhabitants. This, 
how'ever, was objected to as quite contrary to Maharaja Goolab Singh’s 
polic}' They weic sure he never would willingly consent to a Gukka 
having any fiscal authority, and the^' begged I would arrange for his 
provision by jaghir and military service. It was settled therefore with 
their full consent on part of their master that Shahb Ah Khaun should 
have a jaghir in the plains, remote from his old haunts, of 2,000 rupees 
value, of which 1,000 arc to be Ins own and 1,000 the pay 
of foot soldiers of his quota. I think that if his son remains always at 
the jaghir he himself may be usefully employed in controlling this part 
of the country. It was also arranged that Zemaun Ah Khaun, Gukka, 
should have a jaghir of 1,000 rupees, of which 500 to be his own, 
500 the pay of foot soldiers, to be also in the plains ; that Buhadoor 
Khaun, Gukka, is to have a jaghir m land of 500 rupees, 300 for self 
and 200 for foot soldiers. And the collectors for the mountain States 
recommended by the Jumboo agents are — 

For Nurraie, Rs. 6,300, — Nusroo Ah Khaun, chief zumeendar 

For Potah, Rs. 6,000, — Zubrdust Khaun 

For Kurrore and Charhun, Rs 4,000, — Hydur Khaun, Sutti 

Mountain Skirts, — Peer Bukhsh, zumeendar of Phoograon, the chief 
village 

They assure me they are certain of the Maharaja’s acquiescence in 
these arrangements, although they at first tried to beat down the jaghirs 
to something too paltry to tempt men, who have been deeply wronged 
and are sensible of their present strengtii, to return to obedience It 
must be remembered that the representative of each of these decayed 
families is expected to maintain all his relations This he does, partly by 
employing them in his quota and partly by gifts from his personal 
jaghir It IS very necessary that he should maintain them, otherwise 
they will become plundeiers in his old haunts I shall defer, however, 
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conunun?c&tlng these arrangemeiits to the Gukkss for a few days In the 
hope of recd\iDg final mstrucUoiis as to the proposed frontier hne 
on the Jelom. 

SOt May 2847 — ^larched to Syudpoor three mdcs west by south 
This range of mountains, here about i 500 feet higher than the plain, 
forms a tnple barrier about 35 miles m length, after which (at Margulla) 
it becomes siogle and having dwindled Into hills of about 5^ f^^ 
continues wwt by south ten imles fonber, continually diminishing 
There are many path* over It which are practicable to bullocks and 
ponies and might be made so for camels but MargulU is the only gun 
pass, though at Shaul Delta I am Informed that the rosd Is convertible 
into a gun track The villages at the western foot of these mountains 
en]oy a delightful climate as compared with the neighbouring plains and 
where the water springs from the sandstone strata are lolersbly salu 
brious but when the springs ooie from the limestone, as at Syudpoor, 
they cause Indigestion and Inaction of the viscera, being impregnated 
with lime. Amongst the trees are found tbe box, the oleander the wild 
pomegranate In great beauty Impenetrable thickets of wild korounda 
which scent the atmosphere with their blossoms, tbe wild fig tbe burgut 
(up to the turamvt) and on the crest the fir tree of aroall site. Springs 
of water arc found close to the summit and a dwelling there would enjoy 
complete exemption from the heat of summer months. But at present 
they are infested with robbers and U may be some time before tranquil 
Ity Is permanently established The abundance of water near the 
summit renders the estabUshment of castles there easy, and the abun 
dance of wood soft stone and litne give* facllily to Ihdr erection. 

6th iiay — Visited the old site of Sohann, fonncTly the capital of 
this district in the hope of gleaning some particulars of Its past history 
But nothing Is known of this country previous to the Muhammadan 
dynasties and 0II the traditions of Alexander extant here are manifest 
Inventions to account for the erection of old buildings whose history is 
lost Still no new* from Lahore. My work proceeds slowly amongst 
these rugged mountains the zumeendars of which pay little attention to 
a summons to attend although they arc very civil to my people. 

On the fourth news was brought me that a Gukka named had 

driven off a hundred head of goals and some bullocks to the mountains. 
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I sent for the Gukkas with me and told them then cause was lost if the 
cattle were not immediately restored , that I was heartily ashamed of 
having taken any step in behalf of a race who were evidently mere 
thieves; that I supposed the}' were the oppiest, but found them to be 
m fact the oppressors of the industrious ryutts, and therefore my 
enemies. They hung their heads, and Buhadoor Khaun started 
instantly with his followers in pursuit of the marauder. This day he 
came to report his success all the cattle had been restored, and 
he hoped I would pardon and admit to my presence the offendei 
I replied that I must first hear from the owner’s lips that bis cattle are 
restored. 

yih May 18/fj — The owner of the cattle attended and declared that 

he had received back all his pioperty and I have consented to allow 

to wait upon me to-morrow He is of Shahb Ah Khaun’s family, and 
must be fed from his jaghir A younger bi other of Shahb Ah Khaun, 

by name, surrendered himself with 15 armed followers, a few 

days ago I have directed him to dismiss all but two. The number 
in my camp now is considerable and all are receiving daily rations from 
me as guests These men dwell undei bushes and caves, continually 
shifting their haunts in the dread of apprehension Those with me, 
when their tails (sic) are on, muster 1 fancy about 200 armed men, most 
of whom are ryutts of the mountains and not exclusively lobbers like 
themselves On calling the mountaineers of Nurraie to arrange pie- 
liminaries foi the settlement, I found that Zubrdust Khaun is not a 
zumeendar of Potah, the distiict designed for his collection, and that 
therefore he could make his collections only by aid of an aimed force, 
which is precisely what the present arrangement aims at avoiding It 
was therefore agreed to summon the most influential of the Potah 
zumeendars, Shah Ah Khaun, No. 2, and foi this purpose I have despatched 
a purwana with a Chuprassie Nasroo Ah Khaun was anxious to under- 
take the collection of Potah as well as Nurraie, but I think they are 
better divided It is less offensive to the people to be taxed by 
their own chief zumeendar than by that of a neighbouung district, and 
two securities aie bettei than one I have sent also for one of the 
Kuriore zumeendais Unfoitunately in that district all are pretty 
neaily equal 


7 
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8th May iS^y—Syudpoor — Stni no news from I^torc* The 
work Is now considerably ahead and I am anxious to get on, but 
consider the settlement of the motmtaio districts of greater importance 
than the exact regularity of the boundary pillars, espeaally amongst the 
mountains where there is seldom cultivated land. 

p/A May^Sjudpoor — Dewan Adjoodhla Pershaud to-day read me 
a Roobataree of the Resident at Lahore from which It seems that the 
question of the Jelum frontier remained In suspense and that Dewan 
Joalt Sahaie had tnmed against his own proposition and urged In 
preference others which would nttcrly ruin the Jumboo frontier 

The Potah nimcendar has not yet arrived. 

xotk May — Syudpoor — I have been busy the last two days with 
the papers relative to lands eastward of the Husseli Canal m Pathankot 
and Sboqjanpoor about to be made over to the Bntlsh Government. 
Full particulars will be found in my official correspondence. The 
zuroeendars of Potah and Kurrore anivtd late last night 

J ABBOTT Caitajh, 

Boundary Commxtaiontr 


No 9 — From Captaxn James Abbott, Boundary Co/nmisstontr toLuu 
Unani-Colonel Hebry M LAirREffce:,(^B^R<tidtntatLatu3rt — 
1^0 ///, daUd Conp Oostnaun Qatur, Purtjaub, 2Stui May 2847 

I HAVE the honour to forward my Journal from nth to 20th 
of this month, the contents of which will, I trust, meet with your 
appro's! 

3 I beg to solicit 3rour attention to the importance of the mineral 
productions of the* mountain chain called Sara dividing Khaunpoor 
from Rawul PIndl and Intersected at Margulla There is carriage 
road from Lahore to their foot and the presence together of lime, 
Iron and fuel in such abundance afToids great fadiities to the establish 
ment of an iron foundry The distance by carnage road from the 
Jelum, where water carrisge Ii B\-iulable Ii about 60 mllci, and the 
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large town of Rawul Pindi is m the immediate neighbourhood Good 
water is abundant The climate at the eastern foot of the mountains 
IS extremely temperate, the hot westerly wind having to pass through 
the higher strata of the atmosphere in its passage thither, and on 
the mountain itself are many sites in which heat is unknown. The 
mountain itself enjoys a salubrious atmosphere. At the foot some 
villages are afiQicted with sickness, and others are reputed healthy, 
a difference attributable seemingly to the water Syudpoor is of the 
former , Noorpoor of the latter class. 

3. The effect of any establishment of this kind would be beneficial 
in thinning the excess of jungle which at present harbours robbers 
and in bnnging the half wild tribes of the mountains and their 
skirts into more immediate contact with civilized life 


Journal of Captain Janies Abbott, Boundary Commis- 
sioner, Punjaub, from llth to 20tb May 1847. 

iilh May 184.'/ — Syttdpoor near Rawul Ftndt — Although the Potah 
zumeendar is unable to attend and has sent only a deputy m the person 
of a Syud, I find it is impossible to delay the settlement of the Suttees 
of Nurraie, and have had them in my tent with the Jumboo agents, and 
declared to them the terms upon which the Maharaja of Jumboo is will- 
ing to forgive the past and the terms he has guaranteed for their future 
protection. These are, briefly, the surrender of all arms belonging 
to the Government ; their peaceable return to their homes and duties, 
there to continue good subjects paying their rents and molesting 
no one ; the re-edification of the principal forts, to be occupied 
by Government troops ; and the attendance of a hostage or of 
hostages for the payment of the revenue Upon these conditions the 
Maharaja entrusts the fiscal and judicial duties of the districts of 
Nurraie and Kurrore to the principal zumeendar of Nurraie, Nusroo Ah 
Khaun, assisted by his family ; the revenue to be paid in three kists each 
season, or six kists per annum, to Jumboo;^ the judicial causes to 
be tried by Puiichayut according to immemorial usage, and the cnmes 

1 The following remissions are granted — To those in arrears five seasons, three are 
omitted , to those in arrears three seasons, one-half, to those whose houses are plundered 
or burnt, all, including the present 
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8 lh May iS^-y—Syufipoor ~Sm no news from Lahore The 
work Is now considerably ahead and I stn anxious to get on, but 
consider the aettleinent of the mountain districts of greater importance 
than the exact regularity of the boundary pillara, especially amongst the 
mountains where there it seldom cnldvatcd lancL 

J/ay— Dewan Adjoodhla Pershaud to-day read me 
a Roobakarec of the Resident at Lahore from which it seems that the 
question of the Jelum frontier remained in suspense and that Dewan 
Joala Sahaie had turned against his own proposition and urged In 
preference others which would utterly mm the Jumboo frontier 

The Potah tumeendar has not yet amve<L 

70 /A May-Syudffoor—l have been busy the last two days with 
the papers relative to lands eastward of the Husscll Canal in Palhankot 
and Shoojonpoor about to be made over to the Bnilsh Government. 
Full particulars will be found m my official correspondence: The 
rumceadars of Potah and Kurrore arrived late last mght 

J ABBOTT Captain, 

Boundary Commissioner 


No 9 — Front Capiatn James Abbott, Boundary Commisstontt to Litu 
Unanl’Colontl Menby II LA\vBEKCt,C-B^ Resident atLahort — 
Ho 14J, daUd Camp Chsmauu Qatar, Punjaub 22nd May x8^y 

1 HAvi the honour to forward my Journal firom nth to 30 lh 
of this month the contents of which will, I trust, meet with your 
npprmnl 

2 I beg to loIlQt your attention to the importance of the mineral 
productions of the mountain chain called Serra dividing Kbaunpoor 
from Kawul Plndl and Intersected at llargulla. There Is carnage 
road from Lahore to thdr foot and the presence together of lime 
iron and fuel in such abundance affords great facUltIc* to the establish 
roeol of an Iron foundry TTie distance by carriage road from the 
Jelom, where water cirrisge is available Is about 60 mile*, and the 
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large town of Rawul Pindi is m the immediate neighbourhood Good 
water is abundant The climate at the eastern foot of the mountains 
IS extremely temperate, the hot westerly wind having to pass through 
the higher strata of the atmosphere m its passage thither, and on 
the mountain itself are many sites in which heat is unknown. The 
mountain itself enjoys a salubrious atmosphere. At the foot some 
villages are afflicted with sickness, and others are reputed healthy, 
a difference attributable seemingly to the water. Syudpoor is of the 
former , Noorpoor of the latter class. 

3 The effect of any establishment of this kind would be beneficial 
in thinning the excess of jungle which at present harbours robbers 
and in bnnging the half wild tribes of the mountains and their 
skirts into more immediate contact with civilized life 


Journal of Captain Janies Abbott, Boundary Commis- 
sioner, Punjaub, from 11th to 20th May 1847. 

nth May j8^j — Syudpoor near Rawul Ftndt — Although the Potah 
zuraeendar is unable to attend and has sent only a deputy in the person 
of a Syud, I find it is impossible to delay the settlement of the Suttees 
of Nurraie, and have had them in my tent with the Jumboo agents, and 
declared to them the terms upon which the Maharaja of Jumboo is will- 
ing to forgive the past and the terms he has guaranteed for their future 
protection. These are, briefly, the surrender of all arms belonging 
to the Government ; their peaceable return to their homes and duties, 
there to continue good subjects paying their rents and molesting 
no one ; the re-edification of the principal forts, to be occupied 
by Government troops ; and the attendance of a hostage or of 
hostages for the payment of the revenue Upon these conditions the 
Maharaja entrusts the fiscal and judicial duties of the districts of 
Nurraie and Kurrore to the principal zumeendar of Nurraie, Nusroo Ah 
Khaun, assisted by his family ; the revenue to be paid in three kists each 
season, or six ktsts per annum, to Jumboo;^ the judicial causes to 
be tried by Puiichayut according to immemorial usage, and the cnmes 

1 The following remissions are granted — To those in arrears five seasons, three are 
omitted , to those in arrears three seasons, one-half , to those whose houses are plundered 
or burnt, all, including the present 
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InvoUiDg blood lo be referred for final sentence with the prisoner 
and the proceedings to Jumboo Niwroo All Khaun, in conaidera 
tion of the faithful discharge of the«c duties, will be secured in the 
possession of his jaghir of Alliotc, and will receive a jagbir iu land 
Talue 500 rupees, in Kurrl or Mecrpioor 

Nnaroo All Kbaun made many difficulties pleaded hard against the 
occupaUou or rc-edificaUon of the forts; that his jaghir might be in or 
contiguous to Nurraie that ah arrears should be remitted and the 
land tax abated. Bat he was answered upon all these heads by unan- 
swerable countcr-objectionB The presence of small garrisons obviates 
the necessity of large armies and all their attendant mischief The 
jaghir Is a species of hostage for good conduct; if close to the hills 
when resumed for any offence U would certainly be plundered by the 
late possessor l*he remissions are handsome and as for abatement 
thclr own statements cause me to believe the asseasraeots light at any 
rate none can be made until some proof of tbor undue weight be 
afforded He then bqjged the coming night to consult with his rela 
tions, expressing his doubts of being able to answer for Uie collections 
unless be had their solemn promise of assistance. This I am obliged to 
grant, although anxious to stnLe my camp 

I3lh May iS^y^yudpoor — This day the covenant after much 
discussion and many difficulties on the part of Nusroo Ali Khaun was 
duly sealed by the Jumboo agents In my presence The particulars will 
be despatched to the Resident at Lahore and need not therefore be 
recapitulated. Nusroo All Kbaun positHely objected to his own son 
being a hostage, and the whole of the terms were about to be nullified 
by his obstinacy when It was arranged that three hostages one 
from each of the principal tribes, should be substituted to be 
relieved at pleasure crery six months This as he cannot find any 
merchant to be his security is absolutely necessary His relations 
also solemnly covenanted with him to aid him In the execution of 
his new duties. I did not make the non interference of the garri 
son enter Into this bond reserving It for a separate assurance to be 
given to the Dritlsb Government that the garrison* be not allowed 
10 Interfere In any manner with the people, so long as the revenue 
Is paid and as the people ore orderly In their conduct Nusroo 
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Ah absolutely refused the jaghii iii Kum, and the aiticle of giant 
was omitted But after the assembly was bioken up he entreated 
me to pardon his refusal, and to have it sanctioned to him in Meer- 
poor I believe it will be bettei to give it him, because the fear of 
forfeiting it will alwa^'s be a restiaint upon his conduct 

I Jill May — Marched to Gooheh, seven miles 

j^//i May — Mai died to Shaul Delta undci the mountains There 
is a singular recess in the cliffs, which aie one huge mass of Tufa The 
spot has been planted with beautiful trees, and a cistern when completed 
will receive the spring as it wells from the foot of the cliff Niches are 
excavated m the cliff and a Hindoo faquir presides over a little temple. 
Shaul Delta is also celebrated for the tombs of some reputed saints 
From Shaul Delta two foot-paths practicable to camels cross the 
mountains, the one direct to Khaunpoor, the other to Oosmaun Qatur. 

ijtli /l/ny — Marched over the mountains, the road having been 
previously cleared to Khaunpoor on the right bank of the Hurro Nuddi. 
The camels with their loads a little lightened came over with facility 
and Field Artillery could be carried over on elephants The other 
road IS said by Lieutenant Robinson to be much easier and suscep- 
tible of conversion into a gun road A thick jungle occasionally 
infested with tigers accompanied me to Khaunpoor (szc), where my tent 
was pitched on the left bank of the Hurro opposite Khaunpoor, upon a 
turf shadowed with damson, bullace, and apricot trees of enormous size, 
festooned with beautiful vines Khaunpoor is, however, a disagree- 
able place, in and after the rainy season, when mosquitoes swarm and 
fevers are abundant and even now the temperature is perceptibly 
higher than I found it on the eastern foot of these mountains The 
Hurro, a beautiful stream unwholesomely loaded with lime from the 
pebbles in its bed and the limestone rocks which it drains, becomes in 
the rams a nver of amazing power, which, however, like most mountain 
torrents, speedily becomes fordable It is at present entirely consumed in 
irrigation, and the villages below Khaunpoor are reduced to the greatest 
distress by the stoppage of its current. 

i6ih and lyth May — Halted at Khaunpoor to enable the Dewan’s 
and Vuzeer’s camps to join me ; explored the river Hurro, and the 
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mountains over which the boundary runs. They are of old sandstone 
surmounted by primitive (apparently) ^ limestone at least I have detect 
ed In it no remains of organized hfe, although at Nurr Tops there is a 
spring of asphaltum Iron ore, the black oxide, is abundant at the eastern 
foot and today I have picked op some bcaadful specimens of the black 
oxide of copper The limcalone is of a deep steely blue, beautifully 
veined and susceptible of high polish It is found m blocks of great sue 
at Noorpoor Shshi and Syudpoor and a fortune might be made here by 
any cntcrpnzing Individual who shoold set up an Iron foundry and a 
marble warehouse The abundance of hme and of wood would render 
the fusion of the metal c»sy and natives are soon taught to work with 
the saw and chisel as well as Europeans The presence of copper. If It 
prove abundant, is very Important. 

1 hear of streams of mineral water in the neighbourhood and of a 
spring of iTllow water I have sent for specimens of both 

i8lh •Marched to Oosmaun Qatur, nine miles, and sent 

to offer a Wsit to Mr Vans Agnew, who Is expected at Hussun Abdal 
Plotting receivnog razeenamahs etc. 1 have stopped the forther progress 
of the To<^ah 8undif, as it has reached Gundgurb and Huzara, and as it 
seems Iroprobable that this boundary will be conBrmed, it appears to me 
inexpedient to act up amongst those excitable people boundary columns 
that ore not to stand fast. 

ipth and jtotli hiaj — Mr Vans Agnew rode over to roy tent on 
19th and we bad a conference upon the state of the country and the 
meaiures to be immediately adopted- It seems highly advisable that the 
precautions he has recommended be promptly attended to and that the 
Sikh Troops enter upKm possession as soon as possible after the conclu 
sion of the new Treaty of exchange All my operations from the 
Jclura hither arc rendered niiB by the new frontier bat It Is Impossible 
to desenbe m adequate terms the advantage gained by the people of 
the country wrest of the Jelum by the exchange nor to the relief It 
affords to the Juraboo Government, by whom they never could have 
been held in hand- 1 purpose proceeding at once to Mooxufferabad 

* The tprtaf of bptiatt Ictdi coo to qoe»lioQ wbctb«r tbla Itoxstocie cbb be 
primhlr* i»d t tbtl it lu/ cooUta roeL 
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and laying down the new frontier to the Indus After which should it 
appear to Mr. Agnew, and myself, advisable that I should accompany 
him into Gilgit, I will endeavour to make arrangements to that effect. 
If otherwise, I will adopt the option granted me by the Resident at 
Lahore in his letter this day received. 

The Trigonometrical Survey has just reached the Indus, and I have 
sent Lieutenants Robinson and Young to measure the base of verifica- 
tion They will afterwards start from that base and run up the 
tnangulation toward Cashmere, as far as the approach of the monsoon 
will permit But I rather fear it may be necessary to defer the survey 
and delineation of the Jelum until the cold weather, as the unhealthy 
season in those parts is close at hand. 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Boxmdm y Commissioner. 


P S . — The universal cry of the people is when will the Bntish 
interfere to save us from the oppressive system of bcgane. It certainly 
is ruinous alike to ryutt and to Government, for it is the consumption of 
capital in the place of interest, and I am of opinion that it would be worth 
the while of any Government to establish upon the mam roads relays of 
porters paid by Government and hired out by them to travellers. The 
expense would be repaid tenfold by the increase of cultivation, the 
happiness of the people, and the occupation by villages of the high roads, 
which this sj’stem has utterly desolated, so that no part of the jungle is 
so insecure to travellers as are the high roads of the Punjaub. 


No 10 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, from 21st to 31st May 1847. 

2ist May 184.'^ — Oosmaun Qatur — The tnangulation has now 
reached the eastern border of the Indus, about 1 5 miles above Attock, 
and I have given instructions to Lieutenants Robinson and Young to 
measure carefully a base of verification To pi event suspicion of the 
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meditated exchange of territory, I am contmaing the Todahhundit bat 
have sTTcsted the Surveyors on this side of Gondgorh, deeming it unwise 
to set op a Todah bundte which is likely to be cancelled^ amongst that 
excitable clan Meanwhile I am collecting all possible mforniation res- 
pecting the country and the revenue, and bringing up arrears of work. 
Although I think It probable that the Jclum will become the boundary, I 
cannot inarch towards Moezufferabad whilst a doubt remains because 
such a move would be regarded as a proof that the Huaara country no 
longer appertained to Jumboo, and In the event of disappointment might 
occasion commotions But I amprepanng for the hill journey, by hinng 
mules and making up packing coses suited to their backs which will 
prove the more necessary If I go Into GUglt with Mr Vans Agnew 

22nd 2^h May — Oasnwwn Qatar — Engaged os above 

detailed and anxlonsiy expecting the annonneement of a decision upon 
the negotiation pending at Lahore for an amended line of frontier 

26th jl/ay— Marclied to Soolianpoor, seven miles under the Gund 
gurb reouDtaln a precipitous ndge of rock about 1 000 feet higher tlian 
the \'alley« of Huiara, Kote and Chneh. The Gundgurrics have ceased 
plundering since the arrival of Mr Voas Agnew and their consequent 
hopes of recovering the possessions to which they lay claim in the plains* 
The whole re\tnue of Gundgurh amounting to about 1,500 rupees per 
annum is given up to this family with the view of preventing them from 
Indulging In their established habits of rapine. But the members of the 
family, being very numerous ore not contented with this concession but 
Uve upon the proparty of their ndghbours of the plains asserting that 
the whole country at the foot of this mountain belonged to their onces 
tors and was wrested from them by tyranny They arc probably right, 
and if so form a few of many hundreds who have similar grievances 
Mr Agnew informs roe that be has recommended that an additional 
Jaghlr of 8 C34 rupees be added to their present jaghir of r 500 as the 
sole method of keeping them quiet, short of exterramatloo 

syUi 2S(h St/iVnw^r — Emploicd as on previous days. 

On the 29th 1 received aulhoritj from the Resident nl Lahore for laying 
doT\ n tlie new boundary upon the Jclum and to moke over to the Jumboo 
Coi-cmmcnt at once about lacs of rupees of land about Jumboo It 
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IS not possible, without a survey, to make over more than about i lac 
or 1,20,000 rupees worth. 

joth May — Issued a Roobakaree directing the Kardars of the 

Lahore Government to makeover to those of Jumboo, on the 15th of the 
month of Harr — 


The lately transferred villages of Kurri 

Rs. 

22,000 

The ditto ditto 

of Koolut 

2,000 

The ditto ditto 

of Devigurh, Keerpind 

12,500 

The Sikh purgunnahs of 
estimated at 

Runjeetgurh, roughly 

% • • • • 

45,000 

Joora 

• • « • •• 

4 > 5 oo 

Urniya 

♦ • • * • • 

6,000 

Soochaytgurh Burra 

• • • • • • 

9,000 


Total 

1,01,000 


But the value of the three latter purgunnahs may prove considerably 
in excess of this estimate 

^ist May — Purposed marching this morning for Moozufiferabad, but 
have halted to accommodate Mr. Agnew’s movements, who diverges to 
visit the countries bordering the Jelum and rejoins me at MoozufFera- 
bad I have directed Lieutenants Robinson and Young to march to 
Wuzzeerabad on completing the base of verification, as it will not be 
possible for them to work up with me any further this season without 
imminent risk of fever. At Wuzzeerabad there are buildings 
unoccupied, where they may find shelter whilst preparing a map of our 
operations. They have both been working most zealously and cheer- 
fully, and often at the risk of their health ; for the work of more than a 
single season has been effected by them this year under many circum- 
stances of difficulty, from having no second theodolite nor any instru- 
ment by which very correct levels can be taken. I march to-morrow. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Botindai y Commissioner, 


8 
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No 11 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Booindary 
Oommiflsioner, Punjaub from 1st to 11th Jnne 1847 

isi June — KoU Huzara — Marched lo K,ote in progress to 
I>Ioozufferabad, surveying the road en route 

2nd June — Hurktshengurlu — Marched to Hurklshengurh or Hurri 
poor the latter being the name of the dty It is very slowly recovering 
from the plunder and violence it received owing to the infamous 
conduct of Its Ckivemor Moolraj ConBdence is not yet restored The 
walls are still in rums and it is not protected by the fort, simply 
because the gamaon must not be expected to sally for its rescue. I 
begged the Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud to tale immediate steps to- 
wards repairing the walls and gates The people will fear to return to it 
in Its present defenceless condition Hurkishengurh the fort is a smart 
liUlc castle of earth with the moat formidable of military obatacles 
a Wide and very deep ditch, which can be flooded at pleasure. It is 
In tolerable repair standing about a quarter of a mile cast of the city 
The temperature here is very pleasant, and this valley must be high. 
Unfortunately during the rams fever prevails here lo a fnghlful extent 
and pervades all the nce valleys from hence to MoozufTerabad 

jrdjune — Halted here to make enquiries and arrangements and 
rode over the valley which is in parts depopulated by the forays of the 
said Moolraj Notice came to-day that Dewan Kurrum Chund having 
disobeyed the most pKisllive prohibitions to move his troops further 
Into the country of the Dhoonds which fclr Vans Agnew is actually 
en route lo settle, had met with a shameful defeat from the armed peas 
antry He of course himself was not engaged, as it ia not the fashion 
for Sirdars to run any personal ribk. The event is raoet unfortunate, 
for there is no dealing with a people flushed with victory and the ind 
dent is suiTidcot to cause a general rising 

4ihjune . — Marched to lO miles 

$A June —Marched to lO miles. 

Marched to Nowa Sliihr, 17 miles, a town of huts In o singularly 
beautiful and fertile 1*0116} of considerable clc\'atloa The wheat is still 
standing although some of the rain crops are in car This would form 
a roost desirable residence but for the fever with which It Is risltcd 
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during the rams and the swampiness of the soil at that season I 
sought m vain for a quartei of an acie ol giound neai the town free 
from cultivation as a site foi a shed to shelter me duiing the rams 
I have ordeied the election of one, howcvei, upon giound to be rented 
during occupation. The fcvci here seems to be less universal than in 
Pukli and Hurkishengurh. 

Halted to make enquiries and arrangements The Corps here is m 
a state little short of mutiny, owing to its being eight months m arieais of 
pa3\ This leads inevitably to cruel extortion and oppiession on the 
part of the soldieiy The Indians, however, are doves compared with 
the Rohilla Coips (as it is called) composed of Eusofzyes, etc, fiom 
beyond the Indus These men are brutal and rapacious to a degree, and 
should not be entertained m any countiy under any circumstances, as 
the}^ make the lule of anj^ Gos^crnment who employs them liateful to the 
people I ha\e represented to Dewan Kurium Chund the pressing 
necessity which exists foi satisfying the just claims of these men, whose 
revolt at this moment would cause inextricable confusion, and he has 
promised that two months’ pay expected immediately shall be issued to 
them I lather hope, than expect, that this promise maybe fulfilled. 
Avarice has no reason Heavy complaints are brought of the daily, 
hourly, breach of the solemn convenant made by Joalla Sahaie, the Dewan, 
of the remission of past offences, and the abolition of the bcgane system. 
It appears that numbeis are fined or imprisoned as concerned in the past 
disturbances, and that beganes are carried forty, fifty, a hundred miles 
from their homes and detained 20 and 30 days from their ploughs at the 
most busy season of husbandry. 

The people are evidently determined not to submit to this, and 
they lay their complaints before me as a last peaceful resource Their 
method of procedure is cool and determined, and little exactions prac- 
tised by all native Kardars they resent as breach of faith. This fine 
spint, whilst it assures me of the impossibility of the Juniboo Govern- 
ment retaining long their present possession, makes me anxious for the 
future under the operation of the late exchange , for the utmost vigilante 
does not prevent the crimes of native agents, and the people are 
confident in their own resources Much may be done by the presence 
of a British Officer, if empowered to remove and appoint Kaidars But" 
if these functionaries are not under his control, his interference may 
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only forfeit for us Uie high eatinuUon in which at present they hold our 

justice and oar power 

8\h Junt —Marched to Maunsccra, i6 miles. Found a regiment 
of Jumboo troops in the town, quartering themselves not only m the 
bonnia s shops bat In the houses and amongst the women of the unfor 
tunalc inhabitants. Tbe troops have no tents, bad brought no cooUng 
utensils, and of course were exercising the nght which raight confera to 
make use of the lenanas and cooking utensils of their fellow subjects. 
Can it be wondered that any people possessing means of resistance 
should revolt against such tyranny? Rain came on after noon and 
lasted all night 

gih junt —The ram of yesterday prevented the exchange of 
carriage from camels to bullocks and mules which here becomes nece^ 
lory Up to Maunseera the roate hes through long valleys bounded by 
mountains The Lost stage la rather rugged but a gun road might be 
made so for Assailed by numberless complaints of extortion and 
oppression of ail which I have taken memoranda. I have begged the 
xnraeendars to prevent all commotions as In such circumstances my 
power of redressing their wrongs will be forfeited. Meanwhile the 
erection of a buugalow or rather shed for ray accommodation at Nowa 
Shihr and arraageraenta here for similar accommodation assure them 
of my return amongst them. They hall roc wherever I appear with 
beaming countenances, which would be very gratifying could I hope to 
fulfil a fourth part of thdr expectations 

/ot/i //mr —Marched to Hubeeb-ooUa kc Gurhl, a mud castle on 
the eastern bank of the Koonhar river This stream of small span is Just 
now 10 feet deep and racing past with great veloaty It cannot be 
passed by boat nor Is there any ford but an excellent bridge has been 
constructed across it, passable by loaded bullocks, tbe abutments 
being formed of piles of fagots supporting projecting beams of timber 
o\cr which the stems of trees arc laid These are boarded for the 
causeway and the projecting timbers of the abutments are held down 
by large heaps of boulders. This bridge, which is common in the moun 
tains for streams of small space, might at small expense be mide 
durable but at present it Is generally swept away by the floods of the 
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monsoon The boundary here is not easily ai ranged owing to the 
estate of the Jaghirdar, Sooltan Hooseyn Khaun, lying across the 
Koonhai and the Jelum, whilst that of the Jaghndar, Umeen Khaun, 
lies on both sides of the Koonhar. 

These men aie very tenacious of ancestial possessions and would 
not willingly take any exchange Umeen Khaun ’s jaghir might be 
disposed of bj' bringing it all into the Lahoie boundary and making 
his eastern boundaiy (a mountain ridge well defined) the boundary 
of the kingdoms ; but Sooltan Hooseyn’s lands westward of the Jelum 
will, I fear, occasion much difficulty, as the resumption or forced 
exchange would be an unpopular act in these parts, and it would 
be difficult, if possible, to ensure to him houd fide possession of anything 
given him in exchange by the Jumboo Government The Jumboo 
Government claims Hubeeb-oolla’s castle, but so far as I have yet heard 
it seems to me pait of the dependency of Huzara From hence north- 
ward the road is so extiemel}' difficult that I fear I must retrace my 
steps as far as Pukli, in order to find a travel sable path northward. 

iith June 184.^ — Hiibceh-ooUa^s castle — Halted here to-day to 
allow Mr Agnew to rejoin me I can, however, hear nothing of his 
movements Rode out to explore the boundary of Umeen-oolla’s jaghir. 

Eastward a high spur projected fiom the snowy mountains. 

o 

I believe the Huzara boundary from that point westward will 
prove to be a snowy ridge But nothing certain can be learnt at 
this distance Some of the tribes have never paid tribute, and others 
have been brought to pay even an assessment last year (sic). None of 
the countries yield a revenue worth the expense of collection, but it is 
important to obtain tribute for Lahore from as many of them as possible, 
to prevent their being invaded or oppressed by the Jumboo Govern- 
ment This narrow valley is hot and is said to be unhealthy during 
the monsoon 


J. ABBOTT, Captain, 


Boundai y Commissioner* 
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ITo 12 —Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner Pnnjanb, from lltb to 20tb Jnn© 1847 
iithy i2\Jx and ijh Junt remained at this spot to enable 

BJr Vans Agnctr to rqom me Danug his absence all intercourse 
was cut off between us, for the Dhoonda with whom that gentleman 
was negotiating are too divided amongst themselves to be able to aid 
In the transmlsiion of letters. I became rather anxious at Mr Agnew^s 
protracted absence and silence, but on the evening of the 13th he 
joined my camp and gave me the particulars of his negotiation 

From this it would seem that the Dhoonds and Kurrals two tnbes 
occupying the strongest country of Huzara and separated by blood and 
hereditary pr^udlces from the Pathao, Mogul, and Gukka tnbes of 
that country, bvc m a state of equality, tfcLnowledgmg at present no 
ruler and being amenable to no authority , that they settle their 
political dealings by assemblies called jirgabs and from their Isolated 
position amongst wild motrataios and fastnesses have bttle idea of any 
world but their own petty province Three Syuds Sburff Shah, 
S^md Shah and Mhaitab Sbab by name exerdse some inOuence over 
the Dhoonds but it is Umited and uDoertain. Amongst the Kurrals, 
Hussun All is the hereditary chief of one clan and Fatleh AIJ Khaun 
of another The country of the Dhoonds Is a small tract lying between 
the nght bank of the Jelum and a hogc spur from the predominant 
summit of Moebpoora then turning westward by south and dccupying 
the valley of one of the feeders of the Hurro river The Kurral country 
bes at the south western foot of the Mochpoora summit in the comer 
formed by the Dhoonds of the Jclura and those of the Hurro The 
country of both inbcs is very difficult and a large force Is requisite to 
gi\c certainty to any attack upon it Mr Vans Agnew recommends 
that roads be made along the ridges leading in two directions into the 
heart of the country so as to render the passage of an army corapara 
Ibcly certain This appears to me \ cry sound advice of Its feasibility 
I can better judge when I shall know more of the country 

The Dhoonds and Kurrals were brought under subjection by the 
Sikh Go\*emmcnL Hussun All m oddiUon to his jaghir of about 
3 500 rupees was allowed half the actual revenue of the Kurral country 
for keeping up a force to oicrawc the people and ensure the Kardar 
froth molestation It wotdd seem that for this consideration amounting 
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to about 6,000 rupees, he was expected to exercise this inBuence over 
the Dhoonds also, and that until the whole country fell into confusion 
he was tolerably punctual to his engagement. At present the tribes 
are in a state of rebellion and the difficulty will be to cause Hussun 
All to make the proper submission Should he do so, I am of opinion 
that he should be reinstated in his ioimer possessions (the choivth) 
as the simplest, and indeed only, method, not involving loss of control- 
ling so strong a country He has not come in to Mr Vans Agnew, but 
has sent messages. It appears that he is extremely suspicious The 
Syuds of the Dhoonds were conciliated by the Sikh Government with a 
jagliir and a yearly pension of 500 rupees, but this salary was extended 
to only two of the houses, and the third, Mhaitab Shah, was not 
provided for. He has come in to Mr Agnew and lent him all the aid in 
his power, and I think it will be wise to follow Mi. Agnew’s suggestion 
and give him a salary of 250 rupees a year from the levenue of the 
Dhoond country on their leturn to allegiance 

i^th June iS^y—Shtnkxau, zj miles — Marched hither cn ionic for 
the northern boundary of Huzara. The state of things in the Jumboo 
Army is very perilous. The troops are m great distress for pay, 
and so great is the want of money that I am informed that 250 rupees 
which 1 have borrowed from the Government could not be raised 
until the Dewan, Kurrum Chund, had pledged his bracelets foi it. I 
am discouraging complaints as much as possible, and assuring those 
who complain of having been made pay in excess of their rents, 
that the balance shall be placed to their credit in the succeeding . 

lylh June. — 15 miles. Marched up the mountains to Ull, belonging 
to the Pukli Collectorate 

i 6 ih and lytli June — Made an excursion to inspect the boundary 
northward, which is here formed by a low range of hills circling 
two sides of an elevated valley of Chuttur, these hills being spurs 
from the mountains walling the right bank of the Koonhar valley 
Here we were met by Moozuffur Khaun, a refugee from Pukli and a 
zumeendar of the Nundihar valley, the people of which are independent 
and anxious to retain their independence free fiom all molestation He 
himself has some requests relating to former farms and lands held by 
him in Pukli. This line of boundary is clear and well defined so far 
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u I am ascertain In my hamed examination It depends aa usual 
upon drainage. When the boundary of Balakote is settled, It may be 
expedient to define it by a landmark upon the nver, but these terminal 
Indications may I think generally be dispensed with amongst tbe 
mountains where brick and mortar masonry has never been seen 

iSihJum 1847—Owgha , — Marched down the Baee valley to Owgha, 
14 miles These valleys have an easy slope, and might be made practi- 
cable for field artillery on elephants at no great expense. This valley is 
tributary to the valley of Agrore, the head of which meets the hills 
dividing Nundihar from Chuttor and forming the northern boundary 
of Hazara determined by the drainage of the hills. Tbe valley of 
Agrore belongs to Huzara and the boundary lies upon the ndge 
of the mountains of its western or right side until they reach the nver 
Indus. 

igihjunt —Rode to the boundary m the Agrore valley and then 
returned and ascended a small valley on my return southwards. 

Marched to tbe Pukli valley and camped at Kbahl 00 
the river Slrrun Sent to desire Vuzecr Roop Chund to move his camp 
hither for a conference, as it is now necessary to give order* for final 
arrangements. No news as yet of the progress of the relieving force 
although Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud has been desired to ascertain and 
report it. It Is desirable that the Jomboo troops should get dear of 
the rivers before the heavy rams shall have set In I had directed 
the building of sheds at Koic to shelter my camp, but am answered 
that no building materials arc procurable there. 

I ba\e omitted to mention under date the i4lh June that upon tbe 
suggestion of Mr Vans Agnew, In which I concur I have paid In 
advance to the Syuds, Syud Shah and Shurff Shah, one half of their 
yearly pension commendng with the rain crops of the current year not 
jTt collected and given them a purwana assuring them that, on the 
return to allcglaDcc of the Dboonda, thdr salary shall be punctually 
paid them. I have also granted a purwana to the Syud Mhaltab Shah 
promising him a salary of 250 rupees i*early on return of the Dhoondi 
to allegiance. These will I trust, meet with approval and confirmation 
J ABBOTT, Captaim, 

Boundary Commtsstoner 
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No. 13.— Journal of Captain Janies Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, Punjaub, from the 21st to the 30th 
Jmie 1847. 

3Js/ /une iS^/ — Pukl/, Huzma — Hailed hcic to-day to an ange foi 
the c\acuaUon of Pukh by the Jumboo Hoops. Directed Dewan 
Kununi Chund to niaich out the foicc by regiments at intervals of 
two da^s, both to enable the tioops to cioss without confusion the 
Jeluin, winch is not budged at Moozuftciabad and also to prevent the 
chance of mutin3’ of icgimcnls in such a stale of destitution I 
‘should be icluctant to denude Pukh ol tioops even foi a few da3's 
wcic it not that then position hcic is becoming ciitical foi w'ant of 
pa_v, and that the ciossmg ol the ]clum and even of the Koonhai 
ma^’ a few’ da3 s hence be an opciation ofdangci. Mi. Vans Agnew^ 
iccommcndcd that the mcasuic should long since have been cnined into 
cftcct But Ins aigumcnts did not convince me. 

23 ud June. — Mai died to Manscra. w’hcrc I c\pcctcd to find the 
Now’a Sliihr Regiment (Nathoo Shah’s) as it w%as gcncialb^ believed to 
have maichcd hither from sheci famine They w^cie, how'ever, still at 
their post, although they have vainl3^ sued for i rupee per man, prom- 
ising to stand fast 1 5 days upon that allowance. I have given ordeis 
for then march to Moozufferabad. Here I found, in spile of the strictest 
oiders to the Jumboo agents not to levy any more revenue, that the 
houses of the zumecndais wcic still besieged by their soldicis, and have 
therefore desired the Vuzecr, Roop Chund, to remain here to pi event this 
breach of authorit3', wdnch the people would be likely enough to resist 
now that the3Mvnow themselves transferied to the Lahoic Goveinment 
Heavy lain 

2j}d June — Bd hug —Maichcd to Billing, a village of Tunnawal, 
passing through the open and fertile valley of Manseia, wdnch joins 
that of the rivei Siirun Heavy lain. 

2^lh June — Shn waun — Marched at i p.m , first over undulating hills 
and then over some of the wildest specimens of mountain ridge and 
ravine, to the table summit of Shirwaun, divided on this side from 
Mansera by the torrent Muhuguli This road, oi rather footpath, is not 
practicable to elephants. But it might be made so, the slopes being 
not very abrupt and the foimation a clay slate easily worked The 
ascents and descents, however, are very ei.hausting to cattle, and I 

9 
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rather fear I must relinquish the purpose I had filcetebed out of making 
this the main dcpdl for the troops, as the country around produces no 
spare food and the expense and difficulty of lifting it up hither 
would be great Artillery also would meet with many extra difficulties 
in their movements. It appears to be the most salubrious atmosphere 
m Huiara a superiority irlslng from its height nnd sterility — a small 
fort with a garrison of J 50 men Is here The scenery la squalid 
houses without windows built of dingy clay slate, a fort of the same 
mountain tops naked and wretched and a people miserably poor, the 
ver^ fields a shingle of the same clay slate But the water is the first 
pure fluid I have tasted since entering Huzara, and the air Is equally 
delicious The range of the therraometer just now from 60 to 78® 
and the altitude so far as ray imperfect thermometer allows of 
calculation, about 5 500 feet 

z^lh and 26 Ui June — Shtrtpaun — Halted here under torrents 
of rain Laid down a plan for a Broall bungalow on the hill top to serve 
as an asylum during the raioa. The collections I found going on actively 
here In despite of my prohibition nnd the people loudly complaining 
of injustice and extortion They do not coraprehened the justice of 
the extra items, msscom and nuuurana, although they have been 
subjected to them some time and In many cases no allowance has been 
made for the rents actually paid to Nawab Khaun and for which they 
had a promise of Indemnity This I have ascertained by careful 
enquiry I have rcprlmamled the Knrdar for his unjustifiable conduct 
but he pleads the orders of Hurri Singh and assures me he has 
received from that funcUonary no intimation of ray order to cease 
collectldg 

2^01 Junt— Khaki — As aoon ns the ram had ceased I started for 
the plains passing over two ridges, the and (Bllhiari) being the mam spine 
of this isolated duster of mountains The path susceptible of conver 
sion into a good mountain road Was benighted in the ravine of Kliakl, 
where the rain again came on dislancc 12 miles 

2Sth June — Hurkisheugurh‘ — Possed down the smooth ravine by 
Shingari to Hurkisbengurh 15 miles This ravine sccros to enjoy 
more exemption from fever than others in Huxara The descent is 
very considerable but very gradual and the ravine expands into on 

87 
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open valle}', joining the level amphitheatre of Huzaia proper. Here 
I found the Cavaliy Regiment from Peshawui and got intelligence 
of the near appioach of Bhoop Singh's and Bahadooi Singh’s Regiments 
with SIX field pieces. I theiefore desired Bukshi Hum Singh to 
piepare foi his depaiture Finding that he has neglected all my 
instiuctions, I have declined his visit until he shows some symptom of 
compliance I beg, howcvei, to state that the Kaidars aie in a 
difficult position, besieged b}' troops, long m arieais, whom they 
have no prospect of being able to satisfy , and that however I may deem 
it necessar}' m explanation of facts to notice then disobedience, or to 
evince anger towards them, I should regret to see them singled out foi 
the displeasure of highei aulhoiity for having acted as most natives 
would act (or perhaps a little better) undei the same trying ciicum- 
stances Their sloth is born with them and nourished by their 
education; and they are placed at piesent in a foimidable strait. 

2pth mid jolh June 18^'/ — HmkisItengiuJi — The Gundgurnas, for 
whom so much interest has been made, have recommenced plundering 
and murdering on a large scale About ten days ago they cai ried off 60 
head of cattle and one bunnia from Kole and three days ago were 
caught in the act of plundeung by an ambush of zumeendars who 
killed five, hand to hand, 1 eceiving themselves many wounds, and last 
night, in dastaidly revenge of this check, the Gundgurnas ciept down 
upon the defenceless village of Bukka and murdered in cold blood 
three sleeping women and several children It seems therefore highly 
expedient that an example be made of them They had full assurance 
from Mr Agnew and from me that their claims were undei favorable 
consideration, although from the first my hope was slight that any 
kindness unpieceded by severity would prevent the lawless and 
murderous habits in which they have lived from infancy and from 
geneiation to generation. 

Sothjunc. — Hmkishengurh Infantry Regiments above 
named arrived heie this day The guns are one march in the rear. 
1 find, on ordering Bukshi Hum Singh to move out all but a single 
regiment, that he is utterly unprovided with carriage, seeming to 
have depended upon carrying out his baggage upon begartes, which 
I assure him he cannot have: some delay therefore will be necessary. 
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Meanwhile I have posted two compames at Kote, and directed 
the construction of a tower to contain 50 men, at the foot of the moun 
tain on thor principal sally port, so that jt will be difficult for them to 
venture into the plain to plunder as they leave an enemy in their rear 
who on the alarm will sally out between them and their retreat. I 
beggfcd Goolab Singh to erect this tower last cold season, and he prom 
iscd it should be Immediately done. But not a stone was ever laid, 
although I was at great pains to impress upon him its importance, the 
whole \'alley thereabouts being depopulated by the depredations of the 
Gundgurrias This is however, but a temporary measure, and It seems 
to roc that there arc but two expedients offering any hope of suppress 
ing this scourge of the country either to sene and transplant the entire 
clan to equal pecuniary advantages in the wide plains, or to establish 
a fortified cantonment in the \ery midst of them If the latter should 
pro\e feasible, the force which Is generally at Hussun Ubdal might 
canton on the Gundgurh mountain where the whole hill and plain 
around would be under its control This I think according to my 
present cipenencc preferable to \eziDg and exasperating the SriLous 
by re-establishiog the Fort in their mountain as thej never plunder and 
are respected for their good faith far and near The Snkote gamaou 
does not obviate the necessity of a force at Hussun Ubdal, but I think 
the Gundgurh Fort would be quite suffkicnt to protect the whole circle 
of countty I h1^c liowextr yet to sec the ground 

J ABBOTT C\rT\iN 

Boundary Qommitstoner 

No 14. — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Ctommiflsioner, from the 1st to the 12th u uly 1847 
islJufyjS^j — Ilttrkishnigiirk — Colonels Bhoop Singh and Bahadoor 
Singh with their rcspecti\c Corps of Infantry and six guns arrived 

ltd July — Inspicctcd the guns and called for rctumi of ammu 
nlllou etc from the regiments and Artillery The guns I shall be 
able to make ver^ scrxlccable, but they hare been sent in a crippled 
condition. The carriage of one It mere touchwood, that of another 
belong! to an cntrrcl} different gun A third Is at present unscnlceablc 
for want of cup quarts ; none of the ammunition boxes arc water tight 
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and most of llic \\liccls icqimc in^^iant jep.m ] 3 iU tlicic is nothing that 
cannot '>pccdily be icnicdicd, tlic guns thciiibchcs (excepting the vent 
of the casi-uon piece) being sound. 

The want of ammunition I'j a inoic sciious mattci. They ha\c but 
half a do 7 cn 1 ounds made up and only a few iiiaunds of gun-pow'dci 
in icscivc 'J he Ca\ali3’ Coi ps is w boll}' wiiliout ammunition 'liic 
Infantiy Coips ha\e the one 30, and the othci. /jo lounds pci man W’lth 
no icSLiNc. I ha\c sent cmcigcnt 01 dels on all the ncighbounng towns 
foi lead and gun-powdei, luU it maj be some time bcfoie the deficiency 
IS made uj) flic anna) of ihc guns Jias Jjad <i Jiappy efiect J iic 
loibaiia /umccndai , who liad shut himscll up in liis foit on the Indus, 
this da} came to tendci his submission and w’as follow'cd b} him of 
Siikolc 

jidy iS^j —SuLok — As gi eat complaint is made by the Siikotc 
zumecndais of the o\ ei -assessment oi then lands, I made this the excuse 
of a sudden \isit to then mountain, being moic pailieulaily anxious to 
ascci tain the fcasibilit} of compelling obedience .ind the necessity, 01 
othci wise, of ie-cdif}ing then detested fort, as also to gel a mcw' of 
the Gundguih mountain in ic\ci5c In all these objects I succeeded 
completely. The people looked at me sulkily at first and seemed aston- 
ished that I should be found thcic, but I sjjccdily coin meed them it was 
belter I should visit them alone than with ,in aimy, and I ha\c piomiscd 
that if they pay then icnts dulj and do not haiboui lobbcis they shall 
have a bungalow instead of a foil 1 think the cxpciimcnl w'oith tiial, 
foi Srikotc Foil docs not command Gundguih, and the Siikotis aic 
upiight, inoffensnc people I belies c that the fiequenl appeal ance 
amongst them of a Biitish Agent would be sufficient to cnsuic regulaiity 
of collections, if the assessment be pioperly 1 educed Hill distiicts 
cannot pay at the rale of half produce which is lack-ient in tlie plains 
A plough in the mountains is restricted, not as in the plains by the 
limits of physical powci of man and bullocks, but by the bare locks, 
and the number of ploughs is no ciilenon of the extent of culture 
Many ploughs are not working onc-fouith of theaiea for which a plough 
IS calculated , manj^ not onc-eighth The number of hands and with 
them the number of ploughs is continually on the inciease, but the 
aiablc aiea icmains stiaitcned as ,it fiist and the icvcnue ought to be 
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lowered in proportion as the ploughs increase The arable land of 
Snkotc IS raitcrably condned and produces only Indian com and those 
not the best crops, U vs wholly dependent upon the rains which in 
Huzara are very uncertain 1 think its present estimated assessment 
of 5 000 rupees at least double what is just and do not wonder at the 
di/hculty of collecting It HlU lands in Huzara can never be justly 
made to pay more than one fourth of their produce. This supposes 
them coraparaU\ely rich and not wholly dependent upon the rains. But 
generally spcaLmg one-fifth or one-sixth is a fairer estimate, and in some 
cases both policy and justice would be consulted if only nutouraua were 
taken from them TTic Fort of Snkote has been built with unusual care 
It IS supplied with water in a claicm and crowns a small eminence upon 
the table summit of the mountain overhanging the village 

The ascent from the plain Is up a deep ravine of easy acchvily 
which leads to within onothird of the entire height from summit. The 
pathway 15 afterwards steep but there is no >ery formidable impcdl 
mcDL Returned la tlic evening 

iS^'^-^Hiirkisiieitgtirh — Lieutenant Lumsden favored me 
wiUi a Msit toHlay to discuss the Gundgurfi question His sentiments 
agree with nunc upon the impossibility of dealing with them until they 
hliall have been chastised. In answer to his summons of attendance they 
liavc insolently replied that they will come when Uicy Ivasc rccei%ed the 
terms they dictated to Mr Vans Agnew but not sooner meanwhile 
they lose no opportunity of plunder and wholesale murder 

5//1 and 6 lh Julf —On Uic second of this month I sent Bahadoor 
Singhs corps to lake post at Manscrv and Noashlra, and on the 4lh 
transferred the cuslodj of the fort of IJorkisheugurli from the Jumboo 
to the Laltorc Government My time is occupied in rccchnng petitions, 
registering complaints enquinng Into the stale of different districts 
with the view to a just assessment But the country is In a disagree- 
able slate v-ithoul Kardars and I am anxiously expecting the arrival of 
these functionaries 

7f/j, Jul\ — rUesc days were almost a blank from on 

attack of bilious fever 

jotbjulr — Feeling recovered I rode down to Barookotc to examine 
that place in reference to Its capabilities as a cantonment The fort 
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stands upon an eminence commanding a beautiful mcw of the \ alley of 
the Siiiun. riicic IS abundaiKC of wood, w.itci and glass, and only the 
uni\ Cl sal drawback of all the \allc3s ofllii/ain, — fc\ci in the laiu}' 
season. I pui posed mai clung next day to Toi baila, but a Icttci fiom 
Khaunpooi adsiscd me of the outbicak thcie of one Ata Ah, Gukka, w’ho 
with 100 men IS ihicatcning the town and plundciing the villages I 
thercfoi c sent ordei s to Colonel Recchpal Singh at Kole to hasten to 
Khaunpooi (12 miles) with a w mg of his coi ps and to attack Ata Ah 
wherever he should heal of him and piovidc foi the piotcction of the 
countrv Meanwhile not tcchng o\ci -confident in the piomptitude 
of natu e agents, 1 at once took ■saddle foi 'I 01 baila. making the new 
garrison 1 had bi ought with me follow, and, m ‘=01110 little appi ehcnsion 
of a lebuO fiom the gainson 1 was about to exclude, lodc to 1 01 baila 
I met, however, with no difficult}, flic gainson admitted me and tinned 
out at 111}’ icquisition, and as soon as 1113 people ai lived, I duly installed 
them This was some ichcf to m3' mind as the castle is a VC13' impoit- 
ant post I then rode back to Barookotc 

iilh filly , — ^larchcd to Kotc and found that the wing of Dhara 
Singh’s Regiment had started foi Khaunpooi the previous night 

I 3 lh July — Khaunpooi. — Marched to Khaunpooi , aiiived just in 
time to witness the escape of Ata Ah’s banditti ovci the high mountains 
and the last dropping fire of the detachment sent to appiehcnd him It 
appears that Reechpal Singli, Colonel, on getting my purw'ana stalled 
piomptl}' enough for Khaunpooi, a distance of 12 miles, but that on the 
vva}' It appeared to him more prudent to halt and lose a day Meanwhile, 
Ata Ah and his gang came down to plundei Khaunpooi, set on fiie and 
plundered the village of Sudhan and commenced filing upon the little 
town from the opposite bank of the Hurroo Theie was a gainson of 
40 men in the gin hie, and two of the Gukka Jaghirdais with about 15 
soldiers were present, bQt all vveie overawed, until at length a Jemadai 
of the army of Jumboo, w'ho had come hither to make purchases, stepped 
forw'ard and invited the others to follow him All remaining silent he 
went down alone, when the cr}' of shame set up by the bystanders 
induced the Gukkas and a few others to follow him Shots were ex- 
changed, and m a shoit time Ata Ah commenced a letreat in spite of his 
numbers and was in full retreat, when Colonel Reechpal Singh and his 



7 * 


JOURNALS OF CAPTAI\ J ABBOTT 

Wing came up and commenced manoeuvring ^c^y sj'atemaUcaUy and 
slowly m bis rear Of course every man escaped- The Colonel pleads 
sickness on the road but this was no excuse for keeping back the whole 
of his party A single company would have sufficed to save the town- 
Unfortunately It is difficult to proceed summanly against Ata All 
without bringing on prematurtly a campaign with the Dboonds, upon 
whose country he falls back, but 1 nm endeavouring to organize some 
means of apprehending him. He came in on Mr Van Agnew s mvita 
tion and was offered a moderate jaghir but he retired again suddenly 
from some 111 grounded apprehension and is now Joined by many of 
the hill zumcendars who are too weak to resist him I purpose halting 
here to-morrow to complete arrangements for the protection of this 
district and then to return to Kotc- 

j ABBOTT, Captaw, 
Boimdary Commissienur 

No 16 —Journal of Oaptaln James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, Fuujaub, from the ISth to the 27th 
July 1847 

ijOiJuljr iS^y^khaiinpoar — Halted here to make arrangernentf for 
the protection of the town- The wildest mountalna commence at 
this point and run back Into the still wilder country of the Dboonds and 
Kurrals who arc ever ready to assist In mischief and this renders the 
protection of the mountain villages dlflicoll j any freebooter who can 
muster 20 or 30 men can compel the mountain \lllagcr8 to join him 
howc\cr disinclined they miy be and only the establishment of chains 
of forts can elTectually control such irregularities 

14th July — kote — Returned to Kote, lea\lng two companies of 
Rccchpal Singhs Regiment to protect Khaunpoor 1 ha\c also sent a 
summons to the zumeendars to separate themscUes from Ata All upon 
pain of sharing his fate and ha^c supplied the garrison of ChuJjia 
(farther in the mountains) with pay 

tyih JhIj — Lieutenants Lumsden and Nicholson came over to see 
and consult with me and Sirdars Cbuttur Singh and Jhundur Singh this 
day arri\'td The former Is less old and emaciated than I had been 
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given to suppose. The Kardais have not yet ai rived It is very un- 
fortunate tliat the country should thus be left for nearly a month 
without any visible lule , and I cannot imagine why the Kardars could 
not proceed dak on business of such piessing impoit. During all this 
interval the glimpse of libeity is unsettling the minds of this most 
excitable people Jirgahs have been assembled at Torbaila, the result 
of which was the refusal of the bunnias to sell food to the garrison. 
Fortunately I had foieseen this piobabihty and already sent a supply 
of wheat etc , and ammunition, and strengthened the garrison by fifty 
more hands 

idfli July iS^y — Lieutenants Lumsden and Nicholson fully agree with 
me in all my views legarding the Gundgurnas and in the expediency of 
a speedy settlement; but Lieutenant Nicholson is expecting another 
corps at Hussun Ubdal and thinks it advisable to wait for it. Sardar 
Chuttur Singh has proceeded to Hurkishengurh, where he will occupy 
the fort I have issued purwanas to the officers and zumeendars to 
yield obedience to all his instiuctions The weather continues sultry in 
the extreme ; the hot winds are unabated. 

jytli July — The rams recommenced to-day with violence Many 
irregularities are going on in the district foi want of Kardars Murders 
and robberies which at present there is no means of effectually 
punishing 

j8th July — Continued rain A report from the Commandant at 
Nowa Shihr states that the zumeendars have been holding jirgahs and 
that the bunnias in consequence refuse to sell grain to the garrison I 
have directed him to send me, under a guard, any bunnia guilty of such 
conduct, but do not implicitly credit the report. However for secunt}' 

I have ordered up a supply of corn for the garrison There are, how- 
ever, ample assurances that those who think Huzara can be ruled with- 
out a constant exhibition of force are not acquainted with the spirit of 
the people At present the people have everything to hope from the 
new Government and are not, I think, in any way molested. Yet at 
Torbaila there were undoubted symptoms of a disposition to resist 
authority At Manseia the same complaint was made of bunnias being 
prevented selling gram and now a similar report is brought from 
Nowa Shihr, the two latter forts lying in tne principal granaries 
of the country - ^ - 
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jQih July 184’j—KoU —Rain aD the morning I have thla day lasued 
a purwana to Khaun 1 Zcman Chief of the Tarkhaneee (Gundgruriaa), 
to the effect that, aa he la not himadf Implicated In any of the recent 
foraya or murders and as I am vested with full aulhonty to settle his 
r1«Inm with equity, it Is necessary that he should attend for the purpose, 
promising him safe conduct to and fro, and denounang him, m case of 
disobedience, as a wilful rebel He Is at feud with the Simulkundles, 
the authors of the latter cruelties and should he comply with my sum 
mens it may be good policy to mark the distinction between them Bat 
he has never yet attended any summons and the general belief Is that he 
will not come The open purwana from the Durbar to Bbaee Mow 
Singh has had the effect which might be calculated. The Gundgurrias 
have sent over their property and families beyond the Indus and are 
themselves ready fora start, such at least is my latest Intdllgence, 
some as 1 have witnessed, have left their mountain to lake refuge In 
the dUiges hereabouts in dread of suffering with the guilty These I 
have assured of protection But I greatly fear it will not now be 
possible to catch the chief offenders 

20ihjuly — Kott , — I have been collecting together gamsons for the 
unoccupied forts entertaining as many of the old garrisons as appear 
free from sinister bias But have carefully excluded all Rohillas whose 
habits of plunder, contempt of dlsdplme and want of gallantry are 
notorious. 

In Hurri Singh s time there were 4/D0O troops In gamson occu 
pying 80 forts and towers , not much more than a third of this number 
of forts will be requisite. But the more ! see of the country the more 
satisfied 1 am that my first Impression was correct vi % , that Its mihlary 
tenure must be by forts or at least. If these be not garrisoned that four 
times the numerical strength of field force will barely suffice to hold 
the countrj E\rry mountain calls for several strong detachments 
around its roots to prevent its becoming the stronghold of plunder 
erf and as these plunderers arc often joined by the people In numerous 
bands no small detachment without walls would be In safety 

2iti July —Khaun I Z em a n , Chief of the Gundgurrias, has 
answered my purwsna submissively assuring me that be made the 
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first march lo join me , but begging me to go lialf way to meet him 
He has nevci attended any Govci nor or Prince, and prides himself 
much upon this icsci\nlion, and quotes instances of Goveinors and of 
Mr Vans Agiiew going to meet him I have replied that, if he wishes 
to establish his piclendcd rights, he must attend to show that he 
IS a \assal and woiihy of consideration ; if he docs not attend he 
must abide the consequences as a rebel I sent to-day a chuprassic 
and an escort to meet and give him assuiance, but they found that 
he had not descended the mountain lo the village appointed by him as 
the rendezvous, and they icluincd at night without him. 

July jS^/ — Khaun-i*Zcman having sent other messages beg- 
ging me lo send lo meet him Goolam Khaun of Huzara, I sent for that 
Chief, but he did not arrive until evening when he started at once to 
meet the Gundgurria Lieutenants Nicholson and Lumsden came over 
lo see me to-da^ and lo arrange the measures of coercion which it seems 
probable we must rcsoit to and which I confess I prcfci m the 
present ease to conciliator^' mcasuics, the Gundgurrias being over- 
confident in then numbcis, the supposed stiength of their mountain 
and the sympathy of their brethren, the Eusofzycs, over the Indus 
Indeed, although all the Chiefs condemn them, none would like to 
see this nest of hoi nets crushed or dispersed, because in case of 
an outbreak with the existing Goveinment, their alliance becomes 
most formidable 

3jrd July — The party yesterday sent to Khaun-i-Zeman returned 
to-day without him but he sent at night to say that he would positively 
come, having been alarmed I believe by Goolam Khaun’s warning to 
decide at once either to come or to provide for the safety of his 
wives I rode over to Hurkishengurh to return the visits of Sirdars 
Chultur Singh and Jhundur Singh . returned in the evening 

2 ^th July — Khaun-i-Zeman this day actually came in to the aston- 
ishment of all and rather to my perplexity, for his affairs weie more 
easily and satisfactorily to be settled had he continued contumacious to 
the last, than can be the case now that he is entitled to consideration 
with such pretensions as he urges upon the revenue He is a large 
man with prominent and fine features ; but is disfigured with a large 
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goitre. I received Kim with much attention, for although there is 
no great complaisance in a aumeendar waiting upon his siipeiior, 
yet It had cost the old man a very severe struggle and was contrary to 
the advice and feeling of most of his tnbe who pride themselves upon 
their Chiefs exemption from all attendance. I am persuading him 
to go fo morrow and pay his respects to the Sirdars and Dewan at 
Hnrkishengurh, 

♦ytt Ju/y — Khaun i Zeman is gone to pay his respects at 

Hurklshengnrh to my greatrehef I have vainly endeavoured to procure 
from the Lahore authorities there any partlcnlirs relative to his claims 
and I have now written for such to Bhaee Mow Singh of Puoja Sahib 
I have but an Indiatinct Impression of Mr Vans Agnew s statement, as I 
did not imagine the settlement of them would have fallen to me 
Gundgurh proper belonging hscally to Chuch, though geographically 
to Hazara. 

26lhjulf — Khaun 1 Zeman relumed last night but as yet I have 
no papers on either side Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud denies positively 
having received any particulars from Lahore such as the Durbar 
iDtiraated having sent him Every day numberless small causes are 
brought for my decision, bat the non appearance of the Kardars (except 
Ing the one destined for Khaunpoor) renders It difficult to settle 
onything 

2jlh July — Bahadoor Khaun Gukka, has commenced plundering in 
Furwola. Phis man was offered by the Juraboo Government a jagbir of 
500 rupees but refused it and has returned to his old habits, so that 
he deserves no mercy No IrcKips have amved at Kbowta nor can 
I learn of any destined for that post I have therefore begged 
Lieutenant Nicholson to order the Rawul Pindi Regiment thither and 
send with it 200 slpahis and q Thannadar for the garrison This 
step has become the more necessary that the xumeendors were begin 
nlng to rise against the thannas of the Jumboo Government But the 
regiment from Rawal Pindl can III be spared from that neighbourhood 
just now The Kardor of tire place, Blinec Dil Singh, writes that Baha 
door Khaun had planned a chuppao to seize him, and that he, the 
Kardaf Instead of meeting him manfully or madocuvring to catch 
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Imn, had lun awa^ in all haste What can be hoped for a tuibulcnt 
district the Kardai of which makes such confessions Bhaee Mow 
Singh's statement on the Gundgui h case has )usl ai i ived It is manifcst- 
l}’ unfaithful, \et to 1113 astonishment the Gundgui iias confess that 
thc3 at picscnt arc in actual unmolested 011)031110111 of 7»ioo rupees 
worth of laghii This is quite staithng to me, who had supposed that 
1.500 rupees was the extent of then possession. 

Tlie}' claim in Hunoh about 8,000 lupccs moic It seems that 
tlicie arc about 150 Jaghiidais, who aic pi ohibitcd b}' public opinion 
from any cniplo3mcnt (theft excepted) b} which bicad can be caiiicd 
I offeicd them military scivicc on fa\oinblc tci ms, but they decline it 
Had I been awxaic of the extent of then possessions I should moie 
sticnuousl3' have aigucd against an3 coiiLilialoi}^ settlement with them 
But 1)103' declare iliat Mi Vans Agneu' piomiscd llicm that the w'liole of 
their claim should be accorded, and although I believe this to be 
impossible, 3'Ct they ccrtainl3' wcic ciicouiagcd in then hopes. 

The strongest feature of then claim is that the light for which 
they contend is sanctioned b3' a Sunnud of the Mahaiaja Runjeet 
Singh and that the lesumption is the woik of a Kaidar meiely 

Ihe coming m of Khaun-i-Zeman has caused gicat sensation , and 
a gieat shock to oui credit will be felt if liis claims are not allowed, 
for every one knows how' much it has cost him, and his compliance 
IS considered b3' himself and people as filling up Ins title The ease 
IS most aw'kw'ard Injustice had been done long ago, but it was a 
species of injustice to individual light by which the public weal was 
advantaged our means of compelling obedience wcie complete, and bad 
the Gundgurnas not been meddled with until then excesses called foi 
retribution, a clan of troublesome and useless Jaghirdars would have 
been compelled either to labor foi their livelihood 01 to quit the country 
But having once been encouiaged to hope foi the lecovery of then 
forfeited right, it is impossible without much odium to refuse judgment, 
and if their title is valid foi one village it is equally so for another 
and for all 

When the old man saw the effect which his acknowledgment 
produced upon me, he turned pale and all his attendants were 
deeply affected 
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They are m fact m great dirtrcsa from the law which whflst 
it mates honest industry unlawful, renders the moat liberal hospitality 
a sacred duty and they had felt sure that when their Khaun took 
a step in ihdr eyes so detnmental to his dignity everything must needs 
be conceded- I dismissed Khaun i Zeman with a handsome Khlllut 

3 ABBOTT Captaik 

Boundary Commtssjoiier 
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Oommlfisioner Punjaub from the 29tb July to the 
0th August 1847 

2pik and joth July i8^y — Camp, Kote Hutara — I have written to 
Lieutenant Nicholson to beg him to move on one of hla regiments 
to Huzroo, as it la impKJSsible from Hussun Ubdal to make any sudden 
move upon Slmulkund the distance being between 20 and 30 miles- 
Accordlngly on the 3i8t he purposes moving to Huxroo with one 
corps and some cavalry 

Meanwhile, I have formally summoned the Chiefs of Slmulkund 
accosed of the cruel murder at Bukka without indeed any hope of 
thdr obeying the summons, and I have issued a proclamation to the 
zumeendars and others cautioniog them not to aid or abet their Kbauns 
upon peril of sharing In their ponishrocnl. This morning 1 climbed the 
Gundgurh mountain with a few matcblockmen to aaccrtain the nature 
of the ascent and to what portion of the Gundgurh territory the footpath 
conducted- The ascent Is most painful and the heal of the sun was 
Intolerable but there is nothing to prevent the ascent of troops at 
night. 1 purpose however oltackiog at a point farther north and 
opposite Bokka, as that path leads, I am told, to the head of the moan 
lain spur beneath which Simulkund is situated. In the evening visited 
the ddachment, Sikh Infantry, encamped here, and Informed them of 
the pimdsion made for them whilst under canvas and for thdr families 
after death, as wdl at the rewards purposed for merit, by the late 
orders The Narim docs not acknowledge the receipt from the Durbar 
of this Important order 

jisJ July — Kote — Wrote Lieutenant Nicholson In Political charge 
Slade Sagor, desiring him to move by a night march from Hurroo 
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upon Snnulkuncl on the night of Monday’, the 2nd pio\imo, bunging 
up Ills reset VC that aficinoon to IIu7ioo, so that it miglit icficsh and 
join in the attack nc\t monnng, and inloiining hun of my purpose to 
pass tiic same night o\ci llic mountain lulgc witli about 350 bayonets, 
wlnlst Siidar jhundm Singli led a column of about 250 bayonets 
with zuwbuoi uL'- and a biigadc of Cavnli3’ b}* the easici ascent of 
the Phuggolch Duira (01 i.uinc) upon the same point I am not 
sure that I icmcmbcicd in m3 past touinal to note the despatch to 
Pukh, about the 20th instant, of Colonel Bhoop Singh’s Regiment foot, 
w’lth 2 troops Diagoon^, 130 Iricgulai Iloisc, 35 zitutboonihs and 3 field 
pieces, which had been piCMOusl3 dcla3cd that it might join m the 
contemplated expedition, and which I deemed it impiudcnt longer to 
defer 'I here arc left at Iluikishcnguili 1 weak icginicnt Infantry, 
say 450 ba3oncts, about 3 tioops Dragoons, about 200 Irregular Horse, 
and 9 guns field with about 40 zuviboo) uh’i , at Kolc 3 companies 
Infantry oi 200 ba3oncts ; at Chuniba 2 companies 01 i50ba3oncts; at 
Khaunpoor 2 companies 01 1 50 bayonets ; at Bukka 2 Troops of 
Dragoons. 

ist Atigust iS^7, biuidny — I w’as occupied this day m the usual 
attention to urrecs and claims and in maturing the expedition forto-mor- 
row’ To this moment, I have hinted to none but Lieutenant Nicholson 
the movements in pi ospcct But to-moi row it will be necessary to inform 
Kbaun-i-Zeman lest he take the alaim Phis lenders vciy faint the 
chance of capturing the muidcrcrs, for how'cvcr inclined just now to 
submission and co-operation he is too ncaily 1 elated with the offenders to 
wish them taken, howevci glad he might be to get rid of them. Still I 
see not how' the expedition can be deferred without iisk of worse conse- 
quences In October I shall have my hands full Every day I am 
anticipating a summons to the northern purgunnahs, wdnther indeed 
I must speedily depart to settle disputes and introduce the Kardars 
to their new duties I have sounded those capable of appiehending 
the Simulkund Chiefs, but have met with evident reluctance If left 
at large, fresh murders will weaken the authority of the British 
name, and, as they cannot be included in the boon destined for the rest 
of the Tarkhailis (Gundgurnas), it seems necessary to dispose of their 
case at first whilst Khaun-i-Zcman is upon his good behaviour m the 
hope of our indulgence and before he has become careless by success 
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and the additional strength and influence which the enlargement of hvs 
revenue will afford him But I have intnnated to Lieutenant Nicholson 
that as 1 cannot possibly spare troops to occupy that part of the 
country the expedition can be attempted only under the supposition 
that his troops can remain to sec forts, etc. established. 


2nd Augnsi 1847 — KoU Hntara — Early this monung wrote to 
Sirdar Jhundur Singh that as he had expressed a wish to be my com- 
panion m arms the time was now come and I begged him to move to- 
night at 9 o clock on Slmolkund by the Bhuggotch Ravine that I would 
be near to assist him In any difficulty At noon I Informed Khaun 1 
Zeraans brother of the enterprise and demanded the co-operation 
of Khaun ) Zeman and bis people to appirehend the murderers, all 
which was readily and cheerfully promised I sent off early this 
morning Uahruff Khaun of rorbafla with a pnrwana, to dose the 
roads by the nver Indus I sent the Sirdar Jhundur Singh staunch 
guides who have a death feud with the Simulkundles and ordered a 
chief of the Mushwanis also to join him as the road leads through 
some of their villages This howc\er, by some neglect of the parties 
was not done and In the evening on discovering the error, I despatched 
the Mushwanl Syud to Snkole to stop the road through his country 
At noon I ordered the two companies at Chumba to be ready for 
aenicebj the evening At i pu Sirdar Chuitur Singh came to visit 
me and spoke very gravely and anxiously of the enterprise. I 
comforted his heart and assured him that it was the interest of all 
parties not to oppose us that even If refractory I had not left them 
time to man their passes and that once roaster of these the day was our 
own. He wished the column were loooo instead of 350 bajonels. 

I assured him that for the purpose In band the 250 would suffice The 
Ktrdar has at length ami'ed 1 have expressed to him my extreme 
displeasure at his needless delay by which the country has already 
suffered much At 4 pm I despatched a purwana to Chumba to 
bnng up from thence to Uukka the two companies on picquet dutj 
and aooUicr to Bukka to move one of the troops of horse from theuce to 
Bukka. 1 also sent for Colonel RIchpal Singh and instructed him to 
have his three companies under arms at nightfall and I ascertained lliat 
alt were well supplied with ammunition and one day a supplies 1 gave 
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orders also to send on in our i ear an abundance of all necessary food, 
as none is procurable at Simulkund 

The difficult}' of communicating with Lieutenant Nicholson is 
great, as the distance between us is now some 36 miles with bad loads, 
and thus, until 4 pm to-day, I was not favored with Lieutenant 
Nicholson’s memo of proceedings These, howevei, are satisfactory, 
though not quite in accoi dance with my plan On the approach to 
Simulkund of Lieutenant Nicholson's force, I had intended that a 
detachment should diverge towards Ghazi to close the iivei escape, the 
lest to attack on reaching Simulkund, but that there should have been 
no halt at Ghazi Lieutenant Nicholson, however, considers the halt at 
Gliazi expedient to arrange matters, and give orders that may insure 
success At 6^ pm, Sirdar Jhundur Singh sent to say that Colonel 
Dhara Singh of the regiment, a wing of which was to follow him, had 
just reported his regiment wholly destitute of flints and ammunition The 
regiment has been a month in Huzaia, and wained the whole time for 
immediate service I sent him an order upon Colonel Jodh Singh, whose 
returns show 420 flints The answer returned is that Colonel Jodh Singh 
declares he has not one I therefoie went over to Richpal Singh’s 
regiment and procured and sent the Siidar 300 flints he had procured 
ammunition elsewhere But several hours were lost in this arrange- 
ment, the Sirdar being at Hurkishengurh, 8 miles distant. I therefore 
could not start at 8 p.m as I had purposed, lest I should be too 
far separated from the Sirdar But at 10 a.m I marched the three 
companies to Bukka, and there was joined by the other two, I then 
marched on by the Phuggoteh ravine, instead of climbing the path 
lower down, for I had discovered that during the whole distance there 
was no water, which with such a mountain to overcome was a serious 
matter Just at starting a storm came on, and gave me some anxiety 
lest Lieutenant Nicholson should suppose I would not advance It soon 
blew over, and 1 threaded the ravine without opposition, no one capable 
of resisting being m fact aware of our approach. About three hours 
of very severe climbing brought me to the summit I led the advance 
guard myself, and gave the main column to Colonel Richpal Singh, 
for whom 1 halted, from time to time, until I saw him actually up to me 
What, then, was my vexation on reaching the top of the pass to find that 

II 
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I had with me only lOO bayoneta, the remaining 250 having m some 
unaccountable manner got separated, although we had moonllghU I 
knew not what to do, for morning began to dawn To defer was to 
render my co-operation with Lieutenant Nicholson impossible. To 
advance with such a handful of men was to nsk too much as in the 
event of delay to his movements, I should have to attack perhaps double 
my numbers in a strong village besides that the wanderers had probably 
gone the Snkote path, and might alarm that people and be cut off by 
them 

I was obliged therefore to wait, but it was broad daylight before 
my messengers brought back the wanderers We now pushed on at my 
beat speed but 1 found It Impossible to make the Sikh troops keep up 
with me They scattered themselves over three miles of footpath and 
when I shortened my pace, I could not keep them nearer Thus with 
infinite delay and vexation and an assurance mtber that the officers had 
no relish for the operations, or that the men could not be depended upon 
for any attack requiring celenty and order, I reached Simulkund, and 
perceived that the whole of the housetops were crowded with Sikh troops 
who had arrived nearly an hour before me, and found the place aban- 
doned It appears that, until late the preceding night or early that 
morning there had been 150 matchlocks guarding U»e place, the women, 
cattle and property having long since been sent away The Tarkhaflis 
follower! of Khaun i Zeman had in nowise aided to prevent the escape 
of the raurdcrert and seem now to take the whole matter very quietly 
Lieutenant Nicholson has taken precautions to prevent injury to the 
dwellings, and I have exerted myself to pre%‘eni destruction to the crops 
Dui to the latter, mischief must needs ensue as the luraecDdars arc not 
here to watch them. 

I have also Invited back the xuraecndars upon aasurance, and 
ordered the Tarkhallis and Mnshwonis to search diligently for the 
fugitives. But there Is a feeling of honor amongst this people which 
will prevent their betrajm! of them, even should they not aid them 

jrrf and ^ih August iS^y . — Tlicrc arc still no tidings of the fugitives 
and it seems absolutely necessary to establish here a fort and garrison 
(for tome time at least) to prevent their return. I ha^c therefore sent In 
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all directions for woiknien It appears to me that, as the Snkote people 
(Mushwams) weie embi oiled with Government almost exclusively for 
their giving refuge to culprits from Simulkund, the extinction of this 
nest of robbers will leave the Mushwams good subjects, and perhaps 
prevent the necessity of rebuilding the expensive fort of Snkote 
But Snkote Itself would not be sufficient to suppiess the Simulkundi 
habits of plunder, it being separated by seven 01 eight miles of the 
wildest lavines. 

^th and 6th August i8^y — Lieutenant Nicholson expressing great 
anxiety to move in the direction of Hussun Ubdal, it is agieed that 
I remain heie m charge of the place, a week if possible, although 
I am most reluctant to be sepaiated from my district, and that 
he then return and relieve me He leaves me two regiments of 
Infantry (very wenk\ one heie and one at Ghazi, and takes away 
the Cavalry. Vaiious reports of the fugitives are brought, but it is 
evident that no effective seaich is made by those who alone could 
have a chance of apprehending them Wilder ravines and jungles 
can scarcely be imagined 

yth August —Lieutenant Nicholson marched to-day to Goorgooshti 
We have as a last resource taken a formal bond and oath from the 
Tarkhailis and Mushwams not to harbour or aid the fugitives 

A leport came this evening that they have crossed the Indus into 
the Eusofzye country high up at the Towi ghaut and are at Khubul on 
the opposite side 

8th August — Seeing tents still at Ghazi, I concluded all was right 
and that Lieutenant Nicholson’s order to the regiments to halt there had 
been obeyed But to-day I am perplexed with tidings that the legiment 
marched back yesterday and that the tents belong to a corps here 
This IS most unfoitunate as the Chuch bunnias no longer dare to bring 
us supplies from Chuch, and I cannot spare men from this place to 
guard the Ghazi load I have written to Lieutenant Nicholson begging 
the regiment may be sent back, but the daks are uncertain I shall 
therefore detach as many men as I can spare to keep open the Ghazi 
road 
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ptii August 1847^1 find that the regiment though not at Ghan U 
within 12 miles of me at Goorgooshti, which Lieutenant Nicholson 
considers a better posiUon detachment will therefore, I trust, 

suffice to guard the road. Busily engaged in collecting stones for 
the fort ^ 

J ABBOTr, Captain 

Boundary Comvnsstoner 


No 17 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 

Commissioner, Punjaub, in charge of Huzara, from the 
13th to the 2&th August 1847 

/j//i August i847Sttuulhmd — A letter from Lieutenant Nicholson 
stales ID reply to my commonicallon regarding the removal of the corps 
at Ghazl that it was done with my sanchon I have a faint recollection 
of having been consulted upon the subject, but bad imagined that the 
post of transfer was to have been nearer to Ghan and that the movement 
of the corps was in prospect, subject to a report to me from the Colonel 
Commanding 1 however probably misunderstood the communication 
for I could scarcely believe the report of Its removal when first brought 
me and supposed that the Colonel had acted without instructions. I am 
quite certain that Lieutenant Nicholson acted m supposed conformity to 
my wishes as he has always done, and ray notice of the removal in my 
Journal was written under the impression that the regiment had been 
moved unknown to him it being necessary to notice a fact of which the 
after-consequences might have been Important. This day like others 
was spent In reading and answering unets and hearing complaints 
The walls of the fort ore rising apace. Sirdar Jhundur Singh proposed 
that all the troops should help to carry up stones for the edifice, and 
this they ore cheerfully doing 

I4lh ijdi i6lh, 17/h, jSthf jpth Atigusl^Stniti/tuiid — Employed 
daily in receiving and answering urzccs and petitions and In superin 
tending the erection of the fort. Neither mortar nor clay being 
procurable here the walls arc fonued like those of other parts In these 
mountains, of large stones braced together by branches of trees Imbedded 
in the layers 
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20ih August — Stuiulkund — Kliaun-i-Zeman, the Tarkhaili 

Chief, has just sent to say that if I insist upon his restoring stolen pi oper- 
t3% wherever recognised, his honoi will be forfeited, that I have granted 
him a ceitificate of remission of past ciimesand that to make him restore 
property to the owners is a breach of this 1 emission I have leplied 
that forgiveness of his crimes is widelj' different fiom the bestowal upon 
him of other’s goods ; that whenever any man sees his own property 
1 cannot pi event him from taking it , that I have refused all cases in 
which the property was not actually forthcoming ; but that the rule by 
which I listen to his claim upon properly wrested from him in Huiroh 
obliges me to listen to the claims of those from whom he has wiested 
property He states that, if it is my intention to carry out these views, 
he begs I will give him a boat and he will quit the country and retire 
beyond the river I have begged he will do so, and assured him the 
country will be well iid of him This, howevei, is only a threat. But 
it is probable that upon this point the measuies foi accommodating his 
claims will yet miscarry, for he seems to think that justice is a com- 
modity made for the exclusive use and benefit of the Tarkhaihs I have 
earned through the cause upon which this repiesentation was founded 
and seen the property (a horse) restored to the iightful owner This is 
not the first time I have had occasion to lament that the claims of this 
people were ever meddled with, or that they received such encourage- 
ment to hope as rendeied it impossible, consistently with our reputation 
for good faith, to reject their suit Employed as on other days in 
building the fort and listening to petitions 

2ist, 22nd, 2jtd, 2pli, 25111 August— Stmulkund — Employed as 
above Lieutenant Nicholson relieved me to-day, 25th, and I purpose 
returning to my district to-morrow bj' the Torbaila route The Simul- 
kundi fugitives are still at Khubul, an independent village beyond the 
Indus. It would be easy to have the village chuppaowed by the enemies of 
that people, but I haveiefused this cruel and unjust method of procedure 
and must, I believe, patiently await until they are starved into surrender 
or in some other way fall into my hands I hear that Lieutenant Lums- 
den is on his way hither from Peshawur to endeavour to apprehend 
them, but I have alieady been away from my district longer than I 
wished or intended. 
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36th August i8^j — (TAoe/ — Mflrched to Ghan on the Indus 
This is a most Important post and if it cannot be made a conv'enient 
cantonment must be occupied by a small fort. It keeps open the 
communication behreen Slmulkund and Chuch and cuts off the retreat 
of robbers from Gund^rh toiTards Torbaila The Chief ^Mubmood 
Khaun) a Gundguma is also held m hand by a garri on here, and 
perhaps the most complete arrangement were to bnild here a fort and 
plant the Chnch cantonment at Nagharchl on the Indus, about eight miles 
beloTV Ghaai threatening Kntera and Khurbara and sustaining Simul 
ktind and Ghari No control whatever can be held over the Gund 
gumas whilst the Chuch force is located as at present at Hussun 
Ubdah I may have expressed a different opinion before I became 
acquainted with the geography of this unexplored tract and found how 
impossible it la from Hussun Ubdal to molest the Gundgumas 

37th August-^Torbntla —Marched to Torbaila in a heavy storm 
The scenery Is of great beauty and intcre^L The river at least a mile 
in breadth, U walled on cither aide by mountaioa. But the road ia open 
to beasts of burden, although for obout a mile and a half the heights 
must be crowned during any military expedition, Khubul the retreat 
of the Simulkundi fugidves, la opposite Torbaila and could be battered 
from this aide by Artillery, unless I miscalculate the range for the river 
g r ows narrower as we advance up the stream 

sSth Augtisi^Humpoor —k heavy storm prevented my moving 
this morning Meanwhile Mookurrub Khaun, Chief of Puaj Tarr, an 
Independent district came over with 30 followers to pay his respects 
Several of his horsemen arc clad in chain armour with small caps of 
brass and steel said to have been captured from the Sikhs during the 
wars between Sirdar Hum Singh and Paynda Khaun Nuwab Khann 
also of Shlngari, whom hitherto owing to his treacherous and restless 
character 1 have prohibited returning from his exile into Hueara (the 
Koroars not being established in the district), haa now relumed with 
permission, the said objection no longer existing He has committed no 
offence against the existing Government At noon I rode to Hur 
kiihcngurh. Sirdar Cliuttur Singh, with his usual pohteness, called upon 
me. The crops arc most luxuriant— cotton and maize and bijra 



JOURNALS OF CAPTAIN ABBOTT, 1847. 


87 


2pth August 18^/ — Kotc . — Rode to Kote to arrange my marching 
establishment, etc , foi a toui through the district. The expedition to 
Gundgurh, though failing, as was inevitable fiom ciicumstances, m one of 
Its mam objects, the appiehension of the murdeieis, has pioduced I think 
a beneficial effect, in showing the Hill Chiefs that the stiongest of their 
mountain foi tresses ai e no piotection foi them from invasions Jehandad 
Khaun (son of Paynda Khaun), whose ancestors have handed down to 
him an oath nevei to wait upon moital Governor or Prince, is now all 
anxiety for permission to attend All thiee of the Kurral Chiefs have 
sent brotheis 01 sons to tendci allegiance and invite me to take posses- 
sion, and Syud Zemaii Shah of Khagan begs permission to attend. 
Khdun-i-Zeman of Gundgurh had never attended upon any Governor 
or King, several of the formei had gone to meet him in his mountains, 
and Mr. Vans Agnew himself was obliged to comply with this cere- 
mony. 

J Af3BOTT, Captain, 

Boimdmy Cowimssiouci . 


No. 18 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, in charge of Huzara, from the 1st to 
the 13th September 1847. 

ist Seplembe} — Hui 1 ipoor, Hueai a — Rode over from Kote Jehan- 
dad Khaun has actually reported arrival at a village in this neigh- 
bourhood I have appointed the morrow for his reception Employed 
in receiving urzees and making the revenue settlement 

2nd September — Hmripoor — Jehandad Khaun, Chief of Bhowgree 
and heir of the celebrated Paynda Khaun, a Chief who, from the 
resources of his little circle of mountains yielding a revenue of about 
10,000 rupees yearly, contrived to keep the Sikhs under Sirdar Hum 
Singh at sword point for about 20 years, and who, when the whole of his 
little territory aforesaid was covered with Sikh Forts and garnsons, 
reaped his revenue or great part of it in their despite — the son of 
this extraordinary man, who has always professed great revet ence for 
the British, called upon me to-day and was received with honor He 
has an hereditary oath to wait upon no Pnnee or Ruler, and he 
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itrove hard to elode what I concdved essential for the dignity of 
the Govemraent I informed him plainly that, if be did not attend 
In person his jaghirs would be confiscated that his conduct during 
the late confusion had been so exemplary that I trusted he would 
not force me upon a line of policy so contrary to my inclination ; but 
that I could not understand the anomaly of a Jaghirdar too proud to do 
fealtj for his lands On hearing of the Gundgurh expedition hesuddenly 

became as anxious as previously he had been reluctant, to attend 
He is a small spare and good looking roan with a gentle voice and 
expression of coontenancc and a slight hesitation In his speech Goolab 
Singh son of Srrdar Chnttur Singh, whilst Governor of Huxara bestowed 
upon him lands contiguous to his own to the amount lOOOO rupees 
Part had been previously given him by other Governors but none of the 
Sunnuds are legally authentic wanting the confirmation of the Maha 
raja. The case has become a delicate one There are numberless 
grants equally untuthentlc, which if repealed would throw the whole 
country Into confusion, for the anthority to make these grants grew 
naturally out of the possession of the first Governor, Hurrl Singh, of a 
right, generally acknowledged to be vested In Jaghirdars of the Punjaub 
to give away portions of their jaghir At the same tune, the grant 
in the present case has tended to strengthen hands already too strong 
and some of the vAlages along the Indus cannot conveniently be spared 
on account of thdr value In guarding the river passage It Is true that 
the cost of the gamsons necessary to retain possession is treble or 
quardruplc the revenue they yield and that a rupture with Jehandad 
K,haun would be a serious extra item of expense Mookurrub Khaun 
Chief of Punj Tarr beyond the Indus, joined my bndle os I rode In from 
forbaila some day ago He has amongst his guards three horsemen In 
shirts of mail, and steel or braas skullcaps whose appearance Is very 
picturesque. These suits of armour axe, I believe part of the booty 
won by him or his father In the war so long waged against Hum 
Singh Jehandad Khaun has many such, but has prudently forborne 
displacing them on the present occasion 

yd y/A ^th StpUmbtr 18^7 — Hurnpoor — Busily engaged In the 
seiUemcpl of the revenue. I am dblributlng books, duly scaled and 
signed to all the xumcendars and tnalgoozars, and receiving examining 
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registering and countei signing the grants, a tedious business, for the 
petty grants of land and com are almost numberless I have slightly 
reduced (? c., by 5 per cent) the whole assessment, as I am assured it is 
unduly heavy, and I have given assmance that nothing in the shape of 
iinzzurana, 1 tissooWj or any other name, shall be taken beyond the nominal 
assessment. It is possible that some villages may still be over-assessed. 
But in all cases wheie distress is exhibited I have given the malgoozar 
the choice of huukoot (or assessment in kind) for three years. 

6 th Scpkmhc) jSp./ — Hitmpoo). — Jehandad Khaun was dismissed 
to-day with a handsome present. 1 told him that 1 feared 1 must retain the 
river villages given to him by Goolab Singn, as necessaiy to secure the 
river ferries I dismissed also Mookurrub Khaun with a khillut suited to 
his rank. News has been received from Khowla that Raja Hyatoolla 
Khaun of that place, whose jaghir was seized by Maharaja Goolab Singh 
some years ago and who himself has been ever since a prisoner with the 
Maharaja, having been suddenly set at liberty, instead of being made 
over to the Lahore authorities, has collected the disatfected and set the 
Government at defiance I have represented to the Jumboo Agent the 
impropriety of this procedure on the part of their Government. Have 
issued a purwana to Hyattoolla calling him to submit himself upon 
pain of being treated as a rebel and have instructed the Kardar to seize 
him or to slay him if he desists. But the timidity of the Sikh officers 
will probably prevent my orders being earned out, and 1 shall be obliged 
to go to Khov/ta myself as soon as I can settle the Kurral and Dhoond 
country. Employed as pieviously 

yth, 8 th and pth September — Hmupoor — HussanAli Khan, Kurral, 
has at length, after trying every method to elude attendance in person, 
written to say he is on his way to wait upon me The other Kurral 
Chiefs had previously submitted on hearing of the expedition against 
Gundgurh The Syuds of Khagan, Zamin Shah and Futeh Ah Shah, came 
in some days ago. They have been in rebellion hitherto Upon the 
whole, the Gundgurh expedition, the failing of one mam point, viz , the 
apprehension of the murderers, which circumstances had led me almost 
to despair of previously, has hitherto produced good fruits, for those 
mountains have never previously been assailed, I believe, by a force of 
less than 8 or 10,000 bayonets, and we had not in all more than 1,600 
of all arms 
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lolh Sepimbn All Khaun, Kurral of 

Nara came In uxlay He la on exceedingly shy and timid character Hi» 
father was murdered by Futch AU Khaun Kurral The Korrals and 
Dhoonds are accounted a treacherous race. The amval of Hufisun All 
Khaun, which I did not expect, has rendered It necessary to anticipate 
a military move upon Nara and Mukholc In the Kurral country, but It 
Is difficult to collect a sufficient forcejnat now, and I would not entangle 
a small detachment amongst those wild mountains, Dhara Singh s Corps 
Is only 400 strong and a wing la engaged at Simulkund I hope, bow 
ever, to be able to collect about 1,000 bayonets In a few dayt, when 
I will start for Nara Employed as on other days The cry for blood is 
great scarcely a man was sitting m niy Kntcbcrry to-day, where some 
60 or 70 were assembled but had the blood of one or more victims on 
his hands, and the relatives of these coming In raised a general clamour 
for Justice It was difficult to pat It down by referring to the late proc- 
lamations of amnesty and the terms of assurance upon which the 
Chiefs have surrendered themselves- And indeed it is a delicate question 
how to proceed In case of the sons and brothers of the murdered 
rendering themselves the Justice denied them by the laws. Ata AU 
Khaun Gukka, has committed a fresh murder, but I trust we shall soon 
have such possession of the Kurral end Dhoood mountains as to render 
hls retreat thete Impossible. 

iith I2th StpUmhtr — Hurnpoor — Engaged In the revenue settle- 
ment as on other days, ixih, the Eed of the Moosulmans. 

ijthSiplembfT — Engaged In the revenue settlement and answering 
the numberless unces upon petty subjects which I cannot persuade the 
ruraeendars to make to their own Kardars. I dare not leave these 
urxecs unopened lest they contain by any acadent matter of Importance, 
but ibcir reading la a serious task upon my time. Ordered RJchpal 
Singhs Regiment and Colonel Unmur Singh with two guns to be ready 
to march to-morrow morning I had yesterday withdrawn the detach 
menta from Khaunpoor and Torballa, Of ihe gun elephants five ore 
inefficient from galled hacks. 


J ABBOTT, Captaih 

Boundary Commisstcner 
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No. 19.— Joui’nal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Co mmi ssioner, in charge of Huzara, from the 18th 
September to the 3rd October 1847. 

iSih^ jglh Scptctnbet — Sirdar Jhundur Singh having expressed 

his desire to assume charge of the detachment which I purposed march- 
ing to Nara to rebuild the mountain castle there. I consented to the 
arrangement, and he marched this day with 1,000 bayonets and 3 guns 
upon elephants, with about 2 q zumbootahs My object in altering my 
first intention is to render it more difficult for the Kurral Chiefs to 
practise treachery if so disposed, for had I marched to their country I 
must have taken them with me They would not have felt safe here m 
my absence and whilst I was leading troops through their country, 
whereas undei the piesent aiiangement they lemam here with me as 
hostages The officer whom I sent to Man with 200 matchlocks, 
to repair and gairison that castle, reports it in a very ruinous state 
But the repairs are pioceeding As the people of the country destroyed 
these forts, I had purposed, on entering the country in force, to rebuild 
them at their expense , but as 1 have not yet a sufficient force to compel 
such obedience, the operations being hurried by the sudden submission 
of the Kurral Chiefs, I have ordered that the ryutts employed m the 
work shall receive rations but not pay as at Simulkund, where the work 
was new. Busily employed in the Revenue Settlement 

20th Sepiembci — Employed in the Revenue Settlement. The 
Dhoond zumeendars of Dunna came in to-day, and I purpose sending 
a party immediately to rebuild that mountain fort, retaining here as 
hostages half the zumeendars. I he disposition of the remainder of the 
Dhoonds remains to be seen. They have not yet made their submission 
Their country is a mass of lofty mountains covered with jungle and 
cannot be safely entered by small detachments, but the possession of 
Dunna is very important and will simplify operations should such 
prove necessary 

\ 

2 ist September — Employed in the Revenue Settlement The 
woiks of Simulkund proceed slowly Clay and sand are brought from the 
distance of four miles and the water has to be raised about 200 feet 

22nd September — Despatched an officer of Sikh Cavalry with 50Q 
matchlocks to Dunna to rebuild there the ruined Hill Fort which was 
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rased to the earth by the itimeendars. I retain some of the rumeendars 
and one of the mflaenbal Synda as hostages * 

2jrti Stpttmhtr — Employed In the Revenue Settlement 

apth Sepiembrr — Employed as above In the evening Lieutenant 
ReyneU Taylor arrived from Cashmere on his way to Peshawur 

2^th, 26th, yjth September — Employed in the Revenue Settlement 
The works of fill the forts are proceeding without molestation from the 
hill tribes. Two of the Slmulkund Chiefs not I bcheve implicated m 
the late murders at Bukka have surrendered themselves. The rest are 
in a state of partial blockade- The poor bunnias son who had been 
kidnapped by them, has been *et free by the two Chiefs who have come 
in as a peace offering This is a rehef to my mind for 1 felt my honor 
concerned in his liberation. 

28lli 2^, joih September — Lieutenant Taylor has received instruc 
tions from Lahore which have determined him to return to the Jumboo 
frontier for the settlement of the bill tribe called Siddun, and he has 
written accordingly to Cashmere to have a force in readiness to back bis 
mediation Employed In the Revenue Settlement. 

lit <w/if jrrf — Employed as above. All is proceeding 

prosperously Pnblishcd the abohtlon of the internal transit duties, 
which arc a great relief to trade and to agriculture, 

J ABBOTT, Captajh, 

Boundary Commissioner 


No 20 — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boimdary 
Commissioner, In oharge of Huzara, from the 4tli to 
the 20th October 1847 

4U1 October . — Rode out to the village of Nara to sec whether 
the people had obeyed my injunction to quit It and return to their 
several villages in the plain, they having taken refuge In Nara from the 
wholesale cruelty of Dewon MoolraJ nnd the Lahore Goverament being 
sensItK cly a\ erse from the re-occupaUon of a village which In the time of 
Sardar Hurri Singh cost them so much blood I found that my orders 
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had been but imperfectly obeyed, the village being still occupied and but 
a. few of the inhabitants having returned to the plain I therefore remon- 
strated with the Chief, Mu Zeman Khaun, and assuied him that if the 
people did not instantly comply with the older, I should resume the 
grant made them in consideiation of their houses in the plain having 
been destroyed Mir Zeman Khaun is himself building at Kullabutt 
He assured me 1 should have no farthei occasion to find fault 

The village is exceedingly strong against any imperfectly organized 
attack It lies at the foot of a high, rocky hill, the spurs of which have 
some lude breastworks. On three sides a deep chasm separates it from 
the giound sloping down toward the plain, so that an immense body of 
fire can be poured upon an enemy approaching from that side, and the 
stones rolled down would be more effective than musketry But it can 
be turned Sardar Hum Singh, at the head of a strong force, was 
several times repulsed here by the peasantry, about ten of^he Sikh Sirdars 
were slain, and he narrowly escaped with life Ihere are hundreds of 
villages or posts of equal stiength in Huzara , but it seldom happens 
that so large a body of peasantiy is collected to defend them as were 
found at Nara, the people of Srikote and Torbaila being combined on 
that occasion with those of Kullabutt. 

On my leturn, employed till evening as usual in the Revenue 
Settlement 

Slh, ylh Oclobet — Sirdar Jhundur Singh having leported the 
completion of the castle of Naia (a diffeient place fiom the village just 
referred to), I have begged him to send a party to repair the walls of 
the small castle of Migra Numbi in the mountains of that neighbour- 
hood The castle of Man has been some time finished, and the Fort of 
Dunna is far advanced toward completion The reservoir of the Simul- 
kund castle still detains a larger force there than can well be spaied 
European superintendence being impossible, there is no avoiding such 
delay Employed daily in the Revenue Settlement I have remitted 
1 5 pei cent of the village assessments m Nara, the scale being certainly 
at least that much too high And I have promised the Kuiral Chief, 
HussUn All Khaun, that so long as the revenue is legularly paid and 
11 regularities are prevented, 1 shall leave him in possession of his 
ancestral residence at Mukole, otherwise the castle there will be rebuilt 
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I have reinstated him also in his old jaghir, of which he was deprived, 
by Dewan Moolraj The only value of the country of Nara is the 
power its possessor has of preventing raids and apprehending outlaws, 
otherwise the expenses are about three times the revenue 

Bih, pih lolh OclobtriS^Y —Employed in the Revenue Settlement 
I am not sure whether I noted on a previous date that two of the outlaws 
of Simulkund bdng reduced to the greatest distress by the measures I 
have taken to annoy them at Khubul had surrendered themselves to Lieu 
tenant Nicholson and had been transferred by him to me 1 have placed 
them under restraint until their case can be tned I rather hope they 
are not concerned in the murdera at Bukka. 1 have seized one of the 
two boats which were at Khubul and have closed the ferry there. 
Several skirmishes have taken place between the Khubulites and the 
guards at Torbaila, as the former have crossed over once or twice for 
the purpose of -theft or annoyance. 1 have directed Fuzl Kbaun who 
has charge of the detachment not to attack Khubul without support 
from Peshawur and not to molest the innocent inhabitants but to 
confine his operations to the person and property of the influential 
zumeendars, the harbourers of the murderers. 

iJlh, ist/i ijih, i^h T^th i 6 th lytlt —Employed in the 

Revenue Settlement and In the investigation of a charge of murder, 
which I commenced previous to the arrival of the Sirdar The circura 
stantial evidence is damning but no direct evidence seems possible. 
The case is the deliberate murder of a sleeping comrade by two Rohilla 
soldiers Tlie Fort of Dunna is now bulU up and the reservoir is filled, 
and it only remains to piaster the cxlenor with mud Two murderers 
apprehended by Jaafur Khaim of Goolreh, a reclaimed robber, whom I 
prevented from being ousted out of the jaghir granted him upon 
condition of reform were brought in on the nth and placed In custody 
Some more petty thefts in this town have obliged me to change the 
Kolwal or rather to persuade the Sirdar to do so The office, however, 
is kept in the same family as the head of that family Gholam Khaun, 
Tann has rendered the most essential service to the Government 
in conclliailog and bringing in rebellious subjects. He Is heir by right 
to ail the country properly called Huzara, of which he was dispossessed 
by HurrI SmgK I have made up h!s jaghir from 4,000 to 5,000 rupees 
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as liis expenses are very great and scarcely covered by even this 
allowance 

Lieutenant Taylor, having finally received instructions to hasten 

toward Peshawur, left me on the . He was detained by delay 

in procuring carriage I borrowed with great difficulty from the Sirdar 
some idle camels belonging to Government to carry him on a few 
stages 

iSth October i8/fj — The two principal outlaws of Simulkund, 

Sirdar Khaun and gave themselves up to-day, being 

driven to the greatest straits at Khubul. This is something gained But 
1 would rather they had been apprehended I have solemnly assured 
them that I can deal with them only through the sentence of the law : 
that I have no power to forgive the innocent blood shed at Bukka 
And 1 have from the first empowered none to offer them any terms but 
those of a fair trial I have lodged them in the Fort, and begged the 
Sirdar who resides there to act according to his judgment as regards 
their security and not to put irons upon them unless it seems absolutely 
necessary Unfortunately there is no prison-house in the country 
Employed as on other days in the Revenue Settlement and in visiting 
lands where failures in the harvest are reported. The season has not 
concluded so favorably as it promised. Many of the lands lying 
between two mountain ridges have been burnt up for want of the after 
rain And I perceive that extensive tanks are much wanted in several 
parts of this valley, where irngation in all cases and even the water 
necessary for existence in many cases is wanting I believe the under- 
taking to be quite feasible, as the declivity of the valley is considerable. 
But the simplest piocess, that of damming up the courses of torrents, 
IS for the most part impracticable heie owing to the porosity of the 
beds of the torrents in which the stream disappears and again wells 
forth repeatedly in the course of a mile 

ipth and 20 lh October — Employed as above in Revenue Settle- 
ments and in visiting village estates, also in arranging the affairs of the 
Gundgurrias, for whom it is difficult to assign lands m lieu of their 
lost rights, owing to the multiplicity of claimants 

, J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundary Cownnsstoner, tn charge of Huzar a 
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No 21 — Journal of Oaptain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner in ohar^ of Huzara, from the 19th 
Ootober to the 8rd November 1847 

iglh 2oih October — The 19th being the DuBsara, I received 
a visit of ceremony from Sirdar Chuttnr Singh Nazim, his son Aotar 
Singh and the Dcwan AdJoodhU Perahaud, accompanied by the officers 
Civil and Military remaining here. The Sirdar’s ntteeur being passed 
round my head as Strwetma could not be rejected but the other ntiMMurs 
I refused according to custom. In the afternoon I accompanied the 
Sirdar and Dewan to the spectacle which, owing to the smallness of the 
detachment left here was not very imposing On the 20th engaged as 
usual in the revenue collection Upon overhauling the ststementa of 
actual collection in the time of Dewan Moolraj and comparing them 
with older pultm In tlie possession of the xumcendars, two things 
become manifest First that an already heavy assessment was Increased 
throughout Huzara, from 8 to 25 per cent., by an order from the 
Durbar in the years 1899 and 1901, to meet the Increased expenses of 
the array 

Secondly that In the kunboot collections which become Inevitable 
from this and other oppressive acts not above one-thlrd of the Govern 
raent assessment was actually realized 

I have therefore resolved upon acting upon Mr John Lawrence, the 
Officiating Residents suggestion to modify Into a lease the kitnkoot of 
the deteriorated lands wherever the zumeendars prefer this arrangement 

list 22nd October —Engaged In the Revenue Settlement and 
registry of grants of all kinds. 

2)rd October — Engaged as above. 1 have also commenced 

the alteration of kuukoot for a moderate assessment, regulated according 
to the best of my knowledge of their present condition This cntaHs 
fresh work but It will be more satisfactory than the ktmhoot which is a 
losing concern to both Government and ryutt and would not have been 
contemplated but for the assurance given by the laic Government of the 
district under Cntlsh sanction. 1 6nd la almost all cases the zumeen 
dan prefer a moderate, fixed rent. The country requires careful nunlng 
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The whole of Huzaia piopei was plundeied and burned by Dewan 
Moolrajj and about half the villages are still unioofed. Ihis act was 
partly in revenge of the depiedations of the mountain tubes, whom he 
had not the courage to attack and had paitly, it would seem, in view 
the destruction of property which had lapsed, 01 was lapsing by treaty 
to the new State of Jumboo It is, of couise, impossible that the country 
should pay an average rent until the villages aie again inhabited. 

2^ik, 26ih October 184 .^ — Employed in adjusting the levised leases 
of lands 

2ph, 28th Octobej — Employed as above Received a letter from 
Major Lawrence, in charge of Peshawur, in answei to some queries 
respecting the advisability of punishing the Khubbulutees and establish- 
ing posts on the westein bank of the Indus undei the mountain, 
Mahabunn Majoi Lawience’s opinion is so decidedly opposed to this, 
or to molesting the people of that quaitei from Peshawui, that, as 
I could not without great risk undertake an expedition at present across 
the Indus, and am reluctant to leave matters unsettled at Khubbul, I 
have intimated to the Khubbulutees that, on their chasing the outlaws of 
Simulkund out of their lands and giving me assurance that they will not 
again harboui such offenders, I will remove the blockade from their 
villages and admit them to mercy I could have blown the village 
to pieces with Aitilleiy from the hither bank, but much misery must have 
befallen the innocent from such a measure, which I would not resort to, 
until all others have been tried Wrote to Colonel Baboo Pandah 
at Huzro dnectihg him to meet me with his corps at Khaunpooi 
agreeably to advice from Lieutenant Nicholson Wrote also to the 
corps which I had ordered fiom Khowta to Koori, oidenng them 
up to Dunna to meet me there I had warned the Colonel three 
weeks ago to exchange his camels for bullocks 01 mules on reaching 
Koori and to be ready to ascend the hills at a day’s notice Wrote 
to Sirdar Jhundur Singh, saying that since the troops sufteied so 
much at Nara, he was at liberty to descend the mountain and camp 
at Rujjooia in leadiness to advance if necessaiy by the Nara route 
to the Jelum Inspected the platforms or tressels prepared foi the 
guns to be mounted on elephants and gave other necessary ordeis 
for the collection of supplies at Dunna 
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2pik and joih OcJobxr i 8 ^y — Marched to Kote, and halted there to 
carry on the corrections of asscaamcnt and allow the corps time to 
advance 

j I si October — Marched to Khaunpoor Employed m the revenue 
settlement as before 

1 si November — Purposed marching this morning but Baboo Pan 
dahs corps is arriving in so ranUlated a condition that I shall be 
unable without fresh aid to form a corps sufBaent for the enterprire in 
hand a hundred men are absent on duty at Lahore Four hundred 
and ninety remain of whom 120 are reported inefficient from severe 
fever and 150 convalescent I have therefore been obhgcd to write to 
Colonel Boodh Siogh in Chuch to bring up his corps with all speed 

2ni November — Bubooin — Marched with about 280 men of Baboo 
Pandah a corps and 50 of Richpal Singh s , accompanied by two guns 
on elephants and 15 zumboors The road ascends the bed of the 
torrent Hurroh between abrupt and wild moontaina. It admits of even 
camels under their burthens but could not be prudently attempted, were 
the country In arms by any small force, as it is everywhere com- 
manded by the overhanging mountains which must be carried at 
the ba^ODets point before a force could advance There is a 
higher road bnt it is steep and difficult— still I should have followed 
it had cot the Kurrals submitted This torrenPs bed after an ascent 
of about 40 miles leads to the foot of the mountain upon which Dunna 
it situated A letter to-day from the Colonel of the Regiment at Koori 
states that in obedience to my orders he has moved to the foot of the 
mountain but finds it Impracticable to his camels. I have written 
to reprimand him for neglecting to exchange as ordered, bis camels 
for bullocks and to do so immediately or carry up his baggage 
upon hired coolies. This neglect of Colonels of Regiments Is death 
to any concert of operations. It Is In vain to prepare beforehand 
orders to meet foreseen emergencies when certain that such will 
be neglected by the officers. These men show generally alacrity 
In the execution of anything to be perforraed under my eye, but If 
I am not present ore certain to neglect my orders The fault lies 
rather with the system than with the individuals and it will take 
time to Introduce a belter organization. 
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jrd November i8/}J — Mtillt Shah —Marched to Mulli Shah, about 8 
miles, the road crossing and re-crossing the torient, the bed of which is 
so smooth that the field guns might be drawn up it The mountains 
wall it on either side, so that we have not seen the sun the last two 
days whilst marching 1 he cold is felt by the men who have to wade 
knee-deep through the water, some fifteen times daily One of the 
gun elephants died to-day It arrived at Hurnpoor in an emaciated 
state, as did many others I believe the cause is that the mahouts are 
prevented from plundenng as heretofore, and will not pay for the food 
necessary for their charge Grain is very dear, — 24 seeis of maize per 
rupee instead of 60 or 80 seers, the ordinary puce, — and 1 will not suffer 
the standing crops to be cut for Government at the arbitrary price 
formerly imposed, but insist upon a valuation As the zumeendars are 
anxious to pay this/«s/ in kind, I have suggested to the Nazim that the 
elephants be fed upon the ciops thus procured and that the allowance 
for food be stopped from the mahouts until the elephants recover their 
condition The Khubbul Mulliks having sent me a deputation of their 
brethren, to assuie me that they have obeyed my orders and chased the 
Simulkundees out of then lands, and to implore forgiveness of the 
past, I have taken from them a formal bond, to the effect that they will 
never again harbour outlaws of this Government, and have promised that 
if the person whom I have sent to ascertain the truth of their opera- 
tions shall find that they have really dismissed the Simulkundees, I will 
leceive them to favor, remove the present blockade and release two 
of their party whom I seized more than a month ago Under other 
circumstances I should have continued my blockade until I had forced 
them to surrender the Simulkundees , but as duiing my absence the 
blockade would certainly have been mismanaged, I am glad to arrange 
the matter as at present 

J ABBOTF, Captain, 

Boundary Commtsstonet 


No. 22.— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, in charge of Huzara, from the 4th to 
the 9th November 1847. 

4//? November 184 .’] — Marched to Sherpoor, about eight miles, still 
threading the bed of the torrent Huiroh, but the ground is now much 
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more open the cliffs have disappeared and are succeeded by the summits 
of mountains not elevated above five hundred feet abo\e the valley 
The bed of this torrent is unusually free from boulders The formation 
IS blue mountain hroestone, beaubfully \cined with white susceptible of 
a high polish and easily worked There is no limit to the size of 
niasses procurable. It apparently contains no vestiges of organized 
life Dunna is \isible from hence upon the highest of the summlta 
eastward — a bare long eminence overlooking a sea of mountains. 
Occupied In the revised settlement 

The answer of Colonel Pertab Singh to my repnraand arrived^ 
assuring me that he has not received previously any order to provide 
himself with carnage for the mountains On referring to my punvana 
to him I find that he is right and I am wrong, my Moonshec having 
mistaken my instructions and the punvana read to me during the 
distractions of the kucherry not containing the order which not only 
myself but the whole umla supposed to have been sent him I have 
written accordingly, approsiog of the exertions he is making to comply 
with my instructions 

Several Dhoend znmeeodars of the purgunoah Charrian came 
in this da} Hut the Dhoonds of Dalwul show no disposition to submit 
I have therefore desired Sirdar Jhuodur Singh to march toward Dunna, 
there to join or to support rac as may be This Is the more necessary 
that I know not whether the regiment of Colonel Boodh Singh may 
be provided with mountain carriage In time, all my exertions having but 
very imperfectly supplied the trifling detachment which accompanies me. 

y/A Novtmbtr i 8 ^y — Dunna — Marched hither about two miles and 
encamped at the foot of Dunna In a fine valley called Lora I ascended 
at once to the fort of Dunna It stands upon a very elevated ridge of 
limestone overlooking the whole country westward and southward, in 
the latter direction as far at Rohtass and the nver Jelum Its height 
aboie the seas level by ray thermometer Is C 564 feet and it Is about 
1 900 feel higher than the elcmlcd valley of Lora. It Is accessible 
from Rawul Fmdi as well as from Khaunpoor Much Importance Is 
attached to this castle by the natives, who fancy themselves subdued 
the instant a position is taken by the Government upon commanding 
ground it was howe^c^ attacked during the late disturbances being 
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m fact fai fiom stiong. It has two resei voirs of water and tlieie is a 
spring within musket-shot, but the walls aie low and ill-built of stone 
and clay The castle of Man lies nearly noith of Dunna and is visible 
from It, commanding the next consideiable mountain iidge Man is 
succeeded by Nara on the succeeding ridge, same diiection, but is not 
visible The inteival between the castles, as the crow flies, is not more 
than five miles, but twelve miles by the load The mountain ridges are 
neaily parallel and there is but a trifling diffeience in their respective 
elevation The mountain of Dunna is very abiupt on the western face 
yet the ascents aie eas}' and sale 

6 ili aud yth Novcmbu — On Sirdai Jhundiu Singh leporting, 
that he could not advance by tlic Dunna route upon the Jelum and 
upon my finding the chances of being able to make up a respectable and 
efficient foice from the regiments of Chuch (s/c), I wiote the Sirdar begging 
him to hasten to Dunna with his detachment of about i,ooo bayonets and 
two guns either by the Sutora 01 the Khaunpoor road, as he might deem 
ad\isable In fact this is not a country into which small forces of any 
but the most efficient tioops should enter, it being so easy foi the people 
to cut off supplies and communications amongst lofty mountains covering 
a tract of sixty miles The Sirdar prefers the Khaunpooi road 

Colonel Pertab Singh’s regiment arrived on the 6th, but the baggage 
is only arriving and that slowly owing to want of carriage ; the sipahis 
have behaved most admirably on this occasion, carrying up their baggage 
upon their heads The regiment is toleiably stiong, mustering about 560 
bayonets, but I fear I shall be detained here longer than I anticipated, as 
the corps has arrived without cairiage, and it is not easily procured The 
supplies too are collected slowly and with difficulty 

Colonel Boodh Singh’s corps, which is coming up, will not muster, 
I believe, above 300 bayonets, making with Colonel Baboo Pundah’s regi- 
ment about one ordinary corps I have sent to summon the Dhoonds of 
the Jelum some days ago But no answer has been received, and it 
seems doubtful whether they will submit without force I wished to have 
advanced into their country without halt, but the corps I am collecting 
are not sufficiently strong to warrant such a move, nor will their carriage 
be complete in less than two or three days. 1 have therefore resolved 
to await a junction with Sirdar Jhundur Singh’s force and move with it 
in parallel columns, occupying the higher and the lower roads 
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8th and gih ^otxnibn 1847— Lora —I am still halted, waiting the 
completion of carrisge and amval of Sirdar Jhundur Singh although 
purwanas for supplies of attah were early sent to all the neighbouring 
kardara it amvea so slowly and in such small quantity as to give me 
uneasiness It is absolutely necessary to have a considerable depdt 
at Dunna No answer has arrived from the Dhoonds of the Jelurm 
I have intimated to them the painful necessity I shall be under to 
withdraw all interference on their behalf and to allow the Sikh army to 
bum and destroy If they continue In rebellion and I have represented to 
them the misery they will thus entail upon their houseless families when 
the snow lies heavy on the ground During my halt here I have carried 
on the amended settlement and settled claims of Dhurmurth and Inam 

J ABBOTT Captaui 
Boundary Commusiontr 


No 23 Journal of Oaptain James Abbott, Boimdary 
Oommiflsloner in oiiarge of Huzara, from the 9th to 
the l&th November 1847 

Vav<nibrr 1S4J — Dunna — I am unable as yet to proceed owing 
to want of lull carnage Colonel Boodh Singhs corps arrived to-day 
and Sirdar Jhundur Singh 8 column Is close at hand The regiment 
musters only 330 bayonet# but it is considered a good corps My 
emlisanes are summoning the Dhoonds of Daiwul and Potah on the 
Jclura but although report says they will come, I place little dependence 
upon it The men are flushed with their triumph over the Jumboo 
troops and it may be doubted whether they will be amenable to 
authonty until they have met with a reverse. 

lolh November — Sirdar Jhundur Singhs column arrived to-day 
He has about 1 too muskets and matchlocks 4 field guns on elephants 
and 2^ zumboors so that I have now at Dunna about 2,300 men at 
arms and 8 field guns with about 40 zumboors Our carriage unfortu 
nately is still Imperfect thougli the greatest elTorts have been made in all 
quarters to complete it Still I hope to march onward the day after 
to-morrou giWng Sirdar Jhundur Slogh the lower and myself talcing 
the higher road- Both roads meet at the second march} but both arc 
pronounced very rugged 



JOURNALS OF captain / ABBOTT, /S47 163 

Jiih Novcmba — I am not idle although halting The zumeen- 
dars have followed me in numbers fiom Huzara, and I cairy on daily 
the amended settlement 

1 2th November — Have given orders for mai clung to-morrow morn- 
ing 

ijth November — Last night certain information reached me that the 
zumeendars of Daiwul and Potah are within a march of my camp. 1 have 
therefore consented to defer my maich to leceive them, and this evening 
they have arrived 

iph Novembet — Dunua — Made the revenue settlement of the greater 
pait of Daiwul and Potah and directed Sirdar Jhundur Singh to march 
with his column to Daiwul to re-build the foit theie, whilst I detain with 
me the principal zumeendais. I have 1 educed the lents one-thnd As 
this district was subject to Raja Goolab Singh as a jaghir, it is certain 
that the utmost possible revenue was gathered from it I had, however, 
refused to make any piomise of 1 emission previous to the submission of 
the people, and to all their demands replied that I would answer when 
they appeared with joined hands before me 

i§ih Novembet — I wrote yesterday evening to Lieutenant Nicholson 
in charge of Sind Sagm, accepting his offer of the Infantry corps lemain- 
ing in Chuch, which I have begged him to provide with hill carriage and 
to station at Khaunpoor as a reseiwe in case of hostilities, for although 
the Dhoonds have made their submission, they are reputed a slippery 
race, and when the snow falls they may yet be tempted to mischief, in 
which case without a reserve I should scarcely be able to maintain my 
communications and make sure of my supplies in so deep a tiact of 
rugged mountains I ordered Colonel Baboo Pandah to march his corps 
to Charrian to re-build the foi t there, and as its destruction was acci- 
dental, the magazine having exploded, I have ordered that the zumeendars 
be paid regularly for the work, whereas at Dunna, Man and Nara I obliged 
them to renew what they had destroyed giving them only rations 

Mauzoolla Khaun, a notorious character, a man of extraordinary 
talent and great duplicity, was entrusted by me with a small party of 
piahdas for the apprehension of Bhadoor Ah, a Gukka freebooter By a 
forced march he surprised some of his party at Kurrore and offered to 
re-build that castle. 1 gave him permission, but as I find that the people 
are afraid of him, having formerly been oppressed when he was their 
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Kinlir, I have ordered the Kardarof Karoo Khowta to march his regi 
ment to Kurrore and carry on the buildjng Kurrore is a most 
important link In the chain of forts. 

Sirdar Jhundur Singh's column marched this morning for Danaul, 
and I ascended the mountain of Danaul to be ready to support him, if 
necessary with the right colnmn winch is now about 900 bayonets 
strong 

i 6 lh Nnvtuibir i 8 ^J — Dmuut — Walked out the first eight miles of 
the onward road to explore aa native accounts cannot be at all relied 
upon Saw Sirdar Jhundur Singhs camp move from the hrst halting 
ground and pitch at the aecond, about miles ahead, iq a most absurd 
position, where ten matchlocks might destroy his whole force this too 
in spite of the moat urgent caution on ray part never to camp under 
heights which he cannot occupy It Is impossible to help it now, for 
were I to write the letter would reach him too late in the evening for a 
removal Employed In revenue aetllemcnt of hill villages as the tumeen 
dirs come in 

jph NovemUr —Sirdar Jhundur Singh explains by letter his short 
march, ataung that in consequence of the niggedness of the road he was 
obliged to wait for bagg-tge This he should bsN'c done at his first camp, 
which I had selected for him as dcfenaible ground instead of creeping 
on a mile and a half to an unmllitary and untenable position 

The people, I believe are well IncUned at present, but m aucli 
mountains as these no precaution should be neglected Employed as 
before. 

jSlh aud i^h IVowitibfr — Diintta — 1 have set workmen upon all the 
roads or rather footpaths to smootbeo and widen them as much as time 
will allow Employed os above The Chaman fort is commenced The 
walls of Kurrore I see with my telesropc are about breast high, and 
Sirdar Jhundur Singh will be at Balcoud to-morrow 

I cannot close this joomal without remarking upon the excellent 
conduct of the bikh troops of the force acting under me. Colonel Pertab 
Singh a regiment reached the foot of the mountains with only 1 1 mules 
Without hesitation the sipabis carried up upon their heads their own 
baggage leaving behind much that was necessary for comfort In this 
lofty bleak region, in order to be punctual to the day I hod appointed 
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for their arrival at Dunna. Colonel Boodh Singh’s corps followed their 
soldierly example under ciicumstances nearly similar, and atSimulkund, 
the Futteh Pultun, Colonel Richpal Singh’s corps and some troops of 

Colonel Singh’s Regiment cheerfully carried up the steep hill, from 

the ravines below, the stones necessary for the construction of the new 
fort there, a severe daily labour which lasted six weeks during the 
height of the rainy season, and so far from shrinking from the task as 
derogatory it was a point of emulation, which should carry up, upon his 
head, the heaviest burthen. Yet these are the same men who a few 
months ago were tying up their Commanding Officers m sacks and 
belabouiing them with cudgels. Their conduct has been most exem- 
plary on the line of march But a single instance of plunder has come 
to my notice, although I take pains to obtain information, and the people 
who once dreaded their appearance as much as they dreaded an army 
of locusts now regard them with indifference, or perhaps rejoice at the 
market for their produce which their presence occasions 

I wish I could equally convey the impression I have received of the 
benefit already pioduced in the Punjaub by the presence of British 
functionaries ; my opportunities of observation have been wide, and I 
believe that throughout the Punjaub the reverence lor the British name 
IS as gieat as in any part of our own Indian dominions. And now that 
the assessments are to be moderated, that the ryutt has an appeal against 
the tyranny of the Mulhck and the Mullick against the grosser tyranny 
and extortion of the Kardar, the blessing conferred upon the nation will 
be solid and substantial 


J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Boundary Commissioner. 


No. 24. -Journal of Captain Janies Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, in charge of Hazara, from the 20th to 
the 26th November 1847. 

20th November 184.^ — Dunna — The onward road is now ready foi 
about eight miles, and I purpose taking up a camp at that distance in 
advance to complete the communications The elephants being ordered 

14 
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up the mountain accordingly, ft male elephant, which rras carrying Its 
own fodder and two women the wde and daughter of the mahout, having 
turned too sharp In the ascent, placed its hind foot upon the verge of the 
road, which giving way, the elephant was precipitated down the declivity 
and mutt have fallcu 20 feet before he touched the earth, ftfterwarda 
rolling about 1 50 feet when the slope being less and some bushes in his 
I>ath, he was arrested, but life was extinct ; one of the women was killed 
on the spot, the other is so bruised that there is little hope of recovery 
Had the mahout been ndbg the elephant this would not have 
happened, as the road was there amply wide and he would have 
guided the elephant to the right turning I shall be obliged to leave 
one of my guns at Donna in consequence I have ordered the Thanna- 
dar to have the body of the elephant buned without delay But 
there Is so little soil that the matter Is not easy I sent men with 
hatchets and tulwars to dismember the body, but ndtber hatchet nor 
tulwar would make the slightest ImpreisiOD upon the shn 

2JSi Notftmh*r 1S47 — Marched eight miles to Bosra. The path Is 
itili rather difbcult for elephants The elephants which started soon 
after sunrise did not reach camp imtll night had set in and I perceive 
that for hill campaigns they are not quite the thing as Jong marches or 
forced marches become impracticable and where so much depends upon 
■eliiDg the vantage ground celerity is of the utmost consequence. 
TTiey are the only animals bowc\'er capable ofcarrylDg the field guns of 
this force amongst mountalos. The forts of Dalwnl Chaman and 
Kurrorc arc rapidly progressing 

2tnd Nmitmbrr — Walked out the march In advTidce to explore the 
road and select ground for camp. The road lies over the ndge of a 
raoimtain richly wooded with cedars, firs and oaks. The hoar frost la 
heavy every night It Is the proper military route to Daiwul as it pre- 
serves the high ground throughout and comes down upon that place 
which U situated upon one of its spurs near the Jelum 

2jrd, jpM 3^th 26th November — I have hailed here In preference 
to the camping ground in advance, because the latter Is very much more 
elevated and of course much bleaker ftt this advanced seasoo i:.ven here 
the sentries sofler somclbJDg from the cold, as they arc not fumlBbed 
with woollen pantaloons The forts arc nearly finished, and I hope ocn 
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to be able to withdraw the force to the Suttee mountains, of which one 
of the tribes is still m rebellion Meanwhile I shall leave this force in 
position and move on myself to visit Daiv/ul and Potah. This ridge would 
form an excellent sanitarium The scenery is very fine and almost any 
elevation can be commanded. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundaiy Commissioner 


No. 25.— Journal of Captain Janies Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, in charge of Huzara, from the 27th 
November to the 4th December 1847 

2'jih November 184J — I had intended to move on alone to Daiwul to 
inspect operations there and acquaint myself with the country, but on 
rising this morning found the country covered with snow to the depth 
of several inches , and as the snow continued falling, and I learnt by 
enquiry that the spot I had selected for my camp as the lowest military 
position within miles was especially liable, from some peculiarity of the 
air tides, to be buned deep beneath the snow, and as the onward path lies 
over a very elevated ndge for about 1 2 miles, I took the first opportunity 
of a pause in the shower to shift the camp two miles back to a lower and 
more sheltered spot Short as was the distance, the elephants moved so 
slowly amongst mountains that it was near midnight before I could again 
get under shelter, the snow continuing to fall heavily all night How- 
ever, I saw that none were left unsheltered and brought my guard 
whose pall had not amved into my own tent 

28th November — Morning broke under a heavy fall of snow which 
now lies SIX inches deep around our tent, yesterday’s fall haying melted 
and made the earth one wide swamp. I waited until a pause in the 
shower, then calling the Adjutants of the two corps and of the Artillery, 
ordered them to strike tents"at once and march back to Dunna, as I am 
anxious to renew my direct communication with Sirdar Jhundur Singh at 
Daiwul and find that no one will even convey a letter by the forward 
route. Moreover our cattle exposed in the snow by night and without 
fodder all day would very soon be destroyed in this spot. The poor 
shivering natives with naked feet and half-naked bodies are quite 
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paralyzed, as they splash about anklc-decp In the mud of half melted 
snow and it is only by lending a hand myself to the operation of tent 
stnlring that they can be encouraged to do anything After packing my 
own tents I waded over to the two reguncnta, whose position \'Fas 
screened by the ground, and found to my extreme vexation all the tents 
still standing, the clephanta not even brought to the guns and the 
Colonels basking over fires in their tents. It was now I o clock, exactly 
two hour* having elapsed Since 1 issued the order, and as it would be 
impossible to reach Dunna before dark, when the path would become 
ImpracticaUe, I was obliged to reprimand the Colonels and coontermand 
the march ordenng It Instead for the ensuing morning 

2pih November — Broke camp early this morning, snow havmg 
fallen all night and marched back to Punna, where another atono 
awaited us The winter has set m 20 days earlier than it has been 
known dunng the last 18 years 1 have multiplied my despatches to 
Sirdar Jhundur Singh that he may have more chance of recavlng some 
one of them, directing him to retire as soon as he has completed and 
plenlsbed the Fort of DalwuL The road from Dalwul to Charriau if 
still open There is a corps at the latter fort, aod I shall make Colonel 
Pertab Singhs reglmuit march thither, at once putting both at the 
command of Sirdar Jhundur Singh shoold he require any reinforcement 
The tower at Potab cannot I fear b* built this year It Is not easy to 
conceive the difficulty which snow occasions amongst the mountains ; 
our tents became quite unmanageable saturated with melted snow and 
then frozen stiff Many of them could not be carried by the mules owing 
to the excess of weight, and almost all the bollocks sat down with their 
burthen and refused to move. The latter are Indeed of little use In 
the hnis The Sapper sipahls with roe were helpless being Hindoos 
they could not dress their food and they would not exert themselves to 
procure wood or to bring up their pall which was lying a hundred 
j'ards off The Sikh soldiers, on the other hand, had their tents up 
in n minute, and when the weight of the snow upon them drew the pegs 
and brought the tents down, the damage was Instantly remedied. 
Under their tents they lighted fires and cooked thdr victuals in great 
content, I remarked this to an old Singh He replied that he had been 
often before in the snow and that the year In which Dunna vras first 
built by Sirdar Hurree Singh the saroc untimely winter had occurred 
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but that then the}' were purchasing attah at 8 annas the seei, wheieas 
now they got 20 seers for the rupee. The difficulty of provisioning a 
mountain campaign is great ; but I liad foreseen it and collected supplies 
fiom four different quartcis I could not, howevei, with all m3' exertion, 
procure a sufficiency of mountain carnage, and the men are burthened 
with moie than a soldier should bear about him on the march. 

jolh Novcmbci and ist Dcccmbct iStf.'j—Dunna, — Called for returns 
of property left behind by the several corps Pertab Singh has left 15 
bipahis’ tents on the ground, beside other articles. Boodh Singh has 
left only two tents, yet the former had more carriage than the latter 
This is most vexatious, as he never gave me a hint that he should be 
obliged to make such a sacrifice, and I must leiiiain here a day to have 
the tents brought up 1 have sent on Pertab Singh’s corps on the road 
to Charnan and, as snow lies at Dunna, have sent the other corps and 
the Artillery lower down the hill, remaining here in a tower of the new 
fort, where I am obliged to bum lights all day and suspend an umbrella 
over head to keep off the melting snow 

2nd December — Guihnwt (sic). — Marched down the mountain to the 
village of Gruhnim, about six miles. Here news has reached me that the 
new walls of the Fort of Daiwul have fallen down under the snow and 
rain, and that Sirdar Jhundur Singh has left them in that condition and 
marched to Charnan 1 earnestly hope this may be a mistake, as I 
know not how at this late date it will be possible to repair the mischief. 
1 have written to the Sirdar, reminding him that he was to quit Daiwul 
only when all there was finished, and asking what arrangement he has 
made for repairing the mischief; he had my strong injunction to write to 
me daily and a dak has been standing for the purpose. 

31 d December — Phoolgiaon — Marched to Phoolgraon, about nine 
miles No news from the Sirdar, but report says he has left Daiwul. 

/f.th December — Kntlar — Marched hither and had scarcely arrived 
when the rain recommenced and has lasted until night. Another man 
from Daiwul confirms the evil news. But still no letter from the Sirdar 


J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Boundary Commissioner, 
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No 28. — Journal of Oaptoin James Abbott, Boundary 

Oommiasloner in oharge of Hazara, .from the 6th to 
tha 2&th December 1847 

$lh De<tmb*r i8fj—Charrtan — Marched under ram ito Cbaman, 
but 03 my baggage could not reach thia place to-day I have left it about 
four miles off and am putting up in the house of a vUloger which I 
reached at night 

6th Dtctmbtr — The castle here la finished, but the late untimely and 
very heavy fall of snow has hrongbt down aome portions of the bastions 
and greatly injured the work generally 

yUt Dtctmber letter from Sirdar JbondurSmgh Informs me that 
be fa bnnging with him the Dalwnl lumeendara Jt is tooitrue that all 
the bastions of the forts there have fallen down the auperatructurc 
having hecn erected whilst the foundation waa still moist and the frost 
having in consequence sapped the cement of the walls 

8Ui Dtctmlxr — Sirdar Jhuodur Singh amved to^ay with his 
column It 18 quite necessary that the Dalwnl castle be repaired, as 
otherwise another field force will be neceasary neat April il have 
therefore sent as many raatchlockmen aa can be accommodated at 
Daiwul and Potah with a Kardar to repair the damage and have taken 
an assurance of good conduct under secunty from the sumeendans, pome 
of whom I detain with me pending the repairs 

plh DcctvtUr — Burlah. — Marched to Burlah, leaving Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh to follow me 

joih btetmUr ^ — Marched to Kurrorc startlDg at daybreak and 
arriving at sunset 

jllh i3lb ijlhf i^tk Dtcember — .ffKrrarr — Tbefort here Isfinished. 
The position is most Important, a high table-land, well cultivated, 
commanding the whole of the turbulent distnet In the amphitheatre 
'Of 'hills eastward of Rawol PindJ *nd also the hDI country of 
Numale, It seems to me the best position also for the Infantry corps 
on duty In Khowta, being centneal commanding, salubrions, and 
Iiaving an abundant supply of wood and water The mountaineers 
arc like deer They respect only those who have the command 
of ground and dt is singular bow easily they are awed by a hand 
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full of men m position above them I am most anxious to open 
the road from hence to Nurraie and Khowta, which is at present scarcely, 
practicable 1 have therefore sent a party to work upon it, and shall 
wait to march by that route in ordei to be sure that my orders are 
carried out. Meanwhile I find that it is absolutely necessary' to have a 
thannah, t e., garrison, at Koth, where Maharaja Goolab Singh had 
a hill corps cantoned, as there is a tract of about 35 miles of wild 
mountains bordering the Jelum, which otherwise would be without 
police, the people being amenable only to force and having paid no 
revenue during the last three years. Much ram 

i 6 ih Dcccmbet iS/f.'j — Kwtoic — Went to inspect the progress of the 
road to Nurraie and found that in spite of the most explicit instructions 
they are carrying it b> the most difficult instead of the easiest line, so 
that I> shall be detained here yet a-while 

lyth, i 8 thi igth December — Kurrojc — Sent Sirdar Jhundur Singh 
back to Huzara with the Huzara troops, and wrote Sirdar Chuttur Singh 
recommending him now to take advantage of the leave of absence grant- 
ed him by the Durbar to repair his health, which is much shattered. 

Ordei ed Colonel Uttur Singh’s legiment to march to Koth and 
remain there whilst the castle is built, and Colonel Pertab Singh’s to 
canton themselves temporarily at Kurrore in readiness to aid Uttur 
Singh, if requisite 1 have been daily occupied whilst here in the 
revenue settlement of the Suttees and of the ^uooskitkhsa villages at the 
skirt of the mountains I march to-moi row to Nurraie if the weather, 
which threatens, does not pioduce ram or snow. 

20th, 2 1st Decembc} — Nun ate. — Marched two stages by the road 
just opened to Nurraie, a singulai ly pictuiesque valley walled m by sand- 
stone 1 ocks and mountains of the same formation The castle stands 
in a most happy position upon the crest of a rock so steep that 20 
men wete found sufficient to defend it against the turbulent and armed 
population of the district 

When Maharaja Goolab Singh’s Kardar, Dewan Hurree Chund, 
heard of the exchange which had been effected of Huzara for land 
eastward of the Jelum, he dared no longer remain m a country where 
he IS so execrated, but evacuated the castle, which the' people immedi- 
ately dismahtled. I had not been aware of this previously, and had 
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hoped to be able to abobsh this castle but upon mature consideration 
the castle seems qtute essential to the maintenance of order, and as It 
requires so small a garrison and as the Nurrale rumeendaiB were bound 
by me by solemn covenant to submit to it, I think it would be a bad 
precedent to suffer their breach of faith to carry the day I have there- 
fore given orders to repair it Norrale is about I2 railes by footpath 
from Kurrore and about the same distance from Khowta. I here 
enquired into the particulars of the death of Nusroo Khiun Suttee, 
which I could not comprehend last year from not having visited the spot 
He ivns in attendance upon Elcwan Hurree Chund, Kardar of Khowta 
and deputed by him to bring his rebellious fellow subjects to 
rcasoa Hurree Chund’s army bad previously entered Nurrale had 
seized the castle by night and were in force in the village, which 
belongs to Nusroo Khaun Nusroo Khaun had Just piassed this valley 
on hifl embassy to the Insurgent army of the Suttees which lay 
on the Nurr mountain at the distance of a mile when he was 
shot from his own village by three bullets which the Suttees declared 
were fired by the express order of the Jumboo Officer Commanding 
the troops there, In perfect knowledge that his victim was Nusroo 
Khaun. Dewan Hurree Chund s advocates declare that be was shot from 
the fort by his own people when suramoomg them to surrender, but 
as the fort was at that time gamsooed by Jumboo troops this tale it 
Inconsistent with facta. Moreover the house of Nusroo Khaun was 
after his slaughter burnt down and plundered. 1 saw its ruins so that 
it is almost certain that hit death is truly reported by the Suttees as a 
treacherous murder The Dewan however never ventured beyond the 
walls of Khowta so that he may not have commanded the deed which 
the Suttees so confidently attribute to him The burning of the Nurrale 
villages seems to have been dictated by revenge the hill people having 
the jear previously burnt Khowta It Is difficult at this time to form 
a judgment as to the necessity of this deed. In so strong a country 
occupied by on armed and turbulent people who arc never tangible 
ezeept when they have the vantage ground, and who have such number- 
less strongholds and places of refuge, this deplorable severity may 
sometimes be necessary to compel obedience. Without the establish 
ment of defensible thannahs it must be constantly necessary, for when 
an army advances, the people retreat to their fortresses, leaving only 
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their houses in the power of the invaders. But so far as I can leain of 
the case befoie me, a little tempeiancc and judgment would have 
restored order without any such infliction or its consequences, the 
bitter undying hatred of the suffeiers. 

22nd Dcccniba j8^y — Nin j ate. — I was prevented marching to-day in 
consequence of the road not being leady, and I took advantage of the 
halt to climb the Nitu ridge of Nurr, elevated about 6,000 feet above 
the sea, in order to complete my rough sketch of the features of the 
countrj' It is a singular mass of sandstone, which has never felt 
the action of fires. The summit is a bare table of lock several 
square miles in area, descending by precipice and ledge to the 
south. The rock}' summit has the sea brown hue peculiar to the 
rocks and its miserable burnt up herbage, but the lowei ledges 
have soil and are well cultivated. The whole is sprinkled with 
habitations, which, however, are left for lower sites, whilst snow covers 
the summit This Nitu ridge runs west by south from the Jelum, and 
as It decays in height becomes thickly wooded with the Nitu pine. 
The lands of the Nurr people, who are a branch of the Suttee tribe, he 
to the south of the Nitu The northern valleys and the western 
portion of the ridge belong to Nurraie. The Jelum sweeps sharp round 
the eastern foot of this mountain I have ordered the tower or thannah 
at Sooah to be repaired, as during its ruin the people pay no tribute. 
It lies at the southern foot of the mountain. 

23rd, 24.th, 2^lh Decent ber — Khowta — Marched to Khowta by the 
path just opened. Khowta has a small fort and its position, opposite a 
pass in the Sutti Nitus (sic) and in the centre of Kurio Khowta is good 
Halted here for the revenue settlement of Kurro Khowta and for 
Christmas-day Lieutenant Nicholson rode in to dine with me 

26lh, 2yth December — Ktdlur. — Marched to Kullur, starting at 9 a m. 
and amving at 4 p m I am obliged to halt here to complete the bound- 
ary settlement of Khowta, as the whole of the 26th was consumed by 
the march The road henceforth being open I shall be able to march 
at night, which is impossible amongst the mountains 

28th December — Kawztn. — Marched to Kawzia, and completed some 
items of settlement 


15 
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jpih Dtumhtr — Marched to Dununuh and dismissed the zumeen 
dars who have been following me on business. In spite of repeated 
purwannahs I can get no authentic news from Daiwul and 1 cannot 
carry the rumeendars farther with me. 

News from Daiwul has jast arrived All is well The fort nearly 
re-built, and the revenue coming In 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundary Commtsstontr 
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[J'Tofe — Captain Abbott was Boundary Commissioner and on deputation to Huzar^ 
until the gth March 1848 From the a^rd April 1848 he was designated Assistant to the 
Resident, on deputation to Huzara, and later m the year Assistant Resident, Huzara From 
the 4th May 1S48 “ Diary" was substituted for " Journal ”J 
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No. 1 —Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Com- 
missioner, in charge of Huzara, from the 29th Decem- 
ber 1847 to the 22nd January 1848. 

2 gth Dcccmba — Marched from Kawzia to Dummuk m con- 
tinuation of my progress towaid Jumboo 

^oih Dcccmhc) — Marched to Bukrala. 

istjanumy i8^8 — Marched to Rohtass. 

2 n(i Jatmaty — Marched to Jelum. 

3 )d Janiiajy — Halted at Jelum to arrange the new boundary on 
the river of that name, but found the disputes so numerous and 
intricate that nothing could be made of them in one day The islands 
also aie in such number and their lands are so vehemently contested 
that a most particulai suivey of the river will be necessary. This was 
left by me foi one of Lieutenant .Robinson’s assistants, Corporal Smith, 
last year, but by some error he commenced the survey higher up 

/fill January — Marched to Sookcbynepoor and set afoot a survey 
of the river Dressed the new boundary along the river Sookaytur. 

y/Zi, 6lh and yth January — Halted here and went over the whole of 
the river islands, sketching in the gioundfrom the elephant’s back whilst 
the survey is proceeding The contests of the zumeendars exceed any- 
thing 1 have previously witnessed They color every thought, and 
shape every answer upon the most opposite subjects * appointed Moon- 
sifs to settle the disputed points. 

8th Jannaty — Complaints are made of Mr Leeson, a young man 
who is just appointed to assist in the survey of Huzara The Bunnias 
state that he insists upon taking their goods at his own arbitrary pnce 
He complained to me that he had difficulty in getting begat tes. Suppos- 
ing of course that he paid his coolies, I told him that a very stringent 
order had been issued against the employment of begat les and that the 
people probably did not understand that he wanted muzdoors , that if he 
would apply for them under the latter name, I doubted not he would be 
successful I did not at the time know his name 

plh January — Marched to Bullanichuk. 

loth January. — Marched to Sumarala 
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mh January —Marched to Rujooal 
12/h January to Kumanwala* 

jjlh January — Halted at Kurrianwala and commenced the new 
Todah bundi which gives to Jumboo the northern moiety of Mlnawur 
l^fth Jatnutry — Marched to Mlnawur 
5 Iarched to Nujwal on the Bjjwat border 

z^lh and j6lh January — Halted at Nujwal to allow my Surveyor 
and Todah bundt establishment to make way Endeavored to cut off the 
northern comer of Bijwat which runs far into the Jumboo frontier bat 
found that I could not do this without ruining the purgunnah by depnv 
Ing It of ita irrigation The aoH is light but good, and the crops have n 
never failing and ample supply of water from the canals of the Chenab 
The rental Is 35 / 3 O 0 rupees, but Raja Tcj Singh is not very unreason 
able In estimating It at 50000 rupees for It is worth land of that 
assessment in unwatcred soil 

ijth and iSth — Marched to Poole on the Chenab, crossed 

the Chenab and marched to Kateli 
Marched to Goolbehar 

3 tii and 22ud January — Halted at Goolbehar to survey two new 
lines of bonndary in Soochaytgurh 
Marched to Sialkot 

During the whole of this Interval I hove been occupied in arranging 
correcting and companng the accounts of Huiara and of the boundary — 
a work of time and requiring unbroken attention The new assesament 
of Huxani and the extensive grant by Ibe Jumboo officers and by 
myself of jsghirs to outlawed chiefs on ihelr return to allegiance, has so 
reduced the net rc\enuc that the Jumboo share will not I think exceed 
I 12 000 rupees, th<“ half of 2^24 ooo rupees, so that I shall have to Ukc 
back part of the land made over last year by express order to Jumboo 
It was Impossible then to foresee this diminution because the reduction 
of the assessments in the Lahore tcmiory had not been announced My 
Sui^cior has not yet rejoined roe from the Jclura, and the Todah 
bundt cstabllsbroent is in the rear 

J ABBOrr Captain, 

Boundary Commiutonfr 
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P.S — I should note the receipt to-day of the Resident’s letter 
No 32 accompanying charges prefeued against Mr Lee'^on of altering 
arbitiauly the bazar iicnicks at Jelutn, Huriipoor, etc , and of defraud- 
ing the coolies of the latter place of their hire It will be seen by 
leference to date Januaiy 8th of this Journal that Mr Leeson was 
informed b}^ me that a stringent oidei piohibiting Organa’s was in opera- 
tion. The alteration of a bazar ncnick without sufficient authority and 
for selfish purposes is as dishonest an act as lefusal of hire to a coolie 
and complaints have been sent me fiom Huzaia chaiging Mi Leeson 
with the latter offence This is the first occasion in which any com- 
plaint has reached me of the conduct of Euiopeans m tlie Punjaub, 
although the Sapper Seigeants have been constantly on detached duty, 
and I need not sa}'^ that one Biitish functional}', whose ideas of justice 
aie lax, may most seriousl}' injuie the respect and reveience the people 
are prepared to lender us 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Botindaty Covttntssmmi , 


No. 2— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary- 
Commissioner, from the 28th January to the 12th 
February 1848 

28lh Jamiaiy i8xf8 — Bijnoja — Maicbed from Sialkote to Bijnora 
after having set the Native Surveyor and Tndah bnndi Moonshee their 
work upon the boundary Occupied in the accounts and in receiving the 
razeenamahs of zumeendars of the boundary villages 

2gih and jolh January — Detained by continued ram. Occupied as 
above 

jist January — Marched to Jhund Occupied as above 

ist and 2nd Fehruayy — Marched to Charwa, and detained one day 
by heavy ram Employed as above, and m surveying the boundary 
pillars of masonry which have been set up here by the Lahore Govern- 
ment, although not so reported to me I had given an order at the 
transfer of Huzara to arrest the progress of the boundary pillars west- 
ward of the Busuntur rivulet The Kardar of this district says the pillars 
were constiucted previous to the receipt of my prohibition, but this is 
scarcely possible as there are several hundred between the Busuntur 
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and Chenab, and I rather imagine the object waa to prevent an alter 
aUon of frontier la this quarter where it was known to be desired by 
the Jummoo Government- 

Febniary i8^y — Marched to fiuggiane. Engaged aa above 

^ §th and 6th February — Marched to Nungah and halted to settle 
a formidable boandary dispute which the Moonsifs could not arrange 
last year So many arbitrary changes were made m villages hereabout, 
during the Virarut of Raja Dhyan Siogh, that the confusion Is often 
inexincable. Occupied in this matter, with the accounts and m recclv 
ing razeenamahs from the boundary rumeendars Detained here on the 
5 th by heavy raio- 

yth February — Marched to Bheyroo Nath surveying the boandary 
pillars on the way Those only of Lahore are yet erected Employed 
with the accounts and In receiving razeenamahs 

8lh February —Marched to Cbuchwal, surveying the boundary 
pillars an operation which keeps me In the saddle dally until I3 or i 
o clock Employed afterwards with the accounts, etc. 

pih February — Marched to Bekee~ke<huk surveying the boundary 
pillars- Employed afterwards as above. 

/o/A —Marched to Musroor surveying etc. as above. 

jlth February — Marched to Mooli ditto ditto 

jiih February — Marched to Purrole ditto ditto 

J ABBOTT Captaik, 

Boundary Cemmtsstoner 

P S — The boundary pHlars of both Lahore and Jummoo are erected 
with a few exceplions eastward of the Busuntur But although every 
one of the pillars of earth was Inspected by me last year and corrected 
where erroneous at the cost of much care and exposure there arc 
several chasms In the permanent columns and I liave bern obliged to 
fine several zomeendars for preventing their erection on lands of which 
the disputes have been formally setMed by Moonsifs of their own 
nomination. 
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No. 3 —Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Com- 
missioner, on deputation to Huzara, from the 13th to 
the 22nd February 1848. 

13th Fibiuaty iS^S — Ran up to Jcsiota, as tins nin}' be my last 
oppoitunil^' of hxing the latitude. Got a meridian observation 

The palaces built b}' the young and gallant Raja Heera Singh, 
who m fact founded also the town, aic since his death utteily neglected 
and will speedily fall to deca}' His untimely fate seems to have attached 
a supeistilious gloom to the spot Ihe palaces foini an impoitant 
feature in the countij', being visible at the distance of many miles and 
are one of the stations of the trigonometiical suivey by which the 
boundary has been reguUttcd. I had not previously visited them. 

Febnia)}' — Nun ok — Returned to Nuirote, inspecting on the 
way about 12 miles of boundary pillars. 

Ihis forms the commencement of the Todah biuidi of the boundary, 
and owing to the inexperience of all the establishment a large number 
of pillars of masoniy are deficient, although I last year reported every 
one of the earthen pillars and 1 edified what I found amiss It seems 
absolutely necessary that the whole of the boundaiy pillars should 
again be inspected very carefully, when reported complete, by a British 
Officer No dependence whatever can be placed upon native supervi- 
sion Reached my camp after sunset 

i^th Feb} 110) y — Katooha — Marched at daybreak to Katooha, 
inspecting the boundary pillars by the way Those which are m the 
river channel I have oidered to be sunk 7 feet in the shingle, project- 
ing only 3^ feet above Reached camp at 2 p m , employed the rest of 
the day in plotting boundary surveys, receiving razeenamahs, etc. 

i6lh Fcbyuayv — Katooha — Detained by veiy heavy rain Engaged 
in plotting boundary surve3s and with ihe accounts 

l8lh Febniaiy — Madoopoor —Returned from Katooha to the point 
at which the boundary meets the Ravi and marched up the Ravi to 
Madoopoor The Ravi is here the boundary, and my object was to 
ascertain whether there is any confusion of claims to land affected by 
an alteration in the Ravi’s course Ordered the zumeendars on either 
hand to attend with their depositions ; reached camp at i p m. , employed 
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the rest of the day in taking raiecnamahs and with the accounta 
Here commences the British and I-ahore boundary and the Todah hutidi 
here is only jnst set up in earth the boundary having been altered 
by the exchange to Jumboo of the Bntiah lands trans-Ravi for the 
tnbule of Chumba cis Ravi 

i^th Febnuiry i84j8Skoojanpoor —\A9.Tx:heAio Shoojanpoor sur 
veying the boundary pillars which arc very corrcctJy set up in earth 
All the canal villages including Shoojanpoor Khas remain with Lahore. 
Engaged the rest of the day m plotting the boundary survey and in 
receiving raiecnamahs and adjusting claims to land on the river 

20U1 Ftbruary — PaUuxnboie — Marched to Pathankote, surveying on 
the way the rest of the boundary pillars to the nver Chukki Reached 
camp at 3 ^ pu engaged the rest of the day with the accounts Major 
Napier was kind enough to pay me a visit that we might consult upon 
matters connected with the survey operations in Htuara As he states 
that funds for such purposes arc rather scanty I have offered to 
complete the survey of Huzara myself without InterruptiOQ to my civil 
duties there and without more aid than half of my present survey 
establiabmenL, 

I have already nearly all the materials for a map — every mountain 
first (sir), every large village and the course of nearly all the streams— 
and it remains only to sketch in a little more accurately the ravines and 
spurs of the mountains which can be done only by descrying the 
highest summits. My duties lead me into every comer of the district 
The survey of Huxara was announced to me as a thing determined 
upon so that I did not like to say anything to discourage the undertak 
Ing, not knowing the reasons upon which It had been determined to 
undertake it, and not being aware that the finances were so cramped. I 
calculate that I can complete it m a year without Interruption to my 
duties the cost of the native establishment bdng about 100 rupees 
per mensem for 12 months 

2otU FtbrHarf—PaUiankott^WdKxxA to receive depositions of 
boundary zurneendara and to settle claims upon lands in the Ravi on 
cither haiid They are not very Important Each zumeendnr whose claim 
It established is furnished with a duplicate of the roobuktri to that effect 
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2ist and 22nd Fcbiuajy 18^8 — ddctuauugin . — Maicbed to 
Adcenanugur, 16 miles, and halted to settle the claims upon lands m 
the river Chukki otherwise occupied with accounts 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundmy Conimtssioiiei 


No. 4. — Journal of Captain J. Abbott, Boundai’y Commis- 
sioner, on deputation to Huzara, from the 23rd Febru- 
ary to the 8th March 1848 

2j^d Fcbuiajy i8^8 — Mtikoia . — Maiched from Adeenanugui to 
Mukora Occupied with the accounts, and in taking the lazeenamahs of 
zumeendars upon the British and Lahore boundaiy, left arm of the 
Chukki river A Seikh fieebooter, named Hum Singh, is said to be 
plundering thecounti}' near Adeenanugur The news came from Lahore 
No complaints have been made to me, altliough I must liave passed 
very near the spot which he is said to infest A party of lOO horse 
have been sent, says the same news, from Lahore to apprehend him 
The intelligence has probably been known to Dewan Ajoodhia Pershaud 
several days, but was not communicated to me until my arrival heie 

24ih Febniaiy—Soojoowal — Marched to Soojoowal, crossing the 
Ravi Occupied in plotting native suiveys and in arranging the 
accounts 

2yth and 26th February — Soojoowal — Detained here by a torrent 
of rain which has deluged the country Such a fall I have seldom 
known, excepting in the monsoon 

27//1 Febniary — Shtikkurgurh — Marched hither The place is a 
large village with bazar The mud fort, now in rums, held out against 
Ra]ah Dhyan Singh, until that Chief seized the wives of many of the 
soldiers of its garrison, which was a good plea for surrendei. It must 
have been a respectable little gnrhi, having a deep ditch, and a double 
line of defences Employed as on the former day 

28th Feb) uary — Swniala — Marched hither, passing a smart little 
mud fort, called *»***• having a deep narrow 
ditch, and a parapetted fausse-braye It is however falling to decay. 

17 



JOURNALS OF CAP! AIN J ABBOTT iS^ 


I30 

Gurarola is a large village with a baaar Employed m plotting maps 
and in arranging acconnta 

February 184.8 — Cliarwa — Marched hither where I rejoin the 
boundary Employed as yesterday and m settling boundary diapntes 
Chanva Is a large village with baxar and a single tower of mud with 
double line of defences and a hedge of prickly pear All these mud 
forts or rather castles^ have a natural glads, being built upon the tiivinh 
of old village sites 

m Mardi — Muhrajki — Marched to Muhrajki, inspecting the 
boundary pillara on the wa^ reached my tent at p u Only half of 
the pillars t/s , those which fall to the share of Lahore, are as jTt set 
np They are generally rather less solid than I had ordered they 
should be built, and m spite of the most particnlar instructions mud has 
been substituted for mortar m the foundation, so that ihcir duration 
will often be brief unless they are yearly looked after The further 
erection of the masonry pillars was prohibited last year owing to the 
contemplated change In the boundary by the transfer of Huxara. This 
Is a Urge village with bazar and a mud castle The whole country 
from the ChuLki to this place is one sheet of green com. The soil is 
sandy, light and poor but water is generally abundanL Employed the 
rest of the day with the accounts and id transacting current business. 

2nd March — Bejoora —Marched to Bejoora, a large village with 
castle of mud in a sea of rich cullh'aUon inspecting th4 boundary 
pillars by the wa^ These are newly elected by the Todah Imudt 
esublishment in ra> passage eastward Engaged the rest of the day 
In settling disputes receiving razecnaroahs from boundary villages, etc 

jrd March — Klioondunpoor — VioidiitA hither inspecting the new 
boundary pillars. Arrived at 11 a.m Engaged the rest of the day in 
plolung boundary survey and in receiving rarccnamahs The fort 
and purgunnah of Runjeetgurb are at length surrendered to the Lahore 
authorities by those of Jummoo, and 1 have ordered the zumcendars to 
attend for the boundary sculcmenl Mr John Lawrence s instructions 
having this day reached me. Hub is a small village with mud castle. 

4ih March— Runjertgurh, — Deferred my march until afternoon 
to enable the Todah bundi establishment to get ahead of roe- Then 
started and inspected thdr work Emplc^ed before noon fa plotting 
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the suive}’ of the Jeluni, foi which picviously I have had no leisure. 
Runjeetguih is a village with a picti}^ castle geneially of mud, but 
having two bastions of masonry. It is a place of no strength, but stands 
pictuiesquely upon the high bank of the basin of the Chenab, being nine 
miles from the stieam of that iiver It was founded by Runject Deo, a 
celebiated Raja of Jummoo 

jthand 6/I1 March iS^S — Rttnjecigiah — Halted for the boundary 
settlement of Soocheytgui h and Runjectgui h, etc The business is longei 
than I had anticipated, foi I found the basis submitted to me as a guide 
unfaiily taken, and as this district is subject to periodical visitations of 
locusts from the neighbouring hills, no settlement can be just wdiich has 
not one or more of these seasons embraced in the calculation As this 
purgunnah was liable to tiansfci to Jummoo in payment of Huzara, 
efforts had been made to raise its estimated rental It requires a more 
intimate knowdedge of the country than can be acquired in one or two 
seasons’ e.\peiience, to balance between the lapacity of Kaidars and 
Governois, and the effects of bubeiy upon Kaidars, Moonshees and 
Sepahees The formei become manifest m the Khusralis, but the latter 
are not the less certain that they are invisible I speak of the Kxtnkool 
system which has prevailed heie Moobhttkhsa settlement wmU be 

a real blessing to the country if conducted upon sound principles But 
a just avenge is never obtainable in less than 9^ 3'ears’ retrospection of 
jummas, and 19 years are necessary to give great accuracy In fixing 
a Mooshnkhsa\x'pon the calculation of twoyeais’ pioduce, it is absolutely 
necessai}^ to lean to the side of lenit}', or the ruin of the zumeendars may 
be the consequence 

yth Match — Chapiai — Marched to Chuprar surveying the bound- 
ary pillars Arrived at io 4 am Engaged the rest of the day in 
completing the settlement of villages of which the zumeendars were not 
previously in attendance A canal was formerly led from the river 
Tob to Wuzeerabad, so at least I am informed The Toh is probably 
sinking Its bed, and to reopen this canal would require some amount of 
excavation I think that a grander work, vts , the junction of the Toh 
with the Ravi, westwaid of Lahore, is quite feasible, leading it out 
eastward of the basin of the Chenab and keeping the high land, the 
slope being from N.-E to S -W The head in this case must be in the 
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JumiDOO temtory which would benefit by the canal for about 15 miles, 

I doubt whether there be fall sufficient from the eastern limit of Chuprar 
to enable the canal to emerge from the basin of the Chenab until at 
least it thould reach the longitude of V\ ureerabad If therefore the 
canal head must needs be in the Lahore temtory It might better be led 
out of the Chenab near Chuprar but not exactly In the sinus which 
the Chenab there forms because the forward impetus cf the river is 
there sufficient to endanger a change of Its course. A canal Is much 
wanted m the and but highly capable soil of this Dooab of which large 
tracts on tlie road from Wuzecrabad to Lahore are so desolate as to be 
dreaded by travellera. Chuprar is a Urge village, with a very large 
bazar standing m the nch basin of the Chenab The soil Is sandy, but 
the heavy dews render It productive. 

Sth March 18^ — Thoob — Marched hither inspecting the boundary 
pillars by the way and crossing the nver Toh by a ford and ferry 
The bottom is often dangerous from quicksands Here the Toh for t 
mile, and afterward* the Chenab becomes the boundary of the two 
States — a boundary liable I fear to future disputes from the ever 
shifting nature of this nver which has nine or ten streams at its issue 
from the mountains. The inconvenience however, Is inevitable, and I ^ 
have done my utmost to cfiect a more eligible hoe Engaged the 
remainder of the day in boundary settlemeuts and in the examination 
of accounts from Huzara In continuation of my remarks under yes 
terday s dale I learn that the canal above referred to was called All 
Murdaas,a name which It still retains that the canal bead is at 
Slmbhul about eight miles from mouth of the Toh In Jummoo temtory ; 
and that it was confined to the basins of the Toh and the Chenab 
There Is also a natural water -course of considerable breadth and depth 
called Ihk rising at Bu^ulla Bohgna not many miles from the fob and 
running past Sialkol to Bulluggun seven cats westward of that town 
where it ends in the earth At the same place jj* Bulluggun, where 
the Ihk terminates two small streams rise from a tank one runs to 
Wuzecrabad the other courses south westward by Shelkhoopoora Into 
Burr It strikes me that the Toh water might be led Into the Ihk, and 
the Ihk be prolonged Into the channel of this small stream An 
immense deal of excavation would thus be saved 

J ABBOTT, Captain 
Boundary Commissionrr 
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No. 5.— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary Com- 
missioner, from the 9th to the 20 th March 1848. 

pih Match 18/J.8 — Marched to Khana-ke-Chuk Emplo3'ed for 
the rest of the day with the accounts The son and nephew 
of Raie Kesrie Singh, Viizeei of Raja Dhyan Singh, called upon 
me, complaining that Mahaiaja Goolab Singh had resumed all their 
father’s lands and left them only a misei able pittance quite unsuited 
to their rank It is a pity that tlie Mahaiaja takes such measures 
to alienate from him the hearts of his most faitliful followers. 
These are the sons of men who have served himself and family 
to purpose and whom he might have depended upon in any crisis 
The father of Pritwee Singh was foi one yeai Governoi of Huzara, and 
gave satisfaction in that difficult position Khana-ke Chuk is a village 
with large bazai on left bank of the Chenab, remarkable for the 
Hindu temple, ovei winch presides the Gooioo of Maharaja Goolab 
Singh. 

loth Match — Nnjwah — Marched hither, following the boundaiy, 
and collecting errors in the Todnh bundi distance by boundary about 
16 miles In saddle from daybreak till ik pm. The sun is becoming 
painfully hot Engaged the lemamder of the day in arranging the 
accounts, receiving razeenamahs, etc Nujwal is a small village of 
Minawur 

iiih Mat ch — Khuttoo Bhow — Marched by the boundary correct- 
ing the work In saddle fiom daybreak till 1 p m Engaged the rest of 
the day in settling boundary disputes, receiving razeenamahs, etc. 

12th Match — Nidala — Marched hither inspecting and correcting 
the boundaiy pillars, this being one of the portions altered by the 
transfei of Huzara In saddle until 10^ am Employed till night 
in the revenue settlement of Minawur The work is perplexing on 
account of the limited number of seasons of which a record is obtain- 
able, and the great price borne by grain during the last five years The 
basis therefore offered me is false, and is to be modified by ciicumstances 
of which 1 have only a general and imperfect knowledge. I feel therefore 
far from satisfied with the settlements, and regret that greater leisure 
has not been allowed to collect data The system here employed is 
Kunkoot, and the produce by this estimate is received partly at a price 
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arbitrarily imposed by the Govemraent from 40 to 60 per cent higher 
than the bazar pnee, partly 111 kind Cotton and sugar lands arc esti 
mated by the area at a fitted valuation Against thm ciacdon of the 
Government is to be weighed the peculation of Kardara and Moon- 
shecs and the cfiecta of bribery upon the same Still when the 
bazar price of grain is unusually high, as haa been the case foe 
some years throughout the Punjaub the result forms a basis verv 
disadvantageous to the zumeendar and ryutt, and the remission of 10 
per cent 15 quite Insufficient to cover thdr losa a fixed rent adjusted 
thereon But to-night after having made many settlements with all 
these consideratlona In view I learnt another secret which haa caused 
me some uneasiness. It was brought to light by the evident alarm 
which the settlements after a deduction of 17 per cent, upon this false 
bads, had inspired In those villages which depend solely upon the 
heavens for irrigation he consequence of which was a closer investJ 
gation of circumstances It appeara that the estimate ofTcred me is from 
the collections of Maharaja Goolab Singh who bad charge of Mlnawur 
for some years and as that Prince levies the revenue very extensively 
m kind he takes about 35 per cent more than the computed half levied 
bj the Seibh Government When therefore the five-eighths levied by 
Jummoo are thrown into a cosh estimate 50 per cent higher than the 
bazar rate the case of the ryutt is most forlorn Some of the settlements 
just made must therefore I fear be modified 

/ 7//1 March t 8^S — MutUiuwala — Marched inspecting and correct 
ing the boundary pillars. In saddle from daybreak until ti a u Engaged 
the rest of the day in forming estimates of the alterations necessary 
m the assessment from the Information allmnable Rain at night 

14th March— JnHalpoor — Marched to Jullalpoor r/i roi/ir for Goojrtt 
to enable the Hindoos and Seikhs to pass their Holi at the latter city 
Roln during da^ and very lieavy rain at night Baggage not up until 
darL 

/y/A March — Marched in rain to Goojmt Engaged the 
rest of the day with accounts and In settling boundarv disputes 

t6lh lyihendiStb Marc/i — Halted at Goojrat Commenced the 
revenue settlement of Kurriall the zumeendars meeting me here Jullal- 
poor Is a small town celebrated for Its sword blades. Goojrat Is one of 
the best built towns in the Punjaub It has a large bazar, ond a castle of 
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brick, the lattei m the midst of the town. The country is veiy highly 
cultivated, the soil light but favouiable to wheat when lain is abundant. 
The Siidar, Ram Singh, Udaluttee, called upon me with a stawatna 
of 51 lupees, the Naib offering 10 

iplh Mmch 18^8. — Continued the levenue settlement of Kurnah 

20th Match — Closed the revenue settlement of Kurnah, and made 
a strenuous effoit to obtain a settlement of accounts between the 
Lahoie and Jummoo Moonshees The unreadiness of the latter to 
pioduce authentic documents is a source of the most piovoking delay, 
1 have waited now about eight months foi those of villages in this 
neighbourhood Only copies of documents are furnished, and when 
these differ from the authentic documents produced by the Lahore 
Government, to the extent of 120 per cent, the Lahore authorities 
naturally object to leceivethem as valid Large numbers of the zumeen- 
dars of Huzara have followed me out hither m spite of my remonstiances 
and assurances that lam 1 etui ning to then district 1 fear from their 
complaint that the Kaidais are doing their best to disgust the people by 
their injustice and coriuption, and this makes me doubly anxious to 
leturn to Huzaia. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Boundary Coimmssionet 


No 6— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, from the 29th March to the 5th April 
1848. 

2pth Match i8^8 — Pukvitl — Marched by the boundary inspecting 
the boundary pillais of last year For though in haste to get back to 
Huzara, and although all this work was minutely inspected by myself 
last seasbn, yet one monsoon has made alterations in work intended 
only toi a few months’ duiation, and a few more hours of exposure 
daily aie well bestowed in satisfying myself that all is right I never 
go forth without finding sufficient to rectify, and have never repented 
of my precautions In saddle from daybreak until i2 noon; the sun 
painfully hot The hot winds set in several days ago. Yesterday obseiv- 
ing two men limping along under a guard each with a log fastened to 
his leg, I instituted an enquiry and found them to be two of the 



JOVmALS OF CAFTAIV/ ABBOTT 


136 

subject* ot the Jumboo Government aeued by Colonel Noorooddeen (of 
the Artillery which has just left Jelum) upon suspicion of theft one of 
tus Golundauze having been robbed a woman also was prisoner as 
being the sister of a man suspected by the Colonel aforesaid, a Jumboo 
subject also of course I released her Instantly The others I have made 
over to the Vuieer of Juraboo begging him to produce them for tnaj should 
any evidence be found, at present there Is none One of the pnsoners, it 
appears, last year produced stolen property and begged off the thieves , 
and upon this ground he is now m durance. I shall write to the Colonel 
upon the impropriety of his conduct 

jOtA Marih 184.8 — Sugi — Marched hither inspecting the boundary 
pillare. Under canvas by 10 a.m , employed the rest of the day reedv 
Ing razeenamahs, investigating boundary disputes which here are rife 

March ^Gusse^poor — Marched to Gusseetpoor m order to 
cross the Jelum at the Pindi ferry Employed the rest of day in plotting 
the surveys of the establishments settling boundary disputes and 
comparing accounts 

1st Aprtl^Ptndt Crossed at the Piodi ferry and inspected 

the nver with the map ju>t completed to male corrections 1 purpose 
halting here, for I find that owing to the large number of cultivated 
Islands It IS impossible to form a boundary without pillars of masonry 
which generally I dispense mth where a river forms the bound 

The Jelum, having three pnnapal streams continually varying in 
relative depth and power affords no clear terminal line Engaged until 
evening in settling dlfputes plotting surveys etc. 

3nd and jrd April ~ Ptndt GhauL — Halting whilst the Todah bHndt\s 
effected and the disputes arc settled Employed these two days in appoint 
Ing Moonslfs scllLog disputes which the Moonsifs could not or dared 
not decide, plotting surveys, etc. 

4lh April — Puidi CAar//— To-day a purwannah of the Durbar 
countersigned by the Resident at Lahore, is exhibited directing Dewin 
Adjoodhia Pershaud to call upon me to demand compensation to iht 
Durbar for loss sustained in ibe transaction bv which Lahore received 
the Talooqah of Rungpoor la caebange for Talooqahs Ulla, Charwa and 
Solukur 1 have accordingly demoted much of the day to the InvesUgaUoa, 
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upon which I need only here remark that the bargain was made before 
I came upon this frontier ; that it has repeatedly been quoted to 
me by the Lahore Agents as a case in which they were the losers, but 
which, of course, being a bargain could not now be litigated, and the 
estimates of value on both sides aie always so utterly unworthy of trust 
that I could not form even an idea of the real revenue of the several 
Talooqahs without returning to the spot, which I have left 60 miles 
in my rear, a retrogression which would detain me two or three months 
longer from Huzara ; that I have six times passed through the Talooqahs 
in the course of my duties accompanied by the Lahore Vuqueel, and to 
this moment no claim whatever has been made relating to them 

5//1 April i8j8 — Pmdt Ghaut — Went over this morning to one of 
the islands to settle a boundary dispute On returning to the mam land 
and remounting my horse the people thronged me so that the horse was 
excited and sprang back, throwing me forward upon his neck My pistol 
fell from the belt and lighting upon a boulder went off and pierced the 
ankle of a youth of about 16, who was one of the crowd, and then lodged 
its bullet m the ankle of another bystander, a zumeendar I could not at 
first imagine what had happened, having myself received a stunning blow 
from my horse’s head. I then hoped no one had been struck, but after 
a little while the wounded lad began to cry, and the unfortunate accident 
became manifest. I had the parties conveyed to a village and saw the 
wounds attended to No bone, I am thankful to say, is broken. But the 
circumstance has caused me great distress I have been in the almost 
daily habit of handling fire-arms since the age of seven, yet never before 
met with an accident And I had hoped that my care for other's safety 
would ever have saved me from so afflictive an occurrence. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Boundary Comnusstoner, 


No. 7.— Journal of Captain James Abbott, Boundary 
Commissioner, from the 6th to the 22nd April 1848. 

6 th April 18 j8 —Jelum —Marched from Pindi to Jelum, ten miles 
Employed the rest of the day in winding up the various accounts, 
settling boundary disputes, etc. 

j8 
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•jth Apnl i 8 p 8 —Jehim —Hailed at Jelum Engaged with the 
accounts and m plotting surveys 

Pending an answer to my official report upon the claim of Lahore 
to compensation for loss in the exchange of Rnngpoor, etc., which 
must determine my future movements, I have made arrangements to 
drop down the river to Find Dadun Klian to inspect the salt and 
antimony mines with a view to acquire a knowledge of the phenomena 
under which minerals occur In this formation 

8 th April — Rxver Jtlum — Dropt down the river Jelum to Find 
Dadun Khan in one of the large and solid flat bottomed boats of this 
river, starting at 4 pu and arriving at 1 p u the ensuing day 
The nver is full of islands. For about 20 miles It occupies a highly 
cultivated and pleasant valley Then the salt hills appear upon the 
west and a boundless flat to eastward The people of the villages 
often ran to the bank and implored me to settle their boundary 
disputes, which of course was impossible They have great confidence 
in the superior eloquence of the female tongue, and send tbdr old 
dames and httle girls chanting 10 chorus to attract my attenbon It is 
difficult to resist such an appeal 

giJt and loih Find Dadun Khan consists of three small 

towns clustered together, the most considerable containing a very large 
and thriving barar The tomb of the founder is a small ruinous 
platform of stones under a large tree. Its celebrity Is owing to the salt 
mines in its immediate neighbourhood The salt lies strewed around 
in large masses of nearly 2CO lbs each, exactly resembling blocks of 
white and pink quarti. It is excavated from the mine at the rate of 
20 maunds the rupee transferred to the Find on camels at a cost of 
about I anna per mtund, and sold here to merchants at 2 rupees. 
From these mines and others under the same farm arc yearly 
extracted 600,000 maunds of salt, or about 60,000,000 lbs Of this one 
third is sunk in Dhurmurth Jagfalrs, expenses of working, and loss 
from weather and larceny leaving 400 000 maunds which at an average 
of 2\ rupees per maund yield 900,000 rupees. The farmer gives 
6 lacs of rupees to Government. This year he has lost something by 
the sale of salt which had previously been laid up by the retail merchants, 
fhe salt Is a remarkable deposit of solid crystal, In strata about lO 
inches thick laid one above the other to the height of some 20 feet 
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The strata have been set on edge by some convulsion, and are now 
nearly vertical. The entrance is an aperture in the sandstone 
formation, elevated some 250 feet above the basin of the Jelum The 
passage is narrow and enters about 300 yards into the hill No salt is 
visible until near the termination, which is a circulai space of nearly 
30 feet diameter, walled and roofed with rock salt A deep pit is 
here worked No attempt is made to secure the vault by pillars, nor 
by giving it a cuivilinear face, and it will some day fall in. It is so 
ill-ventilated that respiration is painful to a person at rest I pointed 
out to the Kardar that his people would do much more work if they 
had more air, and that a perforation upwards was necessary But it 
would never be made willingly by any native 

The formation in which it occurs is very remarkable. It appears 
as if nature had made this the depositary of all the odds and ends of 
her workmanship the red sandstone and its debris form the base, 
intermixt with crumbs of several kinds of limestone, flints, indurated 
iron clay, pieces of pudding stone, quartz and jasper ; higher up, the 
limestone locks, thickly studded with flints and agates, form cliffs 
and tables and rounded ridges sprinkled with thorny shrubs The 
summit is an extensive table, hilly to the south, the long ridges of white 
limestone forming pleasant and highly cultivated valleys, well watered 
with springs and sometimes wooded 

The highest pinnacles are the Kurrungli and Domailia, if indeed 
the supereminent and solitary mountain Tillah belong not to the group. 
After leaving these hills the limestone terminates and the sandstone 
recommences, forming an undulating surface of rather poor soil, 
often broken by the most rugged and desolate ravines It thus reaches 
the roots of the Serr ridge of Khaunpooi and falls from Rawul Pindi 
to the basin of the Indus The Serr ridge is of blue limestone beauti- 
fully veined with white, occurring m the largest masses, and admirably 
adapted to pavements, slates, chimney pieces, etc ; beyond it again 
rises the sandstone, not red but white, showing nowhere the action 
of fire, yet, so far as I have seen, destitute of organic vestiges. It 
seems to have been formed by the adhesion of its particles under the 
simple pressure of its own gravity, and the solution by rain of the 
minutest quantities of silex and their subsequent deposit in the inter- 
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slices ai the water has ooied throagh The loftier pinnaclea I have not 
yet visited but I have reason to think that up to io,CKX) feet they are 
sandstone. 

The salt mines have been worked time out of mind but J believe 
Lieutenant Daniel Robinson of Engineers was the first to bnng to the 
notice of Government the exislence of a coal mine in this neighborhood 
It had been some time known to the natives but fuel is there abundant 
and the coal is ill-adapted to their primitive cookery so that it is quite 
disregarded by them. The coal, considering that only the superficial 
strata have yet been opened, offera \cry fair promise and its proximity 
to the Jelum will render it a valuable mine 

ii/fi 4 pnl 184.8 — Marched to Tehoah, a pretty, wooded valley 
under the KurmngH mountain and upon the table-land Long strings of 
pllgnma encumbered the road on thdr way to the sacred fountain of 
Kuttaas one of the Eyes of the World Here all who wash at the 
propihona hour are supposed to be cleansed of thdr 51ns and healed of 
their diseases and the fallacy of the second clause in their faith does 
not teem to have suggested in the course of thousands of years any 
doubt of the double efficacy of so sovereign a remedy The Khuttreea, 
who are m the Puojaub the mercaoUlc class, arc especially sedulous to 
blot out their yearly score of trespass They are thronging m thou 
sandi — thcir wives and daughters unveiled seated upon ponies and 
mules, and occasionally In Xm/aipa/is upon caroels and themselves leading 
on foot. It Is a pleasure to meet so many smibng faces and an unexpect 
ed pleasure as regards the class of shop-keepers, whom I supposed 
Incapable of content but even they appreciate the protection afforded 
them, and I never saw more undoubted proofs of satisfaction Several 
times when people approached to make profound salaams and 1 
supposing they had some petition asked what they required the 
answer was Rari Sahib bhote razi ” Employed in plotting surveys 
and orraeging piapers. 

1 2th April ^Th\% being the second day of purification I went to 
the Kutiass fountain Intending merely to sketch the scenery if interest 
Ing and to return But the sight of so many thoutaoda of people 
Innocently happy was so fasanatlng that I could not quit the spot end 
was Insensibly beguiled Into a holiday In a deep hollow fonned by two 
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crags of limestone, the spring uses from a cleft in the rock which is of 
considerable depth ; the water fills a neatly circular basin of rock, about 
60 feet in diameter, and then escapes down a dell iichly wooded with 
mulberry, seesoo and palm trees The pool is entirely walled m with 
large and substantial dwellings of modern date belonging to the Chiefs 
hnd Nobles of Lahore Above them uses the most sacted of the edifices, 
also a modern building and with a Saracenic cupola, but of elegant 
proportions, and above that an antique obelisk attiibuted to the Pandoos, 
but evidently not many centuries in age, the Saracenic ornaments 
upon the body of the building, and the very perishable nature of the 
tufa with which it is constructed, coriti adicting the tradition The 
building Itself has been plasteied recently and the summit is crowned 
with a veiy modern cupola, which, although out of keeping architec- 
turally considered, is not discordant in effect The stones of the 
subordinate buildings, which have not been plastered, have acquired 
deep furrows from the weather, which gives the idea of antiquity 

The whole of this picturesque retreat was crowded to profusion 
with natives in then holiday attire and holiday faces For the first 
time in my life I saw whole families together, — father, mother, .husband, 
wife and children, — all enjoying themselves together without constraint 
The women unveiled and drest m their gayest attire, — ciimson, blue, 
yellow and white, — with head ornaments of the puiest gold, occasionally 
beaded with pearls and rubies These ornaments are often elegant and 
always becoming to the native face Few of them could have been 
worth less than Jyi and many must have been worth ;^ioo It is 
difficult to imagine the senseless shopkeeper, who sits in an Indian 
bazar weighing out ghee, the master of these gay and gilded butter- 
flies But it IS pleasing to see the attention they receive from their 
masters, and the appearance of domestic happiness amongst them. 
In no instance did I see a woman or a child on foot whilst the male 
was mounted, and I observed husbands attending upon their wives and 
mothers by a most pleasing reversal of Indian etiquette Every roof 
was covered with cx tempore tents and awnings Every tree was 
crowded with gay figures reposing under its shade, and strings of men, 
women and children were passing along the narrow lanes and alleys, 
whilst the water itself was crowded with swimmers and dippers In 
so crowded a space it is impossible for the fair bathers to escape all 
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intnislon of curious eyes, but the utmost tint innate modesty can effect 
ii attempted, and there is no voluntary erposure. The fuqulrs approach 
them as they bathe and present that dishes for alms and no woman 
resists the appeal But I observed one, who could not otherwise get 
rid of an importunate beggar toss the water of the pool Into his face. 

About 20 000 people were here collected Thanks to the excellent 
arrangements of the officer in charge of the district all was order and 
harmony such an Inataacc is acarcely on record, the nval sects of 
fnars Gosaiens and Sunyasees breaking one another a heads yearly for 
precedence In dipping A single instance of theft occurred, a man In 
the dense crowd caught a little boy s earring and cutting the car with 
a small clasp knife carried off the prise but he was caught with the 
booty upon him 

This fountain, says tradition formerly poured forth poisonous 
waters and all who drunk were destroyed But Raja Judislhr and his 
four Pandoo brothers coming hither purified it by prayer and now it 
is only equalled in efficacy moral and physical, by the fountain of Poos 
gurh which is the other eye of PnthWi However we may call in 
question these miraculous properties, we cannot deny that it is a foim 
tain of pleasure to thousands yearly The sight of their happy faces ia 
a refreshment to the spint which ( shall bear with me for many days 

— Apnll84.8 — Tthoali — I this day climbed the Kumingll mountain 
loinspeetthestraturain which antimony is found- The height above the 
valley is I suppose about i,ooo feet, a limestone rock of sparkling textinre 
and often of a reddish hue (owing I think to an intermixture of sand) 
Is the matrix It crowns the summit of the mountain forming a pred 
pice of coniiderable height. The miners roast the rock and toss water 
upon it whilst healed. It scales away in masses about two inches thick, 
exhibiting the antimony pure in cubic crysuls seldom larger than a 
finger nail By the present process the profit is so Inconsiderable that It 
Is not taxed but it might be worth while to teat Its value by working it 
scientifically for a couple of years. The largest masses seem to be 
found in the loose debns of the limestone As a scientific geologist 
ha* juit viiited It I shall not further describe it It is my opinion, 
howe'er that this formation possesses mineral riches not yet developed 
and anj process for working the known mines wHl I think lead to 
more \-aIuable dlscm'cries. The name Kurrungll Is Turkish, and almost 
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lustifies the tradition that it was discovered by a fuquir from Cashmere, 
although we may not allow tliat he came thence by a subterranean 
route Engaged the rest of the day in plotting surveys and adjusting 
papers 

— Apt tl iS^S — Tchoah — I his day an answei came from the Residency 
which enables me to return at once to Huzara. I had ordeied my march 
accordingly for the moriow, and went meanwhile to visit a site, from 
which dressed stones weie said to be dug 

Having often been disappointed in such researches, I anticipated 
little from this What then was my gratification to find that I had 
lighted upon the site of an Indo-Greek I'emplc to Jupiter Ammon, oi to 
Alexandei as his offspring The pi oofs arc beyond all question I 
have caiefull}' packed all the sculpture that 1 could in my hurried visit 
collect, and liave sent it upon two camels to Lahore to be thence for- 
warded, if the Resident appiovcs and with permission of the Duibar, to 
the Asiatic Society Whilst engaged in this seaich, I heard that a 
temple of the same charactei was yet standing at the distance of i6 
miles from Tehoah, and although anxious to hasten back to Huzara 
I thought I should be deemed blamable to pass it by I therefore have 
put off my maich for a couple of days Employed the rest of the day 
in winding up accounts, signing and comparing documents. 

l6lli April — MuUotc, i§ miles — Marched to Mullote by a westerly 
course, and found the temple sited upon an isolated table of limestone 
rock at the southern verge of the high plateau of Potowar It is a most 
singular structure, in which the decaying genius of Greece has been 
fairly over-mastered by the barbarism of Scythia The statues are all 
truncated, and otnerwise so weather-worn that only general ideas can 
be formed of its intention. But what remains is full of interest, and 
suggests many and strange ideas I made a sketch, so far as the glare 
of the sun and the high wind of the mountain would allow But 
there are no loose lelics that can be removed. The jumble together 
of fluted Grecian columns, with trefoil arches and Boodhist obelisks is 
most singular and disagreeable No record remains of this edifice It 
IS attributed like all old buildings to the Pandoos The hill has been 
fortified recently. It presents to the south sheer precipices of 200 feet 
which meet the roots of the table-land. The inhabitants have become 
Moosulmans. 
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ijlh April 1848 — Tthoah 1$ mxJfs returned to Tehoah this 
morning and employed the remflinder of the day In companng papers 
and pasaiog accounts 

l8ih Aprtl^TMta p w/Zra.— Marched to Tahha, a small village 
in the more open ground of the table land On the road, a singular ridge 
of aandstone la said by tradition to be a gigantic furrow ploughed up by 
Ram Chunder Engaged the rest of the day as yesterday Bang 
about to separate from Dewan Adjoodbia Pershaud and Vuzcer Roop 
Chund there are many papers to be arranged and coppared 

igik April — Chukkooaaly /y mtlfs — Marched to ChukLoowal, a 
town of some consequence In thla neighborhood Engaged as on the 
two preceding days. Received the farewell visit of Dewan Adjoodhia 
Pershaud whom I have begged to return to Lahore the field work in 
which his presence waa necessary and ibe accounts being brought up 
The boundary pillars are not all completed In masonry, but parties are 
employed in carrying on the operation and the accounts are not actually 
dosed owing to my uncertainty as to two items regarding which I have 
as yet no ofiiaal answer but it appears quite needless to expose hun 
and the Vuzcer longer on account of these matlerf to the hot winds 
under canvas. I carry with me a Moonsbee of dther party to make 
the final arrangemeotj 

JoOi April— Doodial^ ii w« 5 f* —Marched to Doodial and there 
reedved the farewell visit of Vuzcer Roop Chund Employed in mapping 

2isi April— Puujgraouy 10 miUs —Marched to Punjgraon, a small 
village as is Doodial The plateau undulates a soil poor but pretty well 
cultivated The heavens here arc not verj bountiful of rain, and the 
crops are in many cases failures Elsewhere they are the finest I have 
ev"er seen 

22Hd April DtirgaU, ij milts — Marched to Durgali, a small village 
in a ravine, country broken crops geocrally failures. Engaged to-day 
with my own affairs. 


J ABBOTT, Captaiw, 

Boundary Commisshnir 
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No. 8— Journal of CaiDtaiu James Abbott, Assistant to 
tile Resident, on deputation to Huzara, from the 
23rd to the 29th April 1848. 

3jid Ap}il iS^8 — Nth ah , — Matched to Nihiali. Engaged the rest 
of tlie day m mapping 

A pul — Moouil — Marched to Moorut. Hcie I learned that the 
Pathans upon the Indus iiorth-westci n fronlici of Pukli were collect- 
ing armed men foi the molestation of the Uggroie valley. I have 
therefore determined to ride in the remaining $0 miles dak to make 
airangements foi the discomfiture of this clan. Meanwhile as Jehandad 
Khan, the most consideiable oi the Huzaia chiefs, is supposed to have 
excited this disluibance with a view of getting ci edit for good service in 
repelling the aggressoi s, I havewiitten him a purwannah warning him 
that his jaghir is foi the defence of that frontici , and that if he fails to 
sccuie it against attack his estates arc liable to be attached I have also 
written to othei Jaghiidars of Pukli to tne same purpose. But I have 
not thought it expedient to allow Colonel Bhoop Singh, Commanding the 
Pukli Frontiei Force, to make any demonstiation at piesent, because I 
doubt the disturbance being more than a petty quarrel between indivi- 
duals, and a false step amongst those wild mountains might produce ill- 
consequences. I have written, however, to the chiefs of the Pathan clan 
warning them that if they molest without cause the people of Uggrore, 
they will probably subject themselves to the severest retaliation, the 
extinction of their independence and the establishment of garrisons 
in their land , but that if they have any gi ound of complaint I will hear 
It and adjust it equitably. 

2$lh Ap>il — Kote . — Rode dak to Kot Nujeeboolla, about 42 miles, 
in a violent wind and drizzling shower , arrived at night. 

26111 Ap}il—Humpoor . — Rode to Hurripoor Received toward 
evening a visit from the two Sirdars Just before their arrival the Ukbar 
Nttweese brought me some particulars of insurrection in Mooltan, in 
which it IS stated that Mr Vans Agnew had been wounded by a sipahi 
of the garrison of Mooltan on visiting that fortress and that the whole 
army was in mutiny. Whilst the Sirdars were with me a second budget 
arrived stating that the supplies around the British camp at Mooltan had 
been cut off and that the guns of the fortress had opened upon tnem. 
This man brought also purwannahs of the Durbar ordering the march 

19 
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Upon Mooltan of Colonel Bhoop Singh a and Colonel Dhara Singh’s 
Regiment in Huzara as well as of the guns of Colonel Noorooddeen and 
the horse of Sirdar Lai Singh, Kaliawaln, at Hussun Ubdal The Naum 
and Naih-Naum strongly remonstrated upon the danger of withdrawing 
at th\» moment Colonel Bhoop Singh’s Regiment from Pukli, where it 
may possibly be actually engaged m boatilities^ and I fully concur with 
them that such a retrograde movement at such a moment would raise the 
whole country, it being the season of collccboa when such disturbances 
are most probable, 1 have therefore ordered Colonel Pertab Singh’a Corps, 
which is at Khowta and can better be spared, to march without delay upon 
Mooltan It is a strong and effective regiment. Colonel Dhara Singh 
will march also as directed and ibePewan Dia Ram will accompany with 
50 horse of Sirdar Chuttur Singh’s contingent. The Artillery and horse 
at Hussun Ubdal will move as directed by the Durbar As there Is a violent 
superstitious prejudice against marching southwards on Friday and as it 
seems advisable that they should commence the expedition m good heart 
and as their preparations will be more complete than they could be by 
starUng to-morrow I have at thmr earnest request consented to their 
remaining fast on the 37th and surtlog on the morning of the 38th I 
have diligently enquired as to the several routes to Mooltan, and find that 
It 18 on all hands agreed that the route which holds throughout the Sinde 
Sagar Dooab Is difficult to troops marching from dearth of supplies and 
of water I have therefore directed them to take the route viH Rawul 
Pmdi and Find Dadun Khan This involves three crossings of nvers 
but it seems to me, as to all whom I have consulted the preferable route 
under circumstances. The troops will have orders to report progress to 
the Durbar on approaching every Dat station end whilst on a Dab road 
to report every three days 

s'jih April 2848— Hut npoor—\ have hailed here to-day in the 
hope of receiving tidings from Lahore which may perhaps affect my 
mo\cments, otherwise I should have proceeded on to Pukli without 
delay Employed in making enquiries issuing orders, etc., relative 
to the movement of troops and the settlement of the affair In Pukli 

2M 4pril~I/iirrtpoar— Yesterday dosed without a line from 
Lahore Wrote the Sirdar Lai Singh, Moorana begging him to relieve 
Colonel Boodh Singh s company at Gtia^bi mth a Rlssala of his horse 
to the Kardar of Ghaybi directing him to rfpnd the said company to 
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on the Indus to meet the regiment dropping down that rivei ; to Colonel 
Baboo Pandah at Hussun Ubdal directing him to send a company of his 
regiment to Attock to relieve a company of Boodh Singh’s there ; to the 
Kardar Thannedai of Attock advising him of the ariangement and direct- 
ing him to supply funds for the necessary expenses of the embarkation j 
to Colonel Boodh Singh advising him of these ariangements and lecom- 
mending him to carry his camels in boats with him. This will require 
10 or 12 boats, which are abundant at Attock. It will enable him to 
march at once on landing and prevent the risk of seizure of his carnage 
should the disturbance spiead to that district. I have directed him 
if in time, to join the march of the Dei a Ismail Khan force; if 
too late, to follow in then track. I wrote to Colonel Noorooddeen, Com- 
manding a battery of heavy brass guns, advising him of having 
suggested to the Durbar the embarkation of his battery at 
Jullalpoor, where boats will be in readiness, and informing him that 
if approved he would receive the Durbar’s orders at Jullalpoor or at 
Pmd Dadun Khan ; to the Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud, at the town of 
Jelum, and to the Kardar, Find Dadun Khan, begging them to have 
boats m readiness at Jullalpoor in case of this arrangement being adopt- 
ed; to the Resident at Lahore informing him of these arrangements and 
of the saving in time which they were calculated to effect. The guns 
being of some weight may be useful in the event of a siege The regi- 
ment of Dhara Singh marched this moining toward Mooltan vtd Rawul 
Pindi, Gon Gullah and Jullalpoor. This day’s dak is in, but not a line 
forme. / 5 ^( 7 /w ;5 from the Durbar came yesterday and to-day I consider 
It advisable not to leave the Fort of Attock without a slight admixture of 
Regular Troops, otherwise the company from Baboo Pandah's Regiment 
can be ill-spared Ghaybi has lately been in a state of disorder I shall, 
if possible, defer my departure from Hurripoor a day or two as it is the 
best spot for the transaction of important business. Yesterday’s news 
from that quarter confirms my impression that it is a dispute susceptible 
of settlement by adjudication 

2gth Apt il 1848— >Hurripoor~i:h& news from Pukli to-day makes 
me feel anxious to be near that frontier as I cannot here ascertain 
the state of affairs nor interfere for their arrangement I have 
accordingly sent off my tent or rather have given all the orders for my 
march. 
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At nooQ the Sirdars called upon me, 1 had proffered them a visit 
but they insisted upon coming to me They bad apparently received no 
fresh tidings 

At 3 p M I received the Resident’s note of 26th insUnt, detailing the 
sutc of the commotions In Mooltan and referring to a former letter which 
has net cr come to hand, although the daks themselves do not appear to 
have been stopped. I would now wilbngly remain at Hurripoor but 
having made my arrangements for march to counter-order them might 
occasion iU-surmlses. I have begged Lieutenant Robinson to remain at 
Humpoor unUl maUen wear a more secure aspect as I think that his and 
Mr Ingram a wandenngs with small guards amongst the mountains not 
advisable and in case of demand hla sendees may be valuable. I post a 
dak of horses to enable me to return with speed should my presence be 
desirable. The Durbar e purwauas countermanding the march of Colonel 
Dbara Singh’s and Colonel Bhoop Singh a Regiments and of Colonel 
Noorooddeen a heavy guns are duly received and put into force. The 
heavy guns I had thought could be useful at the siege for lo fact there 
•re scarcely troops enough left at Hussun Ubdal to lake care of two 
baltenes, Colonel Ameer Chunds light battery being also there. 
Colonel Baboo Pandah s corps is the only regiment In Chuch Qatur I do 
not boweveT apprehend any senous conunoilon in that quarter 

J ABBOTT, Captaim, 
AssUtanl Rtsideni in Hutara 

No 9 —Journal of Oaptain James Abbott, Asedatant to 
tSift Brosldlernt, on ^lopntwtton to Hnzaa^ ior the 30th 
April 184a 

jOlh April 184.S — TheNonm and Nalb-Norim and Sirdars Chuttur 
Svngh and Jhundur Singh came over to my dwelling (which is a bastion 
of the town of Hurripoor, they themselves inhabiting the citadel Hur 
klshcDgurh) They brought the news writer with the budget from 
Lahore stating that m consequence of the murder of the two Bntish 
Officers and of the defection of their guards the field force sent to thcir 
rescue had been countermanded, and that it was proposed to the Rcsi 
dent by the Durbar that a light force from Huzara under Sirdar 
Jhimdur Singh should scour the Doab of the Indus and Jclum, 
enforcing the collccUons and scattering insurgents Upon this Sirdar 
JbuDdur Singh proposed that he, the Nazim, and myself should make 
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o\ci Hu/nra lo the ouih, Sinlai Aoln\ Singh, son of Siidni Chuttui 
Singh, and proceed a*' ‘^uggc'^tcd at the head of a thousand hoi sc, a 
batlci} of light, guns and half a icgiincnl of Infanli}' I could not agree 
with him a^ to the ui'-dom of m> leaving Ilu/aia at c;uch a moment, for 
if anything can pi event ichclhon hcic, it 1^ the influence of a Biilish 
Agent But I think Siulai Ihundui bingli himself might be thus 
employed with advantage Sirdai Chuttui Singh’s health will scaiccly 
admit of such c\pO‘'Uic at 1111*^ ‘^ea'^on They had not hcaid until this 
da^ the melancholy ti(hng‘> whuh i cached me jc'^tciday. A Icltci fiom 
I^Iaior Lawicnee at Bc^'liawm icpoits all a^ 3 cl cpiict, and that the 
ofiiccrs of the Sikh foicc felt confidence in their men I iiavc sent under 
cover to the Resident copio'^ of Ma)oi Lawrence’^' Ictlcis lo him, as a 
precaution, in case of llic intciccption of the onginals 

Last night, when about to ''tail d.ik foi Pukli, news aiiivcd that the 
Pallians had been driven back I have thcrcfoi c recalled 1113^ lent and 
establishments and purpose remaining here at present foi the transac- 
tion of business The wliolc mattci appeals to me a plot of Jehandad 
Khali, Chief of Bhaingr.i, in oidei lo enhance his value as a faithful 
servant of Government. I long refused lo believe there was 0113' inroad 
whatever, and It was only when repealed Iclleis from Colonel Bhoop 
Singh, Commanding the Field Force m Pukh, announced the movement 
that I gave It sciious attention I wi ole, however, lo Jehandad Khan 
expressing m3^ opinion that he had oiiginatcd it, and I informed his 
Vaqucel that 1 gave no credit whatever to Jehandad’s icporls of num- 
bers slain on either side, but would visit the scene and form a more 
perfect judgment The dicad of my doing so and of his consequent 
exposure seems to have recalled him to his senses He is in tnbula- 
tion at the want of formal sunnuds from the Lahoic Government con- 
firming his jaghirs, and is consequently anxious to gam a gieat name 
with the Government His younger brother is in attendance upon me 
The messenger I despatched to the frontier to gam intelligence has not 
returned I do not know whether the Resident is aware that all the 
most secret oiders and reports of the Durbar aie sent open to the news- 
writer, who reads them himself or he hands them to the Nazim 01 to me. 

I need noi pass any remark upon this arrangement. 

A letter from Peshawur dated 29th April arrived to-day The seal 
bad been broken open Aqother for Lieutenant D. Robinson from 
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Lieutenant Young at Amntaur had also been opened. All was then 
quiet in Peshawur Sir FrcdncL Cumes first note to me on the out'* 
break dated 23rd April came to hand this day The bearer declared he 
had ridden wlthit from Pind Dadun Khan and brought a note from the 
Sirdar there As my daks had several days previously been arranged 
to pass by the direct route of Jelum and Rohtass this has probably been 
intercepted here or at Jelum and sent back to Pmd Dadun Khan. 
The confusion of the Dak Moonshec here who is also news writer, was 
so great when I insisted upon it that a letter of mine must have been 
intercepted, that he was probably pnvy to the arrangement. There was 
no appearance of its having been opened 

The Ukbar brought no intelligence of moment 
Closed at daybreak, May 2nd, 1848 

J ABBOTT, Captaiw, 
Asstsiant ResicUni 

The dak here atarts at 8 A.11 and generally arrives here at about 
noon 

No 10 Journal of Captain Jamee Abbott, Assistant to 
the Resident, on deputation to Huzara, for the 2nd 
May 184a 

Despatched my diary of yesterday addressed to 
the Resident at Lahore. 

Colonel Canora Commanding a Horse Battery of which four guns 
are in Pukll, came with complaints against General Maimood Shah of 
Artillery I ha\e begged him for the present to avoid clashing with 
the General, and promised to consider his request to have his camp 
shifted to another quarter He exhibited his purwanas which do not 
place him In words under the General’s command. The strange sus- 
picion of Influence from the Volley of Roses In the present revolt of 
MooUan, haunts this Colonel s mind, acquired probably from his perusal 
of Malor G. Smyth s volume of which he has lent me a copy the 
infonnatlon In that volume having been gleaned from Colonel Gardner, 
bis comrade and countryman 

The Nazim and Nalb called upon roc with the Durbar purwanas, 
directing Sirdar Jhundur Singh the Nalb to proceed with Colonel 
Dhara Singh s corps, Colonel Bboop Singh 1 Regiment of Cavalry, and 
Colonel Ameer Chund s Field Battery to Manfccra, to enforce collections 
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and pi eserve tranquillity Other punvanas direct that all the rest of 
the mounted tioops in Huzaia 1^50 horsemen excepted) be sent to join 

Raja Sher Singh with Colonel field baltei}' also heie, supposing 

that they can be spaied I have with the Nazim’s concurrence ordered 
all these tioops to maich as directed, excepting one Ressalla (Tioop) of 
Regular Cavalry and 60 horse on the frontiei at Pukli, which it 
seems imprudent to withdiaw and 50 nioie Horse of the Nazim’s own con- 
tingent. I deem it desirable that the Nazim should have around him 
at least 100 followers upon whom he can depend In lieu of the troop 
of Regular Cavalry detained in Pukli, I have given Siidar Jhundur 
Singh a company of Pertaub Singh’s corps, and I have called in a 
tioop of horse from Rawul Pindi to Huzaia, the position of Colonel 
Pertaub Singh’s corps on the mountains at Kunoie sufficing, it appears 
to me, to secuie tranquillity at Rawul Pmdi 

The disturbance in Mooltan is now the common topic of discussion 
amongst the troops and people heie A veiy general impression seems 
to prevail that the Dewan must have been tampeiing with the troops 
ere he ventured upon such ati ocities 

The Nazim and Naib, however, think this improbable, no hint of 
it having ever reached them. A Sapper of Lieutenant Robinson’s com- 
pany having some woids with a Sepahie of Colonel Pertaub Singh’s 
corps, the latter said “ in the month of Jayi nos vestros trucidabimus 
pnncipes, vosque hac regione expellemus.” 

Lieutenant Robinson reported the matter to me, I being then at 
Puthankote The impossibility of investigating the case at that 
distance prevented its being noticed fuither I had no proof that the 
man had thus expressed himself, and had seen no symptoms elsewhere 
that could give importance to such an expression if uttered. 

The troops thus ordered to march are expected to be at their 
several destinations in 20 days This I fear will scarcely be practi- 
cable, as the artillery stores are not borne by camels but in carts . 
but the utmost expedition will be enjoined I have written Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh an order upon the Treasury at Pmd Dadun Khan for 
Rs. 20,000 to frank the current expenses of his armament and have 
desired him to apply to the Durbar for fuither advances should they be 
necessary The pay of his troops will of course be provided for by 
the Durbar 
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1 have alM directed that each Mh.rdar in Hurars fimilah a amall 
quota of men to accompany the S.rdar These null be useful to him 
as soldiers and serve at the aame time as hostages for me tranquillity 
of HuzanL I have no news to-daj from Pothawur 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

jissisiatil Htsuft/iU 

Closed momfDg of 3rd May Sirdar Lall Singh Kaliawala, wntes 
to say that he has received a Durbar purwana rcnumding him Co Husaim 
Ubdal with his 500 horse. 

No 11— Journal of Oaptaln James Abbott, Aeslntant 
Resident, on deputation to Huaara, for the 3rd May 
1848 

SniMay iS^—Humpoar, Husara —I have been enquiring about 
the fortress of Mooltan AU agree that i( is a strong place Theatrength, 
however, Is ratber apparent than actual, high and solid walls of masonry 
jL*; \i u louuMws^you-aii cicvaiw-a^ound, the site of some ondent 
town or village. The walls arc of sobd bnck and 

mortar They require much battering, and it was Do^yjpOl the 
Bhungiwala Topt, a 64 pounder, amved that Runjeet Slug ’^Mted a 
breach The presence of this gun, which might drop down oy a ' tter, 
would probably tend much to facihtatc operations by the conJBden^es.it 
would Inspire in the besiegers and the dismay it would stnte In tht- 
garrison For such walls as those of Mooltan the breacTiTng hullet 
cannot be too large and 34 pounders were preferable to 18 poimdcra 
The strongest feature of the place Is the dearth of water around It An 
extraordinary establlshtncnl of putkals and ^^slf ftwiU be required, and 
camel pukkah would be found ccodoojIcbI If, however 50 or Go small 
mortars and howitxers are available, the garrison may be shelled out In a 
day, and it Is of such Importance that the operations be rapidly closed 
that I would Venture to recommend some efforts In order to procure a 
sufficient number of this species of ordnance. The exceeding careless- 
ness of natives with tfaeir ammunition greatly aids the effect of shells 
But they should be thrown in an incessant shower, and for this purpose 
I should prefer small to large mortara 

The town is walled and will almost certainly resist The two 
stand about 400 yards apart Pr^aulions are advisable on entenng 
such a town owing to the well Lnown gallantry of the people. 
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Despatched niy Journal of yesteiday with my monthly papers. 
No news of impoitance has arrived noi has any letter from Lahoi e 
to-day come to hand The Durbar’s puiwanas seem to arrive regu- 
larly. 

Sirdar Lall Singh, Kaliawala, has leceived fiesh insti notions to 
maich upon Chichee Wutnee, and made his fiist march to-day, coming 
here to call upon me cu lontc He has actually piesent 450 horsemen. 
My messengei fiom Pukli 1 etui ned to-day The dispute was between 
the Pathans trans-Indus and an independent clan called Daysie on this 
side After some fighting and loss on eithei hand a Syud effected a 
reconciliation. There weie no designs upon Uggrore, and Colonel 
Bhoop Singh, Commanding the Pukli Force, seems to have taken little 
pains to inform himself of paiticulars. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No. 12. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 4th May 1848. 
if.th May 184.8 — Huaaia, Huiiipoor — No Ukba is in to-day 
from Lahore, nor any news from Peshawui Siidar Jhundur Singh is 
still detained for want of camels I have given him those of Colonel 
Bhadoor Singh, but the latter being at Nowa Shihr and Pukli, they 
are not piocurable on a moment's notice and have not yet arrived 

The Nazim and Naib called upon me towards evening the latter 
to take leave I have thought fit to add another company of Infantry 
to his force, owing to the weakness of Colonel Dhaia Singh’s corps. 
This company I have taken from Colonel Baboo Pandah’s Regiment 
at Hussun Ubdal His little brigade is still weak and, should the 
Mankera District be much disturbed, will require strengthening He 
will be obliged to make a long detour by Julalpoor, there being no nearer 
route for guns I have desired him to report daily to Lahore and every 
two or three days to me His force is not calculated to carry the castles 
which abound in the Mankera District, yet as it is of the utmost con- 
sequence to get possession of these, I have permitted him (unless he 
receive counter-orders from the Durbar) to remit revenue to the amount 
of 25 per cent to ryutts who surrender the country and the keys of 
their forts, and in other cases to remit as far as 10 or 15 per cent , and 
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to make good to the gamsooB on submlesion, their pay with suitable 
rewards. I have authonred the usual expense of KhiUuts and of food 
to natives of Hozara accompanying the force, an establishment of four 
Moonsheea, etc. It may be well worth the while of the Durbar to increase 
the reward for forts surrendered without resistance. In the event, 
however of their disapproving of the remissions I would beg tliat 
orders to this effect be promptly sent to meet Sirdar Jhundur Singh I 
ha\'e iDStmcled him to keep open a dak from his camp to Pmd Dadun 
Khan and another from his camp to Dcra Ismail Khan 

He It a dear headed good soldier and does not need more than 
general instructions 

I touched in yesterdays Diary upon the importance of small mortars 
to the siege of such a place as Mooltan t speak of course of the 
fortress — not the city It appears to me that the bullock tram might 
be employed to htnd up ammunition should the supply at Kerozepoor 
be insufficient 

Mankera is said to be a town In the heart of a sandy desert 
defended by lofty baulementa of sun^dned brick, and girdled with a dry 
ditch. Its strength consists In its isolation, It being two very long 
marches from the Indus and it being necessary to dig wells at the 
intermediate camp l have written and fowarded to the Besldency a 
letter or a Diary daily since the 36ih April 1 have as yet received only 
the Residents two notes of the 36 th and ayrd Apnl 

J ABBOTT Captaim, 
AssisioHl RtSicUnl 

Closed 6th May 1848, daybreak 


Ka 18 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assiatant Besl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6th May 1848, 

5 th May jS/S-^Hurf/oor Htigara — The daks yesterday and to 
day ha\‘c brought letters from Lahore to others, but none to myself or 
ray companloos The Pesbawurdak Is equally unfruitful 

A strange rumour of disturbances at Lahore has thus acquired power 
to give some uneasiness Sirdar Jhundur Singh with the Chownojee 
Regiment of Cavalry, Dhara Singhs Infantry Corps (strengthened by 
two companies from PerUub Singh and Baboo Pandah s Corps) with 
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Umnieei Chund’s Hoise Batteiy of 6-pounders and 40 Zumbooras, 
maiched out of the station this moining en loute for Mankera 
The only evisting gun load tbithei fiom hence passes through 
Julalpooi In yesteida^f’s Diaiy I pai ticularised my instructions to 
the Sndar, which were to give remissions from 10 to 15 pei cent to the 
zumeendars, who should come in readily, and 20 to 25 pei cent, to those 
who also should sui rendei their castles , to guarantee the arrears of 
gariisons, to keep open a communication (dail}') with Lahore and 
ever^' third day with Huzara and Dera Ismail Khan I begged that m 
the event of these remissions being disappioved by the Durbar counter- 
orders might be sent to meet the Sirdai at Julalpooi, my instructions to 
him being conditional I have written daily since the outbreak in 
Mooltan, but have as yet received only the Resident’s notes of the 23rd 
and 26th April 

J ABBOIT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

Closed at daybieak 6th. Dak not yet in 


ITo 14.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6th May 1848. 

6 th May j 8 ^ 8 — Hmiipoor, Huzaia — Received the Resident’s 
letter No 182 of 3rd instant, acknowledging the receipt of my covers of 
26th and 28th ultimo A note also from Captain Nicholson, Peshawur, 
giving a favourable repoit up to the 4th instant These letters relieve 
me of some anJ..iet3f 

Colonel Canara, who commands a light field battery, waited upon 
me this morning with the strange report that Colonel Bhoop Singh's 
corps was recalled from Pukh with all the cavalry at that place, and beg- 
ging for permission to bring his guns with them, as they would other- 
wise be lost I assured him the order to which he alluded had been 
cancelled several days ago It seems that this month in the opinion of 
the Sikhs is singularly auspicious to enterprize, containing five Thurs- 
days Dixit, Colonel Dhara Singh cujus legio ad Mankeram progressa 
est ad eum, multa tnbulatione venisse, ingemens, '‘ire, ceite, a castris 
apud hostem discedere, et Britannis praeliari, certam esse cladem,” 
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That this was the feeling of more than one I have good assurance, 
and the troops generally departed from Husara In depressed spirits 
I have not hesitated to part with nearly all the troops required by the 
Durbar s punvanas I should of course have preferred the retention of 
the Huiara Field Force m lU full strength for several years until their 
late unresisted license were forgotten by the people But the people 
are happier than they have ever been for 40 years. They are well 
aware that they owe this wholly to British Interference in their behalf 
Their rents have been greatly lightened all their nghts (beef eating 
excepted) restored The harvest la most plentiful, and there is not 
left a stogie cause of jUst complaint against their rulers if we except the 
severe punishments for cow killing Under these circumstances I feel 
justified in hoping that my influence will be sufficient to preserve order, 
and were it not the season of collection should have no uneasiness what 
ever upon the subject. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Atsxstani RtsUitnL 

1 have wntten dally since the outbreak in Mooltan, excepting I 
believe the second day of ray intelligence, 37th 
I have received— 

The Resident s note of 36th Apnl 1 
Ditto ditto 38th ditto 
and Resident 1 letter No 183 3rd May 

The impression of concert between the Narlm of Mooltao and the 
Army seems very general and very strong 

J ABBOTT 


No 16 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Rosi 
dent, on deputation to Hurara, for the 7th May 1848 

7M May 18^8 — llurripoary Hucara ^ — Reports have reached me this 
morning of some disturbance having occurred at Kussoor near Lahore, 
but 1 have no authentic intelligence. The impression continues strong of 
mediutcd treachery on the part of the Silth forces sent against Mooltan 
The name of the illUge It even given on reaching which they are 
to declare Ithcmiclvcs (Mulla) 1 cannot discover whence these reports 
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arise, and they aie impoitanl only in case tliey be confirmed by 
observed facts 01 symptoms I have cvei considcied that the gieatest 
dangei threatening the Lahore State was its army and I have legarded 
the possession of the expensive piovince of Hu^aia in the light of a 
safet3-vahe foi it. 

Khan-i-Zcman Khan, Cliicf of Gundgaih, came m voluntarily to 
pay his lespecis jestciday I had not sent foi him on my return, know- 
ing how much his first xi'^ii had cost him 1 he whole clan is involved in 
disputes about possessions which seem to defy ad)ustmcnt. Jehandad 
Khan also has voluntccicd anothci visit, and the young son of 
Sooltan Ilose^nc Khan of Moozuficrabad has ai lived to lepresent the 
Beerungulh Estate, as a subject of the Lahore Government. At the 
eainest request of the zuniccndais of Jehandad Khan’s jaghir, I am 
fixing their settlements, a piccaution quite neccssaiy to pi event oppression. 
1 have ordcied in thicc guns of Colonel Nooiooddeen’s battery 
fiom Hussun Ubdal and two companies to be relieved by two of Pertaub 
Singh’s Regimental Kaioo Khowta fhcic aic no symptoms of disaffec- 
tion But the Chiefs have been making up then sevcial parties to await 
the event of the commotions in MooUan After lendcring the service of 
the Chuich I held Kucheiry as usual So many cases have accumulated 
duiing my absence that 1 do not feel justified in indulging in the lest of 
the Sabbath at the expense of the inleicsl of hundreds of the people over 
whom I am placed and who have come from a distance for justice 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

Excepting on the 27th April I have written daily since the outbreak 
in Mooltan 

Received since then — 

The Resident’s note of 23rd April , 

Ditto ditto 26th ditto; 

The Resident’s letter No. 182 of the 31 d May 1848 

J ABBOTT. 

Whilst closing this a letter from Sirdar Jhundur Singh from 
Chyloo Jhungie near Rawul Pindi complaining of the rotten and 
unserviceable condition of the gun hackeries made over by Colonel 
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mvaaloD, and to complain to the Bntish Government I replied that the 
lion saw the lamb trembling in hia presence and made exactly the 
same complaint of him that the chiefs m question had made no 
complaint until armies were actually fitted out against them, 

22 nd July i8jf8 — Held kucherry aa on the previous day Sirdar 
Chuttur Singh finding that I had discovered the presence m hia Durbar 
of a messenger named Gunda Mull from Jumboo, thought it necessary to 
inform me to-day that the man had merely come to see his son and had 
been dismissed that day on his return to Jumboo He is only one 
of many messengers from that Court but generally they are disguised 
and remain only to receive answers There were nothing very 
extraordinary In this Intercourse with a bosom friend, were it not 
solemnly denied bj the Sirdar 


J ABBOTT Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No 74,— Diary of Oaptain James Abbott, Assistant Bed 
dent, on deputation to Huzara for the 23rd and 24th 
July 1848. 

Jidy l8^ — Husara, ShfTwaun. — After divine service held 
kucherry imtil sunset We have no authentic Intelligence to-day from 
any quarter, although there are many reports As one of the latter speaks 
of part if not all the Pukli Brigade awaibng only their p»ay to march 
towards Mooltan I have begged the Nazim not to dlBburselt at present. 

^4^ — ShtrttHsun — After the despatch of official correspondence 
held kneherry until sunset No authentic Intelligence but the old 
report of a design to cHirpow Captain Edwardcs camp on the night of the 
iSth Samni stiU prcvnils and has been actively circulated at Pukli hy 
a messenger purporting to have come from Mooltan The Moozuffur 
abad force speaks of being immediately ordered to Jumboo nhen 
relieved from Cashmere The rains have not set in 

J ABBOTT, Captain 

A<si*/anl Resident 
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No 75 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 25th and 26th 
July 1848. 

25th July 18^8 —Sheiwaun . — After despatch of my official corre- 
spondence held kucherry until sunset Received a letter from Siidar 
Jhundur Singh announcing his maich towards Lahore The Dewan 
Adjoodhia Persaud had previously reported that he had marched to 
Mooltan The rumours referred to in former passages of my Journal 
are increasing in distinctness There is certainly a very general 
impression amongst the Sikh force in Huzara and Qatur that a struggle 
for then old kingdom is at hand. I have however no authentic 
intelligence of facts Sooltan Hoseyne Khan has ceased to supply me 
with news. My own messengers report that the Moozuffuiabad force 
was suddenly ordered to Jumboo and again as suddenly crdeied to stand 
fast A fortnight must, I think, exhibit the real nature of the game 
which the Sikhs are playing. 

26ili July — Shcnvauii . — After the despatch of my official corre- 
spondence I held kucherry until evening On the assurance of several 
of the Mulliks of Huzara I have delivered from then imprisonment 
the four Mulliks of Simulkund who gave themselves up for trial 
They had been nearly a year imprisoned But as they do not prove 
to have been the principals in the Bukha murder and cannot be proved 
to have had any actual share in that cruel business, I have deemed it 
better to pardon freely their past misdemeanours, whilst I retain 
this power, than to leave them as tools of disorder in the hands of the 
Sikhs Their release has given gieat satisfaction to all parlies. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assislajit Resident. 

No 76 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 28th. and 29 th 
July 1848 

sSth July i8^S — S/iei tvaint — After the despatch of m}' official 
con cspondcnce held kucherr}’ until sunset A great effort is in operation 
to persuade the troops in Huzara and Qatur to join the insurrection 
I he mu':! dismal reports are in circulation llic capline of two 
Cm opcan office! s is announced and the zumeendais arc assured that the 
Biiti';h ha\c only cigiit da\slcfi of authority in this country Accounts 
from Pcshawui arc favorable I have noautlicntic news from Crshmerc. 
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2gUi July 184.8 — Shcrwaun — After the despatch of my official 
correspondence held kuchary until sunset Tlie ferment in the Pokll 
Sikh Brigade continnes Although all this ma} aa heretofore end m the 
troops remaining quiet, yet as there is a strong deaue on the part of the 
Sikh army to march to the rescue I trust precautions are not neglected 
to prevent their possible junction 


J ABBOTT, Captain 

Assts/anl Rtsxdent 


No 77 — Diary of Oaptaln Jamea Abbott, Assistant Real 
dent, on deputation to Hazara, for the 29tli and 30th 
July lS4a 

2gih July or j8lh Sawun 1S4S— Slurwaun — \ have previously 
intimated that the 15th S(mun was appointed according to my intdli 
gence for some treacherous exploit at Mooltan So certain do the Sikhs 
feel of its success that they have assumed m Huzara the tone of con 
querors and so far as I can learn are prepared to follow up the blow by 
marching m force either upon Mooltan or Lahore, the latter seems the 
more probable. The regiments that will most probably move from this 
neighbourhood, should the newB be such as they antiapate, are Bhoop 
Singh 5 Boodb Singh s Bhadoor Singh s Pertaub Slngb s, and the four 
guns in Pukll with Syud Mahomed Shah, Noorooddecn s heavy battery 
Sirdar Mhnitab Singh s horse. But unless I mistake all the Bunnoo force 
would Join whether all or any of the Peshawoir force would move seems 
doubtful The Sikh soldiery here expect it, and some of them lately 
demanding of Bhoop Singh to be marched off Instantly were answered 
that they should mo\e so soon as the Peabawur force moved This 
however might be a pul off My intelligence docs not admit of judicial 
proof But it la reported to me that Bhoop Singh has since called the 
disaffected of his r^ment around him and told them that he Is 
now ready to lead them to Mooltan Syud Mahomed Shah is by 

the same authority reported to have assembled his golundaoxe on 

Salurdaj last and to have assured them that on intelligence of 

Modrafs expected victory each man should have a bracelet, and 

that the^ should march at oucc to Mooltam Sirdar Chnttur Singh, 
according to another authority, which has never yet deceived me, 
being appealed to by some zumccndar« whose sugarcane bis horsemen 
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had trampled leplied "You arc the servants of the English If it 
please the seven Gooroos, in eight days I will bicak your necks ” The 
Kardai of Qatur on receiving one of 1113' pui wanas from anolhei party is 
repoitcd by him to havcicphed " VC13 well, to-da3Mt is as the Sahibs 
will, but in eight days we \\ill deprive you of all they have gi anted.” 
If Captain Edwardcs received my warning in good time, I tiust all these 
expectations will be frustrated But accoiding to my best intelligence 
tioops are mai clung from Cashmeic to jumboo, I presume to threaten 
Lahoie oi at least to give confidence to any who may be disposed to 
attack that city A secret coi respondcncc is said to be maintained be- 
tween Sirdai Chuttui Singh, Raja Ah Gohr Khan, Gukha, and Mahaiaja 
Goolab Singh, and Sirdar Chuttui Singh is said to have just received 
from the Ruler of Cabul a negative to his urgent entieaty to aid the 
Sikh cause, which else must come to shame The impiession amongst 
oui well-wishers is general, that any attempt of the Sikhs will be diiccted 
against Lahore, where they arc confident of co-opcration from the 
garrison of the citadel 

A report was implicitly believed a month ago at MoozufTuiabad, but 
seemed to me too impiobable for record, that Mahaiaja Goolab Singh 
had paid up and dismissed thiee battalions, privately instiucting them to 
go and take service at Mooltan This report gained some little strength, 
when the Maharaja's own servants informed me that he had heard some 
of the Jumboo troops had deserted and gone to Mooltan. The pres- 
ent IS a season for the utmost vigilance, and the faintest and most 
improbable reports are often the most true On the ist August it will 
piobably be known here whether the insurrection is to assume an 
immediate head or to be quiet until a fresh opportunity — I shall then 
know how far the chiefs of Huzara have been tampered with My 
impression is that the corruption is extensive and that I shall be in 
a minority 

If the pi ecautions I nave suggested have been taken, any move of 
the nature apprehended may be entirely frustrated How important it is 
to hasten the fall of Mooltan-I think I need scarcely prove Until British 
colors wave above its bastions, the Sikh army will be 1 eady to succour 
It I formerly suggested the supply of a large number of the smallest 
sized mortars as calculated to bring the operations to a close in a few 
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days I do not know whether these form part of the siege train but I 
know of no ordnance that can for the particular exigency supply their 
place. 

^othjuly 18^8 — Sherofaun — I have little to add to the reports of 
j eatcrday which I have inserted reluctaotly at the express command of the 
Resident In insurrections of this nature where it Is the object of the 
Chiefs to gam everything, but to state nothing and especially amongst 
the Sikh naPon the most wily and cautious race on earth, little more than 
reports are ever procurable previous to the general demonstration Bui 
when reports collected by pKirsons who have no intercourse with one 
another at distant quarters agree exactly in their general beanng it 
seems to me insane to neglect them I cannot trust my authority jusl 
no^v to paper with so strong a chance as there appears of the Icttei 
being intercepted I have favorable news from Cabul of the 28th 

J \ BBOTT , Captaiji 

Asstsiant Residtnl 

I write daily to the Resident 

Ko 78.--Diar7 of Captain James Abbott, Aesistant Besi 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 1st August 
184S 

isl August iS^8 — HuMta SlurwaniK — Last night intelligence was 
sent me from Pukll that the Infantry of that force had positively deter 
mined to march for Lahore this morning before daybreak The 
news did not reach me until 9 a h and I Immediately made such 
arrangements as seemed feasible 1 await with some anxiety a conSrma 
tion or denial of these tidings which cannot reach me until evening At 
the some time I received intelligence from Humpoor that the force 
Ibcrc and in Qttur is expecting an immediate march to Lahore end has 
received assurance of support from the Bunnoo force. By the same 
bearer came a report of a fresh victory won by Captain Edwardes 00 
the I5lh If the latter be confirmed it may yet prevent the march of this 
force. Nevertheless precautions arc desirable against the chance of 
their making a dour upon Lahore for it Is said that the whole Sikh 
population n ill join them From Cashmere report speaks of the march of 
five regiments for Juniboo to act I imagine ns an encouragement to tlic 
Slkht, 1 wrote yesterday all the current reports upon this subject 
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Bui ii IS probable Hint the daks vmII be molested if the movement is 
quite dclci mined uiion 

J. ABBOIT, Captain, 
A<s:t'^tanl Resident 

Laboicwill not be <ccuic utiles'^ the citadel is completely incur 
pos'^cs^ion 1 he movement if it be earned out is National. 

No 79— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 2nd August 
1848. 

2iui Au^Ui^t ;S/S — fJitzom, S/ii-}.inu/! — I be news of yesteida^' is 
confirmcJ b^ sevcial mc‘'scngcr‘> lio.n diffcienl poisons I he Pukh 
force prcpailngio march soulhwaid • it isprcpcrally believed to Lahore. 
News from Mill ripoor IS of the ‘'ame coinplcMon It cannot confidently 
be asserted which icgimcnts aic picpanng to move But the belief is 
gcncr.al that all in Ihirara, Qatur, and Bunnoo arc of the number, and 
that all has been arranged b} Sirdar Chullur Singli, who certainly sent 
Gencial Sooltan Mnimood to Ilussun Ubdal on the 2S1I1 ultimo to hold a 
secret confcicncc with Colonel Noorooddeen of the arlillcr}' llicic, and 
allowed Colonel Noorooddeen to quit his post and icmain a day 01 two 
at Huin poor without informing me It is also to be observed, as I liave 
ficqucnll}' before observed, tliat, up to this moment, tlic Sndai lias not 
given me a hint that could lead me to suppose any coips m Huinpoor 
or Qatur to be otherwise than loyal, although it is uttcily impossible 
that he w'ould have been ignorant of pioceedings notorious to the whole 
country If the news we liave icccived of Captain Edvvaides’ third 
victory be confirmed, it may possibly cause some delay Nevertheless, 
I hope no precaution will be neglected, as the troops count upon being 
joined by the wdiole Sikh population, and there must almost certainly be 
treason m the citadel, w'hich will not be secure unless garrisoned by 
British troops In Pukli, the tioops have sold their stoies, broken up 
their bazar, and got ready by my last notice to move at a moment’s 
notice They are probably now in motion It appears that the deten- 
tion of pay, which for some days I deemed expedient, has been made a 
cause of discontent by the conspii ators, and accoidingly when I wrote 
Ihe Sirdar to issue the pay my letter was detained heie by his Vuqueel 
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for 24 hours, and probably would not have been sent for Bcveral days 
had I not discovered the artifice 

J ABBOTT, Captain 
Asstsiow/ R<sidtnt 

All was quiet m Peahawur on the 30th 

PS — Whilst closing this I have heard again twice from Pukll In 
consequence of the unwHlIngneas of the golundaure to join m the 
march, but more perhaps from learning the reception awaiting them, 
the infantry la said to have deferred Its movements for a few days 
This mtelUgence I cannot certainly rely upon, and it will not throw me 
ofi" roy guard 

J ABBOTT 


No 80 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant &esi 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the Srd August 
184a 

$id August 18^ — HiiMra, Sfurwaitn — iDteUlgence from vanous 
quarters confirms the previous infonnation recorded The Gahndia 
(PuUi) Brigade was actually about to march on the morning of the ist 
when the movement was countennanded I imagine in consequence of 
information sent to Colonel Bhoop Singh from the people about me. The 
Colonel sent a Jemadar to me yesterday to ascertain the extent of my 
intelligence. This man confessed to one of my people that the force 
had actually arranged to march on that morning, but said that Colonel 
Bhoop SiDgh had put the ringleaders Into Irons It la beheved that 
they will actually move to-morrow but intelligence la difficult of access 
as the SlLhs have stopped the road Sirdar Chuttur Singh who has 
not to this moment given me a hint of the slate of this brigade, has been 
three days and nights shut up with General Malraood and Colonel 
Rlchpal Singh in closest coDfcrcncc It ia said that he has written 
to Raja Sher Singh to delay do longer in declaring for Moolraj, and that 
the whole Huiara and Qatur forces arc ready for a dour upon Lahore. 
This is what the soldiery themselves say It appears so confirmed by oil 
that 1$ going on around that I cannot leave it unrecorded. The intelli- 
gence reaches me through various channels and agr ees perfectly in all its 
paris I have just heard from Huzara that the decision of the PnUl Brigade 
was made upon the arrival of an emissary from Lahore The troops 
look confidently to being joined by the whole of the Sikh population* I 
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bave written and Will write daily to the Residency Geneial Sooltan 
Maimood, at Huiripooi, has been writing to General Elahi Buksh at 
Peshawur, it is supposed to arrange maltcis Tioops have matched from 
Caslimere in the direction of Bhimbur and not, I believe, to Jumboo 
It IS said that Maliai.aja Goolab Singh is casting a laigc numbei of 
cannon This intelligence comes fiom Cashmere, and may be worth 
further enquiiy I cannot vouch for it. 

J ABBO IT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 


No. 81 — Diary of Captain Janies Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, without date, received 
8th August 1848. 

I WRITE dail}' to the Residencj' All yesterday I was awaiting 
tidings from Pukli But Colonel Bhoop Singh has stopped the load, and 
all I could leain was that the Brigade is still at Gahndia with all the cattle 
collected togethei in the cantonment and everything packed leady for a 
march As I imagine that owing to the cautious system of the Sirdais 
(v'ho dare not themselves appear in the insurrection until at least there 
is certainty of success) the march of the Gahndia Brigade is to be the 
leaven whicn is to raise the whole Sikh aimy, the position of that 
brigade in chancery may for the present disappoint their rising. Ammu- 
nition has been secretly served out to all the tioops in Huzara. Their 
pay IS also said to have been sent them secietly before my order for its 
disbursal arrived, and the Nazim is leported to have sent parties of his 
own soldiers to strengthen the gairisons of Torbaila and Barookote, 
without my permission and indeed contrary to my order. The belief that 
Captain Edwardes was victorious on the 15 th of Sawiin, the day on 
which they had calculated upon his defeat, and that his victory was 
owing to his having ordered Raja Sher Singh’s camp to separate from 
his own previous to the battle has become general, and has foi the 
present abated their boasting Meanwhile no efforts aie neglected by 
Sirdar Chmtur Singh to gam over the people or lather Chiefs of Huzara. 
His agents are going to and fro daily, and as he holds the purse, he 
has a f 01 midable advantage Five guns were fired at Pukli this moining, 
but I have no intelligence since from the cantonment thei e I learn by 
to-day’s dak that the Huzara lettei bag of the 28th had not reached 



«0 


DIARIES OF CAPTAIN J ABBOTT jS^ 


Lahore on the 318L It contained, if I mistake not, an account of the 
present agitation As I have before observed aJthough there was 
undoubtedly an intention on the part of the Huzara and Qalur troops to 
march upon Lahore, it is Impossible to calculate upon Its fulfilment aban 
donment, or deferral because the Sirdars dare not declare themselves even 
to those -who are to be the agents of their enterprize, and the revolution 
must be earned on as the mere effect of mutinous spirit amongst the troops 
At the same time I would humbly submit that precautions are advisable 
to render null a design, which certainly has existence although possibly 
It may not be developed The complete possession by our steamers 
of the stream of the Jelum Is one of the simplest and not least effective 
precautions I have already more than once adverted to it 

All was quiet in Peshawur on the let instant 

J ABBOTT Captaiw, 

Asitsiant Rtstdeni 

The Commandant Syud Mahomed Shah bad had difficulty In 
persuading his Artillerymen to act disloyally He has been taking 
great pains to persuade Colonel Canara that they would carry him by 
force, rtus is the Individual who was made Commandant secretly 
through Rajah Deena Nath 

I sign the Chilauiis daily and seal the collar of the letter hag to 
the bag with my Persian seal 


No 82. — Diary of Captain James Abbott Assistant Beal 
dent, on deputation to Htmara, for the 6th August 
184a 

5ih August jS48—Hutara, Sfunvawu—Tht^ GahndU (PuUI) 
Brigade remains in the same slate of preparedness for Instant march, and 
will move whenever it thinks my vigilance relaxed Two Moosulmans of 
the 8 th Company of Bbadoor Singhs Regiment came to me yesterday 
with an urzee from that officer, declaring how entirely loyal he has been 
ihrougUout and that all the blame of the present state of things rots 
upon Bboop Singh Bhoop Singhs men slate the same of Bliadoor 
Singh, There U little doubt that the two Moosulman companies and the 
artillery, who are Moosulmans, were averse from the move. But it la 
certain that all were ready to start and prevented only by the djsco\-cr7 
that the roads were guarded The Humpoor and Qatur and Bunnoo 
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forces cannot \\ cll move without tins bngadc But the facts arc now 
so widely blow n that I think they will be afiaid to dcfci the iiiaich many 
da} s A mcsscngci fi om Bunnoo states that the i I'^ing ihci c was in conse- 
quence of a Icltci from Siidai Chnttui Singh, .ind that the same hand 
caused the movement in Pukh. Tins man is wholly disconnected wuth 
others fiom whom I have hcaid the same icpoil Indeed excepting 
myself no one in Huraia has cvci doubted thcpai ticijiation of the Siidai 
I long considered it impiobablc News liom Ra]a Slicie Singh’s camp 
describes that Chief as using Ins utmost cfloils to sticngthcn Moohaj 
and to win the people of Mooltan away from u^ I fear fiom Ins 
account that Shcic Singh must ha\c cut ofl Captain Edu.iidcs’ daks. 
By last night's post 1 leal n that anoihci llu/aia post bag is not fortli- 
coming, and from Pcshawui that one of my Icttcis has been wnthhcld 
or intercepted I would earnestly press the impoi lance of aiiangc- 
ments for making the dak independent ol the Duibar and Chiefs of the 
Punjaub, or all intelligence will soon be cut ofl 1 do not know' what foicc 
has come to Ferozepoic in place of that which has dcpaitcd, but 
I trust there cannot be two mihtaiy opinions as to the necessity of a 
strong reserve at that station The Sikh movements arc rapid 
beyond all calculation, and the design of marching upon Lahore 
is certainly not abandoned, although it is at picscnt delayed by circum- 
stances The troops calculate upon being joined by the whole Sikh 
population and of having friends in tlic citadel. 1 trust also that 
disarrangements in the dak are view'cd in their true light The inter- 
ception of a dak bag is stiong pi csumplive evidence of a rising, for 
excepting the Siidars there is no one who has authority for this The 
interception of tw'o successive post bags may be regarded almost as con- 
clusive I know that at present the idea is to isolate the detached 
agencies and forces, as they find their designs discovered and repoi ted 
as soon as made A plot in which 20,000 or more participate is not 
easily concealed when once suspicion of it gets abroad The resolution 
to march upon Lahore was embraced by the Pukh Brigade, according to 
my intelligence, upon the arrival of a messenger from Lahore who was 
sent up from Hurnpoor by Sirdar Chuttur Singh 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 
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No 83 .— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6tli August 
184a 

dlh August j 8 ^ 8 — Hutara, Shtrwaun — I have written to the Resi 
dency every day excepting one, and then I aent a message by Mr 
SliDDcr I have reason to think from Mr Skinner s notes that some 
of my letters have been intercepted this will account for occasional 
repetitions of matter mentioned ander previous dates I have said 
that the PulU Bngade of about 800 bayoncta two troops of horse, four 
field guns, and 30 rumbooras had broken up its bazar sold off its stores 
of gram called In ita cattle, packed much of its baggageaod was actually 
about to march that mommg for Lahore, when it found that I bad 
manned all the roads with the armed peasantry of Huzara, It la still 
In the same state of readiness for an immediate start, and will be joined 
by the Hazara Kho>vta and Qatur forces and in all probability by that 
of Bunnoo Sirdar Cbuttur Singh seems to be the immediate mover of 
the whole He has been in conrespondcoce with Colonel Bhadoor Smgh 
(who waa an attendant of the war punches of the Sikhs and a dDigent 
promoter of them), and to this day be has not given me a hint of the 
state of that force although It baa for the last month or more been 
notorious throughout Hurara. He shuts himself up in his house all day 
on pretence of aickness, whilst his letters and emissanes are being 
dismissed (xir)inall quarters,— to Cabul Peahawur Bunnoo Cashmere 
and throughout Huzars and Qatur Such at least is the information 
brought me by my spies, and it agrees with general rumor and wth ray 
own obstrvatioc At the same time a degree of caution, quite uncom 
mon Is preserved In conaequcncc of two of his sons being in our power 
and to the very lastmomcnt he will preserve the veil I understand hot 
It wants confirmation that he has sent some elephants towards PukJI to 
hdp the guns by the MoozuSurabad or Agrore routes which are iraprac 
tlcable to carriages The force calculates upon bang joined by all the 
discharged soldiery and by the entire Sikh population and expects to 
muster 40 or 50,000 men by the time it reaches Lahore, Upon what 
grounds this expectation i» based can be beat judged at Lahore 1 can 
leam nothing about the probable movements of the Peshawur force 
My Inldligcnce I consider quite authentic, as It Is derived from a large 
number of separate testimonies of persons who have no intercourse with 
one another From the Muhammadan soldiers of the Pukli Bngade, I 
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Icam llmt a man brought two letters without signature fiom MoozulTur- 
abad addressed to the force in Pukli sa3ing, *' Aie 30U Sikhs ? if so, what 
do 30U here wlien jour Gooioo is calling you at Moollan, ” and that a 
man brought a Icllei fioin Mooiraj addiesscd to the same soldieij^ to 
nearlj' the same encct, adding '* I ha\c commenced the fight at youi call 
and you leave me to pci ish unaided.” Fi om two diflcicnt qiiai tcis I hcai 
that the son of Gcncial Soollan Maiinood wiolc his faihci lately sajing, 
“I have prepared all the troops for a slait but inj' guns aicimpnsoncd 
in the fort of Bunnoo Ncvciihclc'^s, I have gamed over some of the 
garrison, and we will muidci FuitcliKlian and set the guns free ” The 
General w’as a protege of Raja Taija Singh, but whcthci from pohej' or 
change of relations the Gcncial abuses the Raja T he soldiers of the 
Pukh force confirm the intelligence clscwhcic icccivcd that they aic in 
expectation of being joined bj' the wdiolcofthc liurara and Qatur forces, 
and by the armj' of Maharaja Goolab Singh If propci piecautions arc 
taken, this movement may save a w'orld of suspense and unceitaintj' It 
will show at once the state of the Sikh aimy and the steps necessary in 
consequence, but 1 am not sure that the force wull vcnluic to move unless 
the Pukh Biigade can make its escape, and fhat it is my study to 
prevent I have not received a word of new's from Lahore foi many 
days, and know not whether my warnings have led to the adoption of 
any precautionary measures. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Asbtsla7i( Resident 

The intelligence elsewhere recorded of the Cabul Ruler’s refusal to 
join Sirdar Chuttur Singh is confirmed by intelligence from Peahawur. 

iq-Q. 84— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, from the 6th to the 
13tb August 1848, 

6ih August i8/f.8 — Huzai a, Slici waun — Last evening Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh sent me a confidential Vuqueel to endeavour to lull my doubts 
of Ills most extraordinary conduct and at the same time to ascertain 
how much 1 knew of his guilt His letter merely exprest the impossi- 
bility of a person so favoied as he had been turning traitor I replied 
to his Vuqueel that I hoped he was as true as he wished me to 
believe, but that it was most difficult for me to comprehend how a 
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mutiny of his forces could be earned on for two months and the 
Gahndia Bngade be actually prepared for a march to Lahore without 
his cognizance, when It had long been notonoua to the whole country 
that the measures I had been obliged to take to coerce his soldiery 
were exactly such afl I would have taken had his conduct been alto- 
gether free from suspicion, and that therefore if aa he said he had 
no faith In the Sikh troops it was the more necessary that I should not 
rely upon his power to order their movements it was strange 
that whilst expreasmg this want of faith he should take upon himself 
contrary to my orders to order up three companies from Hussun Ubdal 
the consequences of this step might be most senous and I would 
not answer for them that it would soon become evident who 
were innocent and who guilty and that I suspended judgment until full 
evidence should be afforded me that he must march back the companies 
aforesaid and order all troops to keep their cantonments, otherwise 
I should consider any movement of troops as a algnal of rebcHion that 
as to bis wish to send me bis son as a proof of bis sincenty I could not 
place that son under restraint and hia being near me were no security , 
In fact the presence of hb son with a large retinue and a purse 
heavier than my own would be most erabarrasang at the present 
moment as nothing could be done without his cognizance, whilst at 
the same moment he would not be responsible for the movement 
of the army and any measure of mine to arrest the march of roulinecrB 
would be frustrated by his previous knowledge of my movements, 
whilst his intrigues with the army would appear Incredible because 
his son was In ray power 

This morning on my return from my walk I received a note from 
Colonel Canara saving that the Sirdar had ordered the troops and bis 
guns to encamp outside the city that he had remonstrated saying that 
such a move at such a moment would subject them to the charge 
of rebellion It being without my sanction; that the Sirdir bad sent his 
conBdcnUal sc^^ant3 to wm him over but m vam thatihe thought there 
would be Q struggle for the gtina that night and that he begged my 
Instructions bow to net. If he was to resist he begged support I bad 
hardly read his note before his murder was reported to me. The 
Sirdar It seems sent two companies to seize the guns bj force Colonel 
Canara loaded them with grape and ordered his golundaozc to fire 
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They shiank fi5m him, saying they were the Sirdar’s servants His 
Havildai still refusing to apply the match, Canara cut him down 
and applied it with his own hand It burnt priming and he was 
immediately shot by two sipahis ; it is said that he rose to cut down 
another assailant when his own neck was severed Thus died a 
man who, whatever the defects of education and infirmities of nature, 
closed his careei with an act of gallantly and loyalty unsurpassed by 
anything I can remembei in history I most earnestly trust that 
the family of this brave and faithful officer may be suitably provided 
for , they live in Lahore. And I as earnestly trust that measures 
of retribution upon the brutal and wanton muiderer will be speedily 
adopted 

What his present design is can only be conjectured I believe 
that he thinks bis deep and treacherous conduct is laid bare and 
that his only hope is to collect a foice around him and trust to support 
from Jumboo and union with Moolraj I am confirmed in this opinion 
by the arrival of a messenger from Major Lawrence, who states 
that he met two emissaries from Sirdar Chuttur Singh, who said they 
had been sent by him to excite a mutiny m Peshawui They were 
Sikh soldiers He has written also to levy large bodies of irregular 
troops, unless my information deceive me The Pukli force is still in 
durance, but he is making extraordinaiy efforts to set it free and 
has gained over many of the chiefs and Mulliks It is said that the 
cause of this rise in Pukh and Huzara was the feai that Sirdar Jhundur 
Singh, who has the credit of having been a great intriguer, had been 
ordered to Lahore for imprisonment and trial I am aware that 
this idea was for a time prevalent and caused Siidar Chuttur Singh 
some dismay 

8(h August 18/J.8 — I waited until evening for some explanation from 
Siidar Chuttur Singh, but as none arrived, I collected the chiefs of Huzara 
and ordered them to take measures for preventing the maich of troops 
to Hurripoor Unfortunately the valley is too open foi the contest of 
zumeendais with regular troops I also resolved upon changing my 
position from Sheiwauu to Gundgurh, thelattei being nearei to Hum- 
poor and affording greater means of offensive opciations According!}'' 
on the night of the 7th we left Sherwaun and reached Nara at the foot 
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of the Gundgurh raountaia the eveniDg following oar baggage baa not 
arrived On the road Jehandad Kban put into my hand a letter 
juflt received from Sirdar Chuttur Singh reminding him of a con 
vcraalion with the Chiefs Vuzeeria which he the Sirdar, had promised 
him extension of jaghir upon condition of certain services that be 
now called upon him to fulfil hia part of the covenant and assured him 
that the fulfilment should be mutual I hope this Chief may be 
in earnest m his present profession of loyalty and that the night visit to 
the Sirdar formerly noted may not have been made by himself bat 
by the Vuzecr, a man of the most profligate character This if a 
taagible proof that Sirdar Chuttur Singh has been tampering with 
the Huxara chiefs for several months past, promising them extension of 
jaghlr upon condition of their aiding him in some meditated enter 
prize The miataie under which so many people fell (according to 
this supposition), eta , of supposing that because the Vuzeer was of the 
party, Jehandad Khan was also there was easily made by night 

p//i Augusl i8^8^Narty — The Sirdar continues to summon troops to 
his assistance, although I have assured him that upon sending me the 
murderers and ordering back the troops I will settle the whole country 
by means of a couple of chuprassies Strange reports have been abroad 
but today we were favored with a dak which had escaped the hands 
of the Sirdar and learn with infinite relief that the Peshawur Agency 
continues peaceful The dak contomed no news from Lahore. Indeed 
it Is very long since I have had any iotelbgcnce of what is passing 
in that quarter or at Mooltan and am wholly ignorant whether the 
many intimations I have given of secret procecdingfs here have led 
to precautions 

loth August — Nara — To-day a note from Attock informed mC 
of Captain Nicholson s arrival there. He had turned out the SiLh com 
pany with some difficulty and was In possession of that important fort 
and passage. This is an able and well timed move , for bis presence 
In Polowar Is greatly needed. My chief deficiency here is in funds 
for the supply of which I trust arrangements win be made at 
Lahore. A report has just reached roe from a good source that the Sikhs 
are tliinkiDg only bow they may disengage the Pukll Bngadc in order 
to march upon Lahore. They confidently expect to be Joined by the 
Peshawur force and a messenger from Peshawur met two of the Sirdar s 
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emissaries sent, as they assured him, to raise a mutiny there They 
also sa3% and I beg to lecommend the subject for investigation, 
that a poition of our Native troops are in treaty to pla}' the tiaitor 
at Lahore. It has been a mistake fiom the first to regard this 
insurrection as an isolated instead of as a national movement, in so fai , at 
least, as the sect of Sikhs can be consideied a Nation The Hiissun 
Ubdal force maiched up toward Hurnpoor by order of Siidar Chuttur 
Singh, and in spite of the lemonstiances of the Commanding Officeis 
Colonel Boodh Singh, Maun, finding himself set at naught, left the corps 
and returned to his home Unfortunately the intermediate space is too 
open for such a force to be coped with by peasantry They will reach 
Hurnpoor to-morrow 

Jith August iS^8 — Nara — The Hussun Ubdal force reached 
Hurnpoor to-day and there is aieport that the cavalry of Mhaitah.Singh, 
Majitea, is in full march to join it, although that biidai has expiest his 
determination not to move without my orders A report has ariived to-day 
stating that Raja Sher Singh has actually joined Moolraj But weeks 
may elapse ere we know whether or not it has foundation A letter fi om 
the Sirdar Chuttur Singh to Jehandad Khan came by chance into my 
hand He calls upon him to remember the past and that he had 
depended upon the chief to aid him in emergency and enquires why 
his letters are unanswered He concludes by saying, “You must bung 
the Sahib with you to Hurnpoor,’’ meaning of course that he is to 
seize me 

I2lh August — Nat a — This day I intercepted a bag of letteis from 
Siidar Chuttur Singh to Maharaja Goolab Singh, Meean Runbeer Singh 
and Raja Jowahir Singh, iraploi mg them instantly to send him four 
regiments from Moozuffuiabad and all the Meerpoor force and to write to 
the Peshawui troops to join him I despatched tins evening, at his own 
particular request, Lieutenant Robinson of Engineeis to Mahugul, the pass 
leading from Pukli, to encourage the peasantry to cut off the retreat of 
the Sikhs, my departure from Tunnole having led to much defection. 

ijth August — To-day the report from Lahore states that the 
Gahndia force is actually free of its limbo and arrived at Nowa Shihr 
I trust this IS unfounded and from the statements of subsequent emis- 
saries am inclined to doubt it The talk of the Sikh soldiery at 
Hurnpoor is the old story of a march upon Lahore the instant the 
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Pukll Bngade is djsengnged Captain Nicholson's possession of the fort 
of Attock will, I trustj disconcert such an intention It is observable 
that the Sirdar whilst charging upon me all the onus of the present 
state of the army and country does not seem lo have resorted to the 
obvious remedy , vtt *n appeal lo the Resident, but launches at once into 
open rebellion inciting the army to mutiny and inviting foreign invasion 
How flimsy an excuse la bis may be argued from this circumstance 
In fact the present state of things is what has long been contemplated 
by the insurgents excepting only the necessity of the chief movers 
appearing m person occasioned by the arrest of the Pukli Bngade 
and the brutal murder of Colonel Canare For the last two months 
my intelligence has pointed to this result but that excessive caution 
which charactenzea Sikh policy has from lime to time deferred the 
event as other results have disappointed expectation 

J ABBOTT Captain 
Asuiiont ResuienJ 

iVooN —Sirdar Chuttur Singh m his insulting letter to me of 
yesterday acknowledges having paid the murderers of Colonel Canarn 
one thousand rupees 

J ABBOTT 


No 85 —Diary of Oaptain James AbBott, Assistant Besl 
dent on deputation to Hurara, from tbe 13th to the 
15th August 1848. 

ijth August 1848— Nara Hutara — The last letter of Sirdar 
Chuttur Singh is coached in terms admitting of no further Intercourse 
of a friendly character Nevertheless previous to commenang a war of 
extermination with the mutinous troops whom he has called about 
him a war inflicting upon the moocent people of the country wide and 
mournful ravage, I have allowed his Vuqueel to aepart with a schedule of 
terms upon which I will place the country in Its former state of quie- 
tude and With a rcfutnlion of the charges he prefers against me The 
terms are those dictated from the first, the surrender for judgment of 
the murderers of Colonel Canara and the dlspnssal to their cantonments 
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of the sfeveral corps 1 have limited him until eaiTy to-morrow morning 
for an answer Meanwhile as Captain Nicholson writes me that he pui- 
poses taking post in Margulla Pass to anest the march of Peitaub Singh’s 
Regiment from Kurrore 1 have sent him all my musteied troops now 
available, consisting of 220 Foot and 60 Horse, depending myself upon 
the Mushwani Levy of peasants, who have ai rived to the number of 
about 300, but who object to employment away fiom their own moun- 
tain. I was most anxious to start myself for that pass, but all my 
people assuie me that it would be mistaken foi flight and that the next 
day 1 should be without a follower I fancy I might persuade the coips 
to return to its duty could I be peisonally present I have desired Captain 
Nicholson not to attempt opposition unless pretty certain of success, as 
the stake IS veiy gieat Indeed I legiet that he did not lemain just 
now at Attock, the pieservation of which is of the utmost consequence 

In Hurnpoor there appears to be a division of feeling The 
artilleiy generally are aveise from the mutiny Colonel Nooiooddeen 
writes that he resisted the maich as long as he could, but that he received 
no answer to his many urzees I received from him only one and 
wrote in reply immediately A force is to be sent up immediately to 
open the Mabugul Pass for the escape of the Pukh Biigade But their 
intentions on the lescue of this Bngade aie variously reported The 
Brigade, it is said, struck camp a day 01 two ago and was about to march y 
when deteiiedby the Nagarees beating to arms in the mountains and the 
consequent assurance that the passes were still guarded I have written 
Colonel Bhoop Singh that if he will give me any satisfactory assurance 
that his force will stand fast in cantonments, I will reopen the passes 
and send them up their pay I have diiected him to communicate with 
Lieutenant Robinson at Mabugul I have also issued Ishtahar namahs 
assuring those of the troops returning to their duty of forgiveness 

I4.th August 184.8— Nm a — I spent a most anxious night, not being 
assured of the sufficiency of CaptainJSicholson’s levy. I find, however, 
that the Sikh Regiment halted at Jam ke Sungh with purpose to threaten 
the pass to-moirow, and I hear thatCaptqin Nicholson’s levy is swelled to 
a considerable body Lieutenant Robinson writes me that be lias already 
about 800 men and expects soon The Sirdar has sent no answer 

to the terms I have insisted upon This leaves no doubt that he has taken 
his part finally as a rebel and lelieves me of some anxiety lest his present 
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lawless conduct should have resulted from mere alarm, In which case I 
should have regretted the promptitude with which I had made my arrange- 
ments for coercion As the Sirdar has command of an array of some 4,000 
Regular troops with guns and cavalry movable at an hour s notice and 
with a rapidity seldom equalled and as my levies require days and even 
wec^ to collect, It la absolutely necessary to lose no time In my arrange 
ments for acting with peasantry against regular troops Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh has written it Is said, to Colonel Boodh Singh Maun saying, “I 
raised this mutiny for the family of Maun and you, one of its representa 
tives are false to your own cause and to mine,' It will be remembered 
that two strong eSorts were made to shahc the loyalty of this fine oflScer 
first by a false report of the resumption of his Jaghir and secondly by 
sending a Moonahee to demand 600 rupees said to have been illegally 
disbarred by him to his troops beyond the Sutlej Toward evening the 
post of the nth came to hand, and I find with ranch relief that a Com- 
raissioner has been appointed to examine and report upon matters m 
Huzara- This relieves me henceforth of a responsibihty most painful In 
obedience to the Resident's instructions I have wntten desiring Captain 
Nicholson to avoid, If consistent with honor, all collision with the Sikb 
Regiment, and have ordered Lieutenant Robmsoo to confine his opera 
tions to the destrucdon of the Gahndla force should it attempt to march. 

J ABBOTr Captain 
Asstslanl Resident 

l^lh August — I have reason to hope that Pertaub Singh's 

Regiment will return to its cantonments if not in all probability it 
Will be destroyed. I have just taken the evidence of a SiLh soldier who 
says that Sirdar Chuttur Singh has written Goolab Singh that If he be his 
son he must carry away Maharaja Dhulecp Singh, that he had given 
each soldier one rupee as a present and had settled with them to march 
upon Lahore so soon as the GahndJa (Putli) Brigade should be free I 
have already informed you that he has applied to Juraboo for troops 
and for a letter to stir up the Peshawur force to mutiny and for another 
to the Cabul Ruler This is pretty good proof that he has himself 
attempted unsuccessfully to create mutiny in Peshawur 


J ABBOTT 
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N o 86 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 16th August 1848. 

i6th August j 8 /f 8 — Nara, Huzara — I despatched my diary by yes- 
terday’s post, but the fate of the letter bags is very uncertain, as the instant 
after the murder of Colonel Canara Sirdar Chuttur bingh seized all the 
post bags and ordered up the troops, his conscience assuring him that his 
guilt was now manifest. Captain Nicholson rode, I have said, to the 
Margulla Pass to superintend operations for arresting Pertaub Singh's 
Corps and guns Finding his levy strong he did not wait for the mutineers, 
but marched to their camp at Jam ke Sungh and having hemmed them in 
allowed them half an hour to decide whether to obey the order of return 
or to stand his attack After a very stormy debate discretion prevailed over 
valor and they returned The affair was managed with Captain 
Nicholson’s usual skill and decision, and its results promise to be most 
important The stake was great, for it was uncertain how soon his levies 
could be raised, and many of them were not famous for valor. But his 
own intrepidity seems to have inspired them all and bloodshed has been 
saved by it, which might have proved the hydra seed of further mis- 

chief Whatever may be the opinion of Government as to my policy, I 
humbly opine there can be no question that the Government has received 
in this affair the most important service from Captain Nicholson 

I have as yet no account of Mr Cock’s approach Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh IS so far plunged m rebellion that it might not be prudent to 
place in his way a hostage for his son at Lahore Last night Colonel 
Noorooddeen attempted to execute my orders by marching back three 
of his guns to their cantonment, but five companies of Boodh Singh’s 
corps seized and detained them The Sirdar writes politely to me to-day, 
but avoids answering my two demands, — the surrender of the mur- 
derers and the return of the troops mutinously summoned to their 
cantonments In Pukli the brigade is m despair The passes are well 
guarded under Lieutenant Robinson’s supervision All was quiet in 
Peshawur by the last account. Captain Nicholson’s masterly capture of 
Attock seems to have damped the zeal of the disaffected But my news 
IS not very lecent The Resident’s orders prevent active operations, 
otherwise this were the time to destioy the whole of this gang of 
mutineei s, with then murderous leader 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 
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No 87 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Aaslatant Reel 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 29th August 
184a 

2gih Aug\t$t 1848 — Huiara — ^As Sirdar Cbuttur Singhs force 
hii3 been close to Margulla and my last posts may have been inter 
cepted I will endeavor to record from memory the transactions of 
the last four days 

When Sirdar Jhundur Singh amvcd on deputation from Lahore 
the case of Sirdar Chuttur Siogh was almost hopeless His hngade in 
Putli and wing at Nowa Shihr were completely cut off from relief Attock 
was in our possession the Margnlla Pass was closed Pertanb Singh s 
corps had been tnmed back by Captain Nicholson and I was about to 
commence ihemve tmeatofHumpoor All his application* for foreign 
aid had been negatived and he was thinking only how he should leave 
his army and escape with his son over the mountains but the amvaJ of 
Jhundur Singh one of the most wily of lotnguers and the best captain 
m the Sikh service inspired fresh conGdcoce Living m the British camp 
and believed by CapUia Nicholson to be sincere he was master of oot 
weakness ofouropinionsandof ourviews I indeed gave him his dismissal 
to Lahore the second day of his amvaJ at my camp on bis distinctly refus- 
ing to attempt the task to which he bad pledged himself with tlie Resident, 
vft to bnng back the troops to their allegiance> This task was then 
apparently easy from thcdivldedstateoftbcir feeling and their despair of 
being joined by the Peshawur Bngades and 1 was quite satisfied by 
Sirdar Jhundur Singhs obstinate refusal to make the attempt to recover 
their allegiance that he had no wish to ace this rebellion put down Bat 
on his reaching Captain Nicholson s Cmip, he put in play all his citraor 
dlnary address and frankness of manner and opened to tliat officer new 
hopes of settling by negotiation this unhappy affair The delay alone 
attending his mission was e circumstance most favorable to Sirdar 
Cbuttur Singhs cause I could not cut off the supplies and water of 
the Humpoor force so long as negotiations were pending In the 
midst of these negotiations and whilst Jhundur Singh was flattenng 
Captain Nicholson with hopes that the Sirdar would submit to the terms 
offered him the Sikh force at Hurripoor made a feint to relieve tlie 
Pukli Brigade, and I started across the mountains to gain the Sulbud 
and Dumtour passes before them Tlicrc the next day a v crbal message 
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from Captain Nicholson leached me to effect that Chuttur Singh 

with the whole Huriipoor force had made a dash upon Hussun 

Ubdal ; but had been met and stopt by his own levies on the 

northern side of the Moti lavine. In an houi my little force was 

in motion to join Captain Nicholson, and, aftei a maich of 40 miles 
under a burning sun, came up with the real of the Sikh camp, which 
next morning I passed, being pi evented molesting them by Captain 
Nicholson’s promise to that effect as negotiations were still pending, 
Sirdai Chuttur Singh having piomised to send his son Siidai Aotai 
Singh to Captain Nicholson Siidai Chuttui Singh liaving failed in this 
his promise, I had on 24th instant Captain Nicholson’s consent to advance 
to the Moti ravine and to cut off the supplies of the Huzaia Brigade I 
then took an accurate survey of the lavine, which is about 30 feet deep, 
With many lamifications and considerable shelter for shai pshooteis, and 
my impression was that I could either check the Sikh foice there, or 
inflict upon them at least very serious damage This I piomised Captain 
Nicholson to attempt, but dissuaded him taking pait in the affair as it 
seemed expedient that he should at present preserve his post to check, 
the approach of Pertaub Singh’s Regiment from P.awul Pindi On 
advancing to the Moti ravine and choosing a position foi my camp in 
the midst of it, I received a note from Captain Nicholson, mentioning 
that Siidai Aotar Singh had that morning waited upon him , that 
Sirdai Chuttur Singh complained of my having advanced after the 
departure of his son (whereas it was the sight of my force within a 
mile of his camp which caused the young Sirdar’s departure) and of 
my having interrupted his supplies It concluded by saying that he 
had promised my foice should immediately retire and that the supplies 
should be allowed to reach his camp I was greatly disheartened by this 
arrangement, which, had it not been agreed to previously, I would never 
have consented to But I withdrew my force according to compact, 
amid the remonstrance and suipnse of all my people, who I perceived 
lost their confidence in me by this appearance of vacillation I pitched 
my tent upon a height in sight of the Sikh camp, and as Captain Nicholson 
had limited negotiations to the close of that day (the 26th) I observed 
from time to time with some anxiety the Sikh camp, being assured 
that treachery was meditated. Accordingly close upon sunset I per- 
ceived Sirdar Jhundui Singh returning from a mission to -the Sikh 
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camp and the Sikh camp busied 10 preparations for a march I col 
lected with all possible speed my raw levies scattered over the neighbour- 
ing villages and gardens (as having no tents) and marched to meet 
the Sikhs hoping to be able to throw myself Into the Moti ravine ere 
thor heavy guns should have passed it. The Sikhs however, were quite 
ready to march when first i observed them, and had not above one 
fourth of the distance which I must traverse to the ravine. My people 
were fainting with thirst as they religiously observe this Fast Many 
were prepanng their food, and it was some time before I could get In 
motion any considerable pordon of the 3,000 matchlocks under my com 
mand These I encouraged a« they advanced by showing them bow 
ineffective la the fire of artillery m the dark, and never did men march to 
action in higher spirits or with greater apparent assurance of victory 
The possibility of defending the passage of the Moti ravine Is 
dependent upon previous occupatioo If an enemy has tune to pass 
over his advauced guards and get poasesslon of the further bank and 
there establish his battenes the defence by daylight is hopeless, and 
even now by night I could hope for bttle more than to inflict upon 
the columns such punishment as would be benefiaal to our cause here- 
after Twilight was far advanced as I approached the ravine at the head 
of 100 Horse the Foot straggling behind in spite of every effort to 
consolidate them Observing two dark masses which appeared to be 
elephants and hoping to surpnsc the gun» upon their backs I galloped 
toward them instead of lodging my Horse under the shelter of a village 
as at first intesided, pending the ainvat of the Foot, I soon found how 
ever, that the two howitiers were m position, their fire raking the 
whole line of our approach I therefore drew up the Horse under the 
shelter first designed for them and relumed to collect the Foot which 
had disappeared in a small ravine as the howitzers opened. This was 
Q work of time. I threw them Into the ravine and then following 
took the lead purposing to return when they were well advanced, to 
take command of the Horses I do not think however that of all the 3,i00 
matchlocks recel\ing pay or food, above 800 could ever have entered 
the ravine Of these not abo\c 20 or 30 could by any means be recov- 
ered from their first panic or persuaded to follow me in my repeated 
aticmpls to bnng them hand to hand with the enemy Before wc could 
fight our way up to the gun road, the whole of the biUi force had passed 
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over and was drawn up m an open plain, the intense daikness 
rendering it impossible to make out their position. Much ammunition, 
which I could little spare, was idly expended, and finding there was 
no vhope of bringing the levies hand to hand with the Sikh piquets, I 
towards morning witlidiew the whole force and marched to Captain 
Nicholson’s camp Here we decided that his position was no longer 
tenable, Pertaub Singh’s Regiment with two guns and 400 levies having 
made its way through a pass little known. We resolved theiefore 
to march to Hussun Ubdal, examine the giound there, and, if we 
found its strength sufficient, to make a stand together, and if not, that 
each should do the best he could in his own region — I to preserve 
my footing in Huzara and he to preserve Attock. The survey of 
the Hussun Ubdal rocks gave us no confidence in being able to hold 
that place above one day against 4 Sikh regiments, 400 inegulars 
and 8 guns, and it seemed far better that both our forces should 
retire from it with unsullied arms than risk the probable chance of a 
defeat upon ground where our levies could not fight to the greatest 
advantage and where our cavalry could not act. 

In pursuance of this resolution, I marched on the morning of 28lh 
for Kote Nujjeeboolla, not howevei before Captain Nicholson and my- 
self had once agieed to dismiss Sirdar Jhundur Singh, the author of all 
our present difficulties, I having signed and sealed his letter of dismissal 
and Captain Nicholson having relented and, to my exceeding sorrow, 
suffered him to linger in his camp, a circumstance from which I 
augur the worst results to our cause 

Sirdar Jhundur Singh having produced a letter purporting to be from 
Sirdar Goolab Singh urging that Sirdar Aotar Singh should be sent to 
Lahore, both Captain Nicholson and myself thought the motion advisable 
and, with full consent of the young Sirdar, sent him on his way He, 
however, either voluntarily joined his father or was waylaid by him on 
the road In either case there can be little doubt that Jhundur Singh 
either devised or conducted this fresh act of treachery I am encamped 
near the Fort of Hurkishengurh, which will be invested to-morrow 

I need not, I think, advert to the opinion I expressed on first leain- 
ing that Sirdar Jhundm Smgh had been sent to settle the Sikh army 
in Hqzara Either I am gifted with prophecy or my estimate of Sikh 
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chaTBCter and Intngue )s correct Id the latter case I earnestly beg the 
consideration of Government to the state of our affairs brought about by 
the mission of Sirdar Jhundur Singb and the urgent neces sity of measnrefl 
which previous to his arrival I hoped would not be required 

J ABBOTT, Captain 

Assistant Resident 


No 88 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Real 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 4tli September 
1848 

^th Sefiteinber 18^8 — Camp Nora, Hu'-ara — The active duties m 
which I have been engaged have inevitably led to iiregulanty in my 
Journal But only one day has passed Without a note from my pen 
addrest to the Residency at Lahore No post has been received from 
Lahore during the last three days Chutlur Singh having contrived to cut 
off the daks. When Captain Nicholson and myself had determined 
not to make a stand at Hussun Ubdal, I retired to Huzara, and on the 
march of the Sikh force for Hussun Ubdal Captain Nicholson moved 
upon Attock, the Sikh array following But on the 2nd Cbuttnr 
Singh, finding perhaps no hope of support from Pesbawur turned back 
and re-occupied Hussun Ubdal and yesterday retired about four miles 
toward Margulla Pass Captain Nicholsons army followed and took 
post at Sooltanpoor about eight miles distant, a station on the flank of 
any advance of the Sikh force towards Huxara Such was the posture 
of affairs last night The PuklJ Brigade was still at Manscra, afraid to 
advance the passes being closely watched under the supervision of 
Lieutenant Robinson Still, were the people of Huzara wholly devoted 
to a work which is far more for their benefit than for that of any third 
party the Pukli force must long since have surrendered or attempted 
to force the passes Begirt as they are with armed levies, not an ounce 
of food should find Its way to their camp The report In the Sikh camp 
states that the Sirdar wants only the junctloQ of the Pukli Brigade to 
march upon Lahore. I have frequently expreat my opinion that since 
the unfortunate result of Jhundur Singb‘s treachery, matters cannot be 
settled in this region without aid of a Bntish force and that not a regi 
mcot should be withdrawn from Laliore for this purpose, 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Asstslnnt ResidtnU 
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No 89 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6th September 
1848. 

6ih Scf)lc)nbei iS^S — Cam/) iVa) a, Huzai a. — I despatched my Journal 
of yesterday by a bypath to the Post Office at Rawul Pmdi, but to- 
day I hear that Chuttui Singh arrests the post bag at Bukralla, and for 
four days no letter has reached me from Lahore It is therefore 
necessary to find some other line of dak Sirdar Chultui Singh having 
marched as far as ihi7ioo, apparent^' to besiege Attock, tuined back 
suddenly from thence and rcoccupicd Hussun Ubdal, which he again 
quitted as Captain Nicholson’s foice ariivcd m tlic neiglibourhood 
Chultur Singh took post at Banbera, five miles eastward of Hussun Ubdal, 
and sent Aotai Singh (his son) with 600 foot, some guns and hoise to 
force Maigulla Pass, which seems to have been accomplished with little 
opposition Aotai Singh went on to Rawul Pindi, wheie the bulk of 
Sirdar Goolab Singh Poovindia’s hoise have, I imagine, joined him 
His detachment returned to Banbeia, and Chultur Singh having lodged 
his heavy baggage at Kala ke Seraie appaiently meditates a retuin to 
Huzara to free his detachments fiom the passes He has, howevei, I 
hear made a march onward to Kala ke Seraie to-day Captain Nicholson, 
whose vigilance is incessant, tuined his flank by a night march to 
Koorum m the Khaunpooi mountains, which has probably led to this 
advance of Chuttur Singh’s force. It seems impossible that he should 
leave the Pukli Brigade in limbo Lieutenant Robinson continues to 
guard the upper passes, and I am endeavouiing to raise levies to act 
with either I supposed it quite ceitain that Chuttur Singh would be 
employed for some time before Attock, and ad opus Robinsoni totum 
exercitum misi I have several times expressed an opinion that since 
the tieachery of Sirdar Jhundur Singh a British force will be necessary 
to quell this rebellion and that not a 1 egiment should be drawn foi the 
purpose from Lahore 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 

No. 90 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6th September 
1848. 

6tli September i8/f.8 — Naia^ Huzai a — Yesterday Captain Nicholson 
attacked the bastion which guards the Margulla Pass with his usual 



•3S 


diaries Of CARTAIN J ABBOJl iSfS 


gillanlry He waa, however, unprovided with scaling ladders and guns, 
and, Sirdar Chuttur Singh bnnging up his whole force to the rescue 
retired with the loss of about sue men killed and several wounded The 
attempt was bold but too hazardous Were the Sikh force withdrawn 
the bastion might be forced without nauch difficulty But men defended 
by walla do not lose heart whilst aid Is within sight. Captain Nicholson 
was wounded slightly with a alone Colonel Boodh Singh was more 
severely injured by a similar missile Captam Nicholson continues at 
Koorura m the Khaunpoor mountains and Chuttur Singhs force is at 
Kala Seraie, The attack has had the happy effect of diverting the Sikhs 
from their purpose of auccounng the Gahndfa (Pukli) Brigade which 
remains at Mansera It is difficult to make out the views of Chuttur Singh 
some say he wshes to march to Baug Bootur but it Is more probable that 
he will attempt to raise force enough to make hia way to Lahore or to 
Mooltan Our daks have been intercepted the last week it is said at 
Bukralt, and we are endeavounng to establish a dak vtd Pind Dadun 
Khan I long ago noticed the importance of having the daks independ 
ent flofaras possible, of Native supervlson and pointed out the impor- 
tance of estabhshing an agency in GoojraL Had the Potowar and 
Goojrat agencies been m operation this rebelbon had either never 
broken out or had been put down In a few days 1 should argue from 
the movements of the rebel force that Jhundur Singh s Influence is still 
felt and that he is not far off but I have no tidings of his movements, I 
trust the families of the rebels ba\e been arrested and that the so often 
urged precaution of mastering the river Jclum has not been neglected 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assisitutt RtszJeni 

I beg to recommend with alt deference that no troops be with 
drawn from J^ore for the force here requisite 

— ijlh StpUmber — This was accidentally left at Nara when 
I proceeded to Dumiour, no arrangement having then been made for our 
daks 


No 91 -Iliary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Befli 
dent, on deputation to Hussara, for the 7th September 
184a 

7 /A Somber j8^S-~Nara, Hnzaia —Our daks have been completely 
cut off for man} liayt i therefore am obliged to tr> the route by Find 
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Dadun Khan. 1 hear that Clnutin Singh, ha\ing Innnl the lower al 
Maiguha and placed ail his Inggngc wiih one icginicnt in the Kala 
Seraie, has ni.aiched to*d.a}t in lhi‘> diicclion wilh Ihc bulk of his biigadc 
lightly equipped, in ordci lo open the pa*^scs lo the Pukh Bitgade. I 
.am making ihc best airangemenls m m3* power to meet this mo\emcnl. 
Il would give m3 pailu.m^ great confidence lo hcai that a Biilish foice 
had marched towaid llurarn; for n seem‘d no longei an easy mallei to 
cope with Ihc forces collcricd togclhci without *^uch assistance. TitC 
people of Pukh and Dumtoui have been bought o\ci to Sikh inleiests, 
and with adi\idcd people and wiihoiU aid of guns it is hard lo encounter 
regular tioops in the plain 1 ha\c v ith my aimed pensanti3^ aiicsled 
for fix c weeks the maich of a biigadc of icgiilai tioops musleiingSoo 
ba3oncls, 200 ca\ah3, \ gune .md 20 /umboorahs, and this in spite of 
low funds and insupciablc difficult3 in obtaining aniiminition. This 
lespitc must I humblN opine ha\c afioidcd leisure lo the Government 
to mcfl the armed iiruption with a suiialilc force and with piompliiudc, 
and 1 tiusl that it is owing solel3 to the aiicsi of our daks that 1 am not 
adxiscd of the maich of succour Ihc forts of roibaila, Bnrookolc and 
Gha?! of Man, Chujjia and Khaunpooi haxc suncndcicd to me after 
short sieges others arc invested It is not my wish to dislui b the gain- 
sons of an3' but commanding posts, piovidcd they piofcss loyalty, but the 
possession of the plain by a Sikh arni3' with guns icndcis the possession 
of certain forts by my gairisons essentially ncccssaiy to securit3 The 
Fort of Syudpoor belonging lo Chutlui Singh was besieged and 1 educed 
W’lthoul m3' knowledge. It is just as well that the mistake was made 

J ABBO IT, Captain, 

Assisfa/il Rcsidcui 


No. 92 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, from the 7th to the 
13th September 1848. 

yth September 18^8 — Na/a, — Chuttur Singh having de- 

posited his baggage and heavy guns in Kala Seiaie, and taking with him 
four regiments, six guns, some horse, say 600, and a consideiable body of 
Sebundies, marched from the Seraie m a single march of about 25 miles 
to Hurripoor I heard of his intention to march, but not until he was 
actually on his way. I made preparations to dispute the passage of the 
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MoH ravine, although the Ughlneas of his present equipment rendered 
It a very hazardous experiment but before my levies were collected we 
saw the head of lus column several miles on the hither side. 

Sf/i SrpUniUr i8^ — Nara — Captain Nicholson on learning the 
march of Chuttur Singh started In pursuit and passed him during the 
night, by a most extraordinary march of some 35 miles, and I shall 
march instantly up to the Sulhud Pass, as 1 see the SlLh force 15 again 
on the move upwards 

pM SfpUiubtr — Siilhud — 1 marched this day to Sulhud and found 
both that Pass and the Duratour Pasa wholly undefended, at least there 
were not above 50 men at Sulhud, where 700 or 800 arc necessary, and 
not a fighting man at Dumtour, Huasun All Kiian, Kurral having in 
spite of stnngent orders withdrawn his levies. I pooled 700 men In Sulhud 
and proceeded to Dumtour to make arrangements there. Captain NichoJ 
son came m with his force of 900 matchlocks and 300 cavalry whilst I 
was at Dumtour and we had a consultation with the persons best ac 
quainted with the country The opinion of every man of rank in Captain 
Nicholson’s force is that they cannot hold so extended a line of defences 
with I 100 matchlocks, our utmost array This too being Captain Nichol 
son s opinion I have counselled him not to attempt it but to fall back at 
once and allow the enemy to pass This night, however, 1 received his 
final resolution, wf that finding his people In belter heart, upon the aasur 
ance that I would check a sally upon their rear of the Nowa Shlhr gam 
eon of 400 bayonets, and would co-operate with them upon the enemy^s 
flank, he had finally dedded upon making a stand I confess I regret this 
resolution, which Is one of self sacrifice, because it 13 contrary to his own 
opinion, and because my power of resisting with two or three hundred 
matchlocks the sally of 400 bayonets, Is something more than doubtful 

2olh S^pieinber—Sul/iud — Early this morning, finding that the 
Sikh carap was breaking up I collected all the defenders of the Sulhud 
Pass, 700 in number and marching after the Sikh army overtook It at 
Rujjooia about SIX miles from Dumtour The Sikhs halted and encamped 
at Rujjooia, and I pushed on to Dumtour and joined Captain Nicholson 
As the} cannot attack us to-day I am apprehensive that they may tum 
back to the Sulhud Pass which I hai’C left undefended. I have therefore 
sent 400 raalclilocks thither We haic now ail three portions of on 
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army of 4,000 men, with 10 guns and 40 zumbooras, in close proximity 
severed only by our own irregulai tioops. Whether these, inferior in 
numbei to the regulais and unpiovided with artillery, will be persuaded 
to stand, remains to be seen The nsk is veiy gieat, and the conse- 
quences of failure may be most disaslious 

iilh Scplenibci 18^8 — Diimlottr — The Sikh camp was under arms 
at a veiy early hour, and we turned out our levies an hour before 
dawn But owing to the slowness and want of prompt obedience of 
these people (I cannot call them soldiers), my own levies which were 
not in position (having arrived last afternoon, starving and exhausted 
from their long and burning maich) were late in getting into place, and 
I was detained in pei forming the office of Quaiter-master, as the only 
person whom they will obey. When I had made my way to the front 
I perceived that a body of irregulai s was pushing towards a path leading 
over the high mountain of Sirboon, to the head of the Sulhud Pass 
Fearing it was still their design to seize that pass, I oidered fifty 
matchlocks to take possession of a village half way up But there is 
no possibility of getting an order earned out by raw levies, and when 
every other attempt had failed, I got them forward by leading them on 
and, when well separated from their companions, pushing them forwaid 
I was then retiring to the main body, when the people of Futteh Khan, 
Ghaybie, who occupied a spur of the Sit boon mountain in advance, ciied 
out to me that if I reined they would all fly They were so evidently 
in earnest, and the importance of pi eventing their flight was so uigeiit 
that in spite of the importance of being with the mam force, I felt 
compelled to remain, being assured that their retreat would be a signal 
for the flight of tne whole aimy I therefore took post with iny 20 
remaining followers upon another spur of the Siiboon mountain The 
Sikh army was now within short cannon shot They opened their fiie 
upon the spurs occupied by myself and Futteh Khan, and I imagine 
from the numbei of cannon shot passing over my head that they must 
have distinguished my person, perhaps by means of my red-coated order- 
lies I looked at a high hill opposite .the foremost of our barriers , 
Captain Nicholson had planted 200 Peshawuries there. The hill was 
now quite naked , the men must have been bribed to deseit during the 
night Captain Nicholson, seeing that a body of 1,000 Sikhs was rushing 
toward that hill, carried up about 50 men to strengthen it j he could 

3 ? 
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urge them forward only by presenting his pistol at their heads sue 
ccssivcly On reaching the aummit, he was in despair to find it wholly 
deserted, whilst the Sikh coloran had nearly gained the brow He 
retired to make further arraogeinenta at other posts. The small party 
thus left behaved very well They did not fly until the Sikhs were 
within ten paces of them, and their escape had become very precanous 
Their flight was a signal for the flight of our entire force, most of whom 
had not even seen the enemy They occupied the strong ground where 
we purposed making our stand when the advanced posts should become 
untenable. The Sikhs were 3/XK> strong with six guns and 20 rum 
booras. Their cavalry was pnncipaUy dismounted, their arrangements 
were all good but had the aoo Peshawunes not proved faithless the 
column would almost certainly have been checked Our force amounted 
to about I 400 matchlocks, scattered over an immense extent of ground, 
requiring at least five or six thousand men to defend it properly 

I was completely cut off by the advance of the enemy and with 
much difficulty made ray way to the spot where Captain Nicholson with 
his cavalry was covering the retreat. Long before I could reach him, the 
whole of our infantry had passed In their shameful flight 

It Is manifest that with such materials nothing but dishonor can be 
expected to the Bntish name. Had the men fought and been beaten, 
we might have fought again with hope of better fortune But I have 
now tned them twice and met vdUi the most dastardly conduct on both 
occasions Captain Nicholson a eipeneace agrees with my own They 
wilf not foJ/ow us into danger They wifi not waft to sec the face of 
an enemy I had previously directed Lieutenant Robinson to be ready 
to withdraw and disperse his levies in case of our defeat which from 
the first seemed too probable We retreated by the Sulhud Pass and I 
sent 400 matchlocks to keep open the Khabl Baug Pass for Lieutenant 
Robinson 

1 2th Stpianbtr 18^8 — r<iara — Captain Nicholson separated from 
me to rctuni to his own district. I marched to Nara I have received a 
note from Sir Frederick Currie which Is the first news from Lahore for 
10 or 13 days From this I cannot learn that any force has been or is 
to be sent m this direction and I know not how this rebdUoo Is to 
be otherwise quelled Lieutenant Robinson joined me without difficulty 
to-day 



DIARIES OF CAPTAIN /. ABBOTT, tSfS 243 

i^lh September j8^8 — Nai a, fo) enoon . — The heavy i am of last night 
has probably detained the Sikh aimy at Nowa Sliihi Raja Deena Nath 
has arrived, it is said, at Rawul Pindu 

J. ABBOTT. Captain, 
A’^stsiaiit Resident. 

No 93 - Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 13th and 14th 
September 1848. 

i^th September 18^8 — Nma, Hxicma — 1 have lecoided m my 
previous diaiy the success of Chuttur Singh in forcing the Dumtour Pass, 
owing to the cowardice, and it is to be feared tieachery, of our levies, 
who, excepting about 1 50, fled without waiting to see the enemy and 
left us to our fate. I have mentioned that Captain Nicholson returned to 
his own district, and that I returned to Nara to see whether the people 
of Huzara were disposed to maintain the contest with any vigor I 
learn to-day that the people of the uppei districts have geneially made 
their submission to Chuttur Singh, and I perceive that Jehandad Khan 
and Goolam Khan are anxious to follow their example A single 
tnbe alone can be depended upon not to betray me Captain Nicholson 
wiites me, and I hear from several other persons, that Maharaja Goolab 
Singh has actually given the regiments * which Chuttur Singh wrote for 
to my knowledge, and that they have reached Rawul Pindi with four 
guns and are to advance in this direction Raja Deena Nath is said also 
to have been some days at Rawul Pindi, but he has communicated neither 
with me nor with Captain Nicholson. It is reported that Sirdar 
Mhaitab Singh and Sirdar Gooi dut Singh, aftei all their professions of 
loyalty, contrived to have their persons seized by Aotar Singh 

i/fih September — Na\a — Chuttur Singh appears to have been 
detained at Nowa Shihr in reopening the roads and in calling m the 
people. I on my part have been anxiously consulting those whose 
fidelity can be relied on as to the chance of being supported in my 
footing here against the army of Chuttur Singh, and what is worse 
against the effects of bribery and treachery combined. The arguments 
of the most sanguine afford XtTT^e wTre of such ^vn-n-opT, 

There is a report that Chuttur Singh expects the Peshawur force 
to join him at Torbaila, and has arranged with Syud Ukbur for their 


* These regiments are of course declared to be mutinous, 



*44 


DIARIES OF CAPTAIlf J ABBOTT 

reception there. If this be true hia object la to overwhelm me with 
numbcTB All waa quiet bj the last news from Peshawur But the 
disaster at Dutntour was not then known I trust no hope haa been 
buUt upon the mediation of Raja Decna Nath If he had the will, he 
has not the power to effect any arrangement consistent with the dignity 
of the Government. 

J ABBOTT Captain, 
Assisicni Ristdoii 

It docs not seem certain that Chultur Singh will Immediately 
advance- It is possible that be may retain Huiara until Mb cause is 
strengthened by the delay of our force. 

A private note accompanies. 

No 94.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi 
dent on deputation to Hazara, for the 16th Septezn 
bar 1848 

i6lh StpUmber i8^S — Nara^ Husara — Otrr posts have come in 
regularly for some days past But a new line may be necessaiy when 
Chuttur Singh moves to the 8outh«<ast The report that Chuttur 
Singh haa bribed Syed Ukbur Shah to bring over the femes of the 
Indus the Peshawur troops on their march, is so strong as to amount 
almost to certainty I cannot distinctly ascertain bow many of those 
troops are expected to mutiny Chuttur Singh wiTI return toward Huxara 
to-day I Imagine and probably be here to-morrow Hla design seems to 
be to assemble hit force upon the Indus, and march to Lahore from thence. 
But he will probably first make a strenuous effort to capture the 
British officers in Huxara 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Auxsiant RcstdmU 


No 95.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Aflsifltaut Resi 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, from the 17th to the 
19th September 1848 

jytfi, iSlh igth Sepltmbtr i8^ — l^ara Htusata — -I have nlreidy 
related that after the shameful flight of our troops at Dumtour, Captain 
Nicholion and myself returned toward Hurripoor and separated, he 
for hla own district and I for Nara according to agreement. At Nua, If 
anywhere, I may hope to be supported by the mounlalncers In a stand 
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against the Sikh army If they attack me, and my people stand, 
Chuttur Singh will in all piobability be defeated with gieat slaughter, 
and his cause will fall to the ground If he do not attack me, on his 
quitting Huzara he will leave me in possession of the district, which 
I imagine the Government must wish me to i etain The only persons 
who have gone m to the Sikhs aie those zumeendars and Mulhks of 
villages of the plains who have scarcely an option. The whole people 
consider themselves especially under the protection of the British 
Government. They will not indeed back me m any military enterpnze 
with the heai tiness necessary to success, but they hate and dread the 
Sikh dominion. Were I to evacuate the country, the whole Punjaub 
would be affected by the movement I have therefore sent Lieutenant 
Robinson to the upper districts to resume charge of them, so that if any 
accident befall me, our authority in Huzara may not be lost. The Sikh 
army apparently meditates an attack upon Attock from both sides of 
the river, if it fail to secure a passage higher up My presence here 
has, I trust, enabled me to put serious obstacles in the way of the latter 
design. Twenty-four of the guns at Peshawur are said to be gained 
over I trust this is not the case But Chuitui Singh's chief reliance 
IS upon having, through his son Goolab Singh, successfully tampered 
with the Native regiments at Lahore I most earnestly beg attention 
to this subject It seems scarcely credible that Chuttur Singh should 
venture upon such an expedition with so small an army, unless he had 
grounds for this hope. A letter came from Goolab Singh (his son) a 
few days ago urging him to hasten to Lahore, for that several of our 
Native regiments there were his The letter was secured in the sole 
of the bearer’s shoe. Maharaja Goolab Singh has paid as yet no 
attention to the Resident’s request that he would advance me 30,000 
rupees But the request of Sirdar Chuttur Singh that he would send 
him certain regiments has been promptly complied with, according to 
my best intelligence, two corps, said to have mutinied, having eome to 
the Sirdar’s aid Although I hope the report of our Native regiments 
at Lahore is untrue, yet the stake is so great that I would venture to 
suggest their being, if possible, so disposed of as to prevent the ill- 
consequences which their defection must occasion. Raja Deena Nath 
has communicated with Sirdar Chuttur Singh, but not with Captain 
Nicholson nor with me. He is raising troops at Chukkowal, who 
will of course join the insurgents. 
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A great effort waa made by Chuttur Singh to bribe the Juddooos 
about Khubbul &c. to give the PeshaAoir force free passage I trust that 
ray Influence will prove sufficient to foil hlra here j and if so it seems to 
be his purpose to attack Attock on the eastern side of the Indus, whilst the 
Peshawar mutineers attack It on the west, and if successsful the whole 
force will march at once upon Lahore. I should fear that Chuttur 
Singh must have received pecuniary aid from Maharaja Goolab Singh 
or he would be unable to keep together his army, all the treasuries m 
this neighbourhood being dry 

J ABBOTT Captain, 

Assis/ant Rtsident 

The last two or three days In place of a Journal I have answered 
the Resident’s notes 

Received to-day a Roobakaree from the Residency announcing 
some advantage gained over Moolraj by General Whish s force 

There 18 every reaaou to believe that the agent of Sirdar Goolab 
Smgh (son of Chuttur Singh) used ell hit influence with the Hurripoor 
troops to persuade them to persist In their rebellion stating that the 
Native Corps at Lahore were rotten that there were only five Corps 
there and that the Bntish were sending away, in alarm their wives 
and baggage. 

J ABBOTT 




icems tc 

No 90. —Diary of Oaptaln James AbPeh to Lahore from thenct 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, f « effort to capture 
September 1848. 

2 oth and Jisi September i8p8 — Nora //w)TT, Captaiit, 
movements have been less rapid than was antlap^wwAJw^ RestdeiiL 
of SIX regiments of infantry 6oo horse, i8 gu ^ 

about I 000 matchlocks amved on aotb, and eA Assistant Kem, 
They were busied all day with preparadons for a m the I7th to tbt 
report say* that If on reaching Hussun Ubdal or H 

Sikh force at Peshawar on the move that then lhey\ I have alrcadj 

attack Attock from both side* of the river that If k Dumtour, CtpUli 
Pcshawur force they will march at once upon Laho^d separated, hi 
of the 19th Chuttur Singh fired a salute some sayLent. AtNara, 1 
Serjeant Denton, drowned in a captured boat off Atiodhecra In n stam 
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was m honoi of two despatches, the one from Cashmere assuiing the 
Sirdar that 40,000 rupees had been despatched to him and that the 
Jumboo army should maich on his leaching Jelum, the othei fiom 
Mooltan informing him of a gi eat victory to the united arms of Raja 
Sheie Singh and Moolraj Chuttur Singh is halted still on the 21st at 
Hurripoor Should he attack Nara, I have good hope that my people 
will stand, in which case I trust to break the neck of this rebellion. 
It IS a season of much anxiety to me, as tieacheiy is around my camp, 
and I have twice been deserted in the conflict by my men. I do not 
think there is much feai of the Peshawur force effecting a passage 
above Atiock 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 


No 97. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 22nd and 23rd 
September 1848 

22nd September 18^8 — Naia, Huzaia — Chuttui Singh’s camp is still 
halted at Huiripoor within sight of my position, which is the foot of the 
Gundgurh mountain. We expected to be attacked last night or this 
morning and were on the qni vwe. I trust my people will fulfil their 
solemn promise of standing manfully, in which case I trust to inflict 
upon the Sirdar a blow which will not be easily recovered He has six 
regiments, about 600 horse, 1,000 matchlocks, and ii guns and 40 
zumbooras A couple of British regiments with three guns and 200 
horse would, I doubt not, rout them all Had I a single regiment here 
to lead the way my people would probably follow But they have no 
confidence in the plain against guns and cavalry, 

2;^) d September — Naia. — Chuttur Singh lemains halted at Hum- 
poor. Last night we were again on the alert He made an unsuccessful 
effort to relieve the Sheiwaun gariison, his party being driven back by 
the Tunnolees A paity of his son, Aotai Singh, sent against Syudpoor 
were defeated a day or two ago The head of their leader has just been 
brought me I have ordered that it be buint after Sikh usage instead of 
suspending it as my people wish We wai not with the widow and 
fatherless Numbers of the people of the plain from fear of the Sikhs 
or from jealousy of my adherents have been aiding the Sirdar. This is 
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what I have chiefly to apprehend. They have means and knowledge 
highly valuable to the enemy But for this I should have little appre- 
hension. 1 destroyed another boat to-day with infinite difficulty I 
hope I have succeeded with another The independent tribes on the 
Indus are extremely jealous of their boats, and Chuttur Singh has been 
bnbing royally to obtain them for his own or the Peshawur force. I 
read with much concern of the resolution of General Whish I sup 
posed that every one was prepared to see Raja Shere Singh take a step 
confidently expected of him by the Sikh army inHutarafrom the 
outset. 

J ABBOTT, Captain 

Assistant ResidtnL 

P S —A letter just received /wa/wfo yiA/vS owy rorw ^ i^w«TX tu 

^P} oip pvnfv XXV It When it reaches me I shall be better able to appre- 
ciate the loan 

No 08 — Plary of Captain James Abl)ott, Assistant Besi 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 24tb Sep- 
tember 1848 

24thS*p*t>nUr 184.8— Nora Husora . — We have been on the alert 
for the last three nights m expectation of an attack, and Chuttur Singh, 
It IS said, speaks confidently of attacking rey position to-morrow or the 
next day When I returned from the ahameful efl’air at Dumtour, 1 
assembled the people of the Gundgurb mountain, and after reminding 
them that my presence m Hurara was solely for their protection, and 
assuring them I would not remain an hour longer than they desired, put 
It to them whether I shonld make my scat here or retire to Bome other 
place One and all Implored me to remain I replied that I would not 
remain to be dishonored a third lime by the cowardice of my foUowcn, 
that if I staid and exposed my hfe for them I expected them to stand by 
me to the death They all solemnly vowed they would do so and I con 
sented to remain This mountain is a haunted spot- It has been carried 
but once and then by an overwhclmiug army and the aid of treachery 
Could we be sure that treachery will not aid the Intended assault, wc 
might be pretty confident of successful resistance, for the people have 
their wives and famniea here. I think J should be wrong to forfeit the 
chance for If defeated Chuttur Singh s cause is lost If 1 fah< A'C 
loss to my country Is one individual, the least worthy of her sons 
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I have destroyed I trust another boat upon the Indus. There is 

a good deal of dissatisfaction in the Sikh camp, which is in sight 

( 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


Ho 99 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 25th and 26th 
September 1848. 

2^tli Scpieinbe) 184.8 — Naia, The camp of Chuttur Singh 

remains at Hurnpoor for the Sradh. Reports vary every hour There 
has been great difficulty in providing a garrison for Hurkishengurh 
No one will willingly remain in the assurance of being besieged the 
instant his force marches. In this dilemma the Sirdar summoned the 
punchayut, and explaining the difficulty put it to them whether they 
could quit Huzaia without attacking my position The resolution seems 
to have been m favor of an attack and we have been on the alert m 
consequence. But nothing certain is known 

26th September — Naia — Bad news from Lahore or Mooltan is 
said to have reached Chuttur Singh His troops are reported to be 
much divided by dissensions, and disgusted by the want of pay. The 
Peshawur force, I believe, shows no great readiness to move It 
may be doubted whether they will move unless he take Attock, or 
whether he would venture to attack that fort without aid from Peshawur. 
Aotar Singh’s levies have been shamefully defeated by a handful 
of Gukhas. It is said that the letteis urging him to march upon 
Lahore have been succeeded by others informing him that that move 
IS now too late, owing to the large number of British troops ariived 
and arriving there ; and counselling him to take post at Karoo Khowta, 
and there raise revenue foi his maintenance. All my property left at 
Hurnpoor, and that of Lieutenant Robinson, was plundered by the 
Sikhs a day or two ago Two of my bungalows they had previously 
destroyed , some Government instruments have I fear been seized. The 
camp is still at Hurnpoor. 


J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident, 
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No 100 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, 

dent, on deputation to Hazara, for the ^ 
September 1848. 

2ylh Sepiembtr i 8 ^ 8 ~Huxara — The camp of C" 
not moved to-day, but remains at Humpoor Of two 
at Khubbul one was seixed and taken to Attock by a son ot 
For the destruction of the second I paid about 500 rup 
but instead of breaking up or burning the boat accord r 
they merely sunk It Syud Ukbur of Sythana fished 
Sirdar Chuttur Singh, but I rather hope the Khub 
from hia dutches. I am doing my best to destroy iL 
18 positively to march to-morrow some say In this d r^t 
it will move on Chuch 

I deeply r^et to have to record a most lamen 
under this date The garrisons of three neighbouring 
mitted to me, and had received certain advances of pay 
upon the Chuch Kardar for two months more, and prom 
the payment of all arrears when the country should b 
condition of their not taking service with Chuttor C 
after the most solemn promises of coroplisncc went n 
over to the enemy The drcumstancc caused great indlj; 
camp The gamson of Sherwaun bdng proved to be 1 
ence with Chuttur Singh it was necessary to relieve It, a 
It accordingly to Nara. Ten or twelve of the men u, 
deserting from thence when I beard of It, and sent a 
them In an instant the report of treachery circulated 
camp and that I had ordered the gamson to be plunde 
disdphncd levies fell upon the uoTortunale men who 
theh* food or otherwise engaged and they were stripped 
and property which were earned up into the mountain 
mercilessly cut down apparently unresisting Theconfus 
that my presence could not for a long tune appease It, and 
to recover property have proved hitherto but partially *1 
men having no barracks, camp nor lines, but occupying 
mountains This melancholy affair has opprest me wi 
painful and anxious thought and proved In an impressive 
misery of commanding on armed force which will not foil 



jdiarjes of captain J. ABBOTT, iS^S. 


25 * 


danger, but is leady at a moment’s notice to wreak, its vengeance upon 
the helpless and unoffending The men were not Sikhs but Hindoos 
of all castes 

28th Scpteinbc) 18^8 — N^a — Chuttui Singh, after destroying my 
bungalow at Huriipoor, maicbed this moining half a koss upon the 
Hussun or Margulla road, and is encamped there m sight Report 
speaks variously of his immediate designs, some saying that he will 
attack my position and others that he will continue his maich His 
halt after one mile of march appears to argue the receipt of unexpected 
intelligence after having started But as yet I have no other authority 
for this supposition 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No 101.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 29th Septem- 
ber 1848. 

2'pth September 18^8 —Nai a, Huzara — Chuttur Singh marched 
with his whole force this morning about nine miles in a southerly direc- 
tion, intending, it is believed, to proceed to Chuch, and thence perhaps 
to Attock A good deal of dissension prevails in his camp The 
report all yesterday of his intention to attack my position was strong, 
and we were all on the alert, until his columns were seen fairly pro- 
gressing southwards. As he could not make up his mind to attack 
my 1,000 matchlocks, with his six regiments, cavalry, and guns, he 
vented his spleen upon my bungalow at Hurnpoor, the third which 
the Sikh soldiery have destroyed Intercepted a letter this morning, 
from Khan-i-Zeman Khan of Gundgurh to Chuttur Singh referring to 
intrigues of the latter long previous to this outbreak, urging him to 
attack Attock without delay and promising him, so soon as the Pesha- 
wur force should join Chuttur Singh, to kill me, and to place Huzara 
in his power This Khan-i-Zeman Khan is the chief whom I restored 
to his long-forfeited patrimony The letter is valuable as another 
proof that Chuttur Singh was intriguing with the chiefs of Huzara 
previous to the outbreak Report says that Fatteh Khan of Ghayb, 
who was in like manner restored to his lost patrimony by Captain 
Nicholson, has made to Chuttur Singh -a similar promise respecting that 
officer’s life Such are the men foi and with whom we are fighting. 
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Cbuttur Singli, previous to his march this day assembled the 
xumeendars of the neighbourhood and toU them on no account to 
pay any revenue to me, on pain of his displeasure saying “ I march 
now upon Attock which I shall attack and take, and carry over the 
Peahawur force In boats and If 1 fail to take it I will vraft over the 
Peshawur army upon rafts of inflated skins In any case I will 
bring them over and when they are over, I will attack and take Gund- 
gurh and Snkote I will on no account march southward, until I 
have settled the Gundgurh mountain ' The people whom he ordered 
to gamsoD the Fort of Hurklshcngurh iled from it yesterday, the 
Instant he marched which it is said was the cause of so small a stage 
(one mile). 

J ABBOTT Captaw, 
Assisiant Rtsidmi 


Ko 102.~I>lar7 of Oaptain James Abbott, Assistant He 0 f> 

dent, on deputation to Husara, from the 1st to the 
4th Ootohar 1848. 

island tnd October i8^$—Nara, Huiora,^SiT^r Chuttur Singh 
is with hiS whole force at Banbera separating the baggage, which 
is to be left at Kala Seraie He is then to return to Cbuch, or 
to invest Attock There are reports in his camp confidently believed, 
that the gpiards of the land gate have promised bun admittance. 
I have written to warn Mr Herbert and to suggest that the gate 
be built up at once and as other reports attribute treachery to 
his golundauze I have suggested that a staunch guard be posted 
at each gun, apparently for the protection of the ramparts but 
really to prevent treachery, and to sec that the golundauze do not 
fire wide. Chuttur Singh, unless Joined by the Peshawur force, wiH'ljpt 
I think cross the Jelum His friends in Lahore tell him it is 
late according to my best infonnatlon, and he is evidently preparing 
hold possession of this Dooab by the arrangementa he Is maiiog 
for retaining forts, appointing tehseeldars etc. He purposes holding 
Huzara, although the revenue is so trifling Should the Peshawur 
force Join, it is impossible to say where the punches may dbect 
the army, very probably upon Mooltan The resolution of the officer 
commanding there to raise the siege, without even attempting with 
his powerful train to gain possession of the city, must of course greatly 
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prejudice our cause throughout the Punjaub ; and here especially 
where our power has hitherto been so lespected With possession of 
the city of Mooltan we could have prolonged the preliminaries of 
the siege of the fortress, without any symptom of weakness, and 
until succour should have arrived And it is impossible to imagine that 
any town wall, however well defended, could long resist the attack 
of two British brigades, with a powerful siege train, supported by 
18,000 brave allies. 

It is important that the rebellion in this Dooab should be speedily 

put down, or it may spread to other parts. The difficulty with 

\ 

the insurgents is their want of treasure. But if allowed peaceful 
possession, they will collect the whole revenue of these districts The 
first instalment of this season is just due, and whatever they collect 
IS deducted from our Treasury. Our adherents are disheartened 
at being left two months to struggle against a regular army, without 
even the prospect of succour, and more importance attaches just now 
to the possession of Huzara than may at first sight appear 

3}d October 18^8 — Nara — Chuttur Singh marched with his force, 
including his battering guns, to Puthurgurh close to Hussun Ubdal, 
where he is making collections, destroying the crops of those who refuse 
to pay and burning, it is said, their houses The disposition to resist 
payment is general, and many have fled But they are without 
prospect of support, and will, I suppose, all eventually submit 

^Ih October — Aaia — My news from the Sikh camp is not yet in. 
There appears to be no doubt that it is moving either upon Attock 
or upon the Nilab Ferry I earnestly hope the boats have been secured 
at the latter I was not aware that there was a practicable route 
to Peshawur vid Nilab, and therefore have never enquired But I 
presume this must be known to the officers in charge of Peshawur, and 
Sinde Sagar. Lieutenant Herbert assures me the gateway shall be 
immediately built up 


J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 
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ITo 108 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Besl- 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 5th and 6th 
October 1848. 

j/A October i8^8—liara,Husara — Chuttur Smgh appears to be 
marchjDg steadily upon Attock invited say bis men by the officers 
in charge of one of the gates who have promised to open to him 
I have reconunended Lieutenant Herbert to have the inner cavity of the 
land gate built up with dry masonry to the depth of 10 or i3 feet, and 
to exclude from the fortress every Sikh whatever, planting guards 
also near the several guns. Nevertheless I feel uneasy about the 
fate of a fort upon which so great a stake is haxarded. No Lahore 
dak has reached me for several days, owing perhaps to Captain 
Nicholson 8 eccentric movement. 

6th October — Nora — Late in the night tlie Lahore post of the — 
came in bringing me from Mr Inglm some particulars of our force 
at Mooltan 1 believe a single brigade has been sent to strengthen lU 
If two Bntish bngades with 30 000 albes and a battering train 
are insuffiaent to carry a simple gothic wall without outworks or 
ditcb and of no considerable altitude* it appears to me very doubtful 
whether three bngadea will suffice to storm a fortress of such 
acknowledged strength as that of Mooltan es]>ecla])y as the mortars 
of the siege tram ore manifestly insufficient for the work In hand I 
hazard this opinion in the hope of being useful I thought two bngadcs 
too small a force to Isolate at Mooltan with the aasurance I have long 
posscst that Sher Singh s force would sooner or later join the enemy 
But I never conjectured that a town wall would have arreated two 
bngadea and 2o,ooo brave Blilea. The moral effect of this arrest vrill 
I fear prove disastrous The news found Chuttur Singh s army dUheart 
ened and divided, and in some danger of falling to pieces It was 
celebrated as a victory, restored their union and their confidence, and 
so dlspinted our party here, that I have since heard of nothing but 
secret offers of my partizans to jom the enemy Of course its effect at 
Peshawur must be in proportion, all which had been saved, and a sensi- 
ble blow had besides been struck, had the aty been carried at once by 
the combined armies. 

With regard to the Sikh army westward of the Jelum, the union 
of the Pe sh awur force with Chuttur Singh s must be regarded as a 
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strong probability. The existence of the latter force depends upon this 
union, and they will effect it if within the limits of the possible. What 
may be the movement of the united force cannot be determined. It 
may remain westwaid of the Jelum collecting the revenue of Potowar 
and Peshawur, 01 it may be burled at Lahore or at Mooltan. If, then, 
the Mooltan foice were strengthened by two more brigades from Bombay, 
and the Lahore force were at once to advance before the Sikh army 
had had time to make extensive collections (cash being the chief want 
of Chuttur Singh), or to establish a settled government of its own in 
these parts, the whole insurrection might be easily swept down If 
time IS permitted to pass away unimproved by our advance (and 
already the insurgents have been two months in the field) the strength 
of the rebels may go on increasing daily, as heretofore, until it 
became really formidable. Chuttur Singh's present system is evidently 
to conquer and keep possession of as much country as possible of this 
Dooab and to exclude the British from it He himself has no idea 
of advancing upon Lahore although a Sikh Punchayut might produce 
such a movement 

I would above all advert to the necessity of securing the collections 
of all rich tracts by multiplying British agents, each with a couple 
of hundred horse and as many matchlocks, in all distiicts unoccupied by 
the enemy 

The people of the country are all our friends, excepting of course 
in Sikh districts, which are very lare , and where they have the choice 
will always pay to British authority. Th? expense of this is not 
worthy of consideration, the great object being to deprive the enemy of 
the sinews of war and to render it impossible for him to collect without 
dividing his force ad infinitum Our communications would thus be 
kept open, and a correspondence maintained with the people which 
may be of the greatest advantage. 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

Our reports speak of the steady advance of Chuttur Singh’s force 
upon Attock. 
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27 o 104 . — Dl&ry of Oaptaln James Abbott Assistant Besi 

dent, on deputation to Hiusara, for the 7 th October 
184a 

October 184.8 — Nara^ Husara — Under jesterday’a date I 
presumed to offer some remarks upon the state of thfc rebellion In 
these parts but as the daks are liable to interruption I take the 
liberty of recapitulating 

Chuttur Smgh with hia force of 6 regiments 600 horse, 2,000 
matchlocks, 6 breaching and about 10 field guns is encamped at 
Shumsabad close to the river Indus and within a march of Attock 
at present a couple of Slpahl regiments and four guns might 
scatter his whole array and dissolve the rebellion But this rebellion 
has been on foot two months and I have no certain intelligence of 
the advance of Bntish troops. The collections of the season are 
just commendog and he has entire possession of them. Thus his 
greatest need Is supplied The people of the country regard him 
as a robber and pay unmlliagly expecting that our snay will 
advance He has as yet no hold upon the country, but every day for 
the last month past has strengthened his posibon and ev er y coming day 
that he Is unopposed must make his footing firmen His first Idea was 
to hurry down to Lahore But this seems to have been abandoned 
since the news of our reinforceinent at that city and so far as I can 
learn he has no Intention of crossing the Jclum even should the Pesha- 
wur force join him The junction of this force with his must be 
regarded as a strong probability We have seen six corps join his 
Rtandard in spite of the opposition In many cases of their officers. 
Opportunity alone seems wanting to make every Sikh corps in the 
service side with the mutineers and Chnttur Singh and bis fofee arc so 
desperate without aid from Pcshawur that they will risk e\*erythlQg 
to obtain it 

The question then Is whether to allow this rebellion at present so 
easily put down, to grow into something formidable or by a prompt 
advance to scatter It In Its weakness. The whole country of Huian 
were our troops at hand, would rise to aid them , at present only a few 
of the people of the hills back me and the continuance of their support 
most depend upon the advance of our forces 
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The Mooltan siege might be aided by troops from Bombay. The 
advance of the Bengal force in this diiection appeals to me to be 
urgently required , every day increases Chuttur Singh's tieasury and 
makes him more dangerous 

Above all it seems to me that the promptest measures should be 
taken to prevent the treasure of this Dooab from falling into his bands 
by multiplying British agents, each with a small force of irregular 
hoise and matchlocks, who might take their several posts as our troops 
advance The absence at this moment of Captain Lumsden from the 
Eusufzye country may (it is too much to be feared) open the road to a 
junction of the Peshawur tioops with Chuttur Singh I mention this, 
which I have so often before adverted to, to show the extreme impor- 
tance of Biitish agency The people honor and respect our Government, 
and wheiever there is a British officei he becomes a focus of power 
for our cause 

Were Captain Lumsden at this moment in the Eusufzye country 
the junction of the two Sikh foices weie hopeless. 

Chuttur Singh and his force are halting, it is said, foi the Dussaira 
at Shumsabad, close to the Indus and one march from Attock Report 
says he has sent a band of horse to Nilab to take possession of two boats 
secured there for him by the chief, Jafir Khan, Kuttuk But I trust our 
officers have not left any for him there He is expecting the Peshawur 
force to join him and is making collections of the revenue. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident, 

No. 105 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation to Huzara, for the 8th 
October 1848 

8ih October 184.8. — Rara, Huzai a — Sirdar Chuttur Singh and his 
force were yesterday at Shumsabad, but the camp has disappeared and 
he has marched I believe upon Attock Report says that two boats have 
been furnished him at Nilab and two at a ferry of the Loondai. He 
is bent upon effecting a junction with the Peshawur Brigade, and it is 
too probable that he will succeed His after puipose is not certain, 
but from what I learn I infer that he wishes to establish himself in 
this Dooab. A Sikh Punchayut may any day subvert such a purpose. 

33 
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His orders are issued m the name of Maharaja Dhullcep Singh and he has 
assumed, I understand, the office of Regent Thus a rebelUon which at 
first was contemptible and which at this moment two Sipahie regunents 
and four guns could scatter, has gradually in the course of two months 
of our inachon become a revolubon which a strong army will be needed 
to quell Barring treachery Attock might repel the insurgents, but 
treachery Is a weapon familiar to Sikh hands, and reporta of treachery in 
the garrison are nfe. Without taking Attock, however It is probable 
that Chuttur Singh will effect a junction, and the conseqences should be 
provided for without delay Report says that the Bunnoo force is In 
open mutiny This I have long antiapated, but I do not think the 
orginal design of the conspirators included the Sikh force, at least I 
could learn nothing certain of their disaffection- 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Asstslafii Rtstdenl 


Jfo 106— IHary of Captain James Abbott, Asslatant 
Beaident, on deputation to Hussara, for the 11th 
October 1848, 

Jilh Odobtr i8^8 — SrtMoa Hutara — Ueuienant Herbert infonoa 
me that several of my letter bags for Lahore have been returned to him 
owing to some obstruction on the road Chuttur Singh has been about 
a week in Chuch encamped near the Indus searching for fords and for 
boats and collecdng wood for rafts, "kesterday report said that he had 
found a ford deep Indeed and dangerous, but that two sowara had 
actually passed over by it. If Major Lawrence has sent any matchlocks 
to oppose the landing of his people It will be difficult, if possible, for 
them to use a ford such as this la desenbed to be j but it must be 
remembered that life, fame and fortune are in one stake and that the 
moat desperate effort will be made to cross the army ho precaution, 
therefore, should be n^lected. We hear that Aotar Singh with a force 
estimated variously as of 2,000 or <(,000 men, Is on his road to Huzara to 
make collections and hold possession of the valley The importance of 
an advance of our troops in this direction appears to me great, Chuttur 
Singh is at present regarded by the people as a rebel whose course will 
be Immediately cut short. The lumeendars pay their rents to him with 
the utmost reluctance and often prefer sacrificing house and crops His 
weak point was his empty treasury His troops were on the point of 
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separating from him from want of pay and fiom the hopelessness of their 
prospects. He has been allowed, how'cvci, more than two months’ 
leisure to iccruit his ticasury and is collecting the icnts thioughout 
these districts The people hcai nothing of oui tioops and gradually 
will give up oui cause for w'ant of cncouiagcment With the revenues 
of Pcshawur and of this Dooab he wull become leally foimidable The 
advance a fortnight ago of a stiong brigade, even as far as Jelum, would 
have dissolved this rebellion tn Mo. The troops w'ere ready to fly upon 
a rumour. They had no hope and no prospect of pay They listened 
readily to my remonsti ances Huzaia was ready to rise to join any 
Biitish force But the people of the valleys dare not use wdien theie is 
no effectual suppoit at hand. Chuttui Singh W'ould have been an outcast 
had a single brigade then been sent I w'ould not have proposed to 
isolate one biigadc Anothci might have follow'cd w'lth all speed and the 
first might have halted at Jelum foi the second. Assuiance w'as all that 
was then needed to pi event any zumcendar fi om paying his 1 ents and 
to prevent the Peshawmr force from thinking of joining the insuirection, 
but the suggestions of Major Lawrence, Captain Nicholson and myself 
have not been acted upon. With assurance of reaping the revenues 
of this Dooab we could aflford to increase our levies and distract the 
enemy’s attention by threatening him on several quarters at once, and 
might letain the greater part of the Dooab in subjection 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 


No. 107— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation, Huzara, for the 16th October 
1848. 

i6th Ociohei 184.8— Srikolc, a —For several days past we 

have made no attempt to send letters by the dak, several of our packets 
being detained at Attock. There appears, however, some possibility 
that the road may again be open although it cannot long remain so I 
am not sure that I have recorded the arrival at my camp of Bukshie — , as 
Vuqueel from the Maharaja Goolab Singh. He is profuse m assurances 
of the friendly disposition of his master ; disclaims for him all connection 
with Chuttur Singh ; allows that there has been the closest intimacy, 
but states that the conduct of the Sirdar on several trying occasions 
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put an end to their friendship ' ic offers freeW the use of the Jumboo 
troops, guns and treasury for n y 'ud denies the reports thil any of 
the Jumboo regiments have jolred Chuttur Singh, but allows that a 
corps of about 200 dismiat somo months ago for mutiny and disarmed 
has gone over to the rebels I trust that the strong sense of the 
Maharajt will keep him to hia professions Hr certamlv has promptly 
answered my application for money and for guns although the former 
is of only half the amount I aakca for 

Chuttur Singh was yesterda; ’ nearly in stain quo, that is close to 
Shumsabad, about alx mile* above AttorU He has not discovered any 
practicable ford and the passage ipon skin rafts with the chance of 
opposition on the other side la very dingcrous as a matchlock bullet 
may aink a raft. He sent again a deputation nominally for the relief 
of tbe garrison of Simulkund, whe ueie supposed to be straitened for 
water I allowed it to proceed ii consideraiion of the earnest wiib 
of Lieutenant Herbert though 1 hid no idea that it would succeed. His 
enusaanea Instead of persuading t le garnson to surrender ordered them 
to hold out This Is the second time the same treachery has been 
practised, and It seems to be a r ile without exceptions that nothing 
B^d or done by a Sikh is ever wh it ji appears There seems to be no 
longer any idea of croaalng the J< lum The Bunnoo troops will join 
Chuttur Singh and both will endeavour to form a junction with those of 
Peshawur How urgently the adv mcc of our army is required I need 
not say, nothing else can presen c the Peshawur troops in thdr 
allegiance or prevent the wldespr ;ad disorder and rebellion. Report 
says that Futteh Khan, Tewani ^15 been murdered A week or two 
before the outbreak In Hueara I wrote to warn him of a design upon his 
life, but ray messenger never returned and was probably waylaid Hid 
the warning reached him it might haf\c prevented the tragedy The plot 
was concocted by the Officer Commanding the Artillcri at Bunnoo a son 
ofGeneral Sooltan Maimood In Hi^ara nho has been nnneUvengent 
here- Yesterday we received about fi\e dajs dak packets that had 
been detained on the road giving ni ws from 1 ahore to the 8 th There 
are stni dlstorbaaces in Gilgit, wher ■ the Miharajas General lias been 
killed. Two regiments have been sint to quell them I imagine it la 
the intention of Chuttur Singh to a tack raj poxiuon from the western 
•Me by his retention of theSlmuT und Fort I have just driven the 
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garrison out of the Fort Dunna with great loss, capturing the mm- 
bootas They were alarmed, sallied out m the attempt to escape, were 
met by a party of my people undei Peer Buksh Khan, Mullal, and routed 
with much slaughter. The Than.adar, a lelative of Chuttur Singh, is 
captured. The fort is one of the most important in Huzara, and being 
at the back of Chuttur Singh’s jaghiis he was anxious to retain it. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 


ITo. 108. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation, Huzara, for the 25tb and 26th 
October 1848. 

2 jlh October iS^S — Nai a, Huzaia — The camp of Chuttur Singh 
marched to-day to Daman on the road to Hussun Ubdal Rumour says 
that two sowars brought news fiom Raja Shere Singh which caused this 
move and that the Peshawur force have positively refused to join him 

26th Octohci — Heavy rain all last night which has probably caused 
a halt Two notes from the Resident reached me to-day, — the one by a 
messenger dated the loth, the other by Maharaja Goolab Singh’s Vuqueel 
dated the i ith, informing me that no accounts had been received at 
Lahore from Peshawur, Attock, or Huzara, since the 1st instant A 
letter from Lieutenant Herbert, commanding in Attock, mentions that he 
had not received his usual letter from Peshawur and that a report had 
reached him O0 Qx] fivrivl 0(p 6r) TpeoTra- av8 KOTTrupc 00 paiop "Kapeva- whlch he WaS 
disposed to credit 1 his evening a strong report reached me from the 
western bank of the river that the removal of Chuttur Singh from the 
river’s brink was in consequence of the request of the Peshawur troops 
who urged Bar O-O Sotvy T) <00X8 Bpoa 6i) paiop o0 tor yapb avS eva0\e Brj pvrivqpa- 
TO o-fio-e 10- irep<Tov I thought it extraordinary that Chuttur Singh had so 
soon desisted from hib endeavours, knowing of what vital importance 
his success must be to his cause and the disposition of a part at 
least of the Peshawur force, and I greatly fear the true explanation 
IS before us and that Major Lawrence has fallen into the snare. 
Sikh treachery is a thing beyond the comprehension of an European 
All this danger had been saved by the timely advance of even a 
portion of our army or its assembly at Wuzeerabad or Ramnuggur 
instead of at Ferozepore. I wrote in quadruplicate my account of th^ 
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affkir between Chuttur Singh s force and my matchlocks at Simulkund 
so that I hope one copy has reached the Residency The loss of the 
enemy seems to have been under rated rather than exaggerated, and all 
seem to regard it as a tnumphon our part At any rate all waa done 
that was possible upon such ground against so supenor a force, and the 
Sikhs are as much disgusted at the aflair as my people are elated The 
Maharaja GooUb Singh informs me through his Vuquecl that he has 
received the Resident's instructions to attack Chuttur Singh, and asks my 
advice as to the mode. But as I have no hint of such a wish from the 
Resident, I have declhied offenng any advice 1 would rather not 
have the Jumboo troops just now In Huzara, and although I believe 
the Maharaja to be too wise to engage in such a plot as that of Chottor 
Smgb, yet I think the employment of his troops In this campaign 
attended with hazard 

J ABBOTT, Caftaiit, 

A%sx»lani RtsuJtnt 

Our Post Office letters and papers I beg to suggest may be lent 
through the Vuqueel of the Maharaja Goolab Singh, who has undertaken 
to forward all despatches P S— An unee from the Chief, Ameer Khan 
of Good has just arrived stating that a rebellion has broken out at 
Peshawur It la stated that guns were heard this morning in the direc 
tion of the Sikh camp : a Shllak or salute probably in joy of the success 
of Silth treachery 


No. lOG— IMftry of Oaptaln James Abbott, Asaistant 
Kesldent, on deputation, Huzara, for the 80th Ootober 
184a 

joth October 1848 — Rara Hutara — A man just returned by his own 
account from Peshawur gives a somewhat different version of the out 
break there- He aays that Lieutenant Bowie was rctomlng from the 
bath when some Sikhs endeavoured to seize him, but that he put spurs 
to his horse and escaped to the mansion that Major Lawrence, who 
was still In the bath, got Intelligence of what had happened and reached 
home by a different route that for two days the Sikhs were trying to 
win over the NujJeebs, and that Major Lawrence was vainly endeav- 
ouring to persuade them to fire upon the Sikhs that during the third 
night, finding himself without support, Mi^or Lawrence departed with 
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Lieutenant Bowie and Dr. Thomson so secretly that his guards were 
not aware of his depaituie until next moining, when the army attacked 
his house , that Sooltan Muhammad Khan sent his son with Major 
Lawrence, who is at Kohat. The latter part of the story seems doubt- 
ful, as the report is strong that Major Lawience is m the mountains of 
the Afreedis. The Peshawur force by the latest accounts is said to be 
marching to the Bazour ferry to join Chuttur Singh, whose camp is 
leported to be waiting for it on the eastern bank It is strange that no 
note from any of the paity has yet 1 cached us The Barukzyes are no 
doubt in the conspiracy; long befoie the insuirection m Huzara 
Chuttur Singh was in constant correspondence with them. So far as 
we can leain he purposes making an attempt to secure my person, or 
diiveme out of Huzara, and will then march toward Lahore The place 
of assembly is believed to be Gujerat, and the Sikhs give out that it is 
chosen for convenience of aid from Jumboo. The Maharaja has for- 
warded me the Resident’s Roobakaree, directing him to assemble troops 
at Meerpoor Chowmook, and to attack Chuttur Singh upon the Jelum, 
and referring to me for advice I confess I think the experiment 
hazardous. The Maharaja has no army capable of coping with the Sikh 
force m its present strength. It is very doubtful whether his soldiers 
would fight against the Sikhs in a cause which has become national 
They are so ill-paid that there is much danger of defection, and although 
I- can scarcely believe that the Maharaja would endanger his own 
kingdom by mixing m such an insurrection, yet I conceive that the risk 
should not be run of bringing his troops as allies into the field, or 
allowing him just now to assemble or move troops upon the southern 
frontier Any such movement were he not expected to aid, would 
put us upon our guard At present we have no index of his disposition 
Were Shere Singh not upon the Chenab, a force of four or five thousand 
men might render the crossing of the Jelum difficult. But at present 
they can do nothing useful that I know of I would urgently bring 
to notice the dangers we have so narrowly escaped, and the confusion 
that has arisen by employing any but British troops to quell this 
insurrection. The relations hitherto borne between fuiapa^a yvXa^ mvy av 8 
)(yTTVp (Tivy ape dcocre oef) (paOep av8 cou At Attock all waS well On the 29th 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assts(ani Resident, 
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Tte report here i8 strong that the Sikhs of the Manjha have prom- 
ised to nse and join the lofiiuTCCtion , a strong force for them and for 
Julliindhur should be under arms, and Lahore should on no account be 
left weak 

J ABBOTT 


No 110— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistaiit 
Resident, Hnzara, for the 14th December 1848. 

i^Diamb€ri 848 —SrtkoU — At length intelligence from Pes- 
hawur has reached me upon which I think I can rdy Chuttnr Singh 
actually gave all lands westward of the Jclum to the Banikxye Sirdars , 
it la even said that he promised them Cashmere. The Sirdars accordingly 
vrrotc to the Huaara chiefs directing them to seue and dchver me 
up Some of their purwanas were brought me others hare been with 
held. On the am>ah however, of Dost Muhammad Khan on the i8th 
at Peahawur, the Sirdars fled The Emir seiied all Peabawur as his 
own, appointed his grandson chief of the Adalut, and hU son Chief 
Governor , demanded of Chuttur Singh all the stores of ibe fortress 
removed by ham cr four lacs of rupees instead and a lac of rupees 
for each day s march from Cabul, and insisted as a preliminary upon 
the surrender to him of the BtiUsh Officers Accordingly it is said a 
body of DooranI and Sikh Horse has been sent to bring them back to 
Peahawur It is bdieved that the Emir will demand aa his right all 
territory to the Jelum and the whole of Cashmere, On the iJtb, 
Khan4 iceman Khan, Chief of Gundgurh, brought me a purwan* to 
his address bearing the seal of the Emir, ordering him to return to hl» 
allegiance to Chuttur Singh, and to seiac and deliver up me and Mr 
Ingram I was a little aurpnsed at this, as I supposed the Enar bid 
felt enough of our power to keep clear of our enmity The sell 
however exhibits no appearance of forgery I received a hint some 
days ago from Cashmere that Maharaja Goolab Singh was suspidcnis 
of the intcntionfl of the Dooranis and anxious to strengthen the garrls® 
of Moozuflurabad j but I regarded this expression of mistrust as a lOff® 
excuse for planting more troops In a auspiaous post at a cntlcil 
moment. News of our success in crossing the Chenab and jjutting I® 



DIARIES OF CAPT 4 IN /. ABBOTT, iSjS. 265 

flight Slier Singh’s army reached me on the 12th I fired a salute that 
evening As a salute was fiied at Atlock during the nighty I trust that 
Lieutenant Heibert has also received the intelligence Many of his 
garrison have deserted. Some were lately caught in the act, disarmed, 
it IS said, branded and turned out , others, it is said, were killed by the 
fire from the fort whilst making off. Chuttui Singh has seized the 
families of many of them, and our slow progress has apparently 
disheartened them So far as I can gather from native accounts, there 
are before the fort the two Nuijeeb battalions, Colonel Richpal Singh’s, 
Pei tab Singhs and Boodh Singh’s regiments and ten guns The 
blockade IS maintained, but the guns rarely fire I have sent Lieutenant 
Robinson of Engineers through the Jumboo teriitory to join the arm}'^, 
as he possesses valuable information relating to the theatre of war. 
His services have been most zealous and efficient For many weeks 
he had charge of the blockade of the Pukli Field Force, and his 
arrangements showed great skill and judgment They were defeated 
by the poltroonery of our levies at Dumtour, after the flight of which 
It was necessary to break up the blockade Lieutenant Robinson 
ought to have reached the army on or about the 8th 01 9th instant. 
His passage through the Jumboo territory will enable him to under- 
stand the state of feeling in that quarter It is scarcely possible that 
the Maharaja should desire the Dooranis as next door neighbours 
considering their claims upon Cashmere 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident, 


No. Ill — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 

Resident, Huzara, for tbe 15th December 1848. 

i^th December iS/f8 — Srikole, Huzara —According to information 
which I consider trustworthy, Dost Muhammad Khan reached Pesha- 
wur on the 8th and took possession of the Bald. Hissar, the Barukzye 
Siidars flying to their several jaghirs. He appointed the son of 
Muhammad Ukbur, chief of the Adalut, and his sop Hydur Khan, 
Governor of Peshawar, seizing the whole district as his own 

A letter bearing the Ummii’s seal addrest to Khan-i-Zeman Khan, 
Chief of Gundgarh, was brought me, ordering that Chief to seize and 

34 
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Burrender my person Two others have this day been sent me from 
his aon and grandson to the same Chief, directing his personal attend- 
ance upon the Ummir previous to the fall of Attock, These last are 
written m the tone of one who would lodtc to a holy war, as the most 
unholy of crimes 15 mlanamed 

Previous to the Ummir’s arrival, Chultur Singh had made over all 
territory westward of the Jelum to the Sirdars and they had addrest 
the Huiara Lhiefa in the atylc of sovereigns ordering them to seize or 
to expel me Report says that Chultur Singh even gave them Cashmere 
but It 18 difficult to credit this. The purwana of the Ummir, if gennlne, 
of which there la every appearance is a startling document little to 
be expected from one so wary and ao well acquainted with our power 
and resources, who has hitherto resisted the strongest incentives 
of others to embrace our enmity On the other hand, report obstinately 
affirms that his foremost stipulatiou was the surrender to him of the 
Bntiah Officers m order apparently to liberate ihtm and that a party 
of Sikh and Doorani Horse have been actually sent to bring them back 
It 18 also affirmed that he has demanded of Cbuttur Singh four lacs 
of rupees in beu of the GoverDmeat stores removed by him and a 
lac of rupees for each day§ march from CabuL So far as 1 can learn 
Chuttur Singh sent for him m order to frighten the Sirdars into the 
surrender of Major L,awreoce. Having accomplished his purpose be 
wrote begging the Ummir not to come. But the latter replied that he 
had assembled an army at great expense and marched with it several 
manrbetf, and thgt he should consult his own caarcnfcace upon the 
subject. The current report la that Chuttur S ngh is prepanng to 
return to the Indus others say that he is in arrest but this report, 
which has been so often repealed appears to ha\c no solid foundation 

A body of matchlockraeo whom I had sent to Humpoor to collect 
revenue, bad an affair to-day with the gamson of HurLishengurh 
which vs five or six hundred strong, and drove them out of the town 
ond back into the fort with gieat slaughter 

Tlic skirmish lasted several hours, but the particulars have not 
3 et readied me. The blockade of Attock is maintained, but there is little 
if on^ firing I have no news from Lieutenant Herbert since the 5th, 
but as he fire*l a salute on the night of the 12th, I trust he has heard 
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of oul passage cf the Chenab, A large number of his garrison have 
deseited and speedy advance is of the utmost importance to encourage 
the remainder. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

No troops have advanced to Moozuffurabad according to the latest 
account. 1 he report of their advance was strong 


No. 112. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, HnzEira, for the 18th December. 1848 

i8ih December 184.8 — Snkote, Huzaia — Chuttur Singh and Dost 
Muhammad Khan have actually arrived, theformer at Jhangeera, the latter 
at the Indus, noithward of the Loondai river. The Ummir has with him 
about 3,000 men and guns, and has come with the avowed purpose of 
aid ng Chuttur Singh. From Moozuffurabad I learn that the Vuqueels 
of Dost Muhammad Khan and Sirdar Chuttui Singh entered Cashmere 
lately, disguised as meichants The Vuqueels of Chuttur Singh and of 
Moolraj are confidently reported to be resident in Cashmeie, their names 
are even mentioned. The junction of the Ummii with the Sikhs appealed 
a most improbable thing Yet it has happened. The junction of Maha- 
raja Goolab Singh seems also improbable for the same reasons of 
self-interest, but we must not be astonished if it should take place A 
disagreeable report reached me yesterday that Lieutenant Robinson 
had been imprisoned by one of the hill tribes in the Mahaiaja's 
country I trust there is no truth in the rumor, but some suspicious 
circumstances have made me uneasy about it I have received no letter 
from Lieutenant Robinson since the 3rd March from Moozuffurabad 
The Maharaja’s writer, or at least a newswnter at Cashmeie, wrote some 
time after his departure to say the Maharaja had shaped out for him 
a particular route I replied to the Vuqueel that I hoped he had given 
Lieutenant Robinson timely intelligence , it struck me at the time as an 
excuse for any difficulties Lieutenant Robinson mignt experience A 
few days ago the Vuqueel remarked to me that Lieutenant Robinson bad 
not taken the route prescribed by the Maharaja I replied that probably 
the advice had not reached him in time, and again I felt uneasy 
All the hill tribes, disobedient to the Maharaja, regaid us as their 
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protectors, and none of them would roolcst Lieutenant Robinson nor any 
British Officer unless melted by authority , and I regard It as quite 
impossible that Lieutenant Robinsons progress should be Impt*ded 
without the Maharaja a express however secret, order I trust however 
that Lieutenant Robinson has reached his destination in safety If 
otherwise I earnestly hope warning will be taken and the campaign 
be regulated to guard against assault from the mountains I mentioned 
in yesterday a Journal that a wnier at Cashmere had Informed me of 
the defection of a Sikh regiment there that the Maharaja had wished 
to disarm them, but had uot done so and that they were deserting fast 
to lom Chuttur Singh Surely a little energy would have sufficed to 
disarm them Mr IngHs note of the ist has just reached me vid 
Cashmere hia previous favor was of the 27th In my former Journals 
I have noted the receipt of purwonaa addrest to two of the Huxara 
Chiefs and bearing the seal of the Ummir, direclmg them to seue and 
surrender my person and that of Mr Ingram and to return to their 
allegiance to Chuttur Singh I had hoped they were forgeries but 
to-day 8 intelligence proves their authenticity T*he bribe offered to 
Dost Muhammad Khan U so far as I can leam all territory west of the 
Jelum— a tempting bribe certainly We shall see whether It can be 
realiied. I have no late news from Lieutenant Herbert nor from any 
of the prisoners Not knowing what may be the plan of the campaign, 

I tmst I shah be favored with expbat instruchons how to act 

J ABBOTT Captaik, 
Assisiant Rtsidtnl 

It seems to me highly improbable that the Umrair should plunge 
Into war with the British uoless assured of support from Jumboo 


No 118, — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Hesident, Hussara, for the iDth December 1848. 

rp/A Dtceviber iS^S^SrikoUf Husnra — I hasten to quahfy my 
report of jesterday A Moonsheewhom I sent toward Peshawar wrote 
me that be had met the army of Dost Muhammad Khan on hli rood 
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Another leport to the same effect made me suppose the arrival of the 
Ummii or of ms army certain Yesterday, however, I received intelli- 
gence, which throws doubt upon the Ummir’s advance, stating that he is 
still at Pesuawur , that he has promised to follow Chuttur Singh, who 
has arrived in Chuch, in eight days, and that his son actually accom- 
panied the Sirdar part of his fiist march My Moonshee must have been 
bribed by Chuttur Singh to spread this rumor Chuttur Singh seems to 
have come post haste from Peshawur in two days At Attock there was 
little firing yesterday Report says the batteries are withdrawn, but 
this report has several times deceived me. Lieutenant Herbert on the 
1 6th was well, but eainestly demanding succor. The enemy were two 
nights running foiled in their attempt to fire the West gate It is built 
up with brick inside, so that even their success would not be decisive. 
It IS supposed that they suffered some loss in the attempt Lieutenant 
Herbert is cn-paireveb (pop ^vvdcr pavi o(p 6r) yappiaov ave Sea-epred HlS fire has, I 
believe, destroyed another gun of the besiegers, sti iking it in the 
muzzle All the arrangements of this young officer have displayed the 
most consummate prudence, firmness and judgment His position has 
from the first been extremely critical, as there was not a man in the 
garrison upon whose good faith he could lely But by turning out all 
objects of suspicion, even when otherwise recommended by their quali- 
fications, he has contrived hitherto to stave off the meditated treachery, 
and to preserve the fortress, which is little injured by the enemy’s shot* 
The walls are said to be 52 feet high, of large wrought stones cemented 
with lime The shot of the field guns rebound quite harmless, and the 
1 2-pounder battering guns have been sent on to Sher Singh, one of 
them being destroyed by Lieutenant Herbert’s fire. Dost Muhammad 
Khan has given out that he will follow Chuttur Singh in a few days 
But persons who are deemed good authority in Peshawur doubt this. 
He will probably wait to learn Sher Singh’s success or defeat ere he mix 
himself up in his quarrel 1 hope that Lieutenant Robinson, who left 
Moozuffurabad on the 7th ultimo and ought to have reached the 
camp of his Excellency the Comraander-m-Chief, has arrived He 
passed through the Jumboo territory. I am a little uneasy about him , 
any obstruction to his progress would have a most suspicious appearance 
just now The Maharaja writes to say he has sent me 30,000 more 
Hum Singea rupees or 15,000 Company’s rupees, I will report when 
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it Is received. I have no authentic news of the pnsonera Ueutcnant 
Bowie Is with the blockading force at Altock. The others are said to 
be cither at Rohtass or at Sookoo in Potowar 

J ABBOTT, Captain 
AsstUxttit Rcstdnit 

By this morning a report the batteries arc not withdrawn, but they 
have little ammunition and a march la expected 


No 114— Difljy of Oaptain James Abbott, Aselstant 
Resident, Htizara, for the 21st Deoember 1848. 

2 liiUtternbtr — SukoU Husara — Some of my people sent 

out for infonnauon returned yesterday saying they had met six sowara 
on their way to Cashmere vtd Meerpoor who upon being questioned said 
they were the servants of Cbuitur Singh, Umroir Dost Muhammad Khan 
And of Sooltsn Muhammad khan respectively that they were sent on 
an embassy to Maharaja Goolab Smgh LIcutenaDt ^p^pr mptm Aa- » if 

votrw o 4 > ^fwy a^X» ro »»Xi oct- ftan ttaur vrXnrtr uvp apfu aivartrt Xoav ant 

9av\i a apa^ ^ ofir« 7 (rarfj / 3 ( $ij tawrvps o^p Bost tlubsmnud KhsD 

has not yet amved He has promised to march on Fnday, but if the 
movement* of our army are prompt, wUl probably wait to see the result 
cro he plunge into such an cntcrprlre If our array delay fear will 
be the motive attributed Bnd ^ vX* ‘ovwuwfi mmXi tvia^mpti Our army 
is so large that I see not what could be done with more rpmwff-i** 

^9 oajSfficn-fd ir 6 ut The Sikh Army at this moment is iropreftsed 

With the belief that it will be annihilated, ffia w 6^ ptruaX futfurr A blow 
now will do more than a npanr fikma a fiow^ ^*a€t prevent further coa 
llUon secure to us and vnng from the Sikbs the revenue of this Dooab, 

omv OTM wprvrrr gvT^praxa t* avp pnp Mwpw** ®XX ftisrotnrw to ptff* 

If tpd4ttrm As Individuals the bvea of Lieutenant Herbert and myself 
ore not worthy to be balanced for one moment against any measure of 
general expediency But the posts we hold are of essential consequence 
ro 6^ o-jt^A crTrXf^toT o<^ ffiv a^rsyv e»d Xoaa wp /i w rroiDj 
htnp'^TTt TO wpf^ory^ map a*a0tp up Chilttur Siogh baa felled some 
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palm trees and is making up scaling ladders He has also given 
1,500 rupees to the Malhas to construct a bridge of boats across the 
Indus for the Ummir’s army There has been no firing at Attock for some 
days The baggage of the blockading force is sent on toward Rawul 
Pindi The terror inspired by our cannonade of the 3rd appeals very 
great If followed up promptly the whole Sikh army is predisposed to 
run Numbers have deseited since the 3rd It is the first severe taste 
they have had of British artillery, having hitherto been in trenches 
during our cannonades 

The passage of the Jelum alone would have an excellent effect. 
Chuttur Singh has given out that we have offered him all territory 
westward of that river and any eereranov to aSvava-e a>iW yive arpevyd to drj 
voTiov avS Knvcre 6rj TreoTrXe to peyapS 6 t} mKcr op bvpavia- aa- 6eip pxKxrepa- 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assist at it Resident . 


No. 115.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, Hnzara, for the 26th December 1848. 

26th December 18^8 — Snkote, Huzat a — By a note of the 24th 
from Lieutenant Herbert it appears that the Ummir Dost Muhammad 
Khan has actually commenced hostilities with us, his people having 
fired upon the garrison of Attock fi om the foi t of Khyrabad. Up to 
that time only a small detachment of his force had arrived Chuttur 
Singh appears still to be lingering at Mansir in order that Dost Muham- 
mad Khan may arrive in Chucli pre\ious to his departure Of the 
Ummir’s movements my information is imperfect The last account 
represented him as at Hushtnugr and about to proceed to Sohaut and 
had our army moved promptly forward, there is much doubt whether 
he had trusted himself across the Indus The speedy passage of the 
Jelum has ever appeared to me a movement of the first importance. 
First, because it could have been past easily wh’lst the enemy were 
unrecovered from the panic of their repulse and had been allowed no 
time to stiengthen themselves upon its margin, and whilst five corps 
and ten guns were absent at Attock and the absence of Chuttur Singh 
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discouraged the army , secondly because the knowledge that no nver 
Intervened between them and succor would have strengthened the 
garrison of AtiocL in their alleglttnce and thirdly because the presence 
of our army In this Dooab would have prevented coalition Any further 
advance might have been deferred to a more convenient season Dost 
Muhammad khan has addrest» I believe all the chiefs of Hurara claiming 
their allegiance. But only two of them have informed me of the arcura- 
stance. On the 24th I forwarded letters written by the son and the 
servants of the Ummlr to the gamson of Attock, ordering them to desert 
the service of inSdels and range themselves under the banner of Islam 

J ABBOTT Captaht 

Aistsiant Rmdtnt 


No 110— Diary of Captain James Abbott Assistant 
Resident, Huzara, for the 29th Deoemher 1848 

2pth Dectmber 184S — SnkoU Husora — Chuttur Singh is sull at 
Uansii wraiting for the Ummir of whose movements I have no very 
certain Intelligence. He, the Ummir, has addressed the Chiefs of 
Huzara commanding their allegiance and aid to Chuttur Smgb His son 
at Khyrabad has commenced hostilities by firing upon the gamson of 
Attock. Chuttur Singh has with him btill three not four regiments, — 
Richpal Singhs Partaub Singhs Baboo Pandali 3 and I believe Boodh 
Singhs Such, at least is my last account but native testimony Is 
never to be depended upon and previously only three Sikh regiments 
were named The Nujjecbs have been sent forward one Corps, it Is said, 
to Baug Bootur the other to Hussun Ubdal Chuttur Singh distrusts 
these men Six or seven guns were fired last evening at Attock. It 
rained all yesterday Report says that Dost Muhammad Khan ht* 
returned from hla visit to Sobaul but the result is unknown, and 
Indeed so much false intelligence la sent me from all quarters that I 
can trust none. I have news from Lieutenant Herbert to the 25^^ 

I have olready more than once stated the nature of his position. 

J ABBOTT Captain, 

Assistant Reside 
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No. 117. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, Hnzara, for the 30tb December 1848 

jofh Dtcaulnt rS^S — Suhnli ' — Yesterday arrived an answer from 
the Unnnii Dn^^i Muhammad Khan to a letter winch I nddiest to him 
.ihoul a month ago, when rcpoit said he had come with fiicndly intentions 
It will he seen that he claims Pcshawur, the Dcrajat, and Ilu/ara, 
and intimates that he has sent an mmy to take possession, and that he 
wiP then he happ}i to leconcile dificiences between the Britisli and Sikh 
Governments He ha'v accoidingl^ addrest the Ilu^ara chiefs claiming 
ihcir allegiance and oidciing them to sci7c m3 poison These puuvanes, 
with one c\ccption, have been shown me 01113 those whom I know 
to he mti igutng w ilh Inc Ummir Had our army crossed the Jcluni 
immcdiatcl3 aiit-i tiic aflair of the 3rd, Dost Muhammad Khan liao never 
thought of cios-iiig the Indus and the enemy might have been deslioyed 
in detail with little din'ictilt3', onl3’ about half the Sikh force being 
assembled on the Jelum. 1 he be.ircr of the Ummii’s answer rates his 
lorce at le.ooo, of w’hich there arc si\ drilled regiments amounting to 
3,(5oo He states that tiie force is mat clung toward the Bazour Ferry. 
Chuttur Singh is still before Attock 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Ansisfatil Resident 


No 118. —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, Hnzara, for the 31st December 1848 

^i<^t Dcccmhci i 8 ^S - Sulifllr — Yesterday I forwmrded a copy of 
the Ummir Do'^t Muhammad Khan’s letter to my address, by a cos'^td. 
He claims Peshawmr, Hu/ara, and theDciajat, says that he has sent 
an army to take possession and that he wull afterw’ards be happy to 
reconcile differences betw’ecn the British and the Sikhs According to 
the best intelligence I can command, he is actually marching toward 
the Bazour Ferry of the Indus, if not arrived there 1 he bearer of the 
letter estimates his force at 12,000, of which there are six drilled regi- 
ments, three of 500 each and three of 700 I do not fear his force, but 
his intrigues will render my position very precarious His son is at 
Khyrabad, but Herbert’s fiie seems to have silenced his guns I earnestly 
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hope onr army will pass the Jelum before the junction of the Dooranls 
and Chuttur Singh with Sher Singh That obstacle overcome, the army 
might take its time to consider any further movement There arc at 
present absent from the Jelum five or six regiments nearly half the 
effective force and the rest arc greatly dispirited Mr Inglis^ letters of 
the 9th and iith arrived together yesterday by the Cashmere dak 
I have not heard since the 25th from Lieutenant Herbert I offered 
to cash hia bills but he had procured money from shroffs, 

J ABBOTT CafTAiiT, 
^tstsianJ RtsidenU 



Dian'is of CAi'rii\ f s Ahnorr, Ai><^i<itant Rc'iifft'nt, and later 
Deputy Co$nmi>Aioni f of IJttzata, /S/p. 

[Vo/r — Ctp’nin AblKiU was Mj led Assistant Resident, Hurnrn, until tliccnd of April 
tS4v, and IJcimiI\ CoinnusMoncr, Huran, fiom tlic iMof Mn^ 1^49] 
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Ko. 1.— Diary of Captain Janies Abbott, Assistant 

Resident, Huzara, for the 2nd January 1849. 

/ 

2ud January i8^g — S)ikole, Huzaia — A large portion of the 
Dooiani foice is encamped neai the Bazour Feiry, where Chuitur Singh 
has built them abridge of boats I be son of the Ummir is at Khyrabad, 
but his gun has been dismounted by Lieutenant Herbert’s fire I 
have vainly repiesented the impoitance of speedily crossing the 
Jelum It would have saved Attock, prevented the coalition of the 
Ummir with Chuttur Singh, and have reduced the Sikh cause to the 
lowest ebb moreover, it was ten times easier than now it is likely to 
prove After the passage of the Jelum, delay would have little signified. 

Brj TTocriTtov off) rjp^epr acr poor TfepiXovcr avb t ap iv ovp'Ki eKtrenTariov o(j) 

\^apvivy 0(f) 6r] (f)aW o(f) aron As the Ummir exprest a wish to receive an 
answer, I replied, yesteiday, that I had no authority to answer his 
demands, an authority vested in my Goveinment, nor could I say 
what answer Government might give, but that I could assure him 
he would incur the serious enmity of my Government, if he did 
not call away his son from the siege of Attock, or if he should cioss 
the Indus , and I bade the messenger explain to him the absurdity 
of joining Chuttui Singh, who, if successful, would instantly exclude 
him from Peshawur, and, if beaten, could not for an hour save him 
from our vengeance His army is rated at about 12,000, of which 
3,600 are drilled troops Lieutenant Bowie is still with the Sikh camp 
at Attock Chuttur Singh is there, but the Nujjeebs have been sent on 
to Rawul Pindi I heard from Lieutenant Herbert dated 30th 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No. 2 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, Huzara, for the 4tb January 1849. 

/f.tJt January 18 jp — Srikote, Husara. — The fall of Attock is reported 
to me by authority, which I can scarcely venture to doubt Lieutenant 
Herbert’s letters must have prepared Government to expect it The 
salute which I heard on the night of the 2nd assured me of the fact 
The particulars have not yet reached me ButT beheve that Lieutenant 
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Herbert, finding it the decided opinion of all his officera that the men 
would no longer stand by him, was attempting to escape upon a raft and 
was betrayed by those who were to have aided him He is said to be a 
prisoner m the Sikh camp Still his defence of that fortress may not 
have been in vain, 10 Aj xaamrft ^ ur rp 4 cnll apptvaX 

op ra o r i tfo»<ro»i adicnowX otrvvrfrrtr So fat as rcspects our reputa 
don and interest in tnis Dooab Peshawar and Cabul Xocv o<f> am* 

w 0 T'Ki at 0*9 TO Xotrtr o« Xowy pat ^ a^t ro «iX9 fu oa wotrr ur 

mtpt 9av^n^*X mpt ofp p «mr»»;f»OT (AjpJmr aXptait p*yap9 tr otr •■•X«rtr 

The Dooranis are detested more than the Sikhs But there is an under 
standing amongst all Pathans in this country which very generally 
aptttmv ffXmiati fffrm] Bijp It IS Said that tbc Ummir Dost Mohammad 
Khan has apphed to Maharaja Goolab Singh for money and that upon his 
answer depends hia further movements I believe his finances are in a 
most deprest state and his army very ill paid It is estimated at i2,000 
The fall of Attock may encourage him to go further than at first he 
purposed our long delay beyond the Jelum is ruining our cause In thU 
Dooab The whole Moosulman population was prepared to aid us 
But our delay is attributed to the basest motives, and 1 hear that the 
Sikh partuans are plundenog the villages and towns with impunity 
Thus funds mil be found for the bikb army without which It must 
instantly have dissolved Time too has been given for the counter 
influence produced by the accession of a Muhammadan Pnnee and 
people to the Sikh cause nor need it be repeated that Dost Muhammad 
Khan would never have joined the Sikhs had we followed up our 
advantage on the 3rd December I feel It to be my duty to state and 
repeat these truths even at the nsk of appearing presumptuous for 
I alone am m a position to perceive the injury produced by this delay 
m Its full Client. After crossing the JeJum, delay would have been 
comparatively unimportant. 

J ABBOTT Captain, 

AssisiatU Rcu<Uni 


Na 3.— Diary of Oaptoin James Abbott, Asaistaiit 
Kesldent Huzara, for the 6th January 1849 

6 lh January iS^p — Sit^ofe Hu^ara — I have in ray Journal of the 
4th and Despatch of the 5th Instant related the fall of Attock. The news 
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of to-day confirms my hope that Lieutenant Herbert at least (if not 
Sergeant Carthy) has escaped pursuit with six or seven followers 
Dost Muhammad Khan by yesterday’s report was still encamped at Bazour 
Ferry near the bridge of boats, and only a portion of his army had crost 
■ the nver I enclose the substance of his purwanas sent on the 4th to 
the chiefs of Huzara There is no doubt, I believe, that Jellal Khan, 
Kakur, has been sent by him to Cashmere, to persuade the Maharaja 
to advance to Moozuffurabad or to advance funds for the war It is 
remarkable that the Maharaja through his Vaqueel has consulted me 
upon the propriety of sending two more regiments to Moozuffurabad to 
relieve those cantoned there, upon plea of his diffidence of the fidelity 
of the latter I have replied that I think they had better be 
relieved one at a time, the relieved oorps marching away first, or 
the idea will ■get abroad that the Maharaja is joining the insurgents 
I can scarcely believe that a Pnnce so sagacious would stake either 
his money or his safety upon such an absurd venture At the same 
time, the season is one of prodigies, and an additional instance of 
insanity must not be wondered at Reports are industriously spread 
throughout Huzara that Dost Muhammad Khan has with him 700 
Moollas, who have shut the door of paradise against all Moosulmans 
falling in my cause or that of tbe British I held a council of the 
Huzara chiefs yesterday, who unanimously decided to fight against 
the invader At night, however, Khan-i-Zeman Khan, the Gundgurh 
Chief, and two or three others, were busily engaged in shaking the 
minds of the rest Dost Muhammad Khan has turned the Sikhs 
out of Attock, according to the last report, and has placed there a 
gariison of 500 jezailchees I have too often dwelt upon the injury our 
cause IS sustaining by the hesitation of our army to cross the Jelum 
in front of an army infeiior in numbers, discipline and courage It 
IS by the reputation of oui valor that we have won and preserved our 
Eastern Empire. The maintenance of that reputation is worth a large 
risk The difficulties of the passage are increasing hourly 

J ABBOT r. Captain, 
Asstslaiii Rcstdcni 
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j^o 4. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Asslstaiit 
Beoident, Huzara, for the 11th January 1840 

nth January iS^p~^SrtJkofe, //ttrani —Captain Nicholaon’s note 
of the 3rd instant came to band yesterday I aent my diary of 
yesterday to Lieutenant Robinson by his return messenger I stated 
therein that Chuttur Singh who had purposed remaining for the 
Sunkral at Hussun Ubdal receiving some apparently bad news 
from his son s camp had suddenly started for the Jelum on the 

afternoon of the that Akram Khan, son of the Uramir, with 3 ooo 

foot and i,ooo horse and six guns was said to be following Chuttur 
Singh but that there were doubts of bis proceeding far Another 
force 15 said to be destined for Guodgurh But if my followers continue 
true I have little apprehension from the Dooranls. Their Intngues 
alone are dangerous By the Cashmere dak I have no letter later than 
the 15th ulUmo none having arrived lately A man from Cashmere 
confirms the report of Jellal Khan Kakur, the Vugueel of Dost 
Muhammad Khan having arrived there and states that be Is treated 
with great attention This mao is one of many who bebeve the Maha 
raja to be secretly 10 league with the losurgents that be sent money 
to Uoolraj and Chuttur Singh etc^ etc. I know no facts that can 
justify the surmise and believe the Maharaja to be too cautious and 
too fond of his money to throw It away with so little hope of return 
At the same time should the Umnur really send on succor to the 
Sikhs it will be a very suspicious arcumstance, as he has no funds to 
feed an army and I have reason to believe has positively refused this 
aid unless assisted by the Maharaja The presence of Joalla Suhaic 
at Lahore is considered by many a guarantee of the sincerity of his 
mister as he is much attached to this servant, m whom be reposes the 
greatest confidence I fear it is too certain that Lieutenant Herbert 
has been captured. Report says that Futteh Khan of Ghayb has 
joined the insurgents I feared he would not remain staunch after 
the fall of Attock which has shaken down our authority In this Dooab 
I believe nearly all the Huzara chiefs have been secretly Intriguing 
with the Dooranls 


J ABBOTT Captaik, 

AsstsJanl Rnidm! 
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No. 5,— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, Huzara, for the 13th January 1849. 

ijih January i 8 /fg — Snkote, Huzaia — It is said that the camp of 
Dost Muhammad Khan has shifted about three koss from Bazour toward 
the Eusufzye country I have the following intelligence from the camp 
of the Ummir, which I consider authentic It is from an eye-witness, 
who can have no object m misrepresentation Chuttur Singh has given 
60,000 rupees to the Ummir, that is, 30,000 in cash, 15,000 in shawls 
etc , leaving a balance of 15,000 to be received at Rawul Pindi. For this 
sum the Ummir has lent him the services of nominally 1,000 horse, but 
really less than 800, who have marched with the Ummlr’s son, Akram 
Khan, for Rawul Pindi The men are said to be greatly disheartened 
at the order to march, and to consider it as equivalent to a sentence of 
death I think it piobable they will find some excuse for proceeding no 
farther than Rawul Pindi A Vuqueel of Maharaja Goolab Singh is 
actually in the Ummir’s camp, and appears at his Durbai. His name 
is Boota Mull He has been repeatedly seen in Durbar by witness, who 
does not, however, believe that any pecuniary aid has been rendered by 
his master to the Dooranis, and believes that the Vuqueel is there only 
to see how the game goes that his master may shape his course accoid- 
ingly The Ummir’s army is very wretchedly paid I have already 
reported the actual march of Akram Khan toward Rawul Pindi About 
half the Ummir’s array is in Chuch, destined it is said for Huzara The 
rest is with him on the western bank of the Indus and m Attock ; a small 
Sikh force is still encamped at Pahr, destined for Huzaia From 
Cashmere 1 learn that Dost Muhammad Khan’s Vuqueel, Jellal Khan, 
has received three private audiences of the Mahaiaja, who has answered 
his master’s letter , that he receives rupees five daily as maintenance ; 

that- — , a Colonel of the Mahaiaja’s army, has been sent from 

Moozuffurabad to Jumboo with orders to raise 4,000 fiesh levies, and 
that similar ordeis are issued to Hum Chund This intelligence, 
however, comes fiom an enem^' I think it quite certain that Jellal 
Khan has reached Cashmere The Maharaja’s Vuqueel here assures me 
that if this IS the case he shall be seized and delivered up to our 
Government It appears to me very possible that the Maharaja may 
be alaimed at indiscreet and often false accusations of his conduct, 
which appear in the newspapers, and I would beg respectfully to 

36 
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Buggcst that no notice be taken of the reports I have Juat noticed nnJess 
further conBnnatlon is afforded It may serve Dost Muhammad Khan 
and Chuttur Singh 8 purpose to have a person at the UmnuHs Durbar to 
personate the Jumboo Vuqued It appears to me at vanance with 
the usual caudon of the Maharaja to have an acknowledged Vuquecl 
at the Umnur’s Court 

J ABBOTT Captaik 
Assistant Rtsidaxt 

It 18 however, scarcely possible to believe that Dost Muhammad 
Khan would enter into hoaUIitiet with us unless flattered with hopes 
from Jumboo 


No 6 .^Dlar 7 of Oaptaln James Abbott Ajsslstant Besi* 
dent, Huzara, for the 16th January 1849 
j6(E Janttary 184^ — Srtkolt Husara — It is reported and appears 
probable that Dost Mahamraad Khan has sent a messenger to recall his 
son Akram Khan and the 600 horse He has probably learnt the fall 
of Mooltao, but report mjs also that he has beard of otjr army having 
crossed the Jelum, which I doubt He himself is still on the Western 
bank of the Indus with half his force The other half is at Shumsabad 
My scouts report that he has broken up the bndge at Baiour Ferry, and 
has no idea of crossing to this side of tbc Indus that he had Intended 
to attack roe, was dissuaded from It on learning the loss sustained 
by Chuttur Singh at Simulkund He is aware that anything hke retreat 
on his part may arouse all his enemlei who only wait their opportunity 
to set upon him Indeed I gather that h!s present policy is adopted 
with a view to bully os into the cession of Peshawur and the Derajal I 
humbly opine that the reasons nwxav apt it «wvXd 

na pvwXi &!} CTpfryO tf &IJ p%mrv€ vp c3wX and bring US into 

Immediate contact with that State for a space of 400 miles, Instead 
of that contact being conBned, as at present, to a single pdnl 
and that one a battlefield in which a disciplined army must alwa}!^ 
conquer At the same time a- pm «r •fXXr.fin^pa a*<ntnw amp wrriX 

mp Bppt awwpocx ^ 


J ABBOTT, Cattaih 
Assistant Resident 
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ITo. 7 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, Huzara, for the 17th January 1849, 

lyih Jauuai v — Snkok, Httsma — Dost Muhamad Khan is still 
on the western bank of the Indus with half his army The other half 
is at Shumsabad It is said that he has recalled his son Akram Khan 
and the 6oo Dooiani Horse from Rawul Pindi Chuttur Singh is said to 
have marched without pause for the Jelum, after extorting rupees 60.000 
from the shroffs of Rawul Pindi A force of about 800 Sikh troops and 
two guns IS at Pahr, destined for Huzara, but appaienlty they are afraid 
to ventuie hither I slated in yesterday’s Diary my belief that Dost 
Muhamad Khan’s coalition with Chuttur Singh was designed to bully 
us into the cession of Peshawui and the Derajat, and that I humbly 
opined there were wnva-^pa^Xt o^tfKnovcr to dia- o-ftrctot' which would 

kuaS/iuTrXe ler racDtp iv bov^\ivy trr pevevvt avb ip lynro Korrai^T <016 vcr 

for a space of 400 miles instead of that contact being limited as now to 
a single point, and that a battlefield, so favourable to us At the same 
time, it appears to me desiiable to oXXom ip ro ivbvXye avi u>nt »j pai ave (ftopp^b 
ocp dq o-ftro-toi' ui'TtX ovp appi avvpoax 6q ivSutr Some absurd story had been 
sent him of the death of Her Majesty without issue, and of England 
being in confusion in consequence , and from a letter to me from 
Colonel Ricbpal Singh, one of the ringleaders of this mutiny, I learn 
that stories are current in the Sikh camp of a general coalition in 
Hindustan against us, the Raja of Nipal having j'oined, in consequence 
of a box of detonating powder having been sent him by our Government 
with intent to blow him up Such trasli is greedily swallowed by the 
Ignorant, amongst whom the Ummir must be rated. The Sikh army 
is much straitened for provisions Were the Mooltan force to move 
smartly up this Dooab, the Sikhs would be cormpelled to fight upon 
ground of our choosing, as all their supplies would be cut off, and any 
risk to Huzara would be more than compensated by such, an opportunity 
of crushing them. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Residents 
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No 8.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Besl 
dent, Huzara, for tiie 18th January 1849 
igth Jatnsary jS^g—Sriitotf^ Hutara — 1 have luUe to add to my 
Journal of yesterday Dost Muhammad Khan is still on the western 
bank of the Indus half his force Is at Shumsabad. A man just arrived 
from Rawnl Find! states that Akram Khan and his horse had progressed 
as far as Hoonnuk, a march beyond Rawnl Pjndi His recall is uncertain 
Chuttur Singh, 1 think must have reached the Jelnm though eoroe 
report that he is still in the neighbourhood of Rawul Pindi The Sikh 
force at Pahr marched list evening to Humpoor and fired a salute of 
30 or 40 guns I know not what for There Is a report of Shcre Singh s 
death by the hand of one of his own soldiers but he has been killed so 
often that he must have nine live* to have fallen now Chuttur Singh 
Js said to have had great difficulty on leaving Rawul Pindi, owing to Ibe 
troops InalstiDg upon the fulQImeot of his prcraise to pay them there. 
He extorted not 60 000 but 7 600 rupees from the shrofb and promised 
the troops at Blssoll, his jaghir His means of doing so are very 
doubtful 

J ABBOTT Captaih, 

Aisstatoal Rf tdfnl 

Ruttun Singh, Maun, commanding the troops Just arrived. 

No 9— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Beai 
dent, Huzara, for the 29tb January 1849 

spUi January j8^p — Srtkolf HuMara — The Ummir is still on the 
further side of the Indus, but the force at Shumsabad advanced yesterday 
to Hurroo with the intention, avowed by purwanas to the Mlshwanls, 
to attack Srikote I am quite ready to meet them The Ummir jt Is 
said, made a corresponding movement up the river to the Dond Ferry 
The horse Intended to support Akram Khan, estimated at from 600 
to I 000 have inarched towards Rawul Pindf and a small body rf 
horse have posted themselves at Hussuq Ubdal avowedly for Huzara 
My measengera report that Akram Khan has not crossed the Jdam, and 
it 15 said he wntes in the strongest terms to dissuade his father from 
crossing the Indus until the affair of the Jelum la dosed J trust to 
be able to make good my post against the Ummir An attack would be 
hailed by my people as an amusement and I do not think the makon 



DIARIES OF CAPTAIN J ABBOTT, 784^ 


2S5 


tents have force enough to imperil my position The Sikh force 
remains in Huzara The people are not yet ready to aid me heaitily 
for then destruction. I must wait until some fi esh success of our ai ms 
inspirits them. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Residrnt. 


No 10— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, Huzara, for the 30th January 1849 

30th Januaiy i84.g—SnLotc, Huzaia —The camp of the Ummir is 
reported to be still on the western bank of the Indus, but it is said that 
on the invitation of one or two traitors at Siikote he has actually ordered 
an advance against Gundgurh and I believe there is no doubt of the fact. 
Nevertheless I hope to defeat his army if he leally attacks me, and so 
long as the Mishwanis continue faithful have no apprehension for this 
post. If the people of the plain would unite heartily in their own defence 
1 could easily drive out the Sikhs and Dooranis But tliey appear to 
have lost all spirit. There are rumours of an action on the 2ist, but this 
appears improbable as I have Major Mackeson’s note of that date Con- 
sideiing the extraordinary facility of the Sikhs in rallying after defeat, 
much blood will be saved by waiting to sti ike until the blow can be 
decisive Our advance can no longer save Attock, nor destroy the 
enemy in detail, nor prevent the coalition of Sikh and Doorani, all of 
which it would probably have effected two months ago The instant 
General Whish’s force enters this Dooab the supplies of the Sikhs will 
begin to fail them and a defeat will then be utter perdition to them I 
venture with the deepest submission to offer these remarks A Vuqueel 
named Ram Dass, late in the service of Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud and 
living in the Vuqueels’ Havelee, sends Sher Singh timely notice of all 
our intentions 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident, 


No 11.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, Huzara, from the 1st to the 6th April 1849. 

ist April 18/f.g — Srikote, Huzara — The battlements of Srikote are 
fast rising. I have formerly mentioned the necessity of re-estabhshing 
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this cjiBtle Nearly all the Jaghlrdars of this mountain (Gundgurh) 
went over to the Dooniois- Many of them are consequently In exile, 
separated from their old haunts only by the stream of the Indus Miny 
of the people of the mountain who were disposed to be loyal were deluded 
by the belief that the Bntlsh star had set^ and were led to appropnatc 
or to concenl for the traitors, or to purchase of them Government 
or my pnvate property All these persons are naturally alarmed at the 
re-establishmeni of British authonty and must long remain more or less 
disposable In the bands of the more flagrant offenders The charge of 
Gundgurh therefore becomes weighty because the population of this 
mountain arc the bravest in Huzara the name li connected with signal 
defeats of former Governments, and it Is now for the first time during 
many years unchecked by the proximity of troops m Qatur the nearest 
cantonment bang Rawul Pindi distant 45 miles I thought the re- 
establishment of Snkote under these arcumstances indispensable to the 
tranquillity of the district, and I am glad to find that Captain Nicholson 
concurs in this opinion My expenment last year of doing without this 
fort was successful but under very different circumstances A 
Urge field force was at Husun Ubda! another at Huzara The 
TurLhaiiees had had their old Jaghirs restored the land tax had been 
lightened all were anxious for the continuance of the existing rule 
which protected them from Native tyranny Such Is even now the 
popular feehog but there are many exceptions from it Even these will, 

I hope, soon cease to exist But the process must be gradual Mean- 
while the means of compelUng obedience are absolutely necessary to 
tranquillity My great difficulty consists in procuring drafts for the 
gamions from our provinces i have none at present, and I think th*t 
the greater part should be of this character Laeutenanl Robinson of 
Engineers arrived this evening from Peshawur to complete the boundary 
survey intermpted by the late Insurrection 

jnd April jS^p — SitkoU — The works of the fort are going ofl 
rapidly The day has been spent as usual m answering unees and In 
kucherry duties 

yr</, ^/i, yM, 6ih Apjil — SrskoU — Occupied as on the preceding 
day I Icam from Attock of the arrival there of Major Mackeson, Agent 
to the Governor General, on his return vtd Cashmere to the Provmccs* 
Also that individuals of the Peshawur troops cannot leave their lines 
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night wiihout danger of being murdered It is difficult to account for 
this m a distiict in whicli the British have hitheito been popular 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assisioiit Resident. 


No. 12 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, Huzara, from the 14tb to tbe 24tb Apidl 1849. 

x^lh Aptil iSp.g — Sn/colc, Huania — Captain Holmes of the 
Irregular Cavahy stationed at Rawalpindi passed through Srikote 
jesterday toward the central parts of the district to seek for a site for a 
bungalow and a fitting situation fora sanitarium, flie subject occasions 
me some uneasiness Hu7ara is at present ruled without force, by the 
reverence of the people for the Biitish Government But the whole 
population is armed, and thcaiia^^ is estimated at 30,000. Some of the 
mountains, as those of Gundgurh, the Kurrall and Dhoond country, are 
very strong and have cost the Sikhs much blood and treasuie to bung 
into subjection, and under the Sikiis, in spite of a system of pillage the 
most shameful, this district was always a heavy burthen to the State A 
hope of effecting a change has now dawned The rents are lightened, 
the extortion has ceased, the countiy is flourishing and the people are 
contented and happy In a few years they may foiget entirely the old 
system of an appeal to aims, and eveiy year the expense of Government 
will grow lighter But the people are exclusively Muhammadans, not 
bigoted, but sincerely pious As such they are sensitive of any intrusion 
upon their privacy, or of any open violations of the law of then Prophet 
There are amongst them lawless and faithless men ; but a blackguard is 
a phenomenon quite unknown 1 heir hatred to the Sikhs was based 
upon religious enthusiasm, their horror of idol worship, of eaters of the 
unclean beast and drinkers of forbidden wine But the Sikhs in thpir 
indulgence seldom exhibit those spectacles which are to be seen in the 
neighbourhood of a British barrack They were gentlemen in their 
cups, merry, talkative and boastful , but not absolute swine. 

If, before obedience and order have grown into a habit in Huzara, 
the people are brought into close contact with our camps and barracks — 
to see theie outdone every abomination which they had abhorred in their 
Sikh masters — it is scarcely possible that their respect for us should 
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remain unshaken and thus an effective and economic engine of Govern- 
ment were lost 

Moreover it Is unfortunately too certain that a system does more 
or less obtain amongst even British officers of making up deficiencies in 
the vernacular by physical eloquence The same persons cannot be 
taught to exercise ordinary precaution and will wander over the wild 
est mounlalnfl and amongst an armed population, who have had little 
acquaintance with law, unarmed and unattended. If it be remembered 
that the apprehension of a murderer m those mountains Is quite irapossi 
ble that the people cannot understand the importance of any person 
who travels lightly attended that they have time out of mind been their 
own avengers that they are excessively jealous of their women so that 
they will take arms to prevent the occupation of ground overlooking 
their habitations —I think It will be allowed that the sudden occupahon 
of the Huxara and Dhoond mountains by British officers were an 
experiment attended with much nsk 

The eacfednesa attaching generally throughout our own provinces 
to the life of Bntish olficerB is one of the secrets by which our empire 
is maintained and should be upheld by every means In the power of the 
Government. But if unlimited opportunity Is afforded an armed popu 
lation to retaliate by bloodshed affronts offered to their pera ns or 
thcir*prcjudiccs and if we be found powerless to avenge such murders, 
it Is quite impossible that this sacredneas should be maintained. 

Notwithstanding the present submission of the tribes of this district 
to Bntish authority, the whole have recently been m arms and fighting 
successfully against the garrisoDS which bad controlled the country 
For although those gamsons were Inducted by me when first I brought 
the mountain districts into subjection yet so implicit was my confidence 
in Chuttur Singh as Nazim of Heraut (stc) until I got an msigbt 

Into his secret proceedings that I had left the whole patronage of the 
district in his hands and thus every fort was govcnied by his creatures 
and one and all declared for him when he threw off the mask, and as 
the war might have become formidable could the Sikhs have retired upon 
Huzara as upon a country of which th^y hold the reins the mountaineers 
were ordered by me to blockade the forts and the garrisons, hopeless of 
of succor evacuated them. 



DIARIES OE CAPTAIN J ABBOTT, 184^ 289 

An attempt was made under the Sikh Government to disarm 
the people But the task was not easy of accomplishment. The 
defenceless pl?iins and valle3^s were depiived of their arms, and thus 
placed at the mere}’’ of the mountaineers, but the latter retained a 
sufficient numbei to render them still very formidable to a weak Govei n- 
ment, and their stock is now being replenished by the attempt made in 
the Rawul Pindi district to seize the arms of the inhabitants, causing the 
latter to send their arms by thousands to the mountains for sale there at 
a fourth of their value 

It may nevertheless, I think, be possible gradually to disarm the 
mountaineers, when they have full assurance that arms are no longer 
necessary' foi the protection of their rights, but this supposes an atten- 
tion to that law of gradual progression by which order and peace are 
produced in the natural as in the moral world ; and the avoidance of 
those sudden changes which invariably produce confusion and mischief 
in either 

If these arguments be deemed of weight, I would suggest attention 
to the table mountain of Nurr, overhanging the Jelum at the south of 
the mountain formation It must be, I think, 6,000 feet higher than the 
sea’s level,, has abundance of water, pf space, and of fir timber, and is, 
so fai as I can learn, free from the fevers which hang about almost all 
the mountain summits of Huzara It is about 40 miles east by north 
of Rawul Pindi, is crested with snow m winter and attained by a single 
gradual ascent from the plains 

The Kurrore mountain is of far less altitude, and I should doubt 
its being free from fever during the monsoon It were, however, at 
other seasons an excellent sanitarium for those who could not reach 
Nun, Its distance from Rawul Pindi not exceeding 20 miles I think, 
however, that both Europeans and Natives will be more healthy can- 
toned in the plains than m the mountains, resorting to the sanitaria 
only foi occasional change of air 

Nurr and Kurrore being on the skirts of the mountain districts 
are less objectionable as regards the people of Huzara than other sites 
They bring the army in contact only with a single and distant tribe, 
the Suttees, who have no sympathy with their neighbours. 
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If my arguments are deemed Inauffident, there can be no doubt 
that the sites to be preferred are the spurs from the enormous moun 
tains of Mccan Jam ke ChokJ and Moochpoora, summits which must, I 
think, be nearly I o/XXD feet m altitude. They are In the very midst of 
the wild Country of the Dhoonda, an uncertain and warlike people and 
cut off from the plains and from the valley by vast tracts of the most 
rugged mountains 

The mountains of the Khaunpoor district adjacent to Rawul Pmdi 
are all more or less Infected with fever, during and after the monsoon 

Whatever may be the decision of Government, my best efforts will 
be made to give It effect, but I have deemed it my duty to record what 
appear to me objections and difficulties adding that, whatever two or 
three year* hence may be the nature of our position In the Punjaub 
any disaffection of the people of Huzara in the interim seems to me 
a contingency which it were worth some sacrifice to avoid and my 
belief that, if the people can for that term be rendered as happy as at 
present they are, a confidence in our Government will be begotten, 
which will resist even the spectacle of reehng drunkards and our 
addiction to the Oesh of the unclean beast 

I went to-day on foot In pursuit of a tiger which has been doing 
damage In a neighbouring village but after a bard days toil returned 
unsuccessful 

ry/A, j6th, iph j8lh and ipth April i8^^~SrikoU — The fort of 
Srlkote Is not yet quite finished my days are occupied as usual My 
correspondence is finished by daybreak After breakfast I hear and 
answer urzecs until noon when kucheiry is opened and lasts until sunset 

20 ih Apiil — Snkote — Went after another tiger which had taken 
refuge m a cave, from which 1 found it impossible to dislodge him, having 
no fireworks at hand The dogs went in but could not attract his attcntloo 
I fired m and hit him but as he could not be seen by looking into the 
cave I was obliged at last Very reluctantly to light a fire In the mouth 
This as I feared did not bnw him ouU He was stifled by the smoke. 

2Jsf 22iid Employed os on other days— 

in the morning in hearing and answering urzecs and wntlng orders to 
the Kardars, and from noon to sunset In fcucheny duties A wild 
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report lias i cached Huzaia and caused some stir amongst the disaffected. 
It wab sent me fiom Moozufiuiabad, and stales that His Highne'^s 
of Cashmere has taken alaim at oui supposed designs and is secretly 
collecting an army foi hostile purposes and sounding the neigh- 
bounng chiefs as to then disposition to side with him. I enquiied of 
the Jumboo Vuqucel in m3' camp whcthei there be any stir in Cashmere. 
He leplied that a neighbouring Prince, whose territories adjoin Gilgit, 
had shown hostile dispositions and that the Mahaiaja has assembled a 
foice to ovcraw'e him Ido not w'holly shut my eais to such reports, 
because it is just possible that the investigations of the Mooltan affair 
maj' have elicited evidence alarming to His Highness of Jumboo I can 
imagine no other circumstance capable of shaking his friendly disposition 
at this season, and I conceive him far too wary to have committed him- 
self by any tangible demonstration. 

Apitl iS^g — Siikotc — Engaged from morning until sunset m 
overhauling the accounts of the last eight months, wdiich the flight of the 
accountant some months ago had thrown bade My dak is entirely cut 
off and I have no lettei for about ten days 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

The want of paper has caused me to write as little as possible 
from some time past I have now received a supply 


No 13 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, Huzara, from the 25th to the 30th April 1849. 

25th Apiil i8if.g — Siikoie — Finding that much excitement was 
occasioned by the presence of Goolam Khan, Chief of Huzara proper, 
at Hurkishengurh, where the want of drilled troops is ill-supphed by 
armed peasants who sympathize with prisoners of their own family and 
religion, I took opportunity of the acquiescence of the Officer Com- 
manding m Atrock to anticipate the permission of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir H M Lawrence and of the Officer Commanding at Rawal Pindi to 
lodge that Chief in the fortress of Attock. begging that he might be 
subjected to no hardship save such as safe custody renders inevitable 
In fact the Vuqueel of Jehandad Khan was speaking openly of 
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persoadiGg hU master to make an effort to release Goolam Khan his 
friend, bj force, and by a singular coincidence, which may have been 
more than accidental, Jehandad Khan entered Huzara uith a consider 
able body of horse and foot the very day of Goolam Khan s removal, hii 
plea being attendance at a marriage of one of his followers I have 
rebuted him for taking such a liberty without Brst asking permifsion. 1 
was kept a whole daj In suspense as to his designs, but roy party 
reached Attock with their prisoner unmolested Engaged from morn- 
ing to night with the public accounts of the last eight months 

26th April j 8^^ — Snkoit — Engaged until noon with the accounts, 
after which kucherry untD sunset. 

2^th April — Ghasi Kurtt — Marched to Ghazi in progress to Dar 
chith, where I am building a castle upon the estate of Goolam Moby 
ooddecn Tarkhoilee, one of the self exiled conspirators My purpose 
is to ascertain where chokus will be necessary to keep in order the 
mountain of Gundgurb and also to ecqume a thorough acquaintance 
with those localities which I have not heretofore visited m order to 
act without embarraasment In case a hostile visit be necessary I have 
deferred this hitherto in order to carry on the all important repaira of 
the fort of Snkote. After noon held kucherry 

28A April — Kum DarchiUu — Marched to DarchiUi by the Bhong 
Durrah ascending by one of the most formidable approaches in the 
world, where one hundred good matchlocks might destroy the largest 
army of invaders There is nothing so strong as this ascent on the 
Snkote side. Nsra is nothing in comparison Found the worts of the 
castle pretty well advanced in spite of the distance of the water and of 
the stones used In construction It is a most essential post commanding 
most of the strongholds of the Tarkbailee dan. At noon ascend^ 

Than the prinapal summit of Guadgurh, distant about seven mJI« and 
returned by sunset This summit la of blue niountam limestone rising 
out of a ndge of argillaceous schist permeated with veins of quartz, 
lime and mica It possesses no water The plunge on either side is 
extraordinary A rifle ball might hit Its mark in the plain bdow My 
thermometer is not very trustworthy but I believe 3 600 feet is nearly 
the true altitude above the sea level Peer Than la the key to all the 
southern half of Gundgurh, the villages bang sited upon its spurs. My 
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visit was necessarily brief, but suflicicnt I Uust to put me in possession 
of the features foi military purposes. 

2gih Apul — Glmzi — Marched back to Gha7i held kucheny 

after noon 

^oth April— Toibaila, Ilitcaia — Mai died to Toibaila, where I am 
rebuilding the castle upon a small scale I was obliged to destioy it 
uhen the Sikhs were in lebelhon lest it should fall into then hands 
Right opposite, the self-exiled traitors of Hnzaia have taken up their 
abode, and a castle is the chcapcbt means of checking their incursions. 
Indeed Torbaila can ncvci be left safely \\ ilhout gai i ison as all the armed 
population beyond the iivcr are lawless. The benefit of a fort over 
a cantonment is that the formei costs ycaily about the fifth pait of the 
latter , in some cases not more tlian a tenth. Klian-i-Zcman Khan is 
at Khubul, and I see him tlnough m3' telescope returning towaid his 
retreat of Sitana He visited Khubul to biibc tlic people there to aid 
him in burning tlie crops in Hu/ara and Chuch by sending incendiaries 
across the Indus nightly upon inflated skins I shall urge Major 
Lawrence to rc-occupy the fort of Pihoor, which commands the supplies 
of all the villages on the western bank of the river 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident, 


No 14.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Deputy Com- 
missioner, Huzara, from the 1st to the 9th May 1849. 

ist, 2nd and ^rd May 18/f.g — Torbaila, Huzara — Heavy ram these 
thiee days, which have rendered marching impossible During the 
ram I have been occupied with the accounts of the last eight months, 
some of which are still delayed owing to the confusion occasioned by 
the flight of the accountant When the ram ceases kucherry is opened 
to all who have complaints to prefer The fort of this place I was 
obliged to destroy after its surrender to prevent Chuttur Singh occupying 
it with a garrison as it could not have stood a regular siege I am now 
rebuilding it upon a much smaller scale, a mere castle m fact capable of 
holding the police chokte necessary at a point where the district comes 
in contact with the lawless tribes of the Mahabunn. There was 
formerly a garrison of too matchlocks here But I believe 25 will 
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now suffice and they may be reduced hereafter The outlaws from 
Huxara have been parading on the further bank of the Indus, strjTiDg 
to persuade the Wild tribea to join them But I have threatened these 
tnbea with the eatabUshment of auch reatnetiona as will render life a 
burthen to them if they aid the rebels 

^ih May i8^^ — SoJiaubt —1 marched this morning about five railea 
up the Indus to ace whether the old choku at the Towie ferry would 
need re-eaUblishment I then amick off to the eastward by south and 
camped at Sohauhi, an undulating tract at the foot of the Sarde 
Mountain Held kucherry as usual 

y/A Mat — Htonpoor — Returned to-day to Hunipoor afler ao 
absence of ii months some of the moat anxious of ray life. The 
country is in great beauty, the crops half npe waving richly ovcrplam 
and valley and contrasting strongly with the stenle mountains which 
shoot up as mere rocks all around. Yet those fertile tracts have been 
an eyesore to me for many monlbs and the ruggedness of those moun 
tains has been beauty m ray eyes, 1 passed tbe fort of Barookote, 
which like that of Torballa I was obliged on its surrender to deairoyi 
for the same reason I had formerly here a gurrisoo of 6o Fifteen 
will now be sufificient and the fort need not be rebuilt. The heavy rain 
although unseasonable has done llitle Injury the season is one of the 
most abundant that has been known and even the. ravages of the Doora 
nls have In many places been partly recovered by a second crop from 
the old roots At Humpoor the Sikhs destroyed all the barracks 1 bad 
built, unroofed the jail and two of the towers of the town But 
most of the Khuttrees shops remain The fort has not been 
Injured It is a stout little place. With my property end that of 
Lieutenant Robinson at Hurripoor were some Government instruments 
which were taken (when the Sikhs plundered my bungalow) by Buksble 
Ruttnn Singh, Chuttur SiQgb * Vuquccl I presume he might be made 
to surrender them Held kucherry as usual 

6ih, ^Ih, 8lh Und pih Mat — HurHpeor — I rise daily before day 
break, close my dak packet by sunrise, ride out, breakfast bear and 
answer nrxees until noon and then hold kucherry until snnset The 
examination and amalgamation of the accounts alone break in upon the 
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regularity of this routine The daks continue to be very irregular, letters 
m some cases from Lahore being 14 days on the road 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

DepxUy Commissioner. 


No. 15 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Deputy Com- 
missioner, Huzara, from the lltb to the 26th May 
1849 

iith to i8th May i8/f.g — Hiirrxpoc.r, Husaia — Nothing unusual has 
occurred in this period My daily occupations are little varied Much 
time IS absorbed in the correction of the accounts, which from three 
different quarters^ I have found full of errors, not indeed of serious 
moment, but which if not corrected might render the accounts hereafter 
unintelligible It will not appear astonishing that there should be 
such errors, but rather that any accounts whatever could be kept under 
the difficulties encountered There being three different rupees m 
circulation, the chances of error are three-fold From ii a m. until 
sunset daily I hold kucherry During the late uproar several instances 
of assassination occurred amongst the mountains, the investigation of 
which IS attended with difficulty. 

igih to 26th May — I have no particular events to record. Lieuten- 
ant Robinson came m for two days to correct his portion of the 
accounts and again left Hurnpoor to resume his survey operations 
in the mountains I am detained here although anxious to visit 
the Kurral Mountains, because there is no other officer at hand to keep 
a check upon the movements of the outlaws beyond the Indus So soon 
as Captain Nicholson returns to this neighbourhood, I purpose making 
a tour of the district to settle cases not easily decided at a distance It 
would be my wish to be thus constantly in motion, because the sum- 
moning of evidence from a distance during sowing time and harvest, 
which occur twice every year, causes much distress to the people, and 
many cases are tediously deferred from the obvious injustice of making 
many suffer for the benefit of one During the past week, I have held 
kucheny daily I am still in ignorance as to the exact arrangements 
purposed by the Board for the Military Police of Huzara. 

P S — I have to apologise for the length of period since my last 
Journal. 
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No 16.— Diary of Oaptaln Jameg Abbott, Deputy Oom 
mlBsloner, Husara, &om the 9th to the 16th June 
1840 

p/A Junt l 8 ^g — Hurripoor fJusara — Whilst waiting for lostrac 
Uona regarding the formation of tbc Huzara Corps, I have determined 
to make s short tour of the diatnet as the near approach of the rains 
will soon render this very inconvenient I shall therefore start to- 
morrow morning Held kucherry from ii until sunset the early 
morning being devoted to the accounts which I have just received back 
from Lieutenant Robinson and to hcanog and answering urzeca 

lothjunt — Rujjoota — Marched this morning to Rujjooia, 19 miles. 
Held Kucherry in the afternoon until sunset 

77/A June — Rujjoota — Halted to hear cases employed before noon 
In making up the accounts in heanng and answering urzccs and from 
noon until annset in hearing and deciding cases 

I2ih Jutu — Sara NuUau — Marched up the mountain to Nan 
NulUle not the Nara of Gundgurb TTiis is mj first visit to Nara, which 
IS a table mountain of day slate and limestone one of the remote spurs 
of Meean Jani ke Chobl It is by my measurement about 5 000 feet 
higher than the sea but my thennometer Is rather incorrectly graduated 
The climate is healthfal and agreeable but the scenery is bare and 
wretched as 13 the case with most of the Huzara mountains Sbirwaun, 
Donna, Srikote, Sn Bungh Man Jannoo Muh. Held kucherry from 
noon until sunset 

7ytA Juni—Mfra Numlt — Marched to Myra NumlJ a most ffltigu 
fog march over rugged and lofty mountains distance about 20 mile* 
The BCCDcry greatly improves half way when the rugged predpice* of 
naked limestone arc exchanged for gentler accllvides wooded with firs 
oak yew, a tree called mwtaoo resembling the elm, walnut, cedar, 
holly, sycamore and other trees and shrubs which delight an eye worn 
out with the aspect of the arid rocks that sentinel Huzara Myra 
Numb are villages at the foot of mount Meean Jam ke Choki the lofti 
eat mountain In the district, which I have never before found leisure 
or opportunity to visit but which I consider it my duty to ascend ere 
I send In the sketch map called for The arrival of the drafts for the 
new regiment prevented me from starting earlier Myra Nurali has a 
araall fort with a few police to man IL Although the elevation must be 
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nearly 7,000 feet, the temperatuie is scarcely pleasant, the valley being 
shut m by the ridge connecting the mountains Meean Jam ke Choki 
and Moochpoora Held kucherry on the arrival after noon of my 
Moonshees. 

iph June 184.^ — Mount Meean Jani ke Choki — Climbed to the 
summit of Meean Jam ke Choki, about 3,000 feet The summit is of 
compact dark grey sandstone stratified The spurs are of limestone and 
clay slate. This aspect of the mountain is rather bare, but the northern 
side has a thick Forest of cedar, fir, oak, sycamore, the latter of gieat 
size and beauty, horse chestnut, rousse, here called home, and other 
trees The altitude by my thermometer is 10,000 feet, which is 
exactly what I guessed it to be, viewing it two years ago from a distance. 
It overlooks the whole of Huzara. The view is very fine But these 
mountains want the peculiar charm of those about Simla, vis , an ever- 
blooming flora, an abundance of sparkling streams and interminable 
dells, which the eye is never weary of pursuing I find the map 
constructed upon bearings and conjecture, without a visit to the mam 
feature, essentially defective, and am glad I did not send it in previous 
to this visit The air upon such a mountain cannot fail to be pure 
The moon, which is diminished to a third of her full disc, appeared as 
distinct in the heavens at midday as at night. The water upon this 
mountain is not very abundant I and my party drank the snow which 
was found in ravines on the northern side The temperature disap- 
pointed me, being upwards of 80° in the shade The air was pleasant 
and the sun, excepting for its glare, not offensive. I consider this 
mountain inferior to the Dhoond mountains as a locality for a sanitarium, 
being less accessible, more scantily furnished with water near the 
summit and affording fewer easy acclivities I have elsewhere recorded 
what appear to me objections to the establishment of sanitaria within 
the mountains of this district for at least two years to come. Should 
these be overruled, I think the most suitable site will be found near the 
summit of a ridge which, commencing with Mount Murri, extends to 
Gurrial Gulli above Fort Charian The northern aspect will, I think, 
be preferred This ridge is crested with a species of cedar called 
paloodur, bearing the foliage of the yew and affording timber equal, 
if not superior, to that of the larch. At about 500 feet from the 
summit the ground slopes easily so as to be often susceptible of culture 

38 
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without terracing The sides have a forest more or less thick of fir, 
pear trees, oak, etc Water Is generally abundant immediately beneath 
the steeper acclivity of the summit The ndge belongs to the Dhoond 
country and la approachable from Rawul Pindi, either viA Phoolgraon 
and Dunna or by Cbanan. By Bunna the first march from Phoolgraon 
carries the traveller to Dunna elevated about ooo feet, the second 
short march to Mount Mum The ridge must be from 7 3 

feel high Snow lies very heavily for about four months It fell when 
I was camped there with a Sikh force for four consecutive days, 
Without Intennlssjon, commencing 25th November 

It has been the custom of the Dhoonds, Kurralls and Suttees to 
nse upon the garrisons of their country at every moment of visible weak 
ness of the Government. On the last occasion they merely obeyed 
my order In naing But the {>eoplc are treacherous amongst themselves 
and the most dastardly assasaloations are common I cannot therefore 
think that whilst the Punjab is liable to commohons It were prudent to 
entangle our sick amongst these mountains or to encourage officers 
to build there Mount Nurr is contiguous to the plains. The Suttees, 
its inhabitants have no sympathy with their neighbours, and a small 
detachment would always suffice to make the place secure during the 
absence of our troops from the neighbourhood But amongst the 
Dhoond mountains the population is more numerous, the retreat more 
difficult the Isolation from succor or eupphes easily effected by the 
people, by aeizure of the passes outward Retreat at the commcnce- 
woiAd betray ao^ certalBiy cause a 

nslng and unless the force there were considerable Its danger might 
be great. The great tragedy at Cabul commenced with the murder 
of individuals, who with the fearlessness of Britons would wonder 
unguarded amongst an armed population. The perfect impunity attend 
Ing these acts lu most instances led the people to regard a general 
massacre as a thing quite feasible. The sacredness attaching to British 
Ufe m India was never established in Afghanistan for want of the 
commonest prudence Yet we bad not been many days in that country 
without discovenog that the people thirsted for our blood. I would 
not dishonor the Dhoonds by comparing them with Afghauns who 
are the lowest of mankind upon the moral scale. On the contrary» 
their feelings toward us at present arc most friendly That they may 
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never be otbeiwise, I would avoid tempting men so lawless beyond 
due bounds On descending fiom the mountain the day was too far 
advanced to hold kucherry 

Marched down the Dohr rivulet to Dumtour, and fiom thence to 
Nowa Shihr which, though of considerable elevation, has a hot wind 
A Pei Stan note, purpmting to be fiom Ahmed Khan Sahib, having a few 
woids of English scrawled upon it, amongst which was the name of Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton, begged me to report the arrival of that officer in 
Huz.aia foi the information of His Highness the Maharaja of Cashmere 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

( 

Deputy Commissioner 

No 17 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Deputy Com- 
missioner, Huzara, from the 16tb to the 26th June 
1849 

i6ih June 18 — Nowa Shihr, Hiizaia — Halted to hear causes; 
held kucherry from ham until sunset , engaged previously m hearing 
and answ'ering ui zees A Persian lettei was bi ought me to-day pur- 
porting to be irom Ahmed Khan Sahib (quasi Hamilton), stating that he 
had at rived fiom Cashmere with a guard which he was about to leave at 
Mahugul that he might pi oceed straight onward to Peshawui through 
Tunnole A letter from His Highness the Mahaiaja of Cashmere 
accompanied addrest to his Vuqueel and saying that the Sahib Bahadoor 
had been some time in Cashmere and was anxious to visit Abbott Sahib 
Upon the boideis of the fiist letter were sciawled “ Lieutenant Hamilton 
proceeding to join his legiment at Peshawur , soiry I can’t see you on 
the road You must tell Molraj that I have arrived safely ” The words 
were ill-spelt and the whole letter appealed to be anything rather 
than the production of a gentleman However I thought it might possibly 
be some heedless, half-educated young fellow who might get into trouble 
from Ignorance of habits of the people, so I sent him a purwana 
for a guard to accompany him to Attock and addrest a note to Lieutenant 
Hamilton hoping for the pleasure of his company should he pass my 
tent At night I heard that he had pioceeded on his way through 
Tunnole, but could learn no paiticulais of his conduct 

lytlijune — Mahugul — Last night I was wakened by my servant, 
who informed me that a Sahib was standing without, I dressed and went 
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forth and Invited him Into my sleeping tent whilst another was being 
pitched for his reception He was a vulgar looldng young man of two or 

three and twenty with light down upon his chin, a dirty towel wound 
around his head for turban and a suit of clothes of the black pultoo of 
Cashmere. He wore no shirt Hia manners were of the lowest order 
of the barrack room, but he steadily affirmed that he was Lieutenant 
Hamilton of the 24th Native Infantry proceeding to join his regiment at 
Peshawur I was perplext how to act Having invited him to be my guest 
I could not refuse him ordinary civility yet It was Impossible to avoid 
the suspicion that a deserter from one of our regiments or a travelling 
apothecary sat before me. Thia morning 1 remained on the ground to 
oSer him breakfast and put him through a cross-examination so far as I 
pohtcly could He took a long lime to consider ere he answered the 
most ordinary question, said that he had been ordered to join General 
Gilberts force at Peshawur had been up with two companies to Kangra 
and from thence had made bis way through Cashmere had met Major 
Mackesoo at Cashmere was sure his Corps the 34tb, was at Peshawur 
that the Colonel s name was Robertson Unfortunately I had no Army 
List to refer to His manner at breakfast was In keeping with bis 
conversation He handled his knife like a bayonet, preferred a fork of 
steel for eating sardines and rice and drank his tea from the saucer 
But buspiduus as were all these circumstances 1 did not think myself 
justified In arresting or treating him discourteously without absolute 
proofs of ungentlemanly conduct. Finding that he purposed to cross 
the burmng plains of Qatur and Cbucb afoot I sent him a pony but 
had scarcely done bo ere It occurred to me that if a deserter lids might 
fadlitate his escape- On amving here where he spent a day, I find that 
hla conduct at Cashmere was onything but decorous that he avoided 
Major Mackeson and lived upon His Highness the Maharaja whom he 
cnllfl familiarly Molraj that his dress and cooking pots are the gifts 
of His Highness who was at last obliged to beg him to be gone. I 
have therefore written to Peshawur and to Captain Nicholson to ascertain 
if there be such a Lieutenant Hamilton In 24th N I and if not to take 
precautions for his apprehension- I held kucherry to-day as usual on 
the arrival of my establishments Mahugpil, although loiver than Nowa 
Shihr Is cooler owing to the hot wind from Huiara fwhl h rolls up 
the valley of the Dohr to the latter) being here shut out by the huge 
table mountain of Tunnole. 
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18th June i8^p — Mansera — Marched to Mansera, where there is 
a rather large fort Here the Sikhs under Colonel Bhoop Singh, one of 
the best and most worthy of the Sikh officers, yet deeply implicated 
in the late conspiracy, long held then camp, not having courage to 
attempt to force the pass outward wheie Lieutenant Robinson was posted 
with some thousands of matchlockmen The pass is a footpath winding 
for miles over the tails of spurs from the huge mountains of Beeiungulli 
and occasionally plunging into and emerging from deep ravines Such 
a pass may be forced by an intrepid and cool body of Regular troops, 
and our matchlockmen gave little promise of offering a very resolute 
resistance But it is ground peculiarly adapted to aimed peasantry 
who have a thousand means ot retreat if repulsed, and who under other 
circumstances can never be persuaded to stand ; and as such I had 
at once selected it in preference to the Dumtour and Sulhud passes 
which the people of the country deem stronger and which have a more 
formidable look The flank of a column threading this pass is exposed 
throughout its extent to the fire of an active enem>, and every spur must 
first be earned and occupied ere the column can pass in safety The 
Sikhs held their camp at Manseia with little molestation excepting that 
their supplies were straitened Lieutenant Robinson could not peisuade 
his matchlockmen to venture within musket range. Had not Jhundur 
Singh, however, been sent to Huzaia, the force would have laid down its 
arms and the rebellion would have been quashed Ihisweleaint fiom 
the inieicepted letters of then officers. I held kucherry to-day as 
usual 

ipih June — Shmkiari — Marched to Shinkian at the head of the 
Pukli valley Owing in the first place to my absence fiorn Huzara whilst 
settling the boundary and afterwards to the rebellion it is long since I 
had visited Pukli The whole surface of the country has been altered 
by culture and not a square yard of fallow or culturable soil remains 
unoccupied Such is the effect of security Thousands of emigrants have 
returned and there is a continual strife for land which has lain 
neglected for years Held kucherry as usual 

20th June — Slnnkiart — Halted to try causes and settle disputes 
Much oppression takes place m the Bogurmungh valley, where I have 
-no fort. The people who suffer dare not for their lives complain I hope 
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to amend this by coming to live In this neighbourhood for 'feeveral 
months in theycar and by making constant visits to the valley Employed 
dnnng the forenoon with the accounts and from ii a u until sunset in 
holding kucherry The first storm of the monsoon occurred last night 
2jsl June i 8 ^g — Meutsera — Another and heavier storm this 
evening These storms give promise of a regular fall of rain, which the 
country has not enjoyed at the right season for several years marched 
back to day to Mansera. I have been cndcavounng for Bomfe months to 
supply timber to Peshawur But although there is abnndan :e In PuklJ 
the nver Sirun will not admit of their passage downward fo;‘ a space of 
about IS miles and the portage I? so narrow, difficult and thiE^ycroas that 
only the smallest petfters can be conveyed thereby I l&ve ordered a 
better road to be opened as I doubt not the supply {rpaHhls district of 
timber to Peshawur will be deemed a matter of ^nAlArable moment by 
the Government It la at present matter 'of the utmost difficulty to 
procure a tunber In Hurara at Hurrlpoor The Dohr rivulet will 
waft them down but a short distance, both the Dohr and the Hurrob 
being exhausted by the canals of fmgatlon I held kucherry as usual 
22nd Jum^Manun — Halted here to hear causes Last night my 
tents were blown away m the third storm Occupied In the forenoon 
with the accounts and from noon until sunset in kucherry 

2^rd June — Mahtigitl — Marched back to Mahugul where a letter 
from the Kardar of Khaunpoor met me announcing that Raja Hydor 
Bukah Khan, Gukka, was in open rebellion in the Khaunpoor mountains- 
I hope that it is a mere dispute between the Raja and the Kardar 
nevertheless very small openings of mischief arc not to be neglected m 
Huxara which resembles nothing so much as a powder magazine- 1 
therefore after a short kucherry marched on to Nowa Shibr and settled 
some disputes there 

24ih June — —Marched to Cbumba , engaged during the 
forenoon in hearing and answering urzees and afterwards until sunset 
In kucherry A storm in the evening 

25 thJum-^GooIUru—U\rcixed to Goolteric, the seat of Goolara 
Khnn Tcrecn, who Is a pns^ncr in Attock He Is a dever fellow, for 
he has persuaded the womenW his village to believe that he sacnficed 
himself for thar safety wherhas it is notorious that Dooranis entered 
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Huzara wholly on his invitation I had no idea that his place was so 
strong No Doorani army if opposed by a hundred matchlocks would 
venture to attack it, and he had 150 paid by me with unlimited promises 
of aid in case of attack. The old women of the place came in deputation 
to solicit his lelease. 

At Mahugul a note fiom the Kardar of Huzara complained of the 
conduct of Lieutenant Hamilton Sahib, Bahadoor, who had been indul- 
ging in a daily ration of two bottles of country anack, for which he 
would not pay, and had beaten several people without offence. 1 had 
previously warned the Kardar to inform Captain Nicholson should this 
person commit any irregularities, and Captain Nicholson on the Kardar’s 
complaint has sent a party to arrest him, having discovered that there is 
no Lieutenant Hamilton in the 24th N I. Here Raja Hydur Buksh, 
whom I had summoned, met me I shall, however, go on to Khaunpoor 
as there must be something essentially amiss either in the Raja’s or in 
the Kardar’s conduct. 

Held kucherry as usual ; was caught on the load by a heavy fall of 

rain 

26th June — Chnjjia . — Climbed the mountain to the little fort of 
Chujjia, 5,500 feet high, between two enormous rocks of blue mountain 
limestone, thinly sprinkled with shrubs belonging to the mountain called 
bn Bungh, which is of the same character, but probably 1,500 feet higher. 

Nothing can be more wretched than the mountain despite its pure 
air and genial temperature I have never before visited this castle, 
which I had built when first I settled the district. The post is important, 
overawing Goolterie and part of Khaunpoor. A note last night from 
Captain Nicholson informed me that he had secured Lieutenant Hamil- 
ton who upon the threat of rougher treatment had confest himself to be 
one Kielly from the DepOt of H M ’s 6ist Regiment at Jullundur anxious 
to rejoin his corps at Peshawur without incurring the penalties of deser- 
tion I must not forget to record that this man confirms the reports 
I had heard of His Highness of Jumboo having concealed the greater 
number of his guns on Captain Mackeson’s approach. He says that 
there are 600 guns at Cashmere 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Deputy Commtsstoner 
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I2lh June 1847 

359 


20 

13th June 1847 

19th June 1847 

362 


21 

aotli June 1847 

26thjuaci847 

3<53 


22 

a7th Jone 1847 

1 

3rd July 1847 

366 


33 

4th Jaly 1847 

10th July 1847 

368 


34 

1 nth July 1847 

' 17th July 1847 

370 


35 

1 8th July 1847 

a4lh July 1847 

373 


26 , 

25th July 1847 

3iBt July 1847 

374 


37 

iBt August 1847 

7th August 1847 

377 


28 

8th August 1847 

i4tb August 1847 1 

379 


39 

15th August 1847 

2 let August 1847 

381 


30 

22nd August 1847 

2Btb August 1847 

3S4 

The DUry 
Car * 9 ^ 

31 

5th September 1847 

nth September 1847 

386 

Augatt t» 
4th Sep* 





tciD her 1847 

33 

12th September 1847 

1 8lh September 1 847 

389 

U odtatuf. 

33 

19th September 1847 

25th September 1847 

393 


34 

26th beplember 1847 

2nd October 1847 

395 


35 

3rd October 1847 

9th October 1847 

i 

399 



309 


No. 


Period 


From 

To 

Page 


Rem \rks. 


36 loth October 1847 • 1 6th October 1847 401 The Diary 

for 17th to 

37 24th October 1847 ... 30th October 1847 4^5 

missing 

38 31st October 1847 Novembei 1847 408 

39 7tli November 1847 13th November 1847 411 

40 14th November 1847 20th November 1S47 414 

41 21st November 1847 27 th November 1847 417 

42 29th November 1847 S^h December 1847 4^8 The Diary 

for 6th to 

43 15th December 1847 i8th December 1847 420 ber^?l47™s 
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No. 1.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 24:th, to Saturday, the 30th January 1847. 

JauuatyjS/y — Aimed at Wu7cci.'\bad visited the eanip of 
Colonel Riittun Singh, wlio said that not more than too of Ins regiment 
had armed, and that it would be 26 days befoie all were picsent. 
He had heard a rumoui of Batla beyond the Indus. In llie evening a 
Jemadar, A7imooloollah Khan, late of the ^th Troop, 2nd Cavah}', now 
of the Go\ind Regiment, called on me, and fiom him I heard that his 
regiment would be complete in four dajs, and that more of Colonel 
Ruttun Singli’s icgiments were picsent Ilian icpicsentcd, also of the 
other Sikh Regiments, Colonel Mccr Jung Ah {sic), though the Colonel 
had not arrived, the Jemadar is anxious to accompany me to Peshawur. 

26ih, 2'ilh, 2Slh Jaiiuaty. — Nothing Mai died to Goojrat on the 
27th , heavy rain Marched to Khairian , ram received a petition fiom 
certain villagers that Moortazah Shah had fined them Rs. 50 for a 
robbery on some traders and othcrwusc ill-treated them. 

2plh Jaiiuaty, — Arrived at Jhelum ; received several petitions : for- 
w'arded them to Lahore 

jolh Jaiiuaiy. — Ai rived at Ruttian, distant four coss fiom Rhotas, 
which I visited loiitc Goman, zemindar ofKokur, brought a petition 
against Wuzeer Mungul Singh of having fined him Rs i,ooS, which 
petition he had submitted to the Resident, Lahore, who refeired to Fakeer 
Churaghooddeen, w'ho passed an order that Missar Roop Lai, Kardar 
of Rhotas, should investigate it , he declining to do so, petitioner has 
come to me I have leferred him back to Roop Lai, and then to 
Lahore, should he still decline obeying orders 


Geo Sr P LAWRENCE, Major, 

Principal Assl. to the Agent, G -G , N -IV F , 

in pi ogi ess to Peshawur, 
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No 2.— Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, Northwest Frontier, at Peshawiir, from 
Sunday the 81st January, to Saturday, the 6th Feb- 
ruary 1847 

^isi January — Marched to Dhirmak. Heavy rain all night 

lii Ftbruary — Marched to Mlmitwalla. Sirdar Chultur Singh 
looks as If he had been and is very 111 Told him that it was said that his 
son Sirdar Outar Singh at Peshawur oppressed the people he replied 
that orders would be sent that all my wishes should be attended ta 
Mr Apothecary Thompson prescribed for him The Sirdar presented 
Rs 6oo, ahorse and sundry traya of shawls etc. Heavy rain all night. 

and ftbruary — Marched to Rawul Pindee, consulted with Dewan 
Jowala Sahai and by his advice wrote to certain letnindars to come m 
and meet us sent the letters accordingly have agreed to halt four or five 
days 

“Messrs. Agnew and Lumsden arrived at iiJajj 
from Huiara , they represent that the people are all vnlhng to tender 
alliance to Maharajah Golab Smgb on bis guaranteeing to them 
what they held m the time of Sirdar Hurrec Singh Held a long 
consultation with Dewan Jowala Sahai who agrees to give sunnuds on 
behalf of hi8 master Golab Siugb, to all who will come In, guaranteeing 
their jageers and n/iasul as held m Hurrec Singh’s time. The brother 
of Amcen Khan chief of Pucklcy came in with the gentlemen with 
whom he had done good service, and was Introduced to the Dewan, 
who promised all be asked. General Kahn Singh s troops arc to amsc 
on the 5 th 

February — A long consultation with the Dewan, who ga\x In 
our presence the Maharajahs sunnud for Aroeen Khan to his brother 
who took his mksut to shew it quickly to the Hill people as a proof 
that the Dewan was empowered satlsfaclonly to arrange their affairs. 
We hope much from this 

^th February — General Kobn Singh s troops arrived this morning 
The General with Sirdar Golab Singh, Allanwalla, and the Comroan 
dants and Staff of Corps paid me a \lsU I told them that Ueutcuant 
Lumsden had reported roost favorably of their good scrvdcc, which should 
be made known at Lahore where c\cry endeavor was being made for the 
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good of llic old soldiers of ihc Stale, etc ; that they must exert tliemselves 
to pul down the system of plundciing the villages, etc. They left 
seemingly well pleased ; I am to see them on parade to-moriow. Held 
n long consultation with Dewan Jow'ala Sahai. Gama Khan of Tomair 
and the Suttee /cmindars ha\c come in. He saj's if I wnll only help 
him a little longci, all wnll come While talking, the Resident’s Icltcis 
to the Maharajah and Dewan ai rived; I handed them ovci, and he 
lead them aloud and begged I would icprescnt his entire devotion to 
us and w illingncss to be guided by us. I must do him the justice to 
sa^ that he seems most anxious to do his best for the settlement of the 
counli}, and most willing to act up to all oui suggestions. Many com- 
plaints have come in against the Sikli Troops the Gcneial, at my 
request, has placed safeguards in the villages 

6lh Fibniaty — Inspected the Tioops of Gcneial Kahn Singh, 

and cxpicsscd my giatification at their soldierlike appearance Those 
foi Lahore will march on the lOth and foi Peshawur on the i ith instant ; 
they require some rest Dew’an Jow'ala Sahai brought tlie Nawab 
Hyder Buksh, Soobha of Kanpooi, wnth a zemindar, the Nannu 
of the Suttees {sic) , tlie latter 1 etui ns with one of the Guides to bring in 
others and intelligence Siidar Golab Singh lepresenls that Sirdai 
Bhoor Singh’s Hoise have not had pay for five months 

Glo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Piiiicipal /Issf to the Agent, G -G , W F, 


No. 3. — Pohtioal Diary of Major G-eorge St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 7th, to Saturday, the 13th February 1847. 

ylh Febiuaiy i8:f.y — Dewan Jow'ala Sahai suggests that the four 
Kohistanee Regiments m the Sikh seivice about to be disbanded on 
retuin from Huzara should be tiansferred to Maharajah Golab Singh, 
in a note of yesterday to the Resident I suggested the same 

8th Febtuary — Rained hard all last night and all day, which will 
delay our march which we had settled for to-morrow, the ground being 
too slippery for camels. Heard fi om General Kahn Singh that his forces 

40 
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•were directed to lodge their arm* at Rhotas I complimented him on 
there being no complaint* of plunder for the last three days, and hoped 
the same good order would attend bis march to Lahore he replied that 
if Sirdar General Golab Singh* troops did not march at the same titnc 
he would guarantee it. 

pth Ftbruary — Dcwan Jowala Sahai agrees that the number 

of Kardars in Huzara ahaU be reduced to four or five. Messrs Agnew 
and Lum&dcn represented to him that they only oppressed the people 
and forced them into rebellion 

loth Ftbruary — General Rabn Singh s four regiments marched 
towards Lahore. A Kohistanee Regiment of blrdar Sher Singh’s with 
four guns all under command of Sookh Singh, remain at Rawal Pindec 
pending orders from Lahore as to the Kohistanee Regiments being trans- 
ferred to Maharajah Golab Smgh or not the carnages of the guns are 
Under repair Sirdar General Golab Smgh wants 15 days leave to visit 
hi8 father and thence to go to the capital 

isth Ftbruary — Marched from Rawal Pindec to Janeeke Sung 
on taking leave of the Kardar of Pmdee, I held a quiet conversation 
with him as to his treatment of those under him 

ijlh February — Marched to Kallcy ke Serai a news-leiter from 
Peshawur of the 11th announces the death on the 4th at Jelallabad of 
Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan the news-writer it i* said may be 
depended upon 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major 
Fntiapal Asti to tht Agtut, C G N ^ 


No 4.— Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Aaflietant to the Agent to the Govemor- 
General, Northwest Frontier at Peshawnr from 
Sunday, the 14th, to Saturday the 20 th February 1847 

iph February 184 ^ — Marched to Hussan Abdall Futtch Khan, 

rhiefofGaybl presented Rs 100 He had taken refuge in Iluzara from 

the persecution ot Dctrar Moolraj sent hie ctise to Lahore and told 
him to accompany Mr Agnew to HurLi.hengurli till an answer should 
amve and the Dewan Moolraj not to molest his family dll then. Mr 
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Agacw accompnnicd me to Hussan Abdall with a view to out meeting the 
Gundghvn Chiefs and, if possible, putting a stop to then phindeiing the 
road, etc Tlic}' ((i\c) c.imc to us and sat three hours, their demands 
are great, but we liopc to 1 educe them I sent them to be fed and liouscd 
b}' the Kardai accompanied b}' one of 1113^ own men, but the}' sent 
back woid that the}' picfeiicd catering for tliciiisclves. I sent them 
Rs 50 riicii looks do not belie their present vocation. The arrival 
of two akhbais fiom Pcshawur and llie biothei of Amcenoollah 
Khan at Peshawur, confiim the lepoit of Sirdar Mahomed Akbar Khan’s 
death Nawab Zeiiian Klian is likewise said to be dead ; he befiicnded 
the Cabul hostages 

75/// Fehntaty iS^y — At a long interview with the Gundghur Chief 
it was settled that a papci of grievances should be forwaidcd to Lahore, 
they i^cfraining fiom all acts of plunder till an answer icached them 
through Ml Agnew at Hui kishcngurh they appear most willing, if 
the}' get subsistence from the State, and absolution for the past, to give 
up marauding They have Sikhs, Hindoostanccs and Afghans in their 
gangs — all these they engage to discharge They plunder the whole 
line of country from the Margulla Pass to the Allock thelCaidars plead 
inabiht}' to prevent them fiom want of force; the nature of the country 
is favorable for marauding, being jungly and raviny. We parted from 
Mr Agnew at 1 2 o'clock, he halting for the day and we starting for 
Kootuha It rained heavily all night Lieutenant Lumsden and I 
inspected the ground about Hussan Abdall , to the north there is a good 
high plain well adapted for troops ; that occupied by Sirdar Bhoor Singh’s 
house is very objectionable, being commanded m front and flank by 
high ground I consider Hussan Abdall, m a military view, a better 
location for troops than Rawa! Pindee , it is only said to be unhealthy 
for two months in the year. Marched to Kootuha 

i 6 lh Febuiaiy — As I was about to march from Kootuha, General 
Golab Singh arrived with a few men, and said one regiment wouldjoin 
me at Khairabad, if I would halt to-raorrow Agreed Three or four miles 
from Attock at Cazeeabad passed through the camp of Colonels Boodh 
and Buhadur Singh these gentlemen rode with me for some time The 
whole of the zemindars of Chuch in the Kardarship of Asa Nund beset 
me at their several villages, shrieking forth their grievances and followed 
me to the river, where they were stopped, said to be by Asa Nund’s 
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orders I sent and had them crossed over A portion of the unces I 
have sent to the Resident ; many may be frivolous and groundless, 
byt when a people come forth en masse to complain in this manner 
there must be something radically wrong As my time would not 
admit of investigating their complaints 1 would suggest that either 
some one be sent from Lahore to do so or they and the Kardar be 
ordered to Peshawur Near the mins of the old dly of Attock, from the 
window of a large building on the right of the road hung by the neck 
the body of a man in a decomposed state, said to have been a robber 
by some, by others late a servant of the Killadar Sirdar Bhaug Singh 
Inspected the fortress, which la a large straggbng place admitting of 
troops being brought dose under its walls and capable of little resist 
ance to guns of any calibre — the walls are of stone m parts ten or 
twelve feet thick the upper defences not more than two or three feet 
m the upper part of the fort are two bastions for guns and a seml-drcular 
battery in the centre facing the nver in the lower only one point 
where six gims might be placed There are only three guns m the fort , 
two kutcha powder magaxjoes one in the upper and one in the lower; 
& sally port at the west end leading to the river from whence water 
may be brought without exposure to fire from without there are some 
water wells within the fort A portion, the largest of the town. 
Is on the south side without the fort dose under the walls On the 
opposite bank of the river the Fort of Khalrabad, of stone, completely 
commanded from the heights in its rear, on which there are three small 
tower* , it was washed away by the great Good of 1840 Atfoci: /a bchJ 
at present by a garrison of 5 or 600 matchlocks, it would hold at 
least 5,000 and to man its walls would take at least that number 

lyih February — Halted General Golab Singh with one 

regiment marched ibis morning Complaints flocking In from the 
district of Chuch Colonel Ram Dass from Peshawur met me, having 
been deputed by the Governor 

iSlh hebrtiary — Marched to ALhora. Many nrzecs received j the 
people will not believe that the Bntlsh are not the rulers of the country 
though I ha%c it explained a dozen times a day 

jpih February — Marched to Pubbee. More urzees and the \nTlagcTS 
here brought them with fire on their heads, m presence of the Bukshee, 
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Chowdiy and Iva/cc of Pcsliawui ; llic complaints of oppicssion are 
griCNOus 1 lie whole load from Allock is lined with a succession of 
cliowkccs, occupied by 300 footmen, uiidci Kuinurooddccn Khan, wdio 
IS said to ha\c 200 hoi sc under him also 

20 th Fein KOI] iS/y — Entcicd the city of Pcshaw’Ui in state with the 
Go\crnoi, Sndai Ultur Singh, the Bai uk/yc Sndnis, General Gooidut 
Singh, Mchtab Singh, John Holmes, etc , etc Inspected Goordut Singh’s 
Vi oops at Chumkunnee on passing — then march is delated for want 
of carnage, so say the aulhoiiiics. Paiadcd through the city to my 
tents under the Foil of Shahnicci Ghur My arii\al has caused gieat 
excitement , the whole city pouted forth its inhabitants, who, unawed by 
the Sikh autlioi itics, welcomed me with acclamations and shouts for 
justice! The icpoit of Sndai Mahomed Akbar Khan’s death is quite 
true ; the Ghilzics aic in rebellion, and the whole country disturbed. 

Gro St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Prxnctpal Asst to the A gent y G -G , A^ - W F. 


No. 5.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 21st, to Saturday, the 27th February 
1847 

2isl Fcbi urn y — I sent for General Goordut Singh and enquired 

why he did not march w'ant of carriage I recommended that he 
and his tioops should leave all baggage in excess of actual 
necessaries, such as merchandise, and under a guard to follow , that 
I had in the morning seen no less than 18 camel-loads of almonds 
at his house , he promised compliance I deeply regret that one of my 
first acts should be turning a deaf ear to the complaint of merchants, 
ninety of whose camels have been seized to expedite the march of 
these troops I could only direct the Bukshee to pay them their hire 
to Rawal Pindee, and promise to write then to the Kardar for them 
to be relieved 18 camels seized by Goordut Singh belonging to 
Naib Mahomed Shureef, the Sirdar wrote to the General to give them up, 
but he answered '‘that his men would not let him ” Notwithstanding 
my orders, the General did not prevent his men and others destroying 
their cantonment, pleading the same excuse of inability to restrain 
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them he seems perfectly reckless and I trust the Durbar will mate 
an example of him Complaints arc pouring m faster than three 
moonshecs can read them The Sirdar entertained my camp yesterday 
I declined it to-day, be is a lad of 15, entirely led by those about him 
the Bukahee being the head who la represented in glowing colors as 
a cruel oppressor of the poor I rode through the cantonment with 
General Golab Singh — all the ground has been cultivated by the ofiker* 
and men and the vacant lines are m ruins. 

22nd Ftbmary — General Golab Smgh reports the arrival of his 

troops The Sirdar at my desire wrote to General Goondut Singh 
directing him to march, leaving hJs heavy baggage behind under a 
guard, without effect He marched carrying alb I held a Durbar 
at which the Sirdar presented all the avil and mihtary authonlies, 
who presented nuxxurs Crowds of complainants throng my tent 
from morning to night Sent for Colonel John Holmes who says 
bis duty in the aty la solely to keep the peace, sending all who act 
m breach of it to the Sirdar Sent for the Morning Reports and 
Disposition Returns of Regiments. 

2jrd February called at 8 au on General Golab Smgh, 
circulated a proclamation with the Sirdar's approval to the effect that 
no complaint be>ond a year would be attended to that all petitions 
should ffrst be made to tlie Sirdar and if not attended to brought to me 
when I would, in concert with the Durbar authorities investigate 
them, punishing all false complainants that the urzees shall be of a 
certain sire with date, name of parties etc, etc. It had greatly eased the 
minds of all In authonty who quaked for their old off'enccs Colonel 
Ram Dass, Kardar of KuttucL against whom there arc at least sixty 
petitions, is trying to settle them by paying half and taking raiee- 
namas 

2^k February — At 4 p m yesterday Lieutenant Lumsden accom 
panled me to return the Sirdar s visit. General s Golab Singh and Mclitab 
Singh with Regiment Commandants and the civil authorities met us 
we sat an hour and passed compliments I then presented the Sirdar 
with a gold watch and chain he giving us khllluts He then showed 
us all oicr Ihc Gor Kbutlry Idling u» he would be happy If we would 
occupy either the whole or any part of It. On going and reluming 
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we passed through the principal streets of the city, the Bukshee, 
Chowdry, and all the Generals escorting us back to our tents My 
proclamation of the 23rd appears to have tranquillized the minds of 
many, both high and low , the former as freeing them from being called 
to account beyond a year, the latter, disabusing their minds of the 
idea that I was about to assume the reigns of government One 
petition brought to me stated that now the laj of Sikhs was at an 
end, the Mahomedans hoped they might call the azans loudly 1 I 
have offers from all sides of service from old retainers of Major 
Mackeson, but I declined all, saying my orders were to have nothing 
to do with relations beyond the Sikh dominions Bukshee Jawahur 
and the Cazee called to show that they were settling many complaints 
It IS said the Bukshee is trying to get razeenamas from the people, 
promising to cease oppressing them 

2^lh February iS/fy — Intelligence from Cabul is that Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan has reached Jellalabad; that the late Sirdar Mahomed 
Akbar Khan left his property to his brother Hyder Khan and his 
sword to Mahomed Afzul Khan, and directed his body should be taken 
to Khoolloom The Afghans are represented as in a slate of alarm, 
conceiving my arrival forebodes our approach to Cabul. I have 
received several letters from the Khyber Chiefs, but have assured 
them we have no call for their services I take every opportunity of 
making this known In concert with the Sirdar and General Golab 
Singh, Povindia, I have ordered a parade of all the Khalsa Troops for 
to-morrow, and requested the Sirdar to send all the Ramgoles (Irreg- 
ulars) off duty I have not fixed upon a residence yet , the Fort is 
objectionable as excluding the free ingress of petitioners , the Generals 
represent the Wuzeer Bagh as too distant from the cantonment, 
which it certainly is, to admit of that close supervision of the troops 
and attention to their affairs which the Governor-General’s minute 
points out as my first obiect They say that a portion of General 
Avitabile’s house, now occupied by the Sirdar Uttur Singh, might be 
well spared and portioned off for our accommodation, the Sirdar and his 
people only occupying a part of the upper story They all profess 
great pleasure at the idea of my taking up my abode there , I doubt 
them. 
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26lh Ftbrwiry — Last evening called on the Sirdar and with 

him went over all his house late General Avitablle s, which certainly might 
be divided off for us both, without putting the Sirdar or his followers 
to any inconvenience The parade this morning went off most orderly 
and correctly the force looked well under arms. It wants guns and 
cavalry much a return Ihojje may accompany my next diary General 
Golab Singh is most attentive and calls almost daily I have Issued 
two more tshtthars, copies I have sent to the Resident , they appear 
to be well received 

ayth February — Visited Sirdar Peer Mahomed Barukzye, and went 
over one of hia houses to see if it would suit us don t think It will 
He presented me with 15 trays of fruit and two horses, his brother, 
Sirdar Syed Mahomed Khan presented three trays and one horse. 
The aulbonties say they have no money to pay the Ramgoles (Irrcg 
ulars) the Bukshee is to visit me to-night to explain why I have 
just had the duftrys with me who make out the arrears due to be 
Ra 1,62 5 21 2 14 {sic), nearly four month s pay 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Prinopat Asst to the Agtni, G G , N IV F 


Ko 6— Political Diary of Major Qoorge St P Lawrefloe, 
Principal Aasiatant to the Agent to the Governor 
GoneraL North West Frontier at Peshawnr from Sun 
day, the 28th February to Saturday the 6th March 
1847 

a8lh February iSp.’j — I transacted no business tp-tiay'TeyT^ 
receiving the returns of the array from General Golab Singh and givin 
him the draft of 0 general order to Issue to the troops, calling upon ther 
with reference to the new order of things to pay prompt attention 
orders, respecting their officers, and explaining bow their complaints w 
to be made and attended to that the parade ground which has hitht 
been cultivated up to their very huts should revert to its proper sta 
all cultlvaHon to cease. Have fixed for my residence an old mukhu 
to the left of the lines, close to General Golab Singh’s residence It Is m 
out of repair, but its proximity to the troops will enable me botl 
carry out the Governor General s wishes that my first object shou’, 
the care of them and the reconciling them to the change of s 
The General Is highly pleased at my resolution and oficred i 
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house, which I declined, telling him he had done more than enough m 
giving me the viukhumli hilheito occupied by his retainers, and used by 
General Gooidut Singh as a ^^orkshop Duircah Khan, who escaped 
from Umrilsui, is lepoitcd to have ariived near this. I have given out 
that if lie gives sccuiity and comes in, he will be pardoned His Fort is 
within eight co<^s of this. Accounts from Cabul and Jellalabad represent 
the Afghans to be much more than usually divided among themselves, 
the eastern Ghil/ics tiustmg to none but their respective chiefs, Areez 
Khan, Khoda Buksh Khan and Mahomed Shah Khan, all at issue ; Ameer 
Dost Jklahomed Khan at Jellalabad trj'ing to get them in to himself and 
to adjust their discoids ineffectually Grain of all kinds is very cheap 
A sepoy of the Jamrood Garrison is reported to have been murdered by 
the Afreedees two went out to a mill to grind atta ; were attacked, one 
escaped, one fell 

rsf Mnicli 76’^/ —Mustered the Corps of Guides under Lieutenant 
Lumsden , changed ground fiom the Fort to the cantonment, passing all 
the day at the Sirdar’s with Lieutenant Lumsden in settling complaints, the 
young Siidai sitting on his chair next me, listlessly watching the g/iur) v, 
and giving Ins seal when required, replying when asked his opinion on a 
case, “ Certainly, what you please,” “ As you think proper” , and more 
work was got through than the Sirdar has done in the last week I 
caused to be released a prisoner who had been confined six months on 
suspicion of theft, accused by the lover of his wife, with whom she has been 
living eleven months, on making her over to the husband, the lover pro- 
duced a receipt sealed by the Judge of the Adalut for 21 rupees, the price 
he declared he had paid for the lady 1 The Judge declared it was fine for 
criminal conversation, but receipts are not given by the Court for fines 
On asking for the register to see if the Sirkar had been credited, afresh 
entry was apparent I I further abolished the monopoly of maida, which 
Sardar bhere Singh had established, two shops paid 1,300 rupees per 
annum to the State for it, the revenue thus accruing in no way compensa- 
tory for the odium of so unjust and oppressive an act the settlement 
of these two cases was hailed by the assembled multitude with shouts of 
applause, our passage through the city was m like manner loudly 
greeted and our justice invoked Jar and near. I had a long conversation 
with the young Sirdar’s deputies as to the mode of settling the complaints 
^nd preserving their purdah, with other matters connected with the 

4» 
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administration I asked General Golab Singh to be present, which he 
was, and aided us with his advice and expenence he is well disposed to 
assist rae in everything as is also his son Colonel Uttur Singh who Is 
shrewd and intelligent 

2nd March 18^7 — This being the last day of the HoUe, the Sirdar 
sent to say he wished to pooja and hoped we would not go to the Got 
Khultry I therefore heard complaints at my tent In the evening 
General Golab Singh came with the Bukshce and Chowdry and begged 
for a private interview the two latter were m a great state of alarm 
and It was with much difficulty I got them to speak they first soheited 
pardon for past offences, promising future amendment TTiey then stated 
that my coming had raised the whole populace against them who were 
loud in complaints that they dare not leave their houses snd their 
orders were unattended to that ihar lives were not safe that they bad 
only been in office six months that my enquiries extended to I 3 , bow 
could they answer for Sherc Singhs period that many acts had been 
done in both which were allowed by the Khalsa bat not by our law* 
that fines of all degrees were imposed some of which went totheSirkar 
and some to themselves and other Generals and that they were ready 
to give up their own share of the spoil, but bow could they do so with 
that of the Sirkar and Generals and much more to the same purpose 
that they had time to arrange with the complainants, and had with some, 
but the most were so unreasonable c\cn demanding Interest, that it was 
impossible to do so that I alone could save them and their master the 
joung Sirdar from disgrace that whatever I wished they would do now 
and for the future and I paafied them as well as I could, urged them 
to settle as much as possible and that I would do my best both for them 
and the petitioners There can be no doubt that much oppression has 
prevailed, but then It should bereraerobered that a year or six months since 
it was little thought that they would ha\c to render a strict accouol of all 
their deeds. Some allowance mnst therefore be made for the aullionties 
more especially as they only followed the cubtom of the country 
Reports from Afghanistan are that Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan Is at 
Jellabbad with C 000 men, and has sent some Jczallchccs Into the 
Kliybcr tins has alarmed the authonlles here not a lUtlc They say that 
a lakh of Dundook can be raised in this pro\incc, and all would be happy 
to rite against the Sikhs and for what purpose has the Ameer come to 
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jcllnlnbad? Il i*; '^aid thnl M.ihomcd Shah Khan, Ghilrtc, has seemed 
eight lakh^ of uipccsofiiis late ^on-ln-la\^, Mahomed Akhai Khan, with 
w Inch he ha^; fled to his o\\ n Foi i, and w ill not )oin Ameer Dost Mahomed 
Klnn. «a}ing he depended on liim‘'elf alone Siidart> Peci Mahomed and 
S^cd Mahomed, B.nnkr^c^, uitli then sons and ncplieus, Lallcd on me, 
and nfioi imilual compliments and then evpiession ofjo) at my aiiival 
and the benefit it was to the countrv, Siidai Pcei Mahomed said that he 
wa'-oui scuanl forevei — all he had was outs , that his two gnnsat Kohat 
oi hi" elephant was at m_N service , etc , etc. I lodc in the morning to 
inspect the Shall Diind cantonment opposite the Lahoic Gate, in which is 
located the Khns Rissalah and Khas Regiment. Colonel Ram Dass, 
Kardai of Kuttnek, has hmuglit larecnamas with the /cmindars, wdio 
have ccrlilicd to then correctness 

jitl Match iS — Rode to thccantonment of Bukshee Kishun Singh, 
formed to months since b}’ Sirdar Sheic Singh for Rajah SoochcL 
Singh’s regiment, and now occupied by only a company of Ramgoles 
for Its protection. The 7cmindais about bitterly complain of the 
foimation of the cantonment, and the oppression they e\peiienced 
from the sowais and officeis of the Khas Rissalah, wdio cultivate the 
ground on their own account, and that Bukshee Kishun Singh, Comman- 
dant of Soochet Singh’s regiment, has left his iMolbtn to i calise the 
produce of the zcmindai’s land I find Colonel John Holmes some 
lime since reported to the Dui bar the seizure of land by General 
Goordut Singh, who w'as ordeicd to give it up, but never did The 
Custom officer at Attock has given General Goordut Singh a razeenama 
for the amount of duties levied on the merchandise lie and the officers 
with him took from this, but has not inserted the amount each received 
The treasury here is empty , had not 700 1 upecs to pay back an unjust fine 
levied on a village in which an old woman hung herself The fines that 
have been imposed on all classes here are fearful, and most seem to be 
ad hbtliwi and accruing to the parly adjudicating, not to the Sirkar. 

/f.ih Match — Received a letter from Taj Mahomed of Cabul 
enclosing many certificates from officers of service performed, and 
offering to do any we might wish , replied that I was aware of his good 
service, but we requiied nothing done at Cabul, etc I have sentenced 
two jemadars and four sepoys of Ramgoles to be discharged the service 
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administration I asked General Golab Singh to be present, which he 
was and aided us with his advice and experience he is well disposed to 
assist me in everything, as is also his son, Colonel Uttur Singh who is 
shrewd and intelligent 

2nd March 1847 — TTils bdng the last day of the HoUi, the Sirdar 
sent to say he wished to pooja and hopai we would not go to the Gor 
Khultry I therefore heard complaints at ray tent In the evening 
General Golab Singh came with the Bukshee and Chowdry and begged 
for a private interview the two latter were in a great state of alarm 
and It was with much difficulty I got them to speak they first sohated 
pardon for past offences, promising future amendment They then stated 
that my coming had raised the whole populace against them, who were 
load in complaints that they dare not leave their houses and their 
orders were unattended to that their lives were not safe that they had 
only been in office six months that my enqulnes extended to 12 how 
could they answer for Shere Singhs penod, that many acts had been 
done in both which were allowed by the Kbalsa bat not by our laws, 
that fines of all degrees were imposed some of which went totheSirkar 
and some to themselves and other Generals, and that they were ready 
to give up tbdr own share uf the spoil but bow could they do so with 
that of the Sirkar and Generals and much more to the same purpose 
that they had tune to arrange with the complainants, and had with some, 
but the most were so unreasonable even demanding interest, that it was 
impossible to do so that I alone could save tliem and their master, the 
young Sirdar from disgrace that whatever I wished they would do now 
and for the future and I pacified them as well as I could, urged them 
to settle as much as possible and that 1 would do my best both for them 
and the petitioners There can be no doubt that much oppreaslon has 
prevailed, but then it should be remembered that a year or six months since 
It was little thought that they vrould have to render a strict account of all 
iheir deeds. Some allowance must therefore be made for the autliorities 
more especially as they only followed the custom of the country 
Reports from Afghaniitan ore that Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan Is at 
Jcllalabad with 6,CXX) men, and has sent some JexaJlchees into the 
Kl>i her lids has alarmed the authontics here not a little. TTiey say that 
a lakh of Buudook can be nised in this province, and all would be happy 
to rise against the Sikhs and for what purpose has the Ameer come to 
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Jcllalnbad? It is said that Mahomed Shah Khan, Ghilzie, has seemed 
eiglit lakhs of 1 npecs of his late son-in-law, Mahomed Akbai Khan, with 
which lie has fled to his own Foit, and will not join Ameer Dost Mahomed 
Khan, saying he depended on himself alone. Siidars Peer Mahomed and 
Syed Mahomed, Baiukzyes, witli then sons and nephews, called on me, 
and aftei mutual compliments and their e\piession of joy at my ariival 
and the benefit it was to the countr3', Siidai Peei Mahomed said that he 
was our servant for evei — all he had was onis , that liis two guns at Kohat 
or his elephant was at my service , etc., etc. I rode in the morning to 
inspect the Shah Dund cantonment opposite the Lahoie Gate, in which is 
located the Khas Rissalah and Khas Regiment. Colonel Ram Dass, 
Kaidai of Kuttuck, has bi ought razeenanias with the zemindars, who 
ha\e certified to then correctness 

jf d Mai cli /<?77 — Rode to the cantonment of Bukshee Kishun Singh, 
formed 10 months since by Sirdar Sheic Singh for Rajah Soochet 
Singh’s regiment, and now occupied by only a company' of Ramgoles 
for its piotection. The zcmindais about bitterly complain of the 
formation of the cantonment, and the oppression they expeiienced 
fiom the sowais and officeis of the Khas Rissalah, who cultivate the 
ground on their own account, and that Bukshee Kishun Singh, Comman- 
dant of Soochet Singh’s regiment, has left his Moibni to lealise the 
produce of the zemindar's land I find Colonel John Holmes some 
time since reported to the Duibar the seizure of land by General 
Goordut Singh, who was ordeied to give it up, but never did The 
Custom officer at Attock has given General Goordut Singh a razeenaraa 
for the amount of duties levied on the merchandise he and the officers 
with him took from this, but has not inserted the amount each received 
The treasury here is empty , had not 700 1 upees to pay back an unjust fine 
levied on a village in which an old woman hung herself The fines that 
have been imposed on all classes here are fearful, and most seem to be 
ad hbiium and accruing to the party adjudicating, not to the Sirkar. 

ph Match — Received a letter from Taj Mahomed of Cabul 
enclosing many certificates fiom officers of service performed, and 
offering to do any we might wish , replied that I was aware of his good 
service, but we required nothing done at Cabul, etc I have sentenced 
two jemadars and four sepoys of Ramgoles to be discharged the service 
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and imprisoned for one month, one of the former for ill treating an Urbob 
«nd the latter for a most unjtatiSable assault on one of my chupmasees j 
hope this will have a salutary effect on the rest of this very disorderly 
<rcw From the Fort of Futtehgurh It is reported that three prisoners, 
Afreedeca, taken up for the murder of a sepoy cannot be brought here 
for Inal under fear of a rescue, that they cannot send a sufficient guard 
with them lest the Fort be weakened. 1 have ordered a strong party to 
be detached from the Ramgoles in the aty to bring them in Rode 
through the aty in the evening 

y/A Match — It is said that a party of 20 Horse has amved m 

the city from Cabul seeking service Lieutenant Lumsden has had fever 
iof some dajrs, though he continnes to work during the day and drill his 
Guides ID the morning he is most active and usefuL I have not yet 
been able to get a sight of the Pesbawur accounts am told they are being 
wntten out afresh with a view to show all square the authorities aifimi 
that the delay Is caused by the non arrival of Kardars The Khybcr Is 
closed to Kafilas they take the lower or Tarlarab road paying toll to the 
Momunds Re i per horse, 8 annas per man and loaded camels 4 rupees 
Hearing that the authorities did not like our going to the aty to invest! 
gate complaints we have ceased doing so making my tent the court, 
sod having either the Bukahee or Chowdry present, the Sirdar doing his 
part by such as we brought before him which are comparatively very 
few I do my best to keep his and the authonties purdah but it is most 
dlfficult- 

6 th March . — Sirdar Peer Mahomed cipreases himself greatly pleased 
at my having wntten to bis brother Sirdar Sultan Mahomed to come to 
Peshawur He offered me his two guns or elephant, and I told him I 
would borrow the guns for a time, as we bad but few here. I gave him 
and Sirdar Syed Mahomed khiUuts 00 taking leave If words are to be 
believed they arc our fnends , our coming baa certainly Improved their 
position in isisut etc. The young Sirdar sent to know If he can make 
to-morrow a ro^t taictl as we did I replied he might please himself 
in everyway, cto, etc. 


Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnmipal Asst to the Agent, G G ,N^W F 
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No 7— Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to tlie Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur,froni Sun- 
day, the 7th, to Saturday, the 13th March 1847 

y(/t Afatc/i iS f.y — Did no work to*day beyond receiving the returns 
of tlie arm3^ 

Slh Moiclt — Rode with Lieutenant Lumsden to the Fort of 
Juinrood or Fultchguili, about 12 miles from Peshawur , two chowkeys 
of Uibob sepo}s aic on the road The Foil is m good repaii, has 
a garrison of 200 matclilocks and 30 Artillery, 3 guns ; the men com- 
plain of being nine months m arrears. There is one well and a boivlic, 
neither afloiding much natci , a stream comes from the Khyber, but for 
two months has been stopped, said to be owing to the Afreedees’ pay not 
being forthcoming for that period The citadel is much shaken from the 
firing of the gun, the gram in store excepting luakaie is of Avitabile's 
time, mouldy and worm-eaten , the powder-magazine is in a mud hut , 
there arc tliiec gates with three lines of defence inclusive of the 
citadel, wliicii is a lofty towci in the centre ; the second line of defence 
is an octagon with 8 bastions, the lower square with 12 ; the whole 
IS capable of holding 2,000 men , it has accommodation now for 500 

I released tins evening 14 prisoners who had been in confinement 
from two to six months Had a conversation with the young Siidai , who 
opened it by saying he hoped I would take him by the hand as my 
brother had the Maharajah, to which I replied F was most willing and 
ready 

plh March — The Lahore Akhbar mentions that orders had been 
sent on Dew an Moolraj of Find DadunKhan for 1,25,000 rupees, and on 
Peshawur for 20,000 rupees in payment of two months’ arrears to the 
troops of General Golab Singh Knowing that the order on this is not 
likely to be realised for some time and feat mg lest the other be delayed, 
1 would suggest that hoondees on the Soucars of Peshawur be sent in 
advance so as to have two months’ pay always ready for the troops , 
this should be done even if by so doing the Lahore Troops are kept out 
of their pay Rupees 1,55,000 are required for two months’ pay of the 
Regulars under General Golab Singh. 

I have confined eight sepoys of the Ramgoles for leaving their 
regiment, on service in the Eusufzye country, to complain of their being 
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in arrears. I had hardly done this when 38 men of Colonel Ram Dasa 
corps of Ramgoles presented themselves with a simllir complaint I 
have ordered them to be discharged when paid. What to do about these 
men I know not there are said to be 5,000 of them and all arc from 
8 to 1 1 months in arrears, and the treasury is empty with no prospect 
of Its being filled Sirdar Sultan Mahomed wntes his brother Peer 
Mahomed Khan in grateful terms of my permitting him to return to 
his country and of his being heart and soul ours. 

loth March i 8 ^y —We rode to the FortofBarrah which is on the 
bank of the nver of the same name. This nver furnishes the city and 
lands of Pcshawur with water the stream near the Fort is portioned 
off to the city and semmdars m different streams under the orders 
of a Mttr Aubet, who farms it at i ooo rupees a year the money going 
to the private purse of the Governor, its distribution as may be 
supposed, 18 the source of much oppression the nch pacing the 
most get the lions share and the lands of the zemindars are leR 
unsupplied In General AvitabUes time it was pretty equally appor 
tioned for though he ground the poor he let no others do so his code, 
though oppressive in our eyes has ever since been so grievously carried 
out OQ the lower classes (sic; that they look back to It with sighs and hall 
any return to It with delight. 

The Fort is a square of 85 paces with an outer defence and deep 
ditch, 30 feet In width. Three bastions in the inner part are solid 
and capable of holding guns, the fourth not so , the outer walls loopboled 
for musketry The powder magarine is in □ pucka arched roof mud 
above tis small the gamson are said to be too matchlocks 1 only 
saw 50 no guns only 2 xamboors and no zamboorchees The Fort 
could hold I 000 men There is one well, but it is dry A deep water 
cut runs along the north face within a few feet of the ditch the stores 
of gram are all mouldy and useless no attention Is paid to them 

Intelligence from Gundamuck is that a kafila was plundered 
close to the village by Aiecz Khan Ghllzie The state of the 
countrj from the Khyber to Cabul Is represented as desperate 

jitli March — Inspected the stores of the tort of Shahmecr Ghur 
and ordered lists to be prepared , of grain thtre is little the magazines of 
regiments ore pretty complete but save powocr and lead there arc no 
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spare stores The Fort is m good ordci, would bold 6 or 7,000 men ; 
It has onl}^ one nine-pounder and two une-pounders , the defences are 
tin ee with gates to each, a good ditch and bastions, all capable of 
holding guns ; It commands the city , IS built on the site of the ancient 
Bala Hissai , it is gauisoned by Ramgoles and is under the orders of the 
Governor. Sirdar Pcci Illahomed, Baiukzye, sent me his two guns, 
which I have paiked with those of the Sikhs, returning his men and 
horses 

The piisoners, Eusufzyes, m Attock are continually writing me to 
effect their lelease I think it would be politic 

At my suggestion the young Siidar has issued an tshtahar calling 
for tendeis for the Government contracts for the ensuing year 19, which 
commenced to-day 

J2ih Match — Commenced investigating the complaints of the 
Tuppa of Khalsa, the Kardarship of Dhurbara Singh 

Informed that Kumurooddeen Khan has ill-treated some complainants 
against him, who took urzees from me for him to settle recommended 
the Sirdar to confine him 

Had an auction of nuzzur horses and yaboos, which sold for 
941 rupees. Generals Golab Singh, Mehtab Singh, and the other officers 
of the army with the Bukshee Jawahur Singh, and Chowdry attended. 

Comparatively few complaints from the city are coming in I hear 
the Kutwal's daily reports Tried three cases of murder and cutting 
down and sent them to Lahore for orders Released three Eusufzyes, 
servants of A.fzal Khan, son of Ameer Khan of Sidoom, who have been 
with their master in confinement ten months, their master remains 
pending orders from Lahore 

ijlh Match —Intelligence fiom Cabul and Jellalabad is that the 
Ghilzies all continue at issue; that Nawab Jubbur Khan intends 
paying a visit to his brothers, Sirdars Sultan Mahomed, Peer Mahomed 
Khan and Syud Mahomed, Barukzyes, and taking that oppoitunity to 
ascertain the object of my being here 

General Golab Singh has issued a general order to the ti oops, 
pointing out their duty on guards, warning them against leaving them, 
etc His son, Colonel Alla Singh, was present yesterday when I was 
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trying a case of a sepoy catting domi a prisoner under a sentry s 
charge. He asked me our rules and has evidently adopted them He is 
a very intelligent ofBcer, apparently most desirous of improving himself 
and the troops by intercourse with us The General has put a atop 
to the officers and men cultivating the parade he is constantly with us 
The crops arc suffering from want of rain 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major 
Prtitcipal Aist to ikt Agent G G t N fV F 


No 8,— Political Diiury of Major George St, P Lawrenoe, 
Prlncdpal Afleletant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawur from 
Sunday the 14th, to Saturday, the 20th March 1847 

I4ih March — A general parade of troops under Golab Singh 

marched past m review and formed line from columns the General 
tells me that they arc much pleased with the new arraDgements I 
have directed that any gnevance they may have should be instantly 
made known to me, A Sergeant of Colonel Maun Singh’s Poorbess 
complained that all the grades lo his corps were sold the Colonel receiv 
ing all the money , that aa he would not pay, his position was made 
unsupportable. General Golab Singh It to Inquire into It and report 
The soldiers complain that the Baoneahs of the city will not take 
the rupees served out lo them as pay from their not being of the year 
1984 Orders have been Issued that all rupees Issued from the treas 
ury to be taken 

Rode through the city in the evening 

/y/A March — Intelligence from Jellalabad Is that Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan has sent bis troops under his sons Mahomed Afrul 
and Hyder Khan, against Azeez Khan, Ghilzie, himself remaining on 
the banks of the nver near Jellalabad, 

The Paymaster of the troops arrived to-day with two months 
pay I desired the General to e:cpla]n to him that he must be cautious 
what rupee* he issued as I would not suffer short weight ones or 
any on which butta could be demanded to be given that my chief duty 
was to ace the troops regularly paid. He replied that he could only 
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answer foi ilic money he received in bills, but such as came from Lahore 
in specie he was obliged to take j that he would write to the Paymaster- 
General, if I would do tlic same b}’ the Resident 

I have been engaged foi some da^s in taking the Revenue accounts, 
have had up llic contractors of 100 villages yielding Rs. 2,50,000 who arc 
dcfaultci s to tlic amount of Rs 30,000. 1 hey all plead inability to 1 eahse 
assets from \ anous causes ; that many only took the contracts being 
forced on llicin b} Sitdai Shci Singh ; among them arc laige Jaghirdars 
and Urbobs icceiMiig many thousands a year for former services. I 
have already reported that there is no money in the Pcshawur Treasury ; 
tliat the Ramgolcs aic in arieais from 9 to ii months. I can procuie 
one or two lakhs of rupees for bills on Ferozepoor or Lahore, and if 
sanctioned would pay up and discharge 1,500 or 2,000 of these men 
and so save the Stale from 15 to 20,000 lupccs monthl}' 

i6t1t , Match jS^y — By this day's Akhbai from Lahore I sec the 
troops arc being paid for the months of December and January, while 
those licrc arc only getting foi the tw'o previous months I note this that 
tiic Resident may arrange wntli the Duibai that the Peshawur Troops 
sliould ncNcr be in arrears more than two months 

The Afrccdccs have sent a message that till they get Rs. 1,000 a 
month they w’lll not let any w'atei into the Fort of Futtchgurh, they have 
commenced plundering in a small ivay in the villages near the Kliyber. 
I have directed the Urbobs who arc in Government pay to take meas- 
surcs to put a stop to it. 

lylh Match — I am preparing lists of the stores in the different 
forts ; excepting in Shahmeer Ghur there arc no munitions of war m any, 
and in it Iheic is little beyond lead, powder and shot. General Golab 
Singh is preparing lists of those with the ti oops of Horse Artillery, 
which, I regret to say, are m a very inefficient state; they have little 
beyond men and guns Horses and harness are especially needed ; the 
men are a rough and ready soldierlike looking set 

I attended the issue of pay this moining to the Khas Regiment 
and General Elahee Buksh’s Artillery, which appeared to please the 
men much 

The Paymasters promptly attended to my wishes in regard to 
some doubtful points which I gave in favor of the soldiers. 
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InteDIgence is confirmed of the Cabul Troops under Dost Muhomed s 
sons having proceeded against Mahomed Shah Khan and Arcez Bwhan, 
Ghilxies These two are at enmity amongst themselves, but oppKised to 
the Ameer they act independently With Uohamed Shah is Khoda 
Bulsh Kban and his brother Axad Khan of Tezeen 

Attended the issue of pay to General Mehtab Singh's Regiment 
igh March i8^j — Four companies of Colonel Ruttun Singh’s 
Regiment were paid in my presence they having recently joined from 
leave there were deductions to make which delayed the issue the men 
were aware of their nature and were satisfied Jt, however took up so 
much time that I sent the left wing to their lines to attend to-morrpwK^ 
Lieutenant Lumsden accompanied me last evening tri dj^e at the 
Governor’s and see fireworks and a tiauich , he had bo oft^ Invited us 
Uut I did not Uke any longer to decline— cmL authorities 

attended We left at 8 p v 

-.a*’ 

art ^ 

~ •“'I'Wh’Gdfremor at my suggestion and the GeneraJfs has recalled the 
troops from the Eusufrye country, where they had been since Septem 
her nominally collecting revenue, but really reahxing none. 

20lh March —Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan’s letter in reply to 
mine is merely complimentary The CoMvf (messenger) who brought 
it says that the Ameer left JcIlMabad on the i8ih for the Ghllile 
campaign his letter is written by Abdool Sumee Khan of whom so 
much mention is made by Dr Wolff In his late journey to Bokhara 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major 
Pruiapal Assf to the Agnit G G , N -W F 


jq-Q 9 —Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Aesletant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawar, from 
Sunday, the 2lBt, to Saturday, the S7th March 1847 

2iii March 184.1 —It is reported in a letter from Hussan Abdall that 
the Gundghunies have burnt down the cantonment of Sirdar Bhoor 
Singh, which was not difficult to do as It was hedged In by dry thorns, 

2 nd March — Two companies of Muibys in Colonel Ram Dass’ 
Rcgimcrt of Rnmgolcs were ordered by the Governor to march and 



PESffA WUR POLITICAL DIARIES, iS:;? 


331 


occupy the Foit of Futtehguili They pleaded inability to move, 
without pay , then, that without my older they would not , they sent 
in an urzee (petition) saying that they wanted to be removed from 
under Ram Dass’ command, that he employed them continually m his 
private affairs, and that they had previously belonged to another 
corps I had them all up, and in their presence pointed out to their 
officers the impropriety of their conduct, and ordered them to march 
this morning, one company to Futteligurh and one to the Fort ofBarrah. 

A case of cow-killing has been proved against a zemindar of a 
village not ten miles off ; the authorities declare that they have not the 
power to seize the culprit without I give them the aid of the troops 
I mention this to show the state of the countiy and the weakness 
of Its rulers. 

2jKi March i 8 ^y . — Last night a lad of 14 was apprehended m the 
act of murdering another younger lad for the sake of his silver 
ornaments , the culprit is a Hindustani, a confirmed gambler. 

Colonel Kahn Singh’s two troops of Horse Artillery, 12 guns, 
arrived yesterday. I met them coming in, and inspected them j the 
horses are in wretched condition and the equipment most unservice- 
able I have ordered an inspection parade of the whole of this 
arm on the arrival of the guns still absent, when I will report 
accordingly. 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed has written his brother, Sirdar Peer 
Mahomed, to enquire my wishes as to his mode of entry into Peshawur, 
whether it shall be private or public ; that if the latter, it will redound 
to our credit, etc , etc. I replied that, on consulting with the local 
authorities, he should hear , my own opinion is that he should be 
allowed to make a public entry, and treated in every way with distinc- 
tion. 

24.th. March.— Tho. cow-killing zemindar has not yet been bi ought 
in ; I have left it to the authorities with their civil troops, Urbobs 
and Ramgoles, to secure him, declining to employ the Regulars in 
such a petty affair. 

The arrears of revenue are about Rs 80,000, and I see little 
chance of realizing it. 
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IntelUgence from Jellalabad la that Mahomed Aieez Khan Ghiliie, 

has fled from hia fort at Into the higher mountains Khan Zeman 

Khan of Gondghur sent a confidential person to me to say that 
he had restrained hia people for five weeks in hopes of some arrange 
ments from Lahore being made but not hearing of any, two petty 
chiefs with their followers, had fired the lines at Hussan AbdaJJ 

which he would punish them I repHcd, the only way of saving 

, , '^df, was to sclae and send them to Lahore, 
nlmse^ 

'Tt 

iSth Governor and anthorides approve of Sirdar 

Saltan Mahomed ff* C>'n“'al Golab Singh and 

Bukshee Jowahur Mull atChuiMt^err he ifuj laie up 

hia abode in the city or WtiitT'' ue pleases , If the formtf; 
he 18 only to keep 40 or 50 soldiers with him, sending the rest to Kohaut 
and Hushtnugger I have written him accordingly 

The young Governor to everything I ask or suggest replies 
As yon plcaie, ” “ You know beat *' , he never speaks unless addreaaed, 
and then merely replies A kafila from Peahawur was recently 
plundered near Lallpoora by Sahdut Khan, Momund , the road to 
Cabui continues Infested by banditti 

sdlh Marefu^The Governor to-day In converBation expressed 
himself greatly pleased with my mode of proceeding and said that 
since my arrival he had not felt the cares of govemment, that he 
was now under no apprehension from the disorderly troops (Ram 
golcs) that the prompt punishment I had Inflicted had spread whole- 
some dread among them his counsellors were open mouthed in their 
laudations 

General Golab Singh with Colonel John Holme*, Soobhan Khan, 
ex Colonel, now Commandant, Bhogab Gurriallla, cx-Commandaut now 
Adjutant, and Subha ex Adjutant, now Subedar, waited on me, the 
three latter to represent their reduction In rank and pay they are 
the only officers of the 4th Regiment which went to Cabui with 
General Golab Singh who have been thus reduced, and they naturally 
consider It a grievance besides the loss of rank, their pay Is severally 
reduced, the Colonels from eight per diem to five, Commandants 
from four to two, and Adjutants onc-dght to one 
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Colonel Holmes, who commands two regiments, used to receive 
Rs. 500 per mensem, now gets Rs 420, still holding the Brigade ; by 
Rajah Lai Singh he was promised on marching for Peshawur Rs. 500 
besides provision for his two elder sons I He observed that Colonel 
Cortlandt, who entered the service years after him, receives Rs. 600 per 
mensem. 

2^111 Match — We have had some genial showers, which were 

greatly wanted. 

A sepoy of Soobhan Khan’s Regiment brought me his pay. Rupees 
three were light ; I had them immediately changed 

All the troops, except those in Eusufzye country, who are expected 
in to-morrow, have received their pay, and I am happy to say I have only 
had three complaints ; they observe that nevei was their pay so promptly 
issued, or with so little annoyance or squabbling. 

The chief Paymaster, Neil Chund, Bhuggut Ram’s brother, appears 
most anxious to please me. 

The lad who cut down another has been sentenced to a year's 
imprisonment with hard labor on the roads. 

Geo. St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst, to the Agent, G.-G., N.~JV, P. 


No. 10— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 28th March, to Saturday, the 3rd April 
1847. 

28th March j8/fj — Lieutenant Lumsden rode to the Doaba Fort. 
Not being well I did not accompany him He states that the Fort is 
situated about 1 5 miles north-west of Peshawur, on the left bank of 
the Cabul (or Nagoraan) river and five miles from the stream It is a 
place of no strength against Artillery ; its position in the open and low 
country, which can be inundated at pleasure, would have been good 
had it not been commanded by a mound which runs along the south- 
west face at the distance of a hundred yards. The plan of the fort is an 
octagon, with small loopholed bastions at the angles, and a circular 
battery mounting one six-pounder m the centre ; it has but one gate and 
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a wicket it would accommodate 400 men; the present garrison 120 
including Artillery, and ramboorchees for 8 lamboora, of which number 
94 were only present , half the men occupy the fort while the rest are 
distributed In small parties throngh the village which is built close 
under the walls on the aouth-eaat face , a mud \7all surrounds the village, 
having a gate at the west end of the principal baaar, which appears to 
be In a thriving state. The magazine stores are In a mud hut on the 
eastern side of the fort, hut there 10 no cover for the gram, which is 
all exposed In mat baskets placed on a chabootra round the battery ; 
the gram is, however In abetter state than any we have seen. There Is 
a good well In the fort. The communication with Peshawur is along 
a tolerable road intersected at five points by branches of the Cabul 
nver, four of which are fordable the fifth or main stream Is someUmea 
so, but generally crossed by a ferry at Nahakce where there are four 
good boats The Fort of Doaba Is well calculated to keep In check the 
predatory Momund tnbes and affording protection to the small villages 
m the open country along the foot of the bills, from which It is about 
three or four miles distant 

2gih MoJxh 184.^ —Ntl 

joth March —Inspected the Horse Artillery, 30 guns the equipment 
of all most unserviceable, not more than ten carriages, Umbers 
and carts serviceable, 250 horses and 40 men wanting to complete five 
troops ; 8 of the guns require recasting I have told General Golab 
Smgh to have two troops completed and mpde fit for service. Wood 
is not to be had here for carriages it can only be got in the Eusufzye 
district and then not without a large pncc. I am told there are many 
AruUery horses at Lahore, which might be sent here with the harness 
complete. The Artillery General, Elahee Buksh, seems to have looked 
little after this fine arm he has hitherto lived In the city, but at my 
saggestion has moved Into cantonments AD the ammunition Is carried 
in hackeries which in any country, much less this, can never keep up. 

I would recommend the substitution of mules or camels 

jisl March — ^Two villages have had a fight about water three 
men wounded. 1 am investigating it 

Sent three sets of Guides to ascertain the number of Kuraurooddeen 
Khan s men on the road hence to Attock they report them to be not 
more than 25 , he is paid for 500 1 
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It IS rumoured that an officer proceeding from Bunnoo Tank 
towards this has been obliged to return This I cannot ciedit, though 
Lieutenant Edwardes did think of trying that route. Saw three 
regiments of Infantry exercise on their own parades , they work very 
slowly two in the French, one English mode. General Golab Singh 
was also looking on ; he has ordered all to be out twice a week to 
exercise in front of their own lines. 

1st Apnl iS/fy . — Hearing some firing in the direction of the Khyber 
at 4 p.M , Lieutenant Lumsden with some Sikh Sowars and his Guide 
Cavalry rode in that direction, though it was raining hard it turned 
out to be a marriage piocession. The Attock prisoners arnved this 
morning are lodged in the Fort of Shahmeer Ghur I saw them 
this evening They are all Eusufzyes and I think have been hardly 
dealt with Bharam Khan, the son of Ursulla Khan, came in to make 
his submission to Sirdar Shere Singh ; was seized and imprisoned, 
though the Sikhs admit that he and his father had done good 
service I hope to make a settlement for the levenue of their country 
through them. 

2 }id Apnl . — The Sirdar sent to tell me that it was reported 
in the city cows were being killed and asked what he should do ? I 
replied at once to have the parties seized. The arrival of Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed is causing a great sensation and rather alarms the 
Sikh authorities 1 hey want me to sanction their hanging the cow- 
killers, but this I have told them I cannot do. They declare unless 
it IS done, their authority will altogether cease. 

jrd Apnl — Engaged m investigating the cow-killmg cases. 
There is no doubt many have been slain ; have confined five men as 
concerned in it Have received Rs 17,250 from shroffs of the city 
for Bills on Loodianah at par, Nanukshahee rupees for Sonats, and 
am promised Rs 7,1 50 more at the same rate ; but if I want more I shall 
have to pay a premium of from eight annas to one rupee per cent I have 
received a note from Lieutenant Edwardes of the 25th instant from 
Bunnoo Tank I have little hope of for some time obtaining any 
correct information from Bokhara or Khiva 

Geo. St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G.-G., N.~W F 
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Na 11 — PoUtioal DlaoTy of Major George St. P Lawrence, 

Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier at Peahawur, from 
Sunday, the 4th, to Saturday, the 10th April 1847 

^ih April 184 .'/. — ^This morning Sirdar Saltan Mahomed Barukzye, 
returned to Ptshawur with his family after a lapse of stven years I met 
him by appointment at the Governor a , he was received with every 
possible attention General Golab Singh and Bukshee Jawahur Mull 
meeting him at Chumkunnee, six miles off, and saluted on dismounting 
from his elephant by 15 guns he proceeded through the city with about 
150 horsemen to his own house I rode through the nty shortly after 
and found It perfectly quiet, though many people were assembled to 
see the Sirdar’s entry 

Sth April —I rode this rooming to the village of Haxamow and 
directed the houses of the men who had slaughtered cows to be levelled 
and their property confiscated , the most of them have fled, but five who 
are prisoners have been sentenced to receive three dozen lashes, one 
dozen a day for three days, and to be Imprisoned six months with hard 
labour on the roads this, I trust, wfll have a salutary effect In putting a 
stop to this, In the eyes of the Sikhs serious crime It is gratifying to 
know that during all the exatement caused by this the troops have 
remained perfectly passive a short time ago they would have plundered 
and destroyed the village merely on the rcpmrt of such an occurrence, 

6ti\ April — Intelligence from Jcllalabad Is that Ameer Dost Mahomed 
has arranged the differences with Mahomed Sbah Khan, Axecz Khan 
and KhodaBukshKhan Ghllxleai and that it is expected the road of 
Cabul will soon be open he has several Khyber Chiefs with him The 
late rains have brought crops well forward 

yth April — The Governor has released the Attock pnsoners, Bahram 
Khan, son of Ursulla Khan, Meer Khan of SIdoom and his two sons and 
Mccr Afrul Khan, Hotee and sent them to me they express themselves 
our slaves for ever ; that had it not been for us they would have lingered 
till death released them that for the eleven months of their imprison- 
ment, till I saw them, not a soul bad ever enquired after them that they 
arc men risen from the grave. 
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8th Apnl i8^y . — Had an auction of nuzzur horses and saddles last 
evening , it was attended by all theOfficeis Commanding Regiments 
with Generals Golab Singh and Mehtab Singh. The Vakeel of Ameer 
Dost Mahomed from Lahoie started by the Tartairaroad to Jellalabad 
thus evincing his fear of trusting himself by the Khyber road though 
promised escoi t by some of the Khyber Chiefs 

gth Apnl — Intelligence has been received of the death at Makoon 
of Sirdai Rahim Dill Khan, half-brother of Dost Mahamed Khan, on his 
return from Cabul towards Kandahar , the date is not mentioned 
I have been engaged for some days in taking the muster of the Ramgoles, 
with a view to their Pay Bills being piepared by the Paymasters of the 
Regular forces I propose dischaiging all enlisted in Sirdar Shere Singh’s 
Govenorship and 1 educing his Native officers, many of whom were 
promoted on the day of enlistment, doubtless for money received 

lolh Ap] tl — The Governor received last evening orders from the 
Durbar 1 dative to the reduction of the Ramgoles , they are much to 
the effect of those I had proposed to him and will be a saving to the 
State of a lakh and eighty thousand rupees at least per annum 
The Governor continues to find great difficulty in getting contractors 
to take the farm of many villages I suggested that they should be offered 
to respectable zemindars, but the authorities declaie the revenue 
would never be realized through them ; they want to foice the present 
contractors to continue their engagements, which of course I will not 
permit Sirdar Chuttur Singh, Attariwalla, the young Governor’s 
father, writes me that he cannot yet mount a hoise and therefore is 
unable to join the Government. I replied that it was unnecessary he 
should do so as I had hopes all would go on well under his son , 
for my own part I considei the lad less objectionable than the ancient, 
for the latter would leave all the work in the present hands, and I 
should have the weight of his years and name to contend with in 
add’tion to what is now arrayed against me 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnncipal Asst to the Agent, G-G , N.~W, F. 
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No 12.— Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Qevemor 
General, North West Frontier, at Peshawar from 
Sunday the llth, to Saturday the 17th April 1847 
nth April i8^y — Two sepoys of the Muzby Company stationed at 
Fultehgurh were attacked last evening within a mile of cantonments 
they say by a dozen men One was shot through the fleshy part of 
the stomach, the other cut by a sabre through the nose. They came to 
me and I had their wounds dressed by Mr Apothecary Thompson , 
both are doing well I rode this morning to the village of Chittutny, 
from where the party are said to have come, and directed the Urbob, 
Zecreem Khan, to apprehend them I suspect they belong to some 
Barowzyc Horse who were employed to protect the road hence to Futteh 
gurh but were discharged by order of the Durbar a few days since 

This being the festival of Bysakhet Sungrand the Governor 
sent me a eea/tU of some sheep fowls, rice and atta A large fair is 
held by the Hindus at the nvcr beach near the Fort, to which I have 
sent the Chief Kotwal with a parly of police and a company of 
Ramgolea, to preserve the peace 

13th —Talking to Colonel Alla Slngb General Golab 
Singh s son of the assault on the two sepoys be declared that I was too 
soft and easy going with th people that they did not understand any 
thing but hard knocks I replied that with us that was the last 
aUematlvc we tried soft measures first, but could be severe when 
necessary I hear this on every side. Avitabile s reign of terror is 
by the Sikhs greatly lauded with regard to this, I am happy to 
ob5er^e that of all his gibbets only one now remains 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed as usual, expressed great devotion to as 
and \auntcd of his ability to perform any sendee we might require 
from this to Herat. I replied I doubled It not, but that beyond 
Peshawur he must be aware we required no sendee there Is a rumour 
abroad that he expects us to favor Ins ejecting his brother, the Ameer, 
from the throne of Cabul it Is not unlikely tliat this has onginated 
vrith himself or foTlcmers 

The fair of Barrah went olT most peaceably 

ijth April —"Tht muster of the Romgoles continues daily As 
characteristic of the slate of these troops, I may obsenc that a detail 
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of 16 Horse and as many Foot under the denomination of Carabineers 
appeared this morning when the Chowdry, one of the Governor’s minis- 
ters, naively remarked — “ Wheie have these men come from ; I have 
not seen them for nine months ? ” They are styled the Governor’s 
Orderlies 1 A lad of fifteen appeared as Governor of the Fort of 
Ban ah I have suggested that an experienced officer be sent to replace 
him 

General Golab Singh repoits that at the Sikh festival of Sungiand, 
hardly a drunken Sikh soldier was seen in the city, and not<;,a com- 
plaint has been made — a most improved and pleasing change from the 
olden time when such a day never passed without sundry men being 
wounded 01 killed in their cups in this respect the leal Khalsas are 
much like the British soldier, only with less command of themselves 
m liquor 

i/jih Apul — The Governor’s Councillors waited on me 

yesterday with several contractors and zemindars who were unwilling 
to renew their leases for this year hitherto it has been customary to 
coerce them into it, but I have discountenanced such practice, telling 
them when they failed by persuasion to bring the parties to me we 
succeeded tovvaids evening by a small i eduction of revenue in inducing 
them to renew then contracts 

Two Hindustanee sepoys (evidently deserters from our Army) of 
Colonel Maun Singh’s Regiment passed me last evening as I walked in 
my own grounds, turning their heads and staring me full in the face 
in a most insulting mannei, without saluting I sent them to their 
Colonel to have them taught their duty he dismissed them without the 
slightest reproof I have consequently reported the whole to the Gen- 
eral Commanding This Colonel is quite unfit for his position, is the 
one complained against as selling promotion, the investigation of which 
I did not enter into, as the General represented that it would involve 
officials at Lahore in high stations 

i^ih Apul — ^The General reports that Colonel Dewa Singh, com- 
manding the Khas Dragoons, complained of his beard having been pulled 
by Ressildar Soudagur Singh , that on investigating the case it appeared 
both had quarrelled and fought ; he had therefore removed the Colonel to 
the Khas Infantry Regiment, transferring Colonel Kahn Singh, Rosa, 
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who had originally belonged to Jt from the former to the latter, and 
ordered the Ressildar to be dismissed the 8er\ Ice, I cTpressed ray entire 
approval Colonel Dewa Singh has served 25 jcars in the Infantry and 
is altogether incorapetent as a Cavalry Officer, while Colonel Kahn Singh 
is a very smart intelligent officer I have seen both at exercise. 

j6lh Apnl iSpy — Intelligence from Jcllalabad is that the Ameer has 
destroyed the Fort of Buddeeabad in Lughman and given all Mahomed 
Shah Khan Ghilzie s lands to his enemies, confining his son and 
brother, Dost Mahomed Khan Mahomed Shah Khan is said to have 
fled towards Tagow , his lands have been made over to his enemies 
many of whom he had dispossessed of them 

The ex Governor of Guznec, Gholam Hyder Khan the late 
Akbar Khan s full brother is to remain as Governor of Jellalabad and 
the Eastern Ghllzics, on the departure for Cabul of the Ameer, which 
IS expected to be in a few days The other Ghflzie Chiefs Azeez 
Khan Khoda Buksh Khan etc., are reported to have made their sub- 
misaiOD 

iph April — Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan wants leave to reduce 
the Adyiyes a tribe m the hills, distant only ten cost he represents 
that they never pay revenue till forced by the appeatance of troops 1 
have written them to come m and talk to me telling them should 
they not to do so the Sirdar will be authorised to take his own 
measures 

Last night a party of plunderers opened a fire on the Artillery 
sentries Ocncra'i Gdtab Singh Vunsclt got up and ordered out two 
companies after them but they made themselves scarce their 
audadty Is great 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 

Assl to the Agent, G^G y N W F 


No 18 — Polltloal Diary of D^or George St. P Lawronoe 
Principal Asslatant to tho Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Prtmtler at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 18th, to Satui^y the 24th April 1847 
l8lh April iS^y — Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan brought Durreah 
Khan, Adyzye to pay his respects This is the mnn who recently made 
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his escape fiom Uimilser, wheie lie had been confined about a yeai , his 
Foit was taken and destio^ed by Siidai Te] Singh in 1S44-45, himself 
made piisonei and kept in custod}' in the Foit of Shameei Ghui till 
lemovedto Govind Ghur , his ciime is said to have been robbing and 
plundering on tlie liighu a^' , he lias only given himself up on the assurance 
of peisonal safety and foigivcncss of the past, undei piomise of future 
amendment and service, guaiantccd b} the Baiulczye Siidars 

He is shoit, stout, and active, but appaiently not ovo intelligent; 
the Sikhs, howevei, hold him in gieat teiroi, he never having lendered 
allegiance, though he sent in his son in Avitabile’s time 

jptli A pill iS^y — 1 commenced this moining the pa3'ment of the 
dischai ged Ramgoles , foi the most pai t they are 1 2 months in 
an ears; they appealed agiceably sui prised at leceiving their full 
amount of pay and left peifectly delighted, 

A sepo3' of General Mehtab Singh’s Regiment was found murdered 
this morning, not 100 yards fiom his lines he was last seen at 
midnight ; was an opium-eatei and is supposed to have wandered to 
where his coipse was found undei its influence 

20th Apitl — The Eusufzye Chiefs aie all coming in to pay their 
respects Mahomed Khan of Hotce declined going near the Governoi 
till I told him he must , they all appear to be very bitter against the 
Sikhs, whose system appears to have been to keep them all at enmity 
with each otliei and then plundei them indiscriminately 

A treasure party with Rs 1,25,000 ai rived fiom Lahore yesterday, 
towards the payment of the troops 

2i&t Apiil — Yesterday Siidai Outar Singh, the Governoi, sent to 
say he wished to call to discuss matters of moment I replied that I 
should wait on him in the evening, which I did accompanied by 
Lieutenant Lumsden After compliments and the expression of his 
thankfulness for the kind and considerate mannei in which from my 
arrival I had ever treated him, and the gieat benefit he had 
derived from my presence, he begged that I would consider him 
at all times most anxious to cairy out my Avishes , that I would 
ask General Golab Singh to aid him with his counsel and experience , 
that I would overlook such matters as receipts in excess of 1 evenue 
that had according to Sikh usage •heen taken eie I arrived, and 
in future all such should cease, and more to the same effect. 
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The General visits him this evemng he nal\ely observed that the 
only advice he could give the Governor and his ministers was to 
leave off their old practices and to do nothing without consaUing the 
Sahib If they would only thus do, all would go right 

Ameer Khan the head of the Barowzye Horae lately discharged 
who had sent his family and cattle to the hills and is suspected of 
setting on his men to plunder Arc into cantonments, etc , called at my 
desire. He refused to come in to the Sirdar and has agreed to get 
back his family and obey all ordera from the Governor, etc 

22nd April i 8 ^y — DawurKhan a MulliL of Masboo Khali, accused 
of being concerned m sundry outrages etc* and a defaulter m revenue 
having refused to come in on the Governor s summons I determined 
to eeUe him, so sent Lieutenant Lumsden with 200 Horse and 200 
Infantry to aurpnse him the parly arrived at gun fire at his village, 
which they aunrounded Lieutenant Lumsden proceeding with the In 
fantry to his house As they entered the clatter of hoofs was beard 
and Dawur with two followers galloped out of the village, but coming 
on the Cavalry they threw themselves off their horses disencumbered 
themselves of their arms, which were found and fled undercover of 
the fields of standing wheat to the village, where Dawor Khan, disguised 
as a wom^n succeeded in concealing himself Lieutenant Lumsden 
however, secured his son brother and nephew with seven Mulliks 
who aided him m hi* escape. Lieutenant Lumsden also disarmed 
28 of his followers 

Though not successful to the full extent I am still well content with 
the result of our diapaxo, and I doubt not that It will be attended with 
beneficial results The people will understand that ♦htir mlsdecob 
will be promptly adjudged, that the Government is now powerful 
to protect as well as to punish I am happy to add that Lieutenant 
Lumsden reports that the Sikh Troops behaved most subordmatcly 
Though evidently anxious to punish the Mahoraedans particularly after 
finding two Sikh ahlelds with balls through them, not an outrage was 
committed or shot fired. 

Intelligence of the recall of the Governor arrl\td last nl cat 
He leaves on the 24th I have recommended his ministers to ykadc 
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then accounts forthwith and to furnish me with a statement of all sums 
they may have taken from the people in e\cess of the levenue and 
admitted lights of the Govcinoi 

Apnl iSii — I amcongiatulated on all sides on the successful 
c/inpaw of yesterday It is obscived that even General Avitabile never 
daied trust Iiimself in the village of Mashoo Khail, being satisfied with 
sending tlie tioops to tuiii and destroy all before them, and that 
Sirdai Fej Singh would not have \cntured on such an expedition with 
less than some thousand men • the seciec}' and celciit^^ of the movement 
gave the villagers no time to icsist, and the disarming each man as he 
came out of his house was a most happy move. 

2ilh Ap) A — On taking leave last evening I pi esented the young 
Governor with a khillut of nine pa>chas\ he expressed much gratitude 
for all the kindness and consideration I have showm him 

The Bukshee gave in his account to the amount of Rs. 42,701 of 
sums icceivcd in excess of icvcnue as perquisites of the Goveinor, 

We had a hea\y sLoun of lain, thunder and lightning all night. 

I lode out at gun-fiic to escort the ex-Governor some distance, at which 
he was evidently much pleased Lieutenant Lumsden accompanied 
us , we parted with mutual expression of good-will, compliments, etc 

The Geneial has given him an escoit of a Resallah and Company 
of Ramgoles to Bootah, his paternal domain. 

We w^ere well ducked in returning; the whole face of the country 
IS coveicd with watei No iccent intelligence fiom the west 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pjtncipal Asst to the Agent, G~G, N AV F 


jjo 14.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawiir, from 
Sunday, the 25th Apnl, to Saturday, the 1st May 1847 

25th A‘i}ul iS/fj — Intelligence from Cabul is that the Ameer was 
expected on the 12th instant; the people theie aie still in a great state 
of excitement as to my being here, and will not credit that we have 
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DO design in thdr quarter a friend wnting to my Moonshec upbraids 
for not yet having told him what our real object is another writes 
him ‘ Do let me know when the Sahiban arc coming ' 

General Melitab Singh, with the skeleton of his regiment (those 
\oluntecnDg for Colonel Kahn Singh B corps remaining) will march on 
the 4th for Find Dadun Khan llic General has heard from Lahore that 
it 13 the intention of Government to shelve him Since my arrival I 
must say he has obeyed all orders and seemingly with alacrity he Is 
smart and intelligent but I should think intriguing his regiment is 
very steady on parade and a hoc body of men 

It has rained all day and night. 

The Adyiyc MulUks complain that Sirdar Pec-'TSlaJiomed waa ® 
them to pay fines and penalties m addition to reveiue I have advisa^ 
that he should eicuse them, contenting hiraac'' with realizing ta'^ 
legitimate revenue. I have recommended them to come to termi® 
with him if they cared to preserve themselves and ^9 if trTv^Jps 

proceed against them they would all be destroyed or nnD®d 

2<^h AprtI iS^y — 1 he heavy ratn has brought down fifteen houses 
m the city and portions of the outer wall it has cleared up, and I 
purpose this evening proceeding to inspect the damage done 

About 650 of the RamgolcB have been discharged of these 450 
present have been paid up at an outlay of 34 ooo rupees It is terrible 
to sec how the public money has been squandered boys of 8, 10 
and 13 3*0301 receiving from 50 to 100 rupees monthly Moonshee* who 
would have been well pleased with 15 to 25 drawing more than double 
and treble almost all arc from 10 to i3 months in arrears 

A report having arrived from Lahore that attempts had been 
made to stir up the troops here in the cow killing matter, General 
Golab Singh brought me a disclaimer signed by all the Generals and 
Colonels my own belief is that no such attempt was made 

3 ylh ApnJ — Rode last cveuing and this rooming round and 
through the city TJic damage done has been chiefly caused b} neglect 
ing the drainage since Avitabile left no allenlion has been paid to it 
the sewers and even arches of the bridges arc choked up I Iiavc set 
men to clean them ouL 



PES/fiirUJ! POLITICAL DIARIES, iS^?. 345 

Se\cit'il of Uic Eusuf7ycs visilcd me to-day with Uibob Mudjeid 
rCliaii , he congratulates himself on oui ani\al and says that m the 
niatlci of feeding sepoys sent to eollcct levcnue which I have put a 
slop to, he alone saves 500 uipees a year ; that our proceedings m 
legal d to the Mushoo Ivhail malcontents have delighted all the people, 
who arc loud in oui praise for the orderly conduct of the troops 
employed 

3 Sih Ap}il jS jjs — The volunteering of General Mehtab Singh’s 
Regiment into Colonel Kahn Singh’s took place in my presence this 
moining each company was asked in a bod^' ; about 129 men turned 
out , moie It is said will follow ere the corps marches it is a very fine- 
looking regiment. 

Intelligence fioni Cabul to the 22nd instant is that the Ameer 
armed on the iplh and was meditating sending Nawab Jubbar Khan 
to Khoolum to assist the Meer Wallee, who was hard pressed by 
Zoolfakar Khan and Shoojahoodeen Khan, Chiefs of Surbund and 
Mazar , the foimei had sui prised a paity of 300 of tlie Wallee’s Horse 
and taken them piisoncrs, lele.ising the men but keeping their ai ms 
and hoi ses, the load to Meshed and Bokhaia was closed consequent 
on the plundei of 1 50 camel-loads of merchandise (Russian^ pioceed- 
incT fioni Peisia towards Khiva, and that differences had aiisen 
between Meshed and Persia. A cossid frcr.n Yar Mahomed of Heiat to 
Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan is said to have been the beaier of this 
new's 

2Qlh Apnl. — Thirty-nine sowars of Siidar Suijun Singh, Rungur 
Nungalea, ai rived last evening from Lahore, the advance of 500 long 
since expected, out of them I rejected five horses as unfit for service 

Received a complimentary message from the Deputy Goveinor 
of Jellalabad, Meer Akhore Ahmed, who was our civil custodian at 
Baniian, where the piisoners negociated their escape. He was always 
most kind and attentive to me, and bears a high character for truth 
and probity, a singular exception to most of his countrymen , he would 
not hear of betraying his trust by aiding in our liberation 

Slight showers with sunshine. I fear the volunteeiing of Mehtab 
Si ngh’s Regiment will be a failure, no more men having come foi ward ; 

44 
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they have not been accustomed to have an option, only understand an 
order j their officcra evidently keep them back, otherwise as the men 
know they are pretty certain to be discharged it would be natural 
they should prefer remaining In the service indeed, I think I could see 
It In their looks when they march on the 4th I hope more will stay 

joth April 184.^ — Rather a sensation amongst the officers has been 
caused by my piointiDg out a para, in the DthU of the aist 

instant in which it is said that General Mehtab Singh deemed it bis 
duty to report to the Durbar that m the time of the great Maharajah 
cows were never killed at Peahawur but of late in several villages 
many bad been slain This coming after signing the disclaimer placed 
him in an unhappy fix , he, however, positively denies ever having 
written a word on the subject and challenges the production, before 
the Resident of the letter 

It was reported that in a village distant 12 /toss an afiniy was 
on and that two or three men bad bcai kiUed I have sent for the 
leaders. 

The Eusnfxye Khans have taken leave and sUrted to be ready to 
meet Lieutenant Lumsden who I purpose deputing to make a hasty 
tour through the country to enable me to make some Bcttleraeat of it 
From all I can hear it has been shamefully treated, the people ground 
to the dust j much is expected from ub, and I trust we shall not disappoint 
them. 

iti Moj — The payment of the troops commenced yesterday they 
are getting four months, vie from the 3rd December to the nth Apnl, 
Poh, Afagh, Phagiin Chait — the last tvo Include the much prized batta 
Mehtab Singh s Regiment and a company proceeding on escort with 
XJeutenant Lumsden were paid in my presence and this morning the 
right wing of Mecr Jung Ah s corps (Mabomedana) 

The road from Jcllalabad to Cabul is now open to large Knfilas 
the Kb}ber is still dosed 


Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnnapal Asti to Hit Agent G^G , N~W F 
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No. 15 —Political Diary of Major G-eorge St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 2nd, to Saturday, the 8th May 1847. 

2iid May iSiflj — The leaders of the affray, which in my Diary of t)ie 
30th I report having sent for, returned for answer that they had never 
piesented themselves at Peshawur, and never would ; that if I tried to seize 
them they would fly to the hills , their village is close under them I 
started a party of Afghans under my Moonshee, Hadjie Mahomed, who 
seeing my anxiety to get them volunteered his services, and I am happy 
to say succeeded in capturing and bringing in the five survivors, most 
atrocious looking cut-throats. He reached the village as day dawned, 
and found all prepared for flight, the bullock-loads lying around their 
houses. The five men occupied the same house, and at first meditated 
resistance, but, on the Moonshee assuring them that a large force was 
in the reai, they gave themselves up ; their arms were brought in He 
represents the village as a wretched collection of 40 mud huts, but very 
difficult of access. I have presented him with a watch, and the pai ty 
with Rs 25 

In the evening Dawur Khan of Mashoo Khail gave himself up on 
my assurance of a fair trial As he was coming in and close at hand, 
one of the opposite party fired at him ; he escaped, but the ball grazed 
the nose of one of his followers I have confined tne man who aftei 
tiring came to me as if he had done a praiseworthy act 1 mention the 
circumstance as indicative of the state of the country. 

3rd May — Lieutenant Lumsden matched this morning towards 
Eusufzye, accompanied by Colonel Alla Singh and several of the Khans ; 
his escort 25 Sikh sowars, 2 companies of Infantry, and Detachment 
of his Cavalry and Infantry Guides. I accompanied him a shoi t way and 
jjj returning inspected the cantonment of Sirdar Suchet Singh, which has 
suffered considerably from the late rain , it consists of ten ranges 
of barracks with native officers’ houses in rear Two ranges on 
the left flank I have directed to be pulled down to repaii the rest, so 
as to be ready for Ram Sahaie’s Regiment, which I intend to locate 
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here instead of the lines of Mebtab Singh 8 corps; which are m a hollow, 
and built nrost irregularly 

MooHah Nu)eeb amved from Ljihore, and called to pay his respects 
and present his sunnud for the restoration of his jaghir 

^l/i May — Rode this morning to the village of Lallah KaDah, 
distant BIX ytoss, accompanied by the Kardar Durbarra Singh to bcc the 
injury done to the crops by the late inundation of the Barrah from the 
ram , it must have nsen at least from 8 to to feet and has done consider 
able damage destroying 50 or 60 houses In this village, 14 or 1,600 
mauntls of grain and much of the elandlng crop the village ib on the road 
to Pubbee from which it is distant five coi& and the Barrah here runs 
m a rapid stream with an immense body of water 

General Mchtab Singh took leave with many professions of devo- 
tion to us , he marched with his corps at \ 1 a.m 

Sirdars Sultan and Peer Mahomed said they had received letters 
from their brother Sirdar Rahim DiU Khan of Candahar professing 
himself our servant and well wisher and enquiring if there was any 
objection to his coming to Peshawur to see his brothers I replied I 
saw none that he might come when be liked as might the Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan If he wished, that I would report accordingly to 
Lahore 

Three Akalecs got drunk one cut down a Ramgole severely 
wounding him in the calf On sending to seize them they at first 
resisted, but were secured and brought to me. 1 confined two for some 
days and the third for three moulbs in irons first advising with the 
Generals oue of them had his hand shattered bj a gun shot, when 
fighting against General Avitabilc from him I took an engagement that 
he would in future conduct himself with sobriety and order, under pain 
of expulsion from this district. 

5//1 May — Shahzndah Mahomed Tyfoor wants me to get his house 
restored which was confiscated 16 years ago 

Mr Agnew writes me from Hussan Abdall that he marched for Chuch 
this daj, and Dewan Hakim Raic that he comes in to-morrow but will 
encamp atthcShahlc Bagh till the i6th which Is an auspicious day for 
hJs entering the aty I replied that he might please himself A slight 
shock of earthquake at 3 p m , weather close and cloudy 
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With a view to cany out the Governor-Generars views I have 
told Gcneial Golab Singh to announce that any soldiers wishing to 
jcmit money to their families may lodge the same in this Treasury, 
and will icccive eithci fiom me or the Resident bills foi the amount, 
I have likewise announced that the Dui bar wnll be solicited to annul 
the piescnt lulc which confiscates to the State all the ai rears of pay of 
deceased men, and to substitute the more just and liberal one of award- 
ing it to ihcir families or i datives The officers say these ameliora- 
tions will give universal satisfaction 

I lode through the lines of the ist Ramgole Regiment last evening 
to the Colonel’s house, wdio was out , most of the men came out and 
surrounded me, saluting me in the most respectful manner I stopped 
some time talking to them , the late Goveinor would not have dared to 
trust Inmsclf among them 

A pai tj' of a Daffadar and 6 Sow'ais of the i6th oi Liptrott’s Iiregu- 
lais have ainvcd fiom Nacodia (5/t) on seven months’ leave , they say 
they were formerly in Ferns’ Jezailchees. 

ytJi May iS^j — Hakim Raie, the new Adalutee, Naib Nazim and 
Kardar, arrived yesteiday, and brought puiwannahs fiom the Duibar 
to the Geneial, Urbobs, and Ramgoles, and liom which it would all but 
appear that he was the Governor instead of the Naib , he seems smart 
and intelligent, and professes he is only here to attend to our wishes 
and orders, and that he looks up to us as he did to the Mahaiaja 

Bukshee Singh’s tioop of Horse Aitillery fiom Lahore and Goojrat 
ai rived, also the Golandauze of Colonel Alla Singh under the Adjutant; 
the Commander Soondhui Singh is said to have taken leave and gone 
to his home 

The purwannah appointing General Golab Singh Governor arrived 
this evening much to my joy, as now I expect to be lelieved of the onus 
of the government ; the officers of the army assembled in my house 
and waimly congratulated the new Governor I took the opportunity to 
point out that such was the reward of a long couise of good service, 
and to express my hopes that each of them might attain like dis- 
tinction. 

8ih May . — The issue of pay to the Regular Army will be con- 
cluded on the 1 2th , they will then be only one month in an ears , it has 



350 


PESHAWUR POLITICAL DIARIES 


been paid m my preacnce, that is, I m one room and the Paymasler m 
the next vfith the door open between us as yet there has not been one 
complaint. Sirdar Sultan Mahomed has presented me with s horse, and 
made me promise not to sell him his value will be carried to Govern 
ment account 


A sepoy of Ramgoles poisoned himself , he was brought to me 
In a senseless state. Mr Thompson applied the stomach pump bu't with 
out avail \ 


Geo St P LAWRENCE, Majoj 


Pnnapal Assi to tkt Agtnl, G G , F 


No 16,— Political Diary of Major Georg© St. P Law^noe, 
Principal Asalfftant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North Weet Frontier at Pesh^wur i iom 
Sunday, the 16th, to Saturday, the 22nd May I 84 W 
16 th May i 8 ^j — I have commenced making around of vrsllts to 
the Colonels of Corps, which please them much. I send noticeV the 
previous day, and they have their officers to meet me Nothing vean 
exceed the attention they pay me, when they lose their reserve ta^ ey 
converse freely, and have grveo me some amusing anecdotes of tlhe 
late campaign They all extol the valor of our European Troop! s 
but not so that of our Native. They attnbutc their own defeat |l 
their want of leaders and their own dlsotganlzed slate. U 


lytli May — Called on Colonels Ruttun Singh, Man and Mebtannj 
Singh Moraria, who presented me with horses and money { the formchtf 
I declined, telling them that the practice of giving presents prevented men' 
from paying as many visits as inclination would otherwise Induce ^it 
they promise to make no more, but such was their custom, and they''^ 
would suffer In public csUmatioa did they not make offerings on my 
first visit this was an appeal there was no resisting 

Lieutenant Lurasden wntes me that the state of theEusufz}c 
country Is beyond belief, that he Is besieged by thousands of 
complainants and that such is the fearful state of misrule engendered 
by Sirdar Shcr Singh s system of gnnding exactions that it Is Impossi 
ble to say what has really been paid to Government, taken by the 
Sirdar plundered by the troops, or made away with by the Khans , 
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that there is not a single house in the whole distiicl that has not 
been literally gutted, etc., etc. ; that the Khans keep large bands of horse, 
fed and equipped by the plundei of the people 

iSth May iSif /. — Intelligence from Cabul of the loth is that the 
Asufoodoula has marched from Meshed, and that the Shah of Persia, 
with an army of Go,ooo and 150 guns, has made two maichesfrom 
Tehran towards Meshed, on hearing which, it is said that Asufoodoula 
started with 25 horsemen towards the Persian camp : some people say 
the army is destined for Herat, others Khiva It is said there is a 
Sahib at Kokand, and that he gave a draft foi i,ooo itllahs on a 
shroff at Cabul, which was returned, the shroff not being forthcoming 

The city of Cabul has suffered considerably fiom the recent rain ; 
the Ameer has all letters from this quarter taken to him which he 
reads and gives back. The intelligence letter which was despatched 
on the 30th ultimo from Cabul to me has not reached 

I dined at General Elahee Buksh’s last night; he gave a grand enter- 
tainment to 3 or 400 ; all the officers were present, with General Sirdar 
Golab Singh I received a tray of 9 paichas and 250 rupees, with a 
horse, this latter I retuined 

In a private letter from Jelialabad to one of my people it was 
mentioned that matters were not going on well at Cabul, and that the 
Governor had been sent for , also that the Ghilzie insurrection was but 
partially suppiessed. Called on Colonel John Holmes, who presented 
me with 226 rupees and a horse I returned the latter. 

I have written Lieutenant Lumsden not to enter too minutely 
into all the cases of oppression brought before him, but only such as 
appear to require immediate attention ; to tell the others they must 
bide their time, that all will get a fair hearing ; and to try and make 
the Khans understand that the sooner they dismiss their bands of 
predatory horse the better , and that any complaints of present 
oppression will be visited heavily I have also told him not to press 
too hard on the Khans, as they only followed the example set them, 
and that the zemindars must be led to hope more from the future 
than to expect redress for the past, etc 

20th May — As indicative of the state of alarm in which the Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan is in as to our intention towards Cabul, I may 
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here observe that the messenger who took my last letter was placed 
under charge and not allowed to leave the house for the two days he 
remained or commuiucate with any one he was then escorted to 
Bootkak and told to make the beat of his way here The Residents 
letter which I forwarded with one from myself, was to request that 
a Commissariat Goraastah, said to be m confinement near Gumee, 
might be released and aent to me the Ameer with many professions 
promises compliance 

We bad a dust storm last evening followed by thunder hghtmng 
and ram which lasted some hours, 

A seizure baa been made of 111 camels with smuggled salt In 
communicabon with the Governor 1 have ordered the salt to be lodged 
m the Government Stores, and the camels to be sold on the public 
account 

2istMay — General Elahee Buksh, Commanding the Artillery, 

called to present Commandant Soondbur Singh and Bellnd Khan, on 
arrival from Lahore the Artillery horaes ordered long aince from the 
capital have not yet arrived 

Have heard from the Resident that he approves of my suggestion 
of substituting a national standard for the khalsa troops and forts 
in lieu of the present Tn Color also that the English exercise and 
drill ahould be adopted when this 18 done, I can amuse myself with 
manoeuvnng the Cavalry Bngadc and also look better after their 
Infantry evolutions In which latter Lieutenant Lumsden will assist 

22nd May — Dined at Colonel Meer Jung All s He was for 15 years 
Incur Infantry is smart, Intelligent and soldierlike and has a good 
regiment General Sirdar Golab Singh and the Colonels Command^nt 
were present. During General Pollock s campaign he went m com 
mand of 300 Sikh Infantry with Colonel Lawrence to CabuL 

My private information from the line* of corps is that the men 
are all well pleased with the present order of things and only afraid 
lest by any misconduct they should lose the service os long as matter* 
go on well at Lahore, the troops here I think may be depended on 
I have called on the General for a statement of the semecs of each 
officer, and expressed my intention of reviewing each regiment In the 
course of the next month 
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The new Goveinoi. Gcneial Golab Singh, calls on me daily, and 
will do nothing without consulting me, so that m fact I am the Governor, 
in all but the name 

I am happy to report that evei3dhing is^quiet in the Province, and 
that on all sides the perfect peace which prevails is attnbuted to the 
piesence of British authorities. 

The revenue settlements for the yeai are nearly completed. 

Gro St. P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Punapal Ass/ to the Agent, G-G., N -W. F 


No 17.— Political Diary of Major G-eorge St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 23rd, to Saturday, the 29th May 1847. 

2j)d May iS^y — A geneial paiade of the force, after which the 
Sirdai , General Golab Singh, called with most of his officers I am 
liappy to observe that his elevation to the Governorship has m no way 
diminished bis zeal and e^prtt de coips, if I may so style it , as Com- 
mander of the forces, he receives the daily reports and attends to the 
minutest paiticulars. He and his Deputy Goveinoi, Dewan Hakim 
Raie, came to me about 6pm yesterday, and were with me till 8, 
repoiting then proceedings m revenue and judicial matters foi the 
last three days 

Two dismounted troops of Artillery ai rived from Lahore to com 
plete the Peshawui establishment, they are a rough -and-ieady, wild- 
lookmg set, apparently under little control Several are absent without 
leave, a common custom in the Sikh army on being ordered to 
Peshawur or elsewhere they go to their homes foi a month or two 
and then join at their pleasure, affoiding a fine opportunity for the 
Paymaster’s retrenchments 

Bph May — Mahomed Hossein, vakeel of Ameer Dost Mahomed 
Khan, arrived from Cabul yesterday, and called this morning, bringing 
letters for the Resident and myself He produced, by desire of his master, 
several letters bearing the seal of Syed Mahomed, Pugmaun, better known 
to us as Jan Fishan Khan, our pensioner residing at Surdhunna, in which, 

45 
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with much abuse of the Ameer and preaent Government he recommends 
his fnends to bide their time in an months the British would be at 

Cabul etc The Ameer of course disclaims all idea of these letters 

emanating from us but deems it as well we should know that such 
have been sent 

The Governor and Deputy were with me for 5e\eral hours dis- 
cussing revenue and Judicial matters i the former Issued a proclamation 
against giving and taking bnbes 

May — Dined at Colonel Ameer Khan s last evening , he 

had a guard of honor drawn out, and' his band received me with our 
nadonal anthem almost all his officers and men are Hindoostanec 
Mussulraen The General and other officers were present , the corps Is 
said to be a crack one, and never to have been engaged in any of the 

outbreaks of the Sikh army A remount of 8o horses for the Artillery 

arrived this morning from Lahore with harness complete one died en 
route all arc in indifferent condition 

Orders have been received for the march of the Kbas Dragoons 
under Colonel Kahn Singh to Lahore on being relieved by the Cburuo- 
jeet corps the rhgiment would rather remain and be weeded here, but 
as the Colonel observed they have now only to obey 

The Cabul vakeel has been quesbonlng my Moonabee as to 
whether I remain here dunng tli<* hot weather, and If I go Is any other 
gentleman to come ? The Moonshee has heard from one of the 
vakeels people that the Ameer s special instructions were to ascertain 
If the Sahibs were to renj&ia for good at Pcsbamir It Is dear that our 
proximity disturbs hJrm 

26lh May — Saw the troops at Bngade exercise this morning four 
Infantry, one Cavalry and troop of Horse Artillery, the Commanderof 
the troops was on the held, but only as a spectator Colonel Ruttun 
Singh Man, commanded and manocavred much the same as the General , 
indeed he Is a pnpll of bis 

1st — The Bngade threw back Its nght by echelon of companies 
on No 8 of the and RcgirocnL 

and. — Threw forward the 3rd retired by double column of com 
panics from the centre. 

3rd. — Line to the rear on leading companies 
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41b — Counlcr-mnrcb on centre by files and colmiins of companies 
and troops 

51b — Column rn tiias^f by tbc maicb of files. General salute 

Tbe Ca\alr3 were \ery wild and seemed to be little attended to 
I called on Colonel Maun Singb, Commanding tbe Poorbea or Hindoo- 
stance Regiment, and sal a couple ofbouis talking to bimself and Sooba- 
dais , be is tbc son of tbc late Gcncial Dbokul Singb, an e\-bavildar of 
our'^, w bo latbcd tins tbc first tcgulai regiment for tbe Maharajah; 
the men aie with few exceptions fioni oiu piovinccs and many formerly 
in our seivice Lieutenant Lumsden recognised one who deserted from 
bis own company tbc nigbt bcfoic Sobiaon I at fiist thought of 
sending ibis man to ilic Resident, but on consideration deemed it would 
be imp! udent and might be pioductivc of bad consequences without 
an} commensui.ite good 

2/111 May iS^y —Lieutenant Lumsden, with Colonel Alla Singh, 
relumed fiom the Lusufzyc countiy Ibis morning from tbeir account 
I fear blllc icvcnuc is to be expected ibis season from the Khureef ciop ; 
whole villages aie deseiled and the countiy in a state of desolation. 
Not a complaint has been made duiing these 25 days to me against the 
Sikh escort, whose conduct has been umfoimly good 

On my leturn fiom }cslci day’s field day, inspected the two 
Ramgolc regiments wdncb 1 have embodied from the three aftei weeding 
them; they aic now a lespeclablc body of men, but require 50010 
complete these I intend to take from tbc able-bodied foil garrison 

28tli May — A seizure of 100 camels laden with contraband salt has 
been made near tbe Kobat distiict , of late yeais ibis contraband trade 
has flourished to the great detriment of the revenue To give it a 
check at once, I have recommended the owneis to be fined rupees 2,000, 
or their camels to be sold on the public account the zemindars who 
gave the information which led to the seizure to be liberally rewarded. 

Ihe city is full of the rumour of the advance of the Persian army 
on Herat, and of oui Envoy having retired in disgust Can the arrival 
of the Cabul vakeel be in any way connected wnth this ? He has gone 
to Sirdars Sultan and Peer Mahomed in the Doaba, having obtained 
my sanction. 
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I am told that some of the Artillerymen recently arrived are 
mutineers and bad characters I have ordered an inspection parade 
of them for to-morrow 

sglh May i 8 ^y — Inspected the men of the three corps of Horse 
Artillery lately arrived, and m front of the whole directed the Artillery 
General to call upon the officers to point out any disaffected or rautmoua 
characters in order to their being returned to Lahore any officer with- 
holding information should be held personally responsible after this 
* 20 of which are unfit for the service the Governor was 

present 

On Monday 1 hope to fiolah the second muster and first iDstalment 
of pay to the Ramgoles It is a work of time, as each man is first to be 
minutely eaamlncd and then paid in my presence If I am called away 
for an instant an uproar Immediately ensues T\ itb all my care I find 
last month 17 false names received twelve months arrears of pay the 
original men had long since died or deserted I have directed the 
amount to be recovered from the officers and clerks (Duftnes) 

Intelligence from Cabul up to the 24th is that there has been a fight 
between the Kuzzelbash and Rekhta Khanees Sheahs and Soonees, 
Id which 70 men were killed and wounded several of note among the 
former The Ameer sent his sons Gbolam Hyder Khan Mahomed 
Ameer Khan and bhere Ah Khan to try and stop It the two latter 
joined in the fray on tlic Soonees aide and themselves wounded 
two men the Sheaha were defeated and arc said to be longing for 
revenge. 

Reports were nfe that Sikh troops were daily arriving here and that 
the Governor General with an army had reached Lahore. The Ameer 6 
mind was much disturbed and he was enlisting men The Khan of 
Bokhara is reported to have marched three months since toivards 
Shihir I Subz , Kafilas from Cabul were delajxd at KLoolum m consc 
quence. 

The party which conveyed (he remains of the lair ^iJahun^ed 
Akbar to that city had returned. All U well here. 

Glo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pntiapal j 4 s 3 i to Uie ligcHl, G G N JP 


Mionicript torn. 
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No. 18.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Princiiial Assistant to the Agent to the Governor, 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 30th May, to Saturday, the 5th June 1847. 

joth May — 'I i ans.ncicd no business The tioops weie out at 
n gcncual pniadc foi inspection b}' the Govcrnoi. 

?/s/ ?^Iav — At a niccling with the Go\crnor and Deputy Governor, 
llakiiu Rate, we earned out llic Dm bar’s ordcis confiscating i8 out 
of the 20.000 uipces jaghcer enjoyed by Kumuiooddcen Khan for 
the protection of tlic road We ha\c told him that until anangements 
aic completed foi the safeguard of the load, he will be answeiable for 

It 

L\t Jum — biidai Sultan Mahomed called on me on his return from 
the Doaba , he is loud in piaisc of the airangcmcnts of bis biothcr 
Sirdar Pcci Mahomed, who keeps up two guns and a respectable force 
of hoi sc and fool on his jaglicci, while his othci brother Syed 
Mahomed has baldly a soldici, spending all his substance, no one knows 
how ;hcicfuscd to sec Sultan Mahomed, or to lender any account of 
the hoi sc and fool he is bound by treaty with the Sikhs to keep up. As 
the Duibar look to Sultan Mahomed foi the due fulfilment, on the part 
of his biotheis, of the tcims on w'hich they hold their jagheers, he is 
natuially dcsiious of forcing Syed Mahomed to pci foi m his part of it 
I ha\c told him he can do as he pleases. 

2nd June — A proclamation was issued by the Governor a few days 
since to the cficct that any one giving or taking biibes would be 
severely dealt w'lth and the money confiscated ; my Moonshee reported 
that he was oflered lOO rupees by the Tushecldai and door-keeper of the 
Gor Khuttry, a man named Bhaug Singh, said to have amassed a consid- 
erable fortune within the last seven yeais by levying contributions 
on all petitioners and othci s who icquired access to the Governor 

I told the Moonshee to take the money, and I would make an example 
of the giver , the money came. I fined Bhaug Singh 200 rupees which 
1 lodged with the 100 picviously given in the Government Tieasury, and 
recommended his immediate dismissal from Government employ, which 
was done 

The Churunjeet Regiment of Cavalry arrived from Lahore ; the 
Khas Regiment march on the 4th 
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jrd June i 8 <f.y — The Governor and Deputy were with me for three 
hoars inquiring Into the jagheers and pensions, which amount in this 
Province to the cnonnous sum of Rs 68,104 annum 

We have made over the protection of the road hence to Attock to 
Jaffcr Khan, Khuttuckee from Khairabad to Nowshera and thence to 
Chamkunnee to Futteh Khan and Niahan Khan The former is a 
jagheerdar to the extent of Ra 10 000 a year, for which he rendered no 
service the two latter have likewise jagheers of Rs 1,200 per annum , 
to this we have added Rs 500 and thus do for this small sum, what 
cost the State Ra 20 000 a year 1 

The Cabul vakeel took leave yesterday, and started this morning 
well pleased with his reception 1 gave him a seafitl, and pair of shawls 
to the value of 150 rupees. 

^ihjtiue — The corpse of a man killed in a village affray yesterday 
was laid at ray door this morning the parties are pnsoners. The subject 
of dispute arose from a horse straying in the fields, but an old feud 
existed the case is under trial 

The Kbas Regiment of Cavalry relieved by the Churunjeet 
Regiment, marched this mormng towards Lahore they regret leaving 
Colonel Kahn Singh who commands them is smart and inlclHgent, nnd 
I shidl be glad to get him back 

I find some difficulty in getting Artillery Officers to give In the names 
of their men of bad and turbulent characters I have told the General 
that I know there are several and they must be pointed out they are 
still afraid of their men 

^Ih June — Last evening in discharging some 600 of the Ram 
goles two native officers sboned an incUnation to disturb the peace I 
bad them seized and taken to the guard which they had hardly reached 
when one complained of being 1)1 lay down and was dead in an Instant , 
the men set up a howl, and symptoms of turbulence arose Lieutenant 
Lumsden on one side and I on the other sboated to them, and 
though the body was earned through the middle of them, beyond an 
occasional vrall nothing occurred I went on selecting the men tb 
remain and those to go, as if nothing had happened 
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I am liapp3 lo ‘^ay tlicy arc now down in numerical stiength to 

2.3^j9 

No icccnt intelligence from the west. 

Gi o. St. \\ LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnnnpnl A^<^t io the Atrnit, G -G., N -IV. F. 


No 19.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 6th, to Saturday, the 12th June 1847 

6lli fttur jS I"/. — Ordcis fiom Lahore rcccucdthis morning counter- 
manding the maicli of the Khas Diagoons fortunately I had halted 
them .about pi\ miles off anticipating this, h.aving heard from the 
Rc'^idcnt that it was in conlcm))lation 

On arrival at Pcshaw’ui, I found all the paiadcs under cultivation 
up to, and even between, the men’s lines Dus I at once put a stop to; 
each officer and man had his little field, and, of course, the wmter was 
taken from the 7Cmindars 

Bctu’ccn the Aitillery and one of Colonel Holmes’ Regiments the 
ground formerly allotted for exercise bad been appropriated to himself 
by a Fakcei, wdio Iiad built a house, gai den, tank and well , the two 
latter, with the house, I permitted him to retain, but directed the wall 
of the garden to be removed and the ground to be resumed for its 
original purpose, this has lately been done This moining I heard that 
the Fakcer had been ficely censuring the General foi Ins tamely agree- 
ing lo my suggestions, and talking to the Sikh soldiers in an inflam- 
matory way I have theiefore directed the General to send a Naik 
and SIX to seirc and convey him across the Attock as a dangerous person 
to have among the men 

The Jagheerdar Horse, said to be 1,500, undei Sirdar Kahn Singh, 
have arrived within four miles of the city I take their muster to-morrow 
with that of the Churunjeet Regiment of Cavalry 

ylh June — Inspected the Jagheerdar Horse, now said to be 1,000 
under Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, and allotted them ground for a 
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amtonment Orders arrived for the Churunjcet Regiment of Cavalry 
to march to Hazarah 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed urges the expediency of compelUng his 
brother, Syed Mahomed to keep up his quota of horse and foot and 
to pay attention to the aflaira of his Jaghecr 

With Detvan HaJdm Rale I examined Che various punvannahs 
for rellgioufl grants which occupied us some hours I have had all 
the hquor shops concentrated m one house In the city, over which 
I have put a guard to prevent affrays and to disarm all soldiers drink 
Ing to excess The General has done the same by the various grog 
shops in the lines 

Sth June — Hearing that there was an assemblage of Afrecdees 

near Adyxyc, bent on plundenog the villages In their neighbourhood, 1 
sent my Chopper Bashee, and some of the Guide Corps to ascertain Its 
truth, finding it was correct I have ordered a small party of Afreedee 
Horse out to watch their movements and send early InUmatioD 

I have at length got the names of ten of the Artillery disaffected 
and bad characters from General Elahee Buksh and It is deserving of 
notice that some of them were ringleaders m turning the General 
himself out of his command during the reign of terror I I ha\^ directed 
them to be paid up and sent across the Attock forthwith 

pth Jwit — Several affrays having recently taken place in the 
viUsges around, the Governor \s anxious to put a atop to them, and has 
therefore sentenced two men to be hung to-morrow convicted of 
klllmg another I wished to submit the case for the Durbar’s orders 
but as they represent that an immediate example is necessary I 
have consented to their execution and trust it may have the desurd 
effect 

In conjunction with the General, leave of absence to the extent of a 
fourth of the troops has been granted all proceeding on leave are 
warned to return punctually, to proceed together, and to be careful to 
commit no misdemeanour or outrage en route under penalty of forfeiture 
of future indulgence, loss of service etc strict attention to be paid 
to seniority of claim the corps that have been on leave not now to 
participate 
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lofh /line iS^/. — I regret to say two more men were murdered last 
night by a pait}' of nine, tluee of whom I have apprehended and am 
now tr^'ing the cause a woman, sister of one of the murderers 

The extreme penalty of the law was carried into effect this 
moining on the two convicted of murder: it being the second execution 
since Avitabilc’s dcpai lure created a great sensation, and an immense 
crowd were picsenl 

I had all the heads of the police with two companies of Ranigoles 
in attendance , and all went on well and orderly I have directed the 
bodies to remain for some days, and have had the crime and sentence 
proclaimed throughout the city and neighbouring villages. 

iilfi Juul — Took the muster of 2S0 Ghoiechuiias, good looking 
men, but indifl'crently mounted; the remainder aie to be seen to-monow 

The Governor and Deputy' were with me for some houis to-day ; 
they appear to woik belter together. We have sent for all the Eusufzye 
Khans to tiy and make a settlement of their disputes and revenue 

A Hindoslance Ranigole cut a piostitule down m the city and 
then killed himself, the unfortunate woman can’t live 

12II1 June — Two of the nine men concerned in the murder on the 
evening of the 9th have been convicted and sentenced to be hung this 
evening and five more to be imprisoned with haid labour for five years ; 
the other two have not yet been appiehended 

Under instructions from the Resident Lieutenant Lumsden staits foi 
Hussuu Abdafl on the 15th instant to be employed mthat quaiter foi the 
next month ; most men would growl and grumble at being detached in such 
weather, and therefore the wish was merely expressed that he was there 
his zeal, however, outweighed all personal considerations, and he would 
have started on the instant had I let him Mustered the remainder of 
the Ghorechurras 474, so that instead of 1,000 as reported then strength 
IS 754, quite enough ; they do not look the sort to get work out of. 

The execution went off quietly, and I am told by the Urbobs, etc , 
that It’s so quickly following the crime will have a most beneficial 
effect 

No recent authentic intelligence from the west. 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G -G , N -W. F 
46 
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No 20 —Political Diary of Major Glcorge St P Lawrence, 

Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 

General, North West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 18th, to Saturday, the 19th June 1847 

jjfA Jun* i8^y —Nothing worth recording at the request of the 
General, the usual Grand Parade was excused this being a festival 
day 

i^h Junt — The Governor and Deputy were with me for some 
hours transacting busmesa 

An elephant, fully caparisoned, arrived from the Durbar for 
my use. 

Attended a Grand Durbar at the Governor s, at which 1 pre 
sented him with hia Khlllut of Investiture as Sirdar, and took the 
opportunity of expressing my gratification at such an honor having 
devolved on me, and reiterated my hope that the officers present by 
following the example of Sirdar Golab Singh, might be thus rewarded 
the Sirdar had every Officer down to the Junior Jaxnadar and man y 
Pnvates to dinner of which i 400 partook IlluminatJoD, fire-works 
and iMutchtng conclnded the Joyous day 

i£th Jum — I was to have taken the muster of the Khas 
Dragoons this morning but at the request of the officers postponed It till 
to-morrow to admit of their enjoying the Governor's hospitality to the 
full the same cause delayed Lieutenant Lumsden s departure for Chucb, 
which was fixed for this day 

Ram Sahalc’s regiment of Infantry has crossed the Attock In 
progress from Find Dadun Khan to this 

i6th Jum — Took the muster of the Khas Dragoons, and 
selected 83 of all ranks bad characters and unfits and have ordered 
them to Lahore. 

Transacted revenue and judicial matters with the Governor and 
Deputy Lieutenant Lumsden started for Hussun Abdall byorderofthe 
Resident to remain in that neighbourhood till the arrival of Lieutenant 
Nicholson he overtakes his camp at Nowshcra 

17U1 June — At my weekly Durbar the Urbobs and others 
congratulated me on llie prospect there now was of the constant village 
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nfTi.'w'^ being nl an end ; ihnl huhcilo the people thought I would only 
imprison , the^ had now found out then nustnKc 1 tiust they me light, 
though 1 ln\c ni} doubt'? 

I hn\c had the hodic'^ of the men executed intened beneath the 
gallow <?. 

A Tet'-nn Ictici mentions the escape of Lieutenant Lumsden 
from drowning, he had put a chnrpoy, 01 native bed, on inflated skins m 
the Cabul n\ci at Dnbundcc, intending to float dowMi to Nowshcra, and 
had gone ‘^omc inilc'-, when the skins burst and he wnth his attendant 
wa*; immci‘'Cd in the wntei. fiom winch with difificulty he was extricated, 
losing hi<? sword, pisiol nnd clothes 

iS/it /un, /S;y — Mnsicrcd the ofilccrs and non-coninnssioned 
ofTicers of the Kins Diagoons (dismounted), and reduced seven 
jmindais, five 1! ixiKhis and si\ Naiks in excess to the establishment 

I rcgicl to that a icpoit ftom Khnttuk has just rcaciicd of 
n \illagc afiV.i}, in which one man has been killed and seven w'oundcd, 
the came — non-fulfilment of a mam.agc conliaci j the panics engaged 
lia\c ahsconded, hut I hope to catch them. 

iptl< Jttui. — Colonel Ram Sahaic Singh’s regiment of Infantry 
marched into cantonments this morning, said to be 700 stiong , he with, 
all his ofilccrs waned on me this moining This is one of the corps of 
General Sirdni Golab Singh’s old IJngadc w Inch accompanied liim to 
Cabul 

Took the muster of 4 }. Ghorcchurras, under Bhookum Khan 
A lettci from Lieutenant Lumsden confirms the Persian report 
of his nanow’ escape I am happy to add he is not the worse for this 
ducking 

Gno St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Punalial /Issf iothc Agents G ~G.^ N,-W F. 

No. 21 —Political Diary of Major George St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 20th, to Saturday, the 26th June 1847 

20//1 —The usual General Parades of troops I intend 
to propose that this paiade should be ordered for Mondays in future, as 
then I can attend, whereas now I do not. 
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In consequence of the great heat I have recommended the 
discontinuance of all parades for exercise at present, and drills only to 
be out in the morning the men are of course highly pleased 

2isi June 184.7 — Transacted business with the Governor and 
Deputy examined into several religious grants etc , had all the 
Eusufzye Khans and many Mulhks to pay their respects 

Mustered Ghorechurraa and inspected 73 recruits (Infantry) arrived 
from Lahore posted them to Colonel Meer Jung Ali s regiment. 

1 o the great delight of the Ramgoles I have granted them leave 
of absence to the extent of one-fifth officers non-comraissioned and 
men this is the first indulgence of the kind they had ever had 

22nd June — Intelligence from Cabul up to the 1 5th instant is 
that the Ghilzies of the Babaka Khael (Mahomed Shah Khan s) had 
plundered some traveUera near Seh Baba and that the Ameer had sent 
a thousand men with two guns on elephants, who attacked them took 
their Fort of Gogomundee, and gave it with the plunder for 3,000 rupees 
to their enemies. On the 9th It was reported to the Ameer that Sirdar 
Sultan Jan and Mahomed Afzal Khan, eon of Sbabohdeen Tookhec, had 
plundered a Kafila and killed some of the people near Khllat 1 Ghilzie, 
the Tookbees and Huxaras aiding them 

fhe Ameer is said to have received some letters from the Urbobs of 
Peshawur and Durreah Khan Adyxyle. An Elchtt from the Meer 
Wallec of Khoolum arrived at Cabul on the 14th Instant. 

Mirza Hoosain reached on the nth. The Ameer appeared well 
pleased with the result of his mission he brought a letter from Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed saying that if the Ameer wished to be on good'ierms 
with us and that his affairs should prosper, be ought to send a vakeel on 
whom he could depend to remain with me that Mirza Hoosain was not 
the man The Ameer proposed to Nawab Jubbar Khan to go but he 
declined it was thought that Mirxa Abdool Samee Khan would be sent 
It was reported at Cabul that the Kh«n of Khiva hearing that 
the King of Bokhara had marched towards Shihir 1 -Subz had made 
a chapars to within 30 miles of Bokhara, and returned with many 
thousand captives The King on hearing this returned and killed with 
his own hand Nalb Abdool SummundKbanby striking him on the head 
with a hatchet his family and property were made over to the Viuccr 
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231 d June i8jf.y — Rode thiough the city at gunfire this morning 
to arrange a new disposition of the sentiies. the guards have hitherto 
been posted in small details of six men , these I have concentrated in 
parties of i8 and 24, who will furnish sentries for their several posts, 
but be available as a bod}^ if required. 

Ti ansacted business with the Governor and Deputy in the affairs 
of the Eusufzyes which are most difficult to arrange, they aie m 
such a state of anarchy and bad blood with each other 

Another affray has just been reported to have occurred m the 
village of Mashoo Khail in which six men wei e wounded ; I have called 
on the Urbob, Mahomed Khan, to seize and bung in all the paities 

2^ih June — A treasure party with two lakhs of rupees arrived 
from Lahoie three were expected, the third is said to b& en route 
but I doubt it. 

Lieutenant Lumsden writes me from Hussun Abdall that there 
IS nothing stirring there; amuider had been committed on a grass-cutter 
which was set down to the Gundghtirrias, but he very much suspected 
unjustl}’’ ; more likely to have been the act of some of his companions 
He informs me that the Churunjeet Regiment of Cavalry had halted, 
the Colonel said for pay 1 have ordered them oflT instantly to Huzarah and 
expressed my surpiise at the delay they have made in what they know 
to be the Duibai’s instructions I have diiected Lieutenant Lumsden to 
look after any troops in his vicinity, and to act in every respect as I do 
here till he receives the orders of the Resident 

23th June — One of my purwannahs to send in a woman who 
had been forcibly carried off having been returned to me by the Mullick 
of Mashoo Gugger with his reply that he " had never attended to 
Avitabile, why should he to me?,” at 10 pm I quietly started 300 
Cavalry and 600 Infantry under Colonels Alla and Mehtab Singh and by 
daybreak surrounded the village and seized the gentleman 

I had purposed going myself, but the Governor came up m 
the middle of the night and so strongly urged me not, that I complied 
18 or 20 swords and loaded matchlocks were brought in, which I have 
confiscated The Sikh troops, the Colonels report, as did my people whom 
I sent with them, conducted themselves most orderly 
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26th Junt — Lieutenant Lumsden reports that the Churunjeet 

Regiment of Cavalry were to march from Hussun Abdall this morning 
for Huzsra. Colonel Boodh Smgh *8 Regiment of Infantry had arrived* 
All IS quiet In this quarter 

Gto. St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
indpai Asst to tiu Agent, G G , N W F 


No 22.— Political Diary of Major George St. P Itawrenoe, 

Principal Aaflintant to the Agent to the Governor- 

General, North "West Frontier at Peahawur, from 
Snnday, the 27th June to Saturday, the 3rd July 1847 

2^ih Junt 184.7 — The Officer Commanding isth Native Infantry 
wntes the Assistant Resident at Lahore to have a deserter from his regi- 
ment, said to be in Colonel Dhokul Singh a, seized and sent to the Prov 
Inces this appearing an Irr^lar and novel proceeding I have referred 
it for the Resident's orders, and Intend taking no steps In the matter 
till I hear from him 

28th June — Sirdar Sultan Mahomed sent for my Moonshee and 
gave him letters he had recaved from Ameer Dost Mahomed with 
one to my address Copies will be sent to the Resident, though they 
contain little of momenu 

I rode over the Parade ground which I am having put In order, 
It requlnng levelling draining etc. 

Transacted business with the Governor and Deputy have at 
length settled with the Eusufryc Khans who look leave this morning, 
promising to cease from oppresoog their people and to live in peace 
with each other I have promised to reward those who have their 
lands in the best order on my visUiDg them In October 

2 gUi June — A lad of 18 or 30 of the village of Dulozle cut 
his uncle in two while lying asleep on hia bed lie acknowledges It, and 
says bis uncle owed him money and In lieu of payment promised to 
give him his daughter in rnamage. He gave her to another, and 
therefore he killed him 

Mustered the remainder of the Ghorcchurras with the Zamboor 
battery of 51 guns; all the camels arc knocked up. 1 purpose sending 
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them to graze and posting the men with the Zainboors in the different 
forts. 

Dewan Atma Singh, Vuzeer of Khoolum, who paid the late 
Sir AV. Macnaghten a visit of some months at Cabul, wiites me 
hy name George Lawrence, as if he knew me well, and pi of esses much 
service his letter arrived under cover to a banker in the city I shall 
answer him by the same channel. 

jolh June — Rode through the city, which, notwithstand- 

ing the heat, appears crowded fruit selling in great piofusion 

Inspected Colonel Ram Sahaie Singh’s regiment, about 740 
firelocks The men are a stout soldierlike set, but the officers no 
great things , all want much drill, which I have recommended their getting 
when the weather admits 

ist July — Transacted business with the Governor and Deputy. 

The lad who murdeied his uncle was executed this morning 
during the time the Urbobs were with me I took the opportunity of 
warning them to exert themselves to put a stop to affrays and to report 
instantly , they appear to look but lightly on them, and I am pretty 
sure do not exert themselves as they ought. 

2ud July — Ntl 

j} d July — Commenced paying the troops for the months of Baisakh 
and Jatth, or fiom 12th April to 9th June The three troops 
of Artillery which ariived last month are six and eight months in 
arrears, and Ram Sahaie’s regiment four months They will be paid 
up so as to be on a par with the rest of the force 

Report of a man being shot in the village of Budwair yester- 
day, but his father declares it was accidental, the case is under 
investigation. 

No intelligence from the west 

P S , — J} d July . — As I was about to close my Diary intelligence 
from Cabul up to the 27th ultimo arrived; Siidar Sooltan Jan had ariived 
with his brother Mahomed Omer Khan on the 23rd 

The Ameer was engaged in reducing the pay and number of troops 
employed by the late Sirdar Akber Khan, etc. The intelligence of 
Naib Abdool Summund Khan’s death by the hand of the King of 
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Bokhara Is conflrraed His Majesty is also sajd to have dismissed 
the Persian Elchu who bad some tune previously arrived from Meshed , 
nothing else worthy of notice 

Geo Sr P LAWRENCE Major, 
Principal Asst to tJit Agents G G ^ N -IV P 


No 23 — PoUtloal Diary of Major Goorge St P Lawrenoe, 
Principal Asslntant to the Agent to the Govemor- 
Gener^ North Weet Frontier at Peshawur, from 
Sunday the 4th, to Saturday the 10th July 1847 
phjuly i8p.j — Rode to the cantonment called Rqah Sucbet 
Singh 8 on the east of the city where I have located Colonel Ram 
Sahaie 8 regiment Withm gunshot of it on the highroad to Lahore 
are cantoned two troops of Horae Artillery, the Khas Dragoons and 
Khas Regiment of Infantry on the west of the city, in the All 
Murdau cantonment are the regiments of Meer Jung Ah RuttnnSmgh 
Mehtab Singb Maun Slogb, and Ameer Khan and Sobban Khan, 
with four troops of Horse Artillery two on each flank, the rear la 
occupied by the Aukhalee Regiment of Dragoons and Gborechurrai 
under Sirdar Kahn Smgh 

$(h July —Paid three troops of Horse Artillery four and she 
months arreara 

Engaged for three hoars with the Governor and Deputy In 
giving fresh purwannaha and enquinng into religious grants^ Jaghecra, 
etc. 

I have ascertained that an extensive system of kidnapping 
women and girls and selling them to brothel keepers and others baa 
long prevailed m this Province, some engaged in It I have seized, and; 
hope to put a stop to such nefarious proceedings I have Imprisoned 
three notorious offenders 

6th July — I have succeeded In getting three women and one clilld 
who were found locked up waiting purchaacm. Two represent them- 
selves to have been seized and brought from Kooner one from Eusufzyc 
the child appears to know nothing about Its parents or place of abode 
one woman 1 liavc made over to her fnends. 
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yihjuly iS^y . — Phuggoo Singh, Adjutant of Meerjung Ah’s regi- 
ment, brought me a puiwannah from the Durbar in leply to his appli- 
cation to be made a Commandant; they, as they have done in many 
late cases, thiow the onus of refusal on me by telling him that I may 
appoint him if I like I told him as 1 eductions were the order of the 
* day, it would not do to make new promotions 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan m his late visit went over the old 
ground of his great anxiety to do some signal service which would 
prove to us that he was sincere God forbid, ” said he, “ that you 
should be put in any stiait, but if it was so, then you would seethe 
value of my gratitude and friendship.” 

8 lh July — Engaged with the Governor and Deputy in judicial and 
revenue suits 

Had my weekly Durbai of the Uibobs and gentry 

Shahzadah Hashum, son of the late Timour Shah, and grand- 
son of Ahmed Shah, a pensioner of the Sikhs and resident in the 
city, has dibinheiited his sons, Shahzadah Mahomed Saleh and 
Shahzadah Abdool Wahab ; their allowances he has discontinued, and 
they now aie driven to live on charity Urbob Mahomed Ameer 
Khan has given them present shelter and subsistence ; they are worth- 
less characteis 

gih July — I have suggested to the General to call for a return 
of guards and orderlies furnished by regiments with a view to some 
orders being issued to reduce their numbers and introduce uniformity ; 
at present Commanding Officers appear to please themselves very much 
in these matters 

The Ghorechuiras are to receive four months out of 12 months 
pay due them. I have directed its being paid at my quarters, the same 
as that of the Regulars; they have their separate Paymasters the 
disbursement will commence on Monday, the 12th instant 

loth July —Nothing of moment ; a slight attack of fever prevented 
my seeing the Governor and Deputy, notice of which I sent them 

last night. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Ass/ to the Agent, G -G , N F 
47 
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No 24.— Political Diary of Major (Jeorge St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North-West Frontier at Peahawur, from 
Sunday, the lltli, to Saturday, the 17th July 1847 

iitJi July — It was reported by the Cutwall that conaequent 
on the escape of a prostitute Ram Dass Commaodant ei-Colonel of the 
2iid Ramgolc Regiment, took upon himself to order the gates of the city 
to be closed till after sunrise that some females of the Barukiye Sirdars 
going to Hushtnjggur were turned back from one of the gates because 
they would not show their faces I have requested the Governor to 
make strict enquiry into the matter 

i^th July — Intelhgence from Cabul to the 6th matant is that 
the Ameer had at length settled the diflcrencea between the Morad 
Khanees and Rekhtas and put the former under his son Akram Khan, the 
latter under Gholam Hyder Khan Azeez Khan Ghilne had arrived at 
Cabul Mahomed Shah Khan had occupied the old fort of Kaffcr 
Killa near Seh Baba and Sarobee and made up with different chiefs 
m the neighbourhood with whom be had previously been at issue. 
The Ameer had executed Dilawer Khan, son of Abdoolah Khan, Sahag, 
much to the annoyance of Gholam Hyder Khap some Gbilzies were 
at the same time put to death and had confined the son of Meer 
Derwesh Baba Khoosh Khanec, getting him on the pretext of enquiring 
into some complaints of theft. In open day bands of 30 and 40 
Kohistanccs plunder right and left. 

jjUi July — Transacted business with the Goveimor and Deputy 
yesterday 

Was to have dined at Colonel Ram Sahaie Singh s, who had 
made great preparations, — fire-works, etc. — but an attack of fever pre- 
vented me the Governor and all the officers went. 

Have been obhgcd to put myself under medical treatment 
Have, since my amval had much trouble In getting the Cazec 
to attend to his duties, he has sent many cases back to me without 
having made any enquiry Into them and some which he had settled 
were so obviously unjust and opposed to reason that I assembled several 
learned in the law (Mahomedan) and reversed his decrees. I have 
consequently determined on rcmovmg him 



PESIT I JVUR POLITTCAL DIARIES, rS^J 


37« 


Jul )' — Ram Dass, e\-Coloncl, piesent Commandant of 
tlie 2nd Ramgolc Regiment, took upon himself to older the gates of 
the city to be kept closed till after suniisc, consequent on the elopement 
of a nautch gnl. Aftci due enquiry mto the case, I have fined him 
Rs 300. It might have led to an affia}', as some of the Barukzye 
Sn dais’ females going to Hushtnuggur weie stopped at the gates and 
called upon to shov' thcii faces ; fortunately then escort did not resent 
the all'iontj but reported it to me. 

Da\\ ur Khan, of Mashoo Khail, chapa'Mcd by Lieutenant Lumsden 
on the 22nd April, sent me in 20 head of cattle which he had 
recovered fiom a band of plunderers who were driving them to 
the hills. 

Iransacled business with the Governor and Deputy. 

i^lh July — Wcekl}' Duibar of Urbobs and gentry, all tell me 
that in the best of Avilabile’s days the country was never so quiet 
as it IS now, or so free from casualties and offences 

The Governor and Deputy were with me for some hours 

Sirdai Sultan Mahomed proceeded to Hushtnuggur on a visit 
of condolence to his brother. Sirdar Peer Mahomed, on the death of one 
of his wives. 

i6lh July — Reports from Cabul of the plunder of a Kafila bound 
for Peshawur by the Ghilzies near Tezeen 

Lieutenant Lumsden has reported being relieved at Hussun 
Abdall bi’' Lieutenant Nicholson. On returning I have directed him to 
collect all the information he can of the Khuttuk district and its 
management under Ram Dass and his bi other, Lalla Hakim Raie 

The payment of the Regulars and Ghorechurras proceeds under 
my supervision. 

I’Jth July — The parties engaged in the affray of the village 
Bahadoor, for which two men were executed, came to me yesterday, 
and requested I would send and take their arms, so as effectually to 
prevent a recurrence of it. I sent off a party who bi ought in ii swords 
and 8 matchlocks 

I regret to say the Governoi is laid up 1 have recommended 
his keeping quiet for some days. 
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I ha\c removed the Cazec and appointed Fuzel Ahmed, one 
oflhcson^ of Cazee Mahomed, Hiissun Khanec, Moollah of the late 
Shah Tunour and Shah Shoojah-ool Mooli He officiated for six months 
as Cazee at Cabul and was well thought of by the people, while his 
brother who succeeded him as being his aemor, was just the reverse. 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan returned this morning from 
Huahtnuggur 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent G-G,N^IV F 


No 26.— Political Diary of Major George St, P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday the 18th, to Saturday, the 24th July 1847 
iSthJuly i8^7 — Paid the Governor an evemng visit, to enquire 
after his health. I am happy to say he is better but a good deal re 
duced he said he would be with me to-morrow but I advised his keeping 
quiet for some days 

/pZ^yw/y —Transacted business with the Deputy Governor and 
paid the Rhas Pultun and 8 o Ghorechurras 

On enquiring Into the reported execution at Hushtnuggur it turns 
out that a thief was cut down m the act of plunder and dying of his 
wounds the Sirdar B son had the body hung up for a day seven 
witnesses tell the same story, so I have told the young Sirdar he may 
return to his father’s jagheer 

20th July — Requested the General to order a court martial to 
assemble at my quarters to Investigate the conduct of the Adjutant 
of Colonel Ram bahaie 8 Regiment reported to have been most m 
subordinate, it appears to have arisen from a soldier’s wife (the Adju 
tant s orderly) complaining to the Colonel of the Adjutant having struck 
her 

Rode over the new exeraslng ground which I have had made In 
front of the men s lines In the All Mardan Cantonment, 

2isi July — Held the court martial at my quarters on Torab 
Ali Adjutant of Colonel Ram Sahaie Singhs Regiment, accused of 
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grossly abusing his Commanding Officer; the court consisted of 
Colonels John Holmes, Mehtab Singh, Kahn Singh, Meer Jung Ah, and 
Maun Singh. The prisoner was found guilty and sentenced to suspen- 
sion from rank and pay for two months the court wound up their pro- 
ceedings by requesting I would give them Articles of War for their 
guidance and promulgation among the men. 

The Governor with all the officeis paid their respects, the old 
man is better, but much pulled down , the weather has become cooler, 
which is in his favor 

An affray is reported to have occurred at Hushtnuggur in which 
thiee 01 foui men were wounded. I have called on the Barukzye 
Sirdais in whose jagheer it is to send the parties in 

22nd July — Transacted business with the Governor and 
Deputy The latter uiged me to wiite to the Resident on behalf of his 
son, Dewau Kishen Cower, ex-Kardar of Rawul Pindee , I replied that I 
had already done so, but as no reply had been vouchsafed the subject 
was evidently not agreeable 

Held my weekly Durbar of the Urbobs, at which there was 
much discussion as to then not only not assisting Government in sup- 
pressing the salt contraband trade, but that by many they were accused 
of aiding and benefiting by it. I warned them that if pioved they might 
lely on losing their jagheers 

23yd July — Some villagers complained of the sepoys of the 
Khas Pultun cutting off the water from then fields I sent the parties to 
the General to have the case investigated, with instructions to punish 
the men if guilty. 

To show the difficulty of ascertaining who are deserters from 
our army, I may mention that m the recent issue of pay to the Dhokul 
Singh, or Poorbeah Pultun, I took down the name, without their being 
aware of it, of each man who struck me from his appearance as having 
been one of our sepoys, and I find by my list I have 90 down, not one of 
whom, I am quite sure, is under his proper name , all have borrowed 
names, and many of them, I have no doubt, have been discharged for 
diffeient offences. I also got their long roll to examine ; few have put 
down their villages or purgunnahs, but chiefly large cities as Lucknow, 
Bareilly, Cawnpore, etc 
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2ph July — Sirdar Peer Mahomed sent m a man suspected of 

having wounded another I enquired Into the case, but there being no 
proof dismissed iL I mention it to show that the recent orders of the 
Durbar to send in all such casea arc now attended to 

A disturbance arose In the city which, if the parbea had not 
been promptly seiied, might have led to serious results a Hindoo and 
Mahomedan quarrclhng set to abusing each other’s religion and a crowd 
was attracted and sides taken the Police however interfered and took 
them to the Governor, who sent them to me. I imprisoned the pnnd 
pals, first having them well flogged and fined all the feat 

Gio St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Pnncxpal Asst to Uit Agent, G G , N IV F 


No 26 —Political Diary of Mad or George St P Lawrence, 
Prlnoii>al Aealstant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North Weat Frontier at Peshawnr from 
Sunday, the 26th, to Saturday, the Blet July 1847 
35th July 18^7 —The Governor General Golab Siogh, paid me 
a friendly visit before breakfast this morning and sat for an hour 
and a half, we complimented each other on the improved state of the 
Province 

I have directed Sirdar Kaho Singh to order out every mom 
ing 80 or 100 of his Ghorcchurras to make an 8 or 10 mile circuit of 
the country with a view to tihow the people we are on the alert, as also 
to give the horsemen a knowledge of the country 

260t July — ^Transacted business with the Governor and Deputy 
they arrived at 7 and were with me till half past 10 a m 

Some petitions having been lodged by Ramgole sepoys com 
plaining that Colonel Dhuo Raj had issued orders putting them to 
unnecessary expense by changing their dress etc., I requested the 
General to Investigate the matter He reports the complaints to be 
false, and to have been made at the instigation of ci -Colonel and 
Commandant Ram Dass, through the medium of a NalL of the 2nd 
Regiment whom I have ordered to be discharged forthwith 
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Several Bunneahs have been detected mixing Indian corn with atta, 
and have been fined 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed sent to say he purposed calling to- 
morrow 

2yth July — Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan, after mutual com- 

pliments, asked for a private interview , he was attended by Naib 
Mahomed Shereef, our pensioner, I had my Moonshee. To my astonish- 
ment all at once he told the Naib to produce the Koran, which he had 
under his cloak, and ere I could say a word he put out his hand on the 
book and swore most solemnly that his whole and sole aim was to retain 
our good opinion and prove his gratitude at being restored to his home ; 
that his brother the Ameer was his bitter enemy, and much more to the 
same purpose He said that Sirdar Sultan Jan had written from 
Cabul that he was at his service for any work, and was ready to join 
him at Peshawui , he asked should he tell him to do so I replied “ by 
no means." My Moonshee says his object in making this solemn decla- 
ration is that, as he has many enemies at Lahore, he fears their represen- 
tations may injure him in our estimation. I directed the Moonshee to 
take notes of the meeting 

This IS the first morning I have had to myself for three months, 
and I enjoyed it very much what with settling the affairs of the 
Ramgoles and paying the Regulais, I have been engaged every 
morning from daybreak 

28th July — A good fall of ram last night , will give us cool 
weather for the next week This being the Mahomedan festival of 
Shub-z-beral, I had no kutcherry, the first holiday my establishment 
have had. 

An order has arrived from Sirdar Tej Singh recalling Colonel 
Ram Sahaie Singh of the Artillery, reported by me to the Resident for 
making false returns As the General considers the Commandant, 
Adjudhia Pershaud, equally implicated, I have requested he be sent also 
with the Major and Moonshees 

2pth July — An order recalling the Deputy Governor, Dewan 
Hakim Raie, arrived last evening I have assented to the Governor’s 
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proposition to allow him to remain pending a reference to (he Resident 
and Durbar His recall has been caused by his (m a letter he wrote me 
some time ago) styhng himself Governor, etc 

The recall of Colonel Bukshie Singh has alarmed the Artillery 
Commandants It was reported last evening that several hundred 
maunds of gram and bhoosa which ought to have been given to the 
Government cattle had not. They now wished to know what was to be 
done with it I have ordered it to be earned to tbe account of Govern 
meat and told the General to caplaln that m future any curtailing of 
the food of the cattle or appropnation of Government property will not 
be passed over and that I shall hold the Colonels responsible 

yo/A July — The Governor and Deputy were with me for 

three hours. I have directed the latter to continue his duties till further 
orders. He 13 very mach downcast at his recall , it will do him good 
and frighten others 

Rode through the city last cvcnlDg and was joined by Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed Khan whom I accompamed to his house, and sat 
with him some time. He showed me some 50 or 60 English and French 
mirrors he bad brought from Lahore with chandehers, wall shades, 
etc to the value of a lakh of rupees he is building extensively at the 
Woiecrec Bagh 

y/s/ July — Lieutenant Lumaden arrived this morning, looking all 
the better for his tnp 

In my grounds is an eitensive tank in which I have allowed the 
Sikh troops to bathe, much to tbar enjoyment it requiring cleanng 
out this morning 500 or 600 of the men of their own accord came and 
in half an hour cleared It appearing to enjoy the fun 

I have just heard of an engagement having taken place three 
days since In the Khybcr between two clans , several wounded and 
knicd on both sides 

We are going to pay the Governor a visit this evening, I am 
happy to say he is quite recovered. All well In this quarter 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 

Pmictpal Asst to the Agtiit, C^G , N I 
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H*o 27. Political Diary of Major George St. P, Lawrence, 
Principal .Assistant to tlie Aigent to tlie Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawui*, from 
Sunday, the 1st, to Saturday, the 7th August 1847, 

1 si August iSifj — I find I omiUed in my last week's Diary to notice 

tlie ai rival on the of atreasuie party with 1,14,000 rupees from 

Lahore 

1 he Governoi and Deputy started early this morning to inspect 
the forts of Jumtood and Bairah. 

2Hd August — A grand parade this morning of all the troops, 
regular and irregular marched past in review in open column of troops 
and companies, about 2,000 Cavalry, 500 Artillery and 5,000 Infantry. 
The men were very steady and looked 1 emarkably well. 

Transacted business with Goveinor and Deputy; they seem to 
have enjoyed their visit to the forts yesterday, which they report as 
requiring petty repairs. Lieutenant Lumsden astonished the officers by 
showing them some gun-cotton and its effects he made a paper cannon 
from which he fired some shots to their great surprise and amuse- 
ment. They wanted to present uuzstns on his escape from drowning, 
but I told them it was unnecessary; their congratulations were sufficient 
My special messenger, deputed on the 30th with a purvvannah to 
the Mulliks of Nowdeh and Kulloo in the Eusufzyes [stc), has returned 
with a positive refusal from them to obey it they say they will only pay 
revenue as they please , I may send troops against them or do what 
I like. They arc close to the hills, and think they are safe , I hope ere 
long to show them their mistake. 

jrd August . — Intelligence from Cabul up to the 27th ultimo is that 
Gholam Hyder Khan has been appointed Vuzeer, and his half brother, 
Sirdar Sher Alie Khan, Governor of Guznee Meer Durwesh Khan 
Baba, Khoosh Khanee, had been released from confinement on paying 
a fine of 5,000 rupees. The country was in its usual disturbed state. 

Sirdar Kahn Singh has been laid up for some time and yesterday 
was dangerously ill I offered Mr Thompson's services, and with 
Lieutenant Lumsden paid him a visit, glad to find him much better. I 
sent him some ihubarb shurbet from Cabul, which is highly esteemed. 

^th August —A fire broke out in one of the bazars, but was quickly 
put out without doing much damage 

^th August , — Transacted business with the Deputy Governor. 

48 
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Sent Mr Apothecary Thompson to attend on the Governor, who 
IS reported dangerously iH 

At about 9 A M the fxnvder manufactory in the city blew up 
completely destroyed 34 houses one of which was the mint, and part of 
the city wall 8 people were killed on the spot, 5 died shortly after, and 
34 were more or less wounded, one man was killed herding cows a quarter 
of a mile outside the city by a bnck falling on him , many houses m the 
city were shaken I sent Lieutenant Lurasden with all the beldars to 
the spot , they succeeded in rescuing one man who was completely buried 
In the ruins, but uninjured The police were very active and useful keep 
ing the crowd, which was immense, from the rums Lieutenant Lumsden 
praises them much I have directed the wounded to be sent to my hospital 
In the evenmg I repaired to the scene, which was distressing to view 
6lh Augiiit 184.7 — Thompson remains m attendance on the 
Governor the Hakeems were killing him fast by giving him cold 
applicatloofl instead of hot 1 aat with him some time this morning 
Held my usual weekly Durbar of all the Urbobs yesterday 
yth Augu$i — Visited the Governor this morning lie had a good 
night, and Is now, I trust out of danger he will not part with Mr 
Thompson, whose attention and skill bejustly appreciates 


A man from KhuttucL for the murder of bis wife was executed 
this morning He suspected bis wife of Infidelity but without taking her 
to task or the least proof or enquiry cut her to pieces I have had his 
enme and sentence proclaimed through the aly 


In Cabul there arc three Armenian families, of twelve members. One 
of the Ameer’s sons heanng of the beauty of one of the girl** sent to the 
father for her on his refusing on the plea of their difference of religion , 
the young Sirdar sent to say he would lake her by force Some friends Ji 
the family have asked me to write to the Ameer and sounded me as to 
whether I would give tl c girl shelter 
and protection should they be able 
to bnng her to Peshawur I regret 
not deeming myself at liberty to 
rcpij 


I ban told Major Lacm ce that 
ibrre can be no oljJ*rtkm to give auch 
prraon protection wbc ooce across ibe 
frontier 

H >I Lavt exec 

to C C 

L*n IE 

t6tJt iS/7 


Geo St 1* LAWRENCE Major 
Pmxcipal Assl to ihe Agent G G , N IF F 
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No. 28 — Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Princiiial Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 8th, to Saturday, the 14th August 1847. 

Slh Augu'^t iS/y — Wc visited the Goveinoi this moi rung, and 
I am happy to say he is piogiessing famously ; he will haidly admit 
one of the Hakeems into his piesence, while he scaicely lets Mr. 
1 hompson out of his sight 

pf/i Anqicil . — Tiansacted business witii the Deputy Governor 
I ha\c oidered tiees to be planted thioughout the Province, each 
Jaghccrdai and pcnsionei to plant and take caie of a numbei according 
to the extent of jagheei oi amount of pension in land , at present 
Iiardl}' a lice is to be seen. 

The troops paiadcd undei their Commandants on then respective 
parades 

I ha\c granted two months’ leave to Colonel Dliun Raj, Com- 
mandant, Raiiigoles, a young man, but most lespectable, active and 
intelligent officei , and one month’s leave to Dewan Jowallah Sahaie, 
Killadai of the Fort of Jumrood 

lolh Attgiisl — I refused to leceive Mahomed Shah Khan Ghilzie’s 
Agent, who brought his master’s letter, and desired that merely a 
receipt should be given for it. His impudence m addressing me and 
sliding himself the friend of the English beats anything I ever heard 

He was the instigatoi of themuidei of the Envoy and more than 
once advised the destruction of the piisoners. On one occasion as I 
lemonstrated with the late Mahomed Akber on the cruelty of dragging 
about the country helpless women and children, and was flattering 
myself on having made an impression, Mahomed Shah Khan with a 
fiendish grin replied, Lawience Sahib, listen to what I have to say. As 
long as a Red-coat is in this country, so long will youi women and 
children be dragged about; where they can ride they may, where they 
cannot, they must walk , where they cannot walk, they must be earned ; 
and when they can no longer be carried, their throats shall be cut 1” 

He IS the Chief who carried me oflF on the fatal 23rd December, not 
from any wish to save my life, but from considering me moie valuable 
alive than dead 
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jitk August iS^j — A aecood purwannah arrived last evening from 
the Durbar recalling the Deputy Governor, Dewan Halim Raie, so I 
have conscnied to his going, but am sorry to lose him though the 
Resident would let him remain, still, as he thinks the example will be of 
use, I will do the best I can to supply his place 

Rode through the city this evening and visited a remarkable 
well whose water in the hottest day Is almost as cold as Ice, It Is drawn 
upon by the whole aty I keep a guard on it to preserve the peace 

I2th August — The Governor called in his Palankeen and sat a 
few minutes. I would not let him remain, he looks stHl so ill and is so 
very much reduced. I have told him not to move out again till he becomes 
stronger On Mr Thompson leaving him last night he presented him 
with 125 rupees which was declined The Governor then sent the purse 
to me and begged I would direct Mr T to take it I returned it, saying 
1 would first obtain the Residents sanction as a special case. 

Of 5 000 shot sent from Lahore 400 only have arrived , the 
remainder are reported to be left at Rhotas for want of carriage. 
40 bullocks are said to have died m rout* m conveying the above 

jjih /4«gws4— In my Diary of the 7th instant I reported the 
case of the Armenians at Cabul , yesterday I received a letter from them 
much to the same effect I have consequently determined on writing 
privately and fnendly to the Ameer and mention what I bad heard and 
request his Interference In their behalf 

I held my usual Durbar yesterday of the Urbohs, and arranged with 
them to attend at sunrise dunng the month of Ratnuatt 

Under orders from the Durbar reduang the Cavalry regiment to 
550 sabres, the Governor selected three officers nine non commissioned 
three trumpeters and 94 sowan of the Aukhalee Regiment and started 
them for Lahore with the ex Deputy Governor, Dewan Hakim Raie. 

At the r^uest of the Mabomedan population the Governor has 
ordered the morning gun to be fired during the Rameau an hour 
before daybreak. 

j^h August — I called at sunrise on the Governor and irantactcd 
business to save his coming to me 
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Some Moollahs at Hushlnuggur have had an affray m which 
several men have been wounded, and the chief Moollah, whom I had 
ordered to be apprehended and biouglit to me, has died of ins wounds , 
it seems he did his best to excite a sciious commotion but failed , iheie 
aiesaid to be three or four more of his set ill-disposed whom I hope 
to la}' hold of ere long. 1 have fully explained to the Barukzye Siidars 
that I shall hold them stiictly lesponsible for any breach of the peace 
within their Jagheers. 

I have no lecent intelligence of an}' consequence from the west, 
but matters aic much as usual in that quaiter , here all continues well. 

Geo St. P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pftuctpal Asst Ij the Agent, G-G , N -W F 


No. 29 —Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 15th, to Saturday, the 21st August 1847. 

August — I fear there is no chance of my apprehending 

the Gundghurrias, w'ho are represented by Captain Abbott to be among 
the Eusufzyes it is a point of honor among all these tribes not to 
give refugees up and one of the few they adhere to most devoutly. 

j6lli August . — Lieutenant Lumsden inspected the troops this 
morning while I visited the Goveinor and with, him transacted 
business ; we inspected the Khas Regiment of Cavalry, and reduced 
their non-commissioned officers and sepoys to the new establishment 
A Mullik of Mitchenee, who had a suit in court which was 
given against him, took upon himself with lOO men to stop a merchant’s 
jallah or float proceeding by the river from Jellalabad and sent word 
to me by the owners that he would keep the goods till I gave him 
redress Mitchenee being in Sirdar Sultan Mahomed’s Jagheer, I 
wrote him to do the needful and produce the Mullik before me 

I heard of the body of a woman and child being found with 
their throats cut near the village of Lundy yesterday , no report has 
yet come from the Urbob of this double murder. 

i^th August . — Visited the Governor and transacted business, 
he will soon be going about ; we arranged to send Colonel Holmes with 
a regiment 6f Cavalry, one of Infantry and four guns to the Eusufzye 
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country to collect the revenue scarcely aii5^ having been paid in and 
some villagea havnng sent a flat refusal which it will never do to 
allow to pass. 

Intelligence from Cabul op to the iith instant is that the Ameer 
is engaged m taLing the muster ot his troops, and after paying intends 
sending a portion under his ‘ion, Sirdat Mobamed Afzul Khan, to collect 
the revenue of Tegaon Mahomed Shah Khan, Ghilxie was paying 
off old scores on the tnbea who had assisted the Ameer recently against 
him Sirdar Mahomed Ameen K.han and i,000 horse had been sent 
againsthim from Turkistan The ruler of Khokand Mussulman Khool 
is said to have been deposed and killed and Khymla Beg, son of Sann 
Sak Beg of the blood Royal placed In bis stead The^ Russians are 
reported to have built a fort within six or eight marches (150 boss') of 
Khiva, which they have garrisoned with four regiments and eight guns 
The merchandise from Cabul detained at Mitchenec has been 
released but the Mullik not yet brought id 

i 8 th August — Visited the Governor and transacted business 

I have recommended small sums to be given to the proprietors of 
the houses recently blown up by the gunpowder explosion and that the 
manufactory should m future be earned on a short distance from the 
city 

We get 00 much belter without the Deputy Governor, Hakiro Raie 
than I expected , it has caused the Governor to exert himself 

Hearveg Ibsl an Irishman named Ramsay who hid been many 
years m the service of Ursallab Khau of Zedah (Eusufzye), was in the 
Artillery of Sekunder Khan at Hussun Abdall I requested Lieutenant 
Nicholson to send him to me. He reported himself this morning he 
has difficulty in expressing himself in English, but speaks Pushtoo 
fluently He declares he never was In the British service, but I doubt 
him , that he worked his passage to Bombay 15 jears ago ns a sailor 
deserted the ship and joined a Kaflla of Mahomedans, whom he cccom 
panicd to Swat but b^ what route he declares he knows not I shall 
keep him here for some time to get nil the information I can out of Wnl 
ipiJi August — Visited the Governor in the morning and trans- 
acted business fixed the march of Colonel Holmes’ detachment for 


to-morrow 
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Lieutenant Lumsden lode to the village of Lundy seven miles 
to the south-west to in\csligate the ciicumstances attending the muider 
of the woman and child but gained little infoiniation beyond satisfying 
himself as to the locality 

We Msited the Foit of Shahmeei Ghui in the evening to inspect 
paits said to lequiie icpaii 

A puiwannah aimed fiom the Dm bar 01 dering the ticops 
to be out at cvcicisc twice a week in the hot and foui times m 
the cold wcathei • although theie is a sensible change alieady in 
the mornings, I will wait 15 01 20 days eie fact upon it I am 
happy to say as yet the tioops aie veiy healthy, but the next month 
is said to be \eiy tiying, and bad feveis prevail 

The Governor and Siidar Kahn Singh. I am happy to say, are 
quite lecovercd 

20th At{g!isl iS^y — Visited the Goveinoi and tiansacted business 

The detachment under Colonel Holmes maiched this morning 
When they have ciossed the Cabul iivei at Jangheera Lieutenant 
Lumsden b}' a forced maich will join them, and then with the Cavalry 
push on and surpiise the villages of Nowdeh and Kulloo, whose 
Mulliks have lefused to pay their revenue , he will chapaw the 
village of Gurry, wlieie the Gundghuirias are said to have taken 
lefuge when they fled fiom Captain Abbott’s tioops It is the only 
chance 1 see of oui seizing them, foi the people or Khans will not 
give them up. 

Held my weekly Durbar of the Urbobs, but at 7 am instead 
of II on account of its being the Ramzan 

2isl Angiist —Visited the Governoi and transacted business 
We have ananged to inspect the lepaiis required m the Fort of 
Shahmeei Ghur and meet this evening foi the purpose 

No moie lecent intelligence from the west than is detailed on 
the 17th All IS well heie, and the troops continue to please me in 
every lespect. 


Geo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Puncipal Asst to (he Agent, G -G , N -W F 
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No 30— Political Diary of Major Qoorgo St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to tlie Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday the 22n(i, to Saturday, the 28th August 1847 
2Siid August i8<fy — A special messenger amved from Lahore with 
a letter from the Maharajah complimentary and sending an elephant 
for my use to replace the one previously sent the new elephant how 
ever died en rottU at Rawul Pmdee 

2jrd August — Ijentenant Lumsden started at 2 A.M to orertaLc 
the detachment under Colonel Holmes, accompanied by Colonel Alla 
Singh 

Fhe Regular and Irregular troops paraded this morning under 
General Golab Singh for my Inspection Sirdar Kahn Singh made an 
apol(^y for the line hla Ghorechurras formed saying it was new to 
them I rephed that I had no doubt they would soon get Into the way 
of it 70 of them have proceeded with Colonel Holmes detachment 
2^ August — Transacted budoess with the Governor circula 
ted the Durbar’s proclamations prohibiting Slave dealing, ” ' Selrurc 
ofBegars Suttee "and' Infanticide" the two latter I have not heard 
as practised in these parts An oversight appearing to me to have 
occurred In the Begaree proclamatloo It not including forced labour 
which jagbeerdars and Ijarabdars (contractors) take out of the people 
I liave caused the Governor to add it to hJs ms being the spirit though 
not letter of the Durbar s order 

A rcpiort from Bahram Khmo, Zedab, of an affray in which two 
men were killed five men and five horses wounded Lieutenant Lumsden 
will investigate IL 

Commenced the issue of pay for the months of Har and Sawun 
(!3tli June to 15th August) to the troops as usual in my own verandah. 

The Ghorechorras being ten months In arrears, and not having 
sufficient funds In their chest to give them four months' pay, I have 
offered Sirdar Kahn Singh 40060 rupees from the Civil Treasury to 
be repaid on the amval of assets from Lahore. 

25/A August — The corpse of a young man killed In an affray 
yesterday In the Doaba was brought to me there being no extemml 
marks of violence, I had the body opened Mr Thompson reports death 
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to lia\c been caused by the bursting of n Inige blood vessel from a 
blow ; tiie parlies aic in coufincmeni 

I base been taking an invenloiy of stoics in the Fort of Sbahmeer 
Ghur, and in the ni tide of lead alone found a defalcation of many 
bundled inaunds the Goxernot has lepoitcd it to the Duibar. 

:? 6 th iS/y — Held my weekly Duibar of IbeUrbobs; they 

all express tbonicd\cs well pleased at the proclamations prohibiting 
“ SIa\c dealing, " " Suttees. ” " Infanticide and Scizuic of Begar/' 
and <ay that it m h\ such just measures the British rule and fame is so 
renow ned 

Colonel llohucs reports ariival in the Eusufzye countiy and 
that revenue wa*: alieadj' coming in , he wants a treasure chest. 

2/th — Siidai I’ccr Mahomed has been taken scuously 

ill and has sent foi his brother, Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan, who has 
proceeded to him 

Sirdar K ihn Singh, Mujeciia, now' declines receiving any advance 
for the pay of ilic Glioicchurias, sa^ mg that he is afraid the Durbar 
would not appiovc of it. I have requested the Governor to send for, and 
talk to, him on the folly of his fears 

I have enquired but have not discovcicd that the recent pro- 
ceedings at Lahoic in the ease of the Mahaiancc have caused any 
sensation among the troops ; the Governor and some of the officers 
who have mentioned it seem to approve of it 

2Slh Attgitsl, — Transacted business with the Governor ; we were 
engaged some hours this morning 

Orders have arrived from the Duibar to purchase horses for 
the Artillery and camels to complete the establishment of regiments of 
Infantry 

I have received 8,000 rupees from the Resident, Lahore, com- 
pensation for the unfoitunates who were plundeied by Sirdar Sher 
Singh and his people ; it has caused quite a sensation, and will redound 
much to our ciedit. 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G.-G., N.-fV. F. 

49 
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No 81— Political Diary of ISajor George St P Iiawrenoe, 
Principal AsHletant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, Northwest Frontier at Peshawnr from 
Sunday, the 6th, to Saturday, the 11th September 
1847 

£th SepUmixr i 8 ^y — A sepoy of the Khas Pultun Jabonng under 
Blcknesa for a considerable time destroyed blmaelf by cutbng hia throat 
with his tulwar last night 

Much lightning, wind, and a little rain during the mght brought 
the thermometer down five degrees, it is still cloudy and threatening 
a good fall of rain would bring on the cold weather i 

6 i/i S^pUmbtr — The Governor called with all the) officers He 
brought a purwannah from the Durbar In the matter of the Ranee being 
separated from the Maharajah, also one directing the planting and 
protection of trees thougfaout the Province- 

This morning I inspected all the troops Regular td Irregular, 
on their respective parades the Aulbalee Cavalry Regiment being very 
slovenly and dirty In dress and appointment^,- 3 ordered them to 
parade for inspection on the $th instant 

A petition unsigned against Maun Singh 6olonel of the Poor 
bcah Raiment CDhokui Singhs) accusing the Colonel of taking money 
from the men, I have handed over to the General to Investigate the 
Colonel denies of course, but admits that formerly money was taken but 
declares none since mj arrival 

•plh StpttmUr — Transacted business with the Governor which 
consisted chiefly In heanng and approving what he has been doing for 
the last two days. He reports the confinement, for leaving his guard 
and being Intoxicated of a Subadar, son of Colonel Meer Jung Ali , 
the father Is a most respectable old soldier 3 $ years ago a Havildar 
in our lOth Native Infantry, the son a sad scamp , a court of enquiry 
has been ordered on him 

I have discharged my Treasurer on strong suspicion of changing 
the rupees and selling a piece of KmLhab supplying Its place with one of 
inferior quality There Is a 6 u/ia or percentage of two annas on all rupees 
coined before ’84 which has existed since Avitabiles time on examining 
the Trcaaurj I find out of 9000 rupees only 2,000 are buita less? 
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the shiofTs mrxkc much money bj' this I tried to stop it but failed 
‘^ignall)’. 

S(U /t^/7 — riic GoNcrnor called after receiving the 

reports of the aimy, hi ought the ofliccis with him and sat two or three 
hours chatting v.iih me. 

I in';pcclccl at sunrise the Aukhnlcc Cavalry Regiment mounted, 
and packed them in lexicw ; onesquadion, the left, both in this icgiment 
and tlie Kins, aie mounted on mares, which causes much unsteadiness 
in the ranks , the cattle aic good but wild and icquiic much drill, W'hich 
thc,> will gel nc\i month 

Lieutenant Lumsden wiitcs on the Gth instant “I am happy to 
sa} I ha\c In iiding about the ro^ficr villages with the Guides, and 
making them think we w'cte going to blow them out of the world, 
arianged matters, thougli mone3' comes slowdy in. I have now settled 
a fi\cd late for each Mll.igc, which includes the Khans’ and Mulhks’ 
allowances , these gentry have done themselves considerably, but they 
had all fair warning and wcic told distinctly that nothing will be allow^ed 
to be collected beyond what is in bl.ack and wdntc , Khader Khan’s 
Tappas ate now finished ” He adds “ I send back Sultan Mahomed 
Khan's sowars as I can do without them” 

plf: Si/ifcnilict — Last evening I had the Aukhalce Cavalry dismount- 
ed, and after minutely inspecting them, put them through thiee or 
four simple manoeuvres, the Colonel cairjing out my orders in French. 
The men seemed amubcd, and I have little doubt would learn kindly, 
they require W'ccding, there being many old and infirm men still m 
their ranks 

This morning w'ltli the General I inspected 250 rank and file of 
the several corps The}' are called recruits, but all are more or less men 
who had served in different regiments They marched and fired well by 
Divisions, Grand Divisions, file filing, etc I expressed my entire satis- 
faction and ordered them to join the ranks One musket exploded, slightly 
injuring three men, whom I sent to Mr Thompson for medical aid 

We then with most of the Colonels went down the mens’ lines, 
directing various pools of watei to be filled up and certain houses to 
be levelled, etc 
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In the evening we inspected the ist Ramgole Regiment, and 
diflcharged a few men, unfits who had escaped at previous inspections 

loOi StpUmUr —Last evening a messenger I had sent to 
summon the Mulhks of the village of Sheikh Mahmdec returned with an 
answer that they would not attend The village is distant four koss, is a 
large straggling place notoriously turbulent With the Governor I 
arranged that Colonel Ruttun Singh with his regiment of Infantry and the 
AuLhalce Cavalry should march at midnight and cMapaw it , they did so 
and have just brought In the MulUkafi i) with some stands of arms The 
surprise was complete, and the result most successful The Colonel 
brought a ccruficate from the chief inbabitaots that no injury had been 
done them 1 


The Colonel of the Cavalry pleaded inability to accompany his 
corps from sickness, which, as I saw him quite well in the morning, must 
have been sudden and requires lovestigatlon He is a great opium-eater 

I held ray weekly Durbar of Urbobs yesterday, at which were 
read and diKussed the proclamations from Lahore received during the 
week. The Governor was present. I was asked if the people might 
attend the fesuval of the Eadt Ramutn on the I2lh with their arms as 
had been customary I recommended them not for fear of acadents 


Ijlh Sepumber — At an assembly of nearly 2 ooo men yesterday id 
the great mosque of the dty after prayers the chief Mullah proclaimed 
* I have for years prayed that Jusuce might be administered m this 
Province my prayers have at length been heard you have now justice 
may you long keep and prove worthy of jL^ A shout of Amen'’ made 
the old walls ring again 1 

A large Kafila from Cabool arrived this morning by the rivef- 
route The merchante represent the road to Jellalabad as infested by 
Mahomed Shah Khan s Ghllces and consequently irapasaable to small > 


parties One of the mcrcha*' brought an English sword tome for sa’ 
which, though , ,^mcdiatcly recognised as my ^JT^Panglng 

from me ondpjdhy of the murder of the En\oy 

brought In, wounded yiL on all rupees 
■masque wnlle at prayer the three men who atUcLcd thiToa cxtumnlng 

Ire buUa IcisJ 
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I had the Subadar, Colonel Meer Jung Ah’s son, up, read him a 
proper lecture on his evil habits and the ruin they vs^ould bring down on 
him, disgrace to his family, etc , and said that, at the General’s request, 
this time he was let off 

All IS w'ell ; the country is one sheet of most luxuriant cultivation. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Punctpal Assi to the Agent, G -G , N.~W F. 


No 32 —Political Diary of Major Greorge St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the G-overnor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sun- 
day, the 12th, to Saturday, the 18th September 1847. 

1 2th September —This being the festival of the Ead-i- 

Ramzan I have excused the Mahomedan troops duty, and there will 
be no Grand Parade to-morrow 

On Saturday evening with the Governor I inspected the 
2 nd Regiment of Ramgoles, from which we only selected four unfits , 
we also passed in review the Znmboor camels attached to the Ghore- 
churras which have picked up but little in condition I told Sirdar Kahn 
Singh that, if in another month they were not fit for service, I should 
send them to Lahore 

ijth September — A purwanna arrived from the Durbar, dated 
four months back, promoting a Subadar to Adjutant by seniority So 
says the purwanna, the Colonel, Ruttun Sing, says he is not the senior, 
though a reduced Adjutant, and that there is no vacancy in his corps. 
I have suspended the promotion pending a reference to the Resident 
This reminds me that I ought long since to have brought to notice 
the subject of promotion in the Sikh service, which requires being 
looked to, as at present the old system still prevails I daresay it has 
not escaped the Resident and will be rectified in due course, and I 
know it IS his wish that no promotions should take place till the half 
pay or reduced list is absorbed, but I do not think he is aware that 
still they are being made, or that there are some men who have been 
acting in the superior grades and have been so for more than a year, 
and only receiving the pay of the lower grade When I asked why, the 
"reply was the putta or commission had not arrived 
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In some corps there are two Commandants, two and three Adjutants, 
while m othen only one of each some troopw of Horse Artillery have 
two Adjutants while others one I am aware that all this may have 
been caused by the great reduction of troops and wish to provide for 
different officers still tUl these are absorbed all promotion should 
cease-* 

I attended the fair held annually at this season at which were 
collected from 15,000 to 20000 people, men and boys, no women , 
the Barukzye Sirdars and all the Sikh officers were present, their 
followers the only ones armed. Sirdar Peer Mahomed said he had never 
seen so quiet and orderly a concourse , the only amusement appeared to 
be feats in horsemanship firing at marks and taking up tent pegs I 
had a Reaallah and company of Regulars on the ground to keep the 
peace but their services I am happy to say were not required 

The PoUce took up a man accused of an old murder, and one 
pick pocket The European Ramsay I was obbged to send off the 
field he was intoxicated and kept ndlog in among the people knocking 
and pushing them about I have requested the General to keep him in 
confinement till further orders 

14th Stpumbtr 18^1 — Another fair was held this day about 
four koss off It is said to have been more numerously attended than 
yesterday a, but all went off well the PoUce and s ResalJah Company 
kept the ground- • 

Lieutenant Lumsden writes on the I3ih "I find my chapaw 
has done much good and has sent back nearly all the runaways to their 
villages besides bnoglng me a deputation from Loonkhorc to know 
when and where I will be pleased to receive their revenue. I replied 
that I am not in the habit of treating with villagers but that the Mulliks 
will be received if they come to me alone. The MullJk of Bobeen 
(a village on the Swat border which has paid no revenue for the last 
six years) made his salam to me yesterday and brought the amount of 
his kist in his hand which speaks well for the row created " 

Intelligence from Cabul to the 8th instant contains little of Interest 
beyond the fact which if true, is an extraordinary one That on 
the and the Ameer received a letter from Syed Mahomed Khan 

->Tbe nbjett of •djnstnmt to nok, fi«y ud promotloa b A dlfllcult ooe tod 
hM loaf bod my tcri^ Atteotloa. 

H U LAWREtfCE, 




391 


PESHAWUR POLITICAL DIARIES, 1847 

Pugmaunee, ahas Jan Fishan Khan, saying that the British troops 
■would shortly be at Jellalabad and call for sundry persons, who if 
sent, it would be well, if not the Ameer must look to himself and 
family ” 

Rumor was nfe that Yar Mahomed of Herat had received three 
wounds, supposed to be in action with the Huzarahs, and that the 
Persians had taken Herat 

Nawab Jubbar Khan had had an epileptic fit and meditated a trip 
to Mecca, as did Meer Hafiz Jee, the son of the late Meer Waiez. 

I have entertained as Treasurer, Pokhur Dass, Shikarpone, formerly 
Treasurer to the late Sir A. Burnes, C B., pending the arrival of a man 
for whom I have written to India 

i§th September — Transacted business with the Governor 
and received the nuzzurs of all the Urbobs and gentry on the festival of 
Ead-t-Ramzan 

Zukurrea Khan, third son of Sirdar Sultan Mahomed, with lOO 
horse, returned from Eusufzye, their services not being required, the 
young Sirdar is a fine, handsome, soldier-like looking man, not unlike 
his cousin, the late Mahomed Akber. 

Lieutenant Lumsden writes me on the 14th “ That the Mulliks of 
Nowdeh and Kulloo, who escaped him in his late chapaw, but whose 
wives and children he had secured, had given themselves up and would 
start under charge of my Chopper Bashee to-day for Peshawur and that 
he had little doubt such was the effect of his night visit but that the 
Gundghur refugees would either be given up or forced to take flight ” 

l 6 th September , — Though the Urbobs were all with me yesterday 
they attended the weekly Durbar this morning , we discussed the 
flourishing state of the crops and the quiet which prevailed throughout 
the Province, passing mutual compliments The cotton crop is said to 
be a failure , indeed I have myself seen it is so 

The Governor after leceiving the reports brought all the officers 
to salam ; they sat for a couple of hours with me. 

The Adjutant of Ram Sahaie Singh’s regiment’s period of 
suspension from rank and pay having expired was brought before us, 
suitably admonished and directed to return to his duty , the Colonel 
asked that he might be removed to another regiment, but both the 
General and I declined 
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At the General s and several of the other officers’ request I consented 
to pardon Ramsay , he was sent for, admonished and released He says 
If be is found again intoxicated, we may blow him from a gun I fear he 
ia incomgiblc. 

I'^lh Sepitmbtr 18^‘j , — I rode this morning to the Cabul River, 
nine kQ$s, to settle a dispute about water, Involving a loss of revenue to the 
amount of 12 000 or 14 000 rupees. The nee crop in the neighbourhood 
for want of irrigation is nearly destroyed My decision wiU, I trust, save 
It there is no end to these disputes about water I mounted at 4 a m 
and, though I rode as fast as the nature of the ground admitted did not 
return till half past lO Every village — and I passed many— -turned out 
to sec me, the Muilika bringing money and sheep, both of which I 
declined all were most respectful and orderly The country is an ugly 
one for troops to act In, from the high walls round the villages and 
the deep and numerous water courses 

A news-letter from Cabul of the 4th instant reports that Maha 
rajah Golab Singh had proposed an alliance with the Ameer, and 
that he should attack Peshawur while the Maharajah did the same by 
I^ore that the Ameer had rejected It at once. Messengers are said to 
be constantly passing between them 

The Resident’s notification to the array of the establishment 
of a Pension and Invalid hst, with the grant of pension to the 
famihes of soldiers killed in achon, has given great satisfaction 
I have already been applied to by some to know If they may avail 
themselves of it, the Governor even smiling said he had only two 
years to complete 40 of service. 

Geo Sr P LAWRENCE Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent G C , F 


Na 33— Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, Nox*th West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 19th, to Saturday the 25th September 
1847 

/pf/i September — Sunday 

20ih September . — Inspected the troops. Regular and Irregular, 
the Ghorechurras now form line well All appeared in good order 
The General with the officers waited on me. After parade, I 
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mentioned to him m their presence that I had heard it was supposed he 
did not appiove of officers visiting me , he declared it was not true, and 
that he v> ould announce again that all were at liberty to call when they 
pleased. 

The Durbar and Barukzye Sirdars have for months been at 
issue about a debt of 30,000 rupees, the former claiming and latter 
denying A purwanna yesterday to the Governor arrived directing their 
jagheers to be confiscated till payment be made. I have written the 
Sirdars recommending their settling the demands 

I had fixed upon moving into camp this morning, but at the 
Governor's request have postponed it till the 24th. I take Colonel 
Mehtab Singh's Regiment (Sikhs) and two guns with 75 leave-of- 
absence men of the Khas Regiment of Cavalry It is still very hot 
during the day, but I am anxious to settle the affairs of the Eusufzyes if 
possible 

2ist September i 8 p.y — Transacted business with the Governor ; he 
wishes me to send Lieutenant Lumsden to assist him in my absence, 
I have told him, better first try how he gets on alone. 

Rode out five koss towards Pubbee to settle another dispute about 
water, between the Ijarahdar of Khalsa and the Durbar news-writer, 
the latter has evidently been getting three times the quantity his 
village is entitled to 

22nd September — Engaged most of the day with the Governor 
laying down rules, etc , for his guidance. 

Called on all the officers to show by their conduct during my 
absence that they were sensible of the advantages they derived from 
the present order of things 

23rd September —All the Urbobs called to-day and we had much 
conversation on the state of the country They represent it in every 
way to be greatly improved and attribute it all to British interference : 
oppression has ceased, property is respected, the strong kept in subjec- 
tion, and weak protected 

It being reported that Kumurooddeen Khan, repeatedly noticed m 
my Dianes, had with a party of 50 or 60 armed men proceeded last night 

50 
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to attack one CJf his own relations and had forcibly released a man 
sdred In an attempt at robbery I had him and his nephew, hla 
Nazir and one or two of hla men immediately pat into confinement 
and his premises searched, 60 horses were brought to me, all said to 
belong to him It appears that on bis dismissal from the " Protection 
of the road” he did not dismiss his armed retainers but kept them 
with what view may be imagined. As he is a debtor to the Slate in 
some thousands I ordered all his horses fit for the service to be 
made over to the Artillery, on valuation by a Committee, and enquiry 
to be made Into the accusation against him He avowedly has only 
the means ot bare support, and therefore his keeping np such an 
establishment can be for no good. 

A report has prevailed In the city for some days of town duties 
and Inland customs being abolished at X-ahore to the great joy of the 
people, and not a litdc to their relief many have enquired when 
Peshawur will be equally favored. I replied doubtless sood 

StpUtnUr 184'p —Starting the Sikh Regiment with guns and 
Cavalry at 4 a u under Colonel Mehtab Singh Morarla for Pubbee, 
I followed In the evening with a email escort. The Governor and most 
of the officers were with me to the last moment expressing much 
r^et at even my temporary departure. Riding through the city, 
it appeared more like a fair it was so thronged all saluted most 
respectfully and many blessed me praying for my speedy return 

I reached camp at Pubbee by 7 p m distance 8 koss or 12 
miles road good, and country well cultivated , the village is a petty 
one of about lOO houses, half way crossed the Barrah river which 
Just now is not above a foot deep 

a^th Stptembtr — It mined a Uttle dunng the night, but not 
sufficient to prevent the march of tbc troops at 4 a m. I followed 
at 7 reaching Nowshera at 9 distance about 7 kots the whole over an 
extensive grass plain which was completely under water at the great 
Inundation of the Attock In 1840 and lias been Improved by It. 

My camp Is on the bank of the Nagoratn or Cabul river, which 
Is here about 350 yards wide with a bank of about 20 feet. The town 
is on the left bank, merely a buar, and the fort a small square 
with four bastions, being on this side. The flood swept away several 
villages and a great part of the towo| destroying many people. 
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In the fort is a garrison of 35 Ramgoles, it is a place of no 
strength, save against horsemen ; has no stores, but a few maunds of 
powder and lead. 

I am crossing my guns and cavalry to-day, as there are only 
two boats at this ferry, so as not to delay the march to-morrow I 
purpose halting and letting all the rest pass ovei during the day 

Geo. St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst, to the Agent, G.~G , N.-W F. 


No. 34.— Political Diary of Major G-eorge St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 26th September, to Saturday, the 2nd 
October 1847. 

26th September iS/fy — Received from John Lawrence, Esquire, new 
customs regulations, and abolishing all petty taxes and reducing those 
retained, fixing the collections to be made at certain points the relief thus 
afforded to the poor will be immense, not only m the abolition of the 
customs, but in thus stopping the extoition and oppression of collectors, 
which in many cases exceeded the legitimate tax. 

Naib Mahomed Sheieef, our pensioner, the friend of the late 
Sir A Burnes, who is the contractor of Nov/shera, followed me here 
and has been most useful in procuring supplies, etc. 

All the camp have crossed the river ; I follow in the evening 

2'^th Septembei — March at 6 a m., reaching Touroo in Eusufzye 
at half past 8, distance about 12 miles A mile from Nowshera crossed 
a small kotul or pass over a low crest of hills (the field of battle which 
decided the fate of Peshawur), from which the road descended into a 
vast plain of rich alluvial soil but uncultivated, said to be from the 
difficulty of procuring water thence for four miles road good to the 
village of Barrah Bundee, situated to the right on a gentle rise sur- 
rounded by rich cultivation, which continued more or less to camp ; 
twice crossed the river Culpanee, a broad and deep bed but not dry , it 
IS the boundary of Hushtnuggur and Eusufzye. Here I found Khader 
Khan of Touroo The road thence runs along the bank on which arc 
several Persian wheels, and the ground is highly cultivated, the crop of 
bajra and -cotton luxuriant 
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In the evening It was reported that some horsemen from Pullee 
Had shortly after we passed earned oflF a Hindoo from close to Nowshera^ 
these arc the robbers who hitherto secure In their fastnesses live by 
plundenng the country 

Many Khans called on me and presented horses sheep and 
rice the former I returned, but aent the latter to be distributed by 
Colonel Mehtab Singh to the troops. 

Lieutenant Lumaden joined me by appointment, leaving Colonel 
Holmes force In camp at Kaloo Khan distant only eight miles, with an 
open country between us, so that we can quietly unite If necessary 

2Sth Stptttnbtr 1847 — Last evening and tbs morning we rode 
four or five koss to view the country, passing though the village of Hotcc 
and Myehal , its features arc much the same as already described parts 
being highly cultivated and others very much the greater quite barren, 
though all good sod and water to be had for the digging 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor from Huxarah he hopes to be 
with me In a few days marches by Torbcla and Oond many of his 
people are sick and it Is not to be wondered at, for the beat in the day is 
great and cold at night equally so At sunnse the thermometer in my 
tent stands at 60 at midday at 94 I 

Issued a prodamatiOQ calHng on all the people who had fled to 
the neighbouring hlDa to return within a month on pain of forfeiture of 
land and rights and telling them that an equitable settlement of revenue 
to Include all demands, Government or ihar Khan’s, was about to be 
made. 

Heard from Sirdar Golab Smgb the Cazee and heads of Police 
all going on well at Peshawur have directed daily reports to be sent me. 

2glh Septanbtr — Rode last evening and this raomlng to several 
villages and stuck up onr proclamation in the mosqnes , we were 
accompanied by Colonels Mehtab Singh and Purtab Singh, commanding 
the Ghorechurnia 

The Khans arc troubled and appear to think their rdgn at an 

end. 

Heard last night that the robbers of PuUee had driven off a 
herd of cattle lulling one man and wounding three, at a short distance 
from Nowshcra. Wrote to Sirdar Syed Mahomed to cause 50 sowars 
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to patrol from Hushtnuggur to Nowshera and that I should make him 
answerable for the safety of the roads within his jagheer. 

Ursulla Khan of Zedah called to report his arrival from India 
I lectured him on his not paying his respects at Lahore and told 
him he might expect to be ordered there , he has evidently a high sense 
of his own importance which must be lessened ere long He is shrewd 
and intelligent and professes great devotion to us He presented four 
horses I returned all, but on his entreating me and urging that he 
would be lowered in the eyes of his people, I retained one. 

^oth September i 8 ^y . — Great rejoicing at Peshawur and all 
around on the promulgation of the new customs rules and abolition of the 
mass of petty taxes, which, though yielding little to the State, were pro- 
ductive of much oppression and extortion 

This wise and truly politic measure will redound much to our 
credit Its fame and beneficial results will extend through Turkistan to 
the gates of Moscow and will next to annihilate the trade of Cabul, as 
hitherto from the heavy duties m the Punjaub the Lohanee merchants 
have had it all to themselves, they taking the Bikaneer and Bhawulpore 
route through Dera Ismail Khan and Guznee to Cabul, which occupied 
three months, whereas now 40 days will do it, and Peshawur instead 
of receiving its piece-goods from Cabul will send them there. 

Rode about as usual morning and evening Comparatively few peti- 
tions are presented, kept back I doubt not by the Khan. 

The other day some Sikh sepoys reclining near a well under 
trees were heard to express their wonder “ how it was that not a Singh 
had been murdered this time since they entered the Eusufzye country, 
whereas on all other occasions not a day passed but several were 
destroyed , “ it must be,’' said they, that the people are afraid of these 
two white faces.” They then discussed the separation of the Ranee from 
the young Rajah and wondered “ whether we meant to play him fair ” 
One replied, “ rely upon it they do ; they always are true to their engage- 
ments” ” ah but,” said the other, "the bait is great; can they withstand it "I 

1st October — Took our usual ride; a few more petitions have 
come in, but chiefly from distant Tuppas. 

Lieutenant Lumsden’s Guides inform him that the Pullee plun- 
derers have a picket several miles in advance of their position to give 
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notice of our approach bo that they may have time to fly they are very 
auspidous of all strangera approaching, while one of his men was with 
them, an old woman gave the alarm that she had seen the Fennghiea 
m roult to Pullee, which caused an Inatant rush to the hills The Chief 
on the return of (he foraging party highly approved of their success m 
bringing the cattle, but reprobated the spilling of blood “ You will have 
those Sahibs on us ” he said, "If you murder ' 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor that consequent upon having 
obtained the sanction of the Resident, he purposed joining Maharajah 
Golab Singhs troops in an expedition against the Suddhoons, which he 
supposed would delay his joining me for six weeks or two months. Wrote 
him in reply that aa I should proceed to Lahore about the end of the 
month it was necessary be should be with me ere then to arrange his 
duties Lieutenant Lumsden being required for some months in Eusufxye 
to carry out our settlement, his services would be needed to visit the 
districts and occasionally to run into Pesbawiir to keep all straight 

2nd October 1Z4.J — Colonel Alla Slngb, the Governor e son joined 
us from Peshawur yesterday though I had recommended his father 
keeping him to assist in his government dunng my absence the old 
gentleman says be can do without him and that his post is with us 

Took our nde as usual Wc seldom meet a doxen people In as 
many miles the country seems quite deserted an unearthly stlUness 
prevailing, only broken by the squeaking and creaking of the Persian 
wheels which arc at work night and day 

General Elahee Buksh, commanding Artillery sent me a set of 
horse appointments 180 sets of which have arrived from Lahore a 
more disgraceful turnout I never saw they are made by contract and 
evidently will not last three months. I made up 100 seta at Peshawur 
for much less money, and in every way superior 


Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent , N W F 


Caup Touroo Edsufzyz 
2nd October z8py 
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No. 85.— Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 3rd, to Saturday, the 9th October 1847. 

jrd October 184.J — Sunday 

/Jill October . — Had a grand parade of the troops, after which 
sent them to make a piomenade through the neighbouring villages, etc. 

A letter from the Mulliks of Loonkhore they say their country 
produces little or nothing and is unable to pay revenue ; this is in reply 
to my summons for them to wait on me 

Sent orders to Colonel Holmes to maich to-morrow to Sawul 
Dhur, near Jumal Ghurry, to which I purposed moving at the same 
time had not we found in the evening that anothei day at Touroo was 
necessary to complete its settlement 

Lieutenant Lumsden seized a spy from Pullee, who acknowl- 
edged that he had been deputed to watch our proceedings He had driven 
off 20 bullocks three months before, and was pointed out by the owner. 
On being questioned he coolly acknowledged the fact, saying he had 
given them up on receiving 25 rupees, which sum he was now pre- 
pared to refund he seemed to deem it hard measure his being put into 
confinement for such a mere matter of trade 1 

^th October — With Colonels Mehtab Singh, Alla Singh and other 
officers, accompanied by 20 or 30 of the men, we went out hog-huntmg; 
the sepoys were most eager, and appeared to enjoy the sport highly 
Colonel Holmes reports that finding scarcity of water at Sawul 
Dhur, he fell back on Hamzah Ghur, a mile in its right rear. 

6th Octobei — Marched to Jumal Ghurry, 12 miles , for the first 
four to the village of Mahoba partial cultivauon, from thence over a 
barren plain passing the small village of Cazeeabad, round which were 
a few patches cultivated There is no road but a foot-path , the country 
however is so flat that the guns had no difficulty in moving. 

Jumal Ghurry is a small village, with only three wells in or near it , 
water very scarce and little or no cultivation Opposite to our camp on 
the spur of a hill “ called Brahma ” are the remains of an ancient strong- 
hold, which we visited and in^which we found many beautifully carved 
figures in stone, most more or less defaced The natives could give us no in- 
formation connected with the place ; an adjoining hill is called “ Gungah.” 
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yth Odobtr x 8 ^y — Marched to Cutlnog, which Is just in rear 
of the hill called Brahma, and over which is a narrow foot patlL The 
gun road winds round the spur and then up a narrow gorge (easily 
defensible) for two or three milea, where It opens into this valley which 
18 bleak and barren 

This village consists of three divisions on as many mounds with 
a sort of basin below and separabng them through which runs a 
stream at present nearly dry It seems a wretched place, producing 
little or nothing 

The Mulhks of Cutlung and Loonkhore waited on us and 
professed their wilUngncaa to pay what they could but that it was little 
they had and moat of the villages near the hills they said would not pay 
at all Two named Sharaooiye and Babooiye, distant only three koss, 
pnding themselves on having foiled Sirdar Sher Singhs attack and in 
Dieting considerable loss on the Sikhs, would not hear of even paying 
their respects I have written to their Mulhks advising their comiug 
in and talking to us 

Colonel Holmes force joined at Cutlung this morning, so that 
we now muster 6 Horse Artillery guns, a r^raent of Cavalry 64 Chore 
churras, 40jagheer horse, two regiments of Infantry and four com 
panics of Ramgoles exclusive of the Guide Corps 

Posted the pickets myself a double chain, foot and horse 

8 lh Odoher — We reconnoitred this morning the village of Sha 
moorye Found the people on the alert, with Dags Eying and occupying 
the most commanding positions, It Is In a deit of the hills their sides 
protected by them the front is defended by a breastwork said to be of 
wood Unless we can crown the heights I fear we shall lose many lives 

Received a reply to ray letters both the villages profess submis- 
sion, but declare they are too poor to pay revenue. I have again wntten 
them ‘ to send me their headmen to talk to me when I had no 
doubt we would easily arrange matters that tHI they come in I could 
do nothing to ease them of their burdens." 

In the evening with a few horse we rode to the village of , 

which we found nearly deserted came on all their flocks and herds, 
which as we did not plunder I am led to hope will show the people that 
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they have not the old Sikhs under Sirdar Sher Singh to deal with. 
This valley being entirely dependent on ram for irrigation and little 
having fallen this year, theie is hardly a particle of vegetation. 

gih October iS/fj — Reconnoitred this morning the village of 
Baboozye; found all prepared to give us a waim leception Three shots 
were fired at us, which, until the men who fired are given up, will preclude 
our making any terms with the people The village is situated much as 
Shamoozye in the cleft of the hill, but seems more open in the rear. 
I annex a field sketch of the two taken by Lieutenant Lumsden. 

Hearing that there was a foot-path from the opposite or Suddoom 
side of the hill, we sent a Guide yesteiday to reconnoitre it, and I am 
happy to say that he reports it accessible to the very top ; once there, 
a few men can command the village and its defences We send a party 
to-night, under the pretext of looking foi cattle of the Baboozye people 
said to have been sent across the hill, and on Monday morning we 
expect to be enabled to give a good account of these warlike gentlemen 

The Mulliks of Shamoozye have just come in and paid their 
respects, the first time they say they evei did to any one We com- 
mended them accordingly, and sent them back apparently well pleased; 
they were greatly alarmed at first, fancying we should seize and imprison 
them. I gave them no Khillut or money, deeming it a bad practice thus 
to pay rebels 

Intelligence from Cabul up to the 25th ultimo of no sort of interest. 

Geo St. P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst, to the Agent, G^G,, N~W. F. 


No 36. — Political Diary of Major G-eorge St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 10th, to Saturday, the 16th October 1847. 

loth Octobet i 8 ^y — The Guide Company with a company of 
Ramgoles marched last night for the Suddoom valley with orders to 
ascend the hill above Baboozye, so as to reach the summit by dajLreak 
and descend as soon as they see the mam foice in position 

Towards evening received a message from Futty Khan, the 
Duffadar of Guides, who leads the party reporting anival at Suddoom 

51 
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and hi 3 having commenced searching for the cattle of the insurgents 
as a blind Meer Baba had assembled Ins men ready to co-operate 

Struck our camp and placed all the baggage In a defenBlble position, 
telling off a reaalJah and three corapanies for its protection 

At a meeting of Commanding Officers in my tent explained to 
each the plan of operations for to morrow, so that if possible there may 
be no mistake. Told them to warn their men against plundering or 
leaving the ranks on any pretext and to take no camp followers but 
water-earners all seem moat eager and anxious to please. 

ijih Ociobtr —Tbe force marched at 2 am , consisting of 6 
Horae Artillery guns 470 Sabres Kbas Dragoons and Ghorechurras 
972 rank and file Sikh Regiment Nujeebs and Ramgoles all In high 
spirits 

The action commenced by the enemy on the left spur attacking 
our right skirmishers the guns were quickly brought to bear on the 
heights and village, but did not succeed in clearing either The 
skirmishers were then ordered to force the spur under cover of a water 
course, but mistaking the order they made a rush up tbe face which was 
perpendicular here they were brought up and took shelter as best 
they could Seeing their critical position I withdrew them but not nil 
they had snstamed aome'loss Rallying them under shelter of som 
trees I detached their support to carry out the original order 

The skirmishers of the left column look up an excellent position 
within musket range of the village and I supported them by posting 
the main body under Colonel Holmes on a rocky mound commanding its 
left defences 

My chief object was to engage the attention of the enemy from 
our rear attack, without exposing my men, and in this I succeeded 
though ranch against their mclinatioQ several of the Colonels coming 
up to me at different times and begging me to give the order for a 
general assault. 

At length on seeing tlic head of our rear attack debouching 
from the hill I ga'c the much desired order which was promptly obeyed 
The etiemj fled m nil directions and the village was m our possession 
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Our loss IS trifling — I killed and 13 wounded Mr Thompson 
was in the field and most useful 

The troops thioughout the day behaved admirably , not an attempt 
was made to plunder or leave the ranks till I gave the order to fire the 
village, when I told them to help themselves. 

12th October jS/j-J — As the troops weie collecting yesterday to 
leturn to camp after the destruction of the village, Lieutenant Lumsden 
observed at the distance of some miles, among the brushwood, the Pullee 
Cavalry robbers Instantly giving chase with 24 of his Guides and 
some Khas Dragoons, after a gallop of six miles he came up with 
them, but only just as they entered the village, into which he did not 
think it prudent to follow them; anothei mile more and he would have 
given a good account of them He repoits that the Dragoons were 
soon left in the rear 

Lieutenant Taylor joined me yesterday shortly after our return 
to camp, having made a forced march of 30 miles m hopes of being in 
time for the action ; his disappointment was great at finding it over 

The Mulliks of several yaghee villages have tendered obeisance, 
many who never were known to do so before , the fate of Baboozye has 
opened their eyes. 

ijth October — Marched this morning to Leekpanee, about five miles 
in advance toward Pullee, the force under Colonel Holmes pi oceeding 
direct ; Lieutenants Lumsden, Taylor and myself, with Colonels Kahn 
Singh, Rosa, and Alla Singh and two resallahs of Dragoons proceeding 
by the village of Loonkhore, which gives name to the district 

I had intended to pitch my camp there, but fiom the nullah being 
dry and water only procurable from wells, changed my mind 

Loonkhore is a large populous village, contains about 1,500 
houses, 100 of which are Hindoos, who carry on an extensive trade with 
Swat, it IS surrounded by a deep and broad lavme and if defended 
could only be taken with much loss, fiom the Cutlung side it might be 
cannonaded with effect 

We rode thiough most of the sheets attended by the Mulliks, 
the women crowding the tops of the houses and the men the doorways 
to see us, the latter giving us the “ welcome of peace ” 
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The country is bleak and barren, not a blade of ve^tation did we 
see in our whole ride 

A deputation from Baboozye, a Syed and Hindoo, to know If they 
would be forgiven “ Certainly ” I replied, “ on the MulUke attending, 
which they ndght do without the slightest fear ” 

I4ih Octobtr — I am happy to say our wounded are doing welL 

I have given up my hill tent to them and we all visit them dally 
Mr Thompson is unremitting in his attention to them the poor fellows 
seem most sensible of all this and thankful, contrasting It with what 
would have been their fate had they not had the Sahiban with 
them 1 

Rode towards Police this morning, but thinking we saw their 
eowara, spread out to intercept them and so taken out of oar course 
visited the village of Kohee Instead received most graciously most of 
them were out agaloat ua on the iith I 

Wrote to the Mulbka of PuUee to come in give up the Hindoo 
their horBemen had seized at Nowshera, and the rnap who had com 
mitted the murder In that quarter, otherwise they must stand the 
consequences 

i$th Orfo^r —Reconnoitred Pullee In approaching it met'*a 
messenger with a reply to my letter it wus not to the purpose, so we 
sent him back telling him to caubon the Mullik against any shot being 
fired at us 

On neanng the village we found all ready to receive us warmly 
but It Is a place of no strength being quite in the open they might 
possibly give os a volley or two and then would take to the hills 

The Governor of Pesbawur writes me that he had a salute fired 
to announce our victory and alarm the evil disposed He wants to send 
me reinforcements but I have declined them 

i 6 th October — Lieutenant Taylor and I rode to the village of 
Kurckee to examine some anaenl rcmalna similar to those I saw at Jumal 
Ghurry Lieutenant Lumsden going towards Baboorye to make a sketch 
of the VTilley 

Mecr Baba of Suddoom, our good ally, brought In 200 head of 
cattle he had seized bdonging to the villages of Shamoozye and 
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Baboozye ; these we restored to them to-day to their amazement and 
our credit. 

I hear daily from Peshawur from the Governor, Cazee, Police 
Officers, etc , and all, I rejoice to say, appears to go on well 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pitncipal Asst to the Agent, G^G , N.-W F 


No. 37.— Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 24th, to Saturday, the 30th October 1847. 

2ph October — Crossed the guns and Infantry over the river 

yesterday and the Cavalry during the night , had six boats, two from 
Khesgy, one from Akhora and two from Nowshera all got over well 

Marched to Pubbee by the old or King’s road The crops are 
nearly ripe and look promising 

A deputation from the Governor waited on me with a zeafut, etc 

2§th October — Marched from Pubbee at daybreak , near Chum- 
kunnee we were met by the Governor, Sirdar Golab Singh, Sirdars 
Sultan Mahomed and Peer Mahomed Khan, General Elahee Bukhsh and 
others, who accompanied us through the city to the Agency. The troops 
were drawn up in line, extending from the Cabul Gate to the left of the 
All Murdan Cantonment, and looked clean and well appointed A 
salute of nine guns was fired on our passing the Governor’s residence and 
one of 1 1 guns on reaching the parade 

The officers, Urbobs, etc , on alighting were introduced to Lieutenant 
Taylor, and then presented the Dusserah nuzzurs to me, the amount 
I lodged in the Peshawur Treasury. 

The city was all alive and the tops of the houses crowded to see us 

pass. 

I am happy to say only two or three petitions were presented 
dunng the day, which shows a decided improvement in the state of 
aSairs. 

26th October. —Commenced the issue of two months’ pay to the 
Khas Dragoons returned from service in Eusufzye 



Ao6 PESEA}WR POLITICAL DIARIES i&fy 

Transacted buaineaa with the Governor in revenue matters 
Lieutenant Taylor present to sec how matters were earned on 

Vinted the regimental parades. Two companies of Colonel Meer 
Jung All 8 corps were practising Light Infantry movements 

Likewise with Lieutenant Taylor visited the fort, magannes 
etc. the late Commandant with the officers in charge of stores arc in 
confinement on the grave charge of embeirimg Government property it 
has been going on for years 

2’jlh Odohtr 184.7 — iiirdar Kahn Singh with all his officers of 
Ghorechurras waited on me with their Dusaerah nuetun which I made 
over to the Peshawur Treasury 

With Lieutenant Taylor visited the Wuieeree Bigh found Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed and family occupying the house We were received 
moat graciously and sat some time with him he baa made quite a show 
place of It 

The Havildar of Nujeebs recently promoted by me and who 
was severely wounded at Baboorye died to-day the rest of the wounded 
are in my hospital doing well 

I have many complaints against the new ferry toll collectors 

28ih October — Transacted business with the Governor and after- 
wards held my weekly durbar of Urbobs to all of whom I introduced 
Lieutenant Taylor they are full of congratulations on my late operations 
fn Loonkhorc. 

The Governor came to me this evening m rather a perturbed 
state with a punvanna from the Durbar to hold a regiment of Cavalry, 
three of Infantry and a troop of Horse Artillery In readiness to march 
vtd Kohaut to Bunnoo Tank- Also an order for the Barukxye 
Sirdars with 2 000 horse and foot to accompany the force. I have 
issued orders accordingly though the force of Infantry thus taken 
from this Is somewhat large, seeing that there is already one corps 
with Lieutenant Lumsden in Eusufzye and another may be required 
Id that quarter 

2pih October — Took Lieutenant Taylor this morning to pay the 
Governor a visit We met the several officers dvil and military, In 
durbar and sat upwards of on hour 
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Inlelligcncc fioiu Cabul up to the 21st instant is that on the 
isl Sndar Mahomed Akiam Khan had applied to his father from 
Huzaia foi icinloi cements, as 20,000 men weie collected against him 
and he was haid picsscd. Tlic Anicci in leply told him to hold his 
own , he should be quickly aided , parlies were daily proceeding from 
Cabul viS Kohistan to leinfoicc him 

On the 6th instant a merchant of Cashmeie and Bokhara told 
Ninvab Jubbar Khan that a laigc Russian force had arrived within 
eight maichcs {/iiiincc/) of Khiva at a place called Aka Musjid. 

Mahomed Shah Khan, Ghilzie, was still in rebellion against the 
Ameei, and it was said that the Biiiish at Peshawur had written him in 
teims of appioval and cncouiagement 

A purw'annah from the Durbar has 1 cached the Governor for 
the execution of the sepoy in Meet Jung Ah’s regiment who murdered a 
piostilutc 1 have directed it to be carried into effect on Monday next, 
in the mode cuslomaiy in the Sikh service, which is to march the 
pi isoner round the cantonments and then execute him 

jol/i Octoba i 8 ^y — Lieutenant Taylor transacted business with 
the Governor in mj^ piesence and heard all the reports of the army 
and citj'’ He likewise investigated the daily cases, petitions, etc , and 
will continue to do so 

The troops letuined from Eusufzye with Colonel Holmes have 
received their pay for two months, and will receive two more with 
the rest of the force on arrival of the treasure 

A large kafila has just arrived fiom Cabul by the river or Tartarrah 
route and 1 am told has brought much property belonging to our 
unfortunate army 

I regiet to say fever is prevalent just now among the troops 
and small-pox is raging in the city 

Another prostitute has been cut down by a sepoy, a Mussalman 
in Colonel Dewa Singh’s Sikh regiment he is in custody 

I purpose starting for Lahore on the 4th proximo, having made 
all arrangements for carrying on the duties here 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Piincipal Asst to the Agent, G -G , N.-fV. F. 
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No S8.“Polltloal Diaries of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General^ North West Frontier, at Peshawnr, and Lt. 
H. G Taylor, Assistant to the Resident, from Sunday, 
the 81st October, to Saturday, the 0th of November 
1847 

jist Odobtr 184 .’^ — Sunday 

isi Novttnbtr — Inspected the troops at Grand Parade after which 
with Lieutenant Taylor saw Colonel Ruttun Singh put his Regi 
raent of Sikhs through a few manoeuvres which were creditably 
executed 

With the Governor we then inspected 1 12 bullocks reported unfit 
for further service by the Commandant of the Artillery 56 of these 
had just arrived from Huxara in a batch of 300 directed all to be 
sold on account of Government. 

Lieutenant Taylor transacted busioeas with the Governor m my 
presence 

The sepoy of Meer Jung Alia Regiment found guilty of the 
murder of a prostitute was executed this morning in the manner 
cQStomary m the Sikh army that is be was marched through the city 
and cantonments under charge of the police and a company from 
Ruttun Singh s Regiment and then bong At least 10 ooo people 
attended, among whom were crowds of women who highly applauded 
this prompt justice. 

2itd November — With Lieutenant Taylor 1 took a long walk into 
the country, passing several villages we had only two attendants 
The people saluted us In the most cordial manner and seemed much 
gratified at our thus going among them 

The crops with the exception of cotton are most flounshing 
ploughing and sowing are going on in good style. 

Lieutenant Taylor heard the reports of the troops and transacted 
business with the Governor who is taking to him famously 

A camel load of medical stores arrived this morning from the 
Umballa DepAt for the use of the Agency just in lime as our medicines 
were getting scarce 

yrrf —Lieutenant Taylor transacted business with tlie 

Governor and received the reports of the dty, troops, etc 
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All the officeis waned on me this moining to take leave , most 
had some petitions to make legarding then deciease of pay, leduction in 
lank, etc. I listened to all and gave them soft words in leply 

Theie being seveial non-commissioned vacancies in Colonel Soobhan 
Khan's and Maun Singh’s Regiments, I had the seniors of each grade 
up and selected the most efficient foi promotion. 

We lode to the Cavahy Paiade this morning to see the Brigade 
exeicise under Colonel Kahn Singh, Rosa he handled them fairly 

Novcinbc) jS^'/ — Major Lawrence left for Lahore before day- 
light , a salute of guns was fiied on the occasion. I rode a short 
distance on the Hushtnuggui road on retuining to the house I found 
the Siidar awaiting me , transacted business with him 

The Uibobs of the vaiious Tuppas came according to custom to 
present themselves, Thursday being their day for audience 

yz/i Novcmbci — The regiments paiaded on their respective parade 
grounds. 

I lode to the village of Chittee Dheiee in the Khulleel Tuppah, 
about five miles to the south-west of Ah Muidan Bagh At the village 
of Paokah on the road to Chittee Dheree, I found the fields filled with 
cotton-pickeis. This crop did not appear to me to have sufiered so 
much in the neighbourhood of this village as it has in other places. 

I examined some pods and asked one of the pickers whether they 
ought to be laiger than they were He said no, that they were not 
usually much larger. 

The Indian corn crops are ver^' luxuriant , on one occasion I 
addressed some woids of admiration of them to one of a group of 
zumeendars near Chittee Dheiee He in reply commenced m the 
usual querulous tone that prayers foi reduction of assessment are made 
in saying that the crop was spoilt and the country ruined {stc) I was so 
taken by surpnse that I laughed in his face and was joined much to his 
chagrin by his companions and friends, who seemed to be aware that 
there was little hope of making any one believe the assertion of the 
desponding spokesman 

At Chittee Dheree I ascended to the roof of Zereen Khan 
Urbob’s house and from thence obtained a good view of the sur- 
rounding country, the village of Tukal and forts of Bara and Jumrood 

52 
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I omitted to mention that I yesterday presided at the distnbution 
of 670 rupees to the inhabitants of the Dhobecs mohullah In the city 
being a portion of an unjust fine eitorttti from them in Sirdar Outar 
Singhs time A man was found hanging m their mohullah, having it 
IS supposed committed suicide, but no clue being found as to the sup- 
posed murderers between 7 and 800 rupees were exacted as a fine 
from the whole mohullah Of this sum only 670 rupees found its way 
to the Government PtUt, and to the restoration of that sum Major 
^awrence obtained the aanction of the Durbar The people seemed 
thoroughly to appreciate this piece of retrospective justice, I explained 
to them that 670 rupees was the amount received by Government on 
tbe occasion and that that was all they would receive again They 
replied that they would be glad to take whatever was allowed 
Transacted business with the Sirdar after breakfast. 

Mahomed Ameer Khan Khulleel requested leave to take Ursulla 
Khan of Zedah who is under orders to remain at Peshawur to hiB 
house for the purpose of giving him an cnlertainment I consented to 
his being absent two days, telling the former that he would be answer- 
able for bis appearance if wanted m the interim 

6th Ntnxntbir 18^7 — Rode to some of the Mohmund villages 
beyond Banamorcc. The whole of the southern suburbs of the citj are 
still well wooded and many of the old gardens remain but to the west, 
north and east a clean sweep baa been made of them 

In the evening the Sirdar brought the officers of Artillery and 
I wrote down their names 

Ramdass Dufterec presented a number of Txtnkhwahs for signa 
ture I had heard that Major Lawrence had directed Gunput Rae 
Treasurer to present all Tunkhwahs so I told Ramdass to make them 
over to him 

The Sirdar requested that the usual Monday parade might be ex 
cased on account of the DewaUe also that the sums allowed by regula 
tions for the purchase of oil etc for illuminations, might be sanctioned 
namely 5 rupees for each regular regiment of Ca\’alry or Infantry 
and rupees for every troop of Artillery To both of these proposl 
tions after enquiry, I gave my consent 

REYNELL G TAYLOR Lieut, 

Assistant to Rtsidenl 
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No. 39 — Poht.ical Diary of Lieutenant R Gr. Taylor, As- 
sistant to the Resident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 7th, to Saturday, the 13th Novemher 
1S47 

ph jYoit nihcj jS// — Ins being the Daua/cc I was overwhelmed 
witli offenngs of sweclmeals, fiuit, clc The town and lines weie 
biilhantly illuminated in the evening and the Sirdai caused the tank and 
canal in this gni den lobc decorated with lows of lamps I observed that 
the houses of the Mussulman oflhccis w’crcas biilhantly lighted up asanJ^ 

Sfh — I had excused the regulai Monda}' paiade of the 

whole foicc on account of the ablution necessary aftei the Dcivalce 

‘\n Eiuopcan of the name of Paliick O’Leaiy sui tendered 
himscll to me as a dcscrlci fioni the 3rd Company, 6ih Battalion of 
Aitillerj I placed him undei suivcillancc He has since been 
SC110USI3 ill He states that he left Loodhianah on or about the 20th 
' October. 

The Baiukxye Sirdais came to visit me I shouted them the 
specimens of coal w'hicli Mr Sub- Assistant Surgeon Thompson had 
procuicd fiom Kohal and its ncighbouihood . on seeing the specimens 
they said that there weie quantities of it in that pait of the country 

p/Ii Novanbc) — The icgiments paraded on their respective grounds 
The Govei nor came in the 11101 ning 

jolh Nnvcmhci — Rode round the city in the moining; saw a 
number of people collected at a spot, a short distance from the Yakka 
Toot Gate and heard afterwards that smoke had commenced issuing 
from the ground at that place Found the Siidai awaiting my return 

In the course of tiie day he sent me a number of pui wannahs that 
he had received from the Dm bar on the subject of the debts of Sndars 
Sultan Mahomed Khan and Syud Mahomed Khan to Government, 
the former owing 10,000 rupees and the latter 14,000, for money 
borrowed The Duibai has several times directed that portions of 
their jageers should be resumed until the debts be paid. I referred 
to the office and found that Major Lawrence had, a short time ago, 
written strongly on the subject to the Sirdars, so I forwarded copies 
of his letters with letteis of my own to them recommending them to 
settle the debts m question with as little delay as possible Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed Khan replied that he had repaid 4,000 of his 10,000 
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and that Major Lawrence had said that on reaching I-ahore he would 
try and make some arrangement to relieve him from the payment of 
the other 6 000 I have wnttcn to Major Lawrence to enquire into the 
truth of this statement From Syud Mahomed Khan I have as yet 
received no answer He, I am told undertook to pay m two months 
and the time has elapsed. Unleae he makes some satisfactory arrange 
mcnt I shall send for him and insist on his doing so I hear he 
disputes the full extent of the claim 

With regard to Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan I think it hardly 
fair to press him and talk of confiscating his jageer, when he with a 
force of 3 000 men is under summons for service 

Tlih Novtmhtr — The regiments paraded on their respective 

grounds I visited the Infantry and Artillery parades, found Colonel 
Rutton Singh manoeuvring a bngadeof three regiments, namely his own 
(Scikhs) Colonel Maun Singhs (Poorbeahs) and Meer Jung Aha 
(Mussulmans) He bandied them very creditably, but all the move 
merits were rather slowly performed 

I then passed on to Colonel Holmes’ Regiments, one of which 
Subhan Khan s Mnssulman Regiment, 1 found distributed in squads 
and practising the English Manual and Platoon 

Went to the spot where the smoke is said to issue from the 
groimd- ITicre was none visible, but putting my hand into the crevice 
I found the heat very great 

J3th Noivmbrr —Rode lo tbc Momuod villages of Lvndcs snd 
Bahadoor the former the residence of Mahomed Khan, Urbob, who 
Is building a new house in it 

The whole of the country about these villages is beautifully 
cultivated 

Rupees 2 13,000 having amvcd from Lahore in specie, Hoondies 
and Tunkhwahs, for the payment of the troops the rupees amounting 
to one lakh and SIX thousand were this day counted and placed in the 
Treasury 

The late Superintendent of the Fort who is In irons on a charge of 
peculation being reported by Mr Thompson as senously III of dy’sen 
terj, I consented to his irons being removed fora few days, Dur 
barah Singh Ijarahdar being security for his not attempting to escape. 
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7 9/// jVovanlx > iS/’/. — Rode Uuougli tlic Foit of Jumrood , the dis- 
tance IS called 7 kos^, but I should not lecUon it above ten miles. It lies 
wcslb}^ south lioin Pcshawui and is about two miles and a half fioin the 
uppci 01 noi Ihcrninosl cnliance of llic Kh^'bci Pass Plic Foit has, I 
fancy, been piCMOUsl}' described; it is now undci going lepaiis, and the 
niisci able bo\ els and holes in which the gaiiison foi merly lived aie 
being icplaccd b}’ well-built lous of lines, tlie loofs of which foim a 
coiiNcnicnt platfoim lallici lowci than the baibette of the defences. 
There aic only thiec guns in the Foit. 

On my wa}' to the Fort I found no men at all in two of the Chokees 
on the load and onl3 se\ennicnin a thud. The caie of this road is 
entrusted to llie Khulleel Uibobs who enjoy consideiable jageeis for the 
purpose I found out that it was piopcrly Zcieen Khan of Chittee 
Dlicrce, \\ ho should have piovidcd them to-day and that on the line 
whicli I passed there ought to liavc been upwaids of thirty men On 
letuining to Peshawui I sent for Zereen Khan and made him ovei to 
the Siidar, with ducctions to fine him 500 lupees, this I aftei wards 
reduced to 100 on the Uibobs solemnly pionnsing that such an 
impiopriety should not again occui, and if it did that Ins jageer should 
be held forfeited. 

Found the Sirdar awaiting my letiiin with a laige budget of 
purwannahs fiom the Duibai, one of which diiected that no lupees 
of a date pnoi to Sumbut ’88 were to be leceived m revenue Ihe 
general remark on this was that theie would not be found enough good 
new com in the country to make up the amount of Government levenue 
The immense quantity of defective and old com is a great evil in this 
piovmce, 

I have released Nujjuf Khan, Khuttuck, for a few days on the 
security of Siidar Peer Mahomed Khan, Baiukzye, to enable him to 
make arrangements foi the payment of his debts to Government If he 
fails to accomplish anything he will be again confined 


REYNELL G, TAYLOR, Lieut, 

Assistant to Resident 
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No 40— Political Diary of Iileu tenant R. O Taylor, As- 
sistant to the Kesident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from 

Sunday, the 14th, to Saturday, the 20th November 
1847 

Novtmher iS^j — Rode luto the town to see the site of a 
robbery that h»d taken place. The Jemadar’s guard at the Cabulee 
Gate turned out only three men to present arms. The orders are 
distinct that until one watch of the day every man of the guard is to 
remain present The Jemadar did not even know where his men were, 
this IS the second instance of lanty that I have met with m the guards 
furnished by the Ramgoles I gave the first man, a Jemadar 20 days’ 
extra duty on the same guard, the second, also a Jemadar I ordered to 
be reduced to the rank of Havildar 

/y/A —General parade In the morning I inspected the 

troops After parade I inspected the troop of Horse Artillery under 
orders for service in Buqqoo The guns men and horses appeared In 
good order the harness is all new 

i6lh hovfin^er — According to appointment the Bamkzye Sirdars 
came in the morning with the Governor to consult on the route of the 
troops to Bunnoo oiJ KobaU My letter of the above date has put you 
in possession ot the Information gained on the occasion 

ijlh Novembit — The Sirdar came in the morning I rather astounded 
him with the information that I had received orders to accompany the 
troops to Bunnoo and he immediately prtiposed sending for Lieutenant 
Lumsden 

The regiments about to leave this are being paid before the others 
and the^ are also receiving their new clothing, which arrived from 
Lahore a few days ago 

Tlie camels properly belonging to the troops have not arrived, and 
it will be necessary to take those which have brought the clothing 

Rnmdoas, Dufierec, brought a long list of complaints on the subject 
of the treatment the kardara arc aaid to be receiving at the hands of 
icmmdars and Mullicks these accounts may be true or not, but the 
object Is chiefly to show how our aystem of extending favour and protec 
tion to the zeralndars renders them Insolent and unrul_j 1 shall enquire 
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caicfull}' inlo llic cases and puinsli if I see leason and shall especially 
wain the Uibobs that if such impiopricties aic fiequcnt it will be visited 
on them 

Ahjaudeen, Badshah, came to show^ a lettei from Mahomed Shah 
Khan, GIiil/ic, enquiring w’hat officci had ai lived at Peshawur and what 
foicc he had bi ought wnth him. 

jS//i jVovrtuhrt jS/y — The Siidai came in the morning and stayed 
during the wdiolc day superintending the distiibution of clothing to the 
men 

Mirza Muzhui Alice, Commandant of Aitilleiy, told off for duty m 
Bunnoo, made some difficulty about the prepaiation of fuzes He is 
said to know little about his duty in that wa}' 

It being the day foi the Uibobs of the vaiious Tuppahs to present 
themselves, I had diicctcd tiic Kaidais to lie piesent also, and then in 
then presence told the Uibobs plainl}' that if the llieft of giain and 
violence to iheii servants complained of b}^ the ICardars continued, they 
would be made answciablc foi it I have caused the Mulheks of two 
villages to be called in, and in one case wdiere they had al'owed the 
cotton cinps to be dcstio3md b}’ cattle have put them in conhnement 

A cold-blooded inurdei lias occuired, committed by a man who 
found his niece sleeping wnth a scivant, he was accumpanied by the 
fathei of the girl, and the uncle at fiistsaid that he had himself strangled 
hei and that the father did not paiUcipatc , he has since declared in my 
piesence that the fathci held one end of the cloth and he the other 
The father has escaped, but the uncle was apprehended on the spot 
I have ordered the culprit to be executed on Monday I think in such 
a case I should be wrong to delay punishment Had the murdei been 
committed with a sword the man would have deserved death , but con- 
sideiing the state of society and the prejudices of his lehgion, I should 
have felt some compunction m ordering his execution, but his savagely 
following the girl into an jnnei room and there strangling her with a 
cloth makes his crime heavy, and Majoi Lawience having pioclaimed 
that blood must atone for blood, it seems to me just that when an 
individual has taken upon himself the office of executioner for an 
offence committed against himself, he should pay the penalty to the 
power m whom the right is really vested. 
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Prompt punishnent seems more especially necessary in this province 
where human life is so little regarded and scarcely a day passes without 
senous cases of wounding being brought in 

i^th Novunber — The Bunnoo troops moved to the plain on 

the further side of the Wureeree Bagh 

Lieutenant Bowie arnved early m the morning 

It appearing to me that Mirza Muzhur Allee the Co mm andant of 
Artillery ordered to Bunnoo was a difficult man to deal with and not 
by any means intelligent, I ordered him to re mai n here and have put 
Lahourah Singh, Commandant in command of the troop Muzhur Allee 
made difficulties about preparing fuzes, etc., and I found It very difficult 
to get a direct answer from him In case of any senous worh I should 
have had no confidence In his Intelligence , they say he is otherwise a 
good soldier 

Cheit Singh Colonel of the Akal Regiment of Horse marches with 
them bis promotion to the above rank has been for some time sanctioned 
by the Durbar but has been in abeyance on account of his sickness 
The Sirdar referred to me to know whether he should be enrolled in the 
Duftor as a Colonel to which I gave my assent 

Thc Sirdar came m the evening to visit Lieutenant Bowie and 
brought General Elahee Buksh with the Artillery officers to pay their 
respects to him 

The Sirdar sent me a number of purwannahs received from L,ahore 
for perusal The orders on the subject of the are still obscure. 

In the agreement wntten by the contractors five nvers are mentioned 
namely the Ravee Chenab, Jelum, Attock and Lundai, while m the 
purwannah accompanying it only the four first rivers are mentioned 
and those taking passage-money on any smaller rivers are threatened 
with penalties A former purwannah said from the Beas to the Attock 
The Meerbahrte is not taken on the Lundai, at present, Major 
Lawrence having forbidden IL 

This was the first day of the Ead ul-Kurban and a salute of guns 
was fired with my sanction on the occasion, such having always been 
the custom 
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2olh Novcnibci 184IJ — The Bunnoo troops marched to Budber, 
wheie they halt to-moirovv, Sndar Sultan Mahomed Khan having repor- 
ted that one day’s moie work would impiove the Kohat Pass, and that if 
the foice halted at the foot of the Pass they would be pressed for water 

This being the second day of the Ead, a fair was held near the Fort 
Everything went off quietly and when I rode to it at about four o’clock, 
the people were all lelurning 

REYNELL G TAYLOR, Lieut., 

Assistant to Resident. 


No. 41. — Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Lumsden, 
Assistant to the Resident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 21st, to Saturday, the 27th November 
1847. 

2isl Noveinbct 184.J — No business transacted 
22nd Novembei — Occupied all day in making arrangements pre- 
paratory to my departure foi Peshawui 

I have ordeied the Detachment of Ghorechurras on duty with my 
camp to accompany me to Peshawur, having no further need for their 
services and finding it inconvenient to piovide forage for so many 
horses 

2jid November — Leaving my camp standing at Ismaila, at 5 am., 
I rode m to Peshawur, arriving about ii, just in time to see 
Lieutenant Taylor before he started to join the Bunnoo force, accom- 
panied by Yehyia Khan, son of Sirdai Sultan Mahomed Khan. 

24.111 November . — Visited the Artillery parade giounds and saw 
General Elahee Buksh manesuvre a troop of Horse Artillery in a very 
business-like style On our way home Lieutenant Bowie and I took a 
look at the preparations making m the Gor Khuttree for casting the new 
Horse Artillery guns ordered to be cast here the work is progressing, 
though It will be some days before the casting can take place. 

2^lh November . — I forgot to mention that Colonel Ameer Khan’s 
Regiment of Nujeebs received their pay yesterday Three troops of 
Artillery have also been paid to-day 

Rode through the town, accompanied by Lieutenant Bowie, and 
found all the police at their posts and everything orderly and clean. 

53 
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The usual Durbar for the Urbobs was held during the forenoon Many of 
them complained that the zemindars refuse to pay what is justly due to 
theuL I have toW them to prove a clear case against any one and the 
delinquent shall be punished but that if a case of extortion is proved 
against an Urbob be shall likewlae have his deserts 

26th Tiovtmbtr 184.^1 — The company of Colonel Mehtab Singhs 
Regiment on duty with the Governor and three troops of Dragoons 
were paid In the morning 

I have ordered the company of Nujeebs on duty with my camp In 
Eusufzye to be rcbeved by a Ramgote company the relief to take 
charge of the pay for Colonel Mehtab Singh s Regiment and a Dufteree 
to accompany and disburse the pay 

Lieutenant Bowie and I also paid a visit to the wounded men now 
in hospital I am happy to say the poor fellows are doing as well as 
could be erpectecL They appeared pleased at my taking notice of 
them 

Ram commenced to fall daring the mght and 
has continued all day, much to the delight of the zeinmdars. 

I intiinated to the Sirdar my intention of retummg to Eusufrye 
on Monday morning, a move which tbe old gentleman does not at all 
advise but there is nothing here which he cannot do well for the 
present, whereas the new arrangements ra Eusufzye require watching 
to prevent the Khans from playing tricks 

H B LUMSDEN Ljeut, 

Assialont Resident 


No 42, — Political Diary of Identenant H. B LTxmsden, 
Assistant to the Kesident, liahore, on duty In Bnstif- 
zy© from Monday, the 29th November, to Sunday, 
the 6th December 1847 

2gih Nox^fmbtr — Rain greater piart of the morning Towards 

morning I visited the Sirdar and started for Ismalla, arriving In 
camp about snnset After a days ram the road between Peahawur 
and Nowshera Is impassable for camels or hackeries and very bad for 
horses 
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Jiolh Novanhc) jS}y , — Issued the pioclamntions from the Durbar 
icgaiding the considciation to be sliown to men bunging waste lands 
undei cuUualion. 

Sndar Sultan Mahomed has icmovcd the sowais posted for the 
piotection of the public load and has taken them with him to Kobat 

jsl Dfutiihn, — Have not been able to go out foi thicc days owing 
to a constant fall of ram. 

A iiuiidci was perpetrated tins moining by a man in Zedah, who 
suspecting his wife of infidelity watched her movements for some days 
and at Ki'^t caught Iicr intiiguing with a ncighbout he bound the man 
to a cha>f^ntc and running afici the w’oinan cut licr down wulli a tulivm , 
reluming shoill} afici w aids and cutting llie man’s throat. It appears 
a rule among these I’athans that in these cases a man must first kill 
the woman before It is considctcd lawful to finish the adulterei. The 
murdeicr is in confinement 

2>id Dtccmbo —The news-wiitci m Pcshawmi leports that the 
sin offs in the city decline to bring forw'ard their cash for receiving {stc) 
till they ha\c advice from Lahore and Umritsur of the rates charged 
there, ihe mint chaigcs here being 10 per cent. I liave wmitten to 
Major Lawrence on the subject All appears to be going on smoothly m 
Peshaw’ur under the Sirdni’s able management, though the old gentleman 
IS rather diffident of his owm powers 

The Mullicks of Khubbul have sent a Vakeel with Balaam Khan 
of Zedah requesting me to grant them an interview, which I at once 
agreed to M3 camp being here has kept these gents in a slate of fear 
till they are tired 

d Dcctmbcf . — I have ordered each Moaffeedar holding a rent-free 
well to plant a /aZ/ec tiee near it, on pain of the resumption of his 
grant, hoping m this way to gam a supply of timber without loss to 
Government or the ryots, as they all plant trees of some sort to shade 
the cattle working the well and may as well plant a useful sort of timber. 

ph Decembc). — Pay arrived this morning from Peshawur for 
the Detachment on duty with me and was disbursed to the Artillery 
and Sowars The Muzbee Company being relieved at the same time 
returned to the capital 
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All the K'hnnfl attended my Durbar according to custom, but have 
nothing to communicate besides the usual cry for an increase of their 
etipenda 

This part of the country is all quiet and the people busy with 
the harvest and gettiug the haret crop in the ground 

^ih Dectinbtr — This being Sunday no business was transacted 

beyond heanng pehtions 

H B LUMSDEN Lmirr, 

Assistant Restdtni 


Ko 43 —Political Diary of Lieutenant R Q Taylor, Assist- 
ant to the Resident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from "Wed 
neaday the 16 th, to Saturday, the 18 th Deoemher 
1847 

j^th DectmUr 184.^ —Rode Into Pcahawnr from Kobat, distance 
40 miles , great preparatioos made for our passage through the Darrah, 
which on account of the Khybemes having come down in great numbers 
to the foot of the hills is now anything but safe. We, however, received 
no molestation but a man was killed a short time after we had passed 
through The inhabitants of the villages of Akboor Zeroon Khali and 
others in this Durrah which is the only portal to Kobat arc independent, 
pay no revenue and receive an allowance from the possessors of Kobat 
for free passage I reached Peshawur at about 4^ o clock The Sirdar 
came the same evemng 

i6th Dtc<mbtr — Sirdar came In the morning some muskets, ammu 
nitlon and gun metal arrived from Lahore 

Sirdar Golab Singh has received charge of the whole of the nvera 
Attock and Lundai in the matter of iittrbahrtt He has occupied the 
femes on the latter n\er 10 in number by placing Lallah Salamut 
Rae with two writers under him at Nowahera, and a sergeant and sepoy 
at each ferry to collect the tolls and render account e\ery four days to the 
Lallah who will at the end of 15 da38 render account to the Sirdar 

He has entrusted the ferry nt Attock to the Aueiitt Moonahee who 
was placed there to prevent people crossing to the Punjab without 
rahdarcts, and be is to have a couple of sepoy's to help him For the 
ferric* abow Attock amounting to four, the arrangement is similar to that 
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madefol the Lundai, a writer being placed at Oondh with orders to lepoit 
to the man at At took, while foi the femes below Attock down to the 
boundancs of Mooltan, he proposes to send a company of Infantry under 
an mlelhgent officer to post the wiileis and people at the vaiious ferries 
and establish the custom by the imposing piesence of Govei nmeiit troops. 
All these aiiangcmcnts I have agieeJ to as the best that could be made 
under the ciicumstnnces ; no one is willing as yet to undeitake the 
contract, and the great thing is b}' a caieful aiiangement to obtain some 
coirect estimate of the piobable pioduce of each feiry 

i/fJi Dtccmbci — Siidar came in the morning, bringing a 
number of papeis with him The fiist case pioduced refeired to the 
camels of the Zitmbooi Khanab It appeals that some time back the 
Duibar called for an account of the number of camels that had died in 
the Zitmbooi Khanah Jye Singh, the Commandant, and his Moonshee 
sent in an account of 50 On this leport being leceived by the Durbar 
an ordei was issued diiecting all the Ziimboot dices who had lost their 
camels to be dismissed and then Zumboors to be sent into stoie On the 
Sirdai proceeding to cairy this into efifect, it appeared that not above 
16 camels were actually requiied to complete the number and there- 
fore that It would only be necessaiy to dismiss that number of men I 
do not undei stand this matter yet It appeals, however, that when the 
Zutnhooi Khanah was in Lahore theie were in it 86 camels for the 
Zitmbooi s and 12 for the Magazine, while the actual number of Zumbooi's 
was only 52 , that out of this total of 98 camels 50 have actually 
died, leaving 48 foi duty, 12 of which belong to the Magazine, and 36 to 
the Znmboois, which would leave 16 dismounted It did not, however, 
appear to me that it was accoiding to regulations to have extra 
camels m the Zwnbooi Khanah, and the explanations given were not 
satisfactory, and I am inclined to tlimk that the 34 extra camels at one 
time existing in the Znmbooi Khanah were weak and disabled ones 
whose places had been supplied though still kept on the rolls, and 
that they have now been put in to fill up and save men from dismiss^^ 
I shall enquire into this and report the result to you 

i 8 th December — Colonel Kullan Singh {sic) brought the Duibar 
puiwannah m the case of Mirza Muzhui Alice, Commandant of Artillery, 
by the wording of which it would appear that it had been reported 
that the Commandant had raised difficulties with the object of getting 
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off the duty of accompanying the force, which was far from the case, 
and I believe his being relieved was In Itself a great punishment to 
the man, who is reported to be an excellent soldier, though not a very 
brilliant Artillery man 

The Sirdar requested to know what arrangement was to be made 
to prevent disturbances in burying the ia%*ahs A punvannah had 
been previously received from the Durbar forbidding the cnes of 
“Dum I-chuhar yar" and Dum i punjtun, ’ the watchwords of dissen 
Biom I enquired what had been the arrangements in Avitabilcs time 
and found that no iattahs were allowed m the city and if parties carried 
Btandards on horses from one house to another they were not allowed 
to do so openly In the streets The Mussulmans of the regiments 
were allowed to carry about and bring iauahs outside the town, 
accompanied by a company of Infantry I directed that these old rules 
should be strictly adhered to and caused proclamation to be made to 
that effect, and everything has since passed off well and without the 
slightest disturbance. 

Minta Hussein Alice brought ShereAUee Khan Karulbasb who has 
Just arrived from Cabul driven thence according to his own account, 
by the persecutions of the Ameer consequent on a letter addressed 
to him from Jan Fishan Khan having been found on the person of a 
kassid who died at Jellalabad, m which be told Shere Allee Khan 
that the English were certainly coming to Cabul and to be ready to 
join them Major Lawrence has, I believe, already investigated this 
matter and ascertained that Jan FIsban Khan was not the wnter of the 
letter m question Shere Alice Khan presented a nuxiur which I did 
not receive, and dismissed him with slight notice, 

REYNELLG TAYLOR, Lieut 

Autsiant to Rcsulatt, 


No 44.— PoUtloal Diary of Iiieutenant R. Q Taylor, Aaslst- 
ant to the Resident, Lahore at Feshawtir from the 
19th to the 2Bth of December 1847 

ipth Dectniber — I heard from Lieutenant Edwardes from 
Bunnoo 

One Abul Kasim son of Shah Abbas brother of Shah Shoojah, 
came to pay his respect* , he bad just arrived from Cabul having been 
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driven out of that counlr}', he states, by the persecutions of the Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan 

Obtained a clue to the detection of the parties concerned m the 
great robbei y in the city and sent off the Thanadar with a party of 
Ills men to appi chend tliem 

20tli Dicnnbct — The Siidai came in the morning bringing a 

number of pin wannahs, one to the effect that the Mussulmans were not 
to be hindeicd in calling the Acau, anothei directing the speedy sale of 
salt by paities who have the article on hand, a third ordering Dhara 
Singh’s quota of horse to be sent to Lahore, a fourth mentioning that 
Major Napier had been appointed Superintendent of Public Works in the 
Punjab, a fifth ordering the Khurreef payments to be realised from the 
Kai dars by the end of the present month of Poft 

Received intelligence fiom the thief-taking party to the effect that 
the}' had secured one of the lobbers, who had confessed and implicated 
another man, a resident in tlie Doabah. I immediately wiote to Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed Khan directing his apprehension 

General paiade, which we attended. 

Two men, camp-followers of the Khoolah Fauj, were murdered near 
the village of Dulloz3e by the Afreedees, who carried off the camels 
they weie tending I have summoned the Mullicks of the three neigh- 
bouring villages to institute an enquiry into the matter 

2isf Dccembci —The Naib, Mahomed Shereef Khan, who has been 
ill for some time, died in the course of the night; he received a pension 
from our Government of 400 rupees per mensen which lapses He has 
left three sons one, the eldest, Rudur Khan, is about 29 years of age. 
Naib Shereef, as he was commonly called, was sincerely attached to our 
interests and his death deprives the British Government of a well-wisher 
in these parts 

22nd December — The Sirdar came m the morning 

I inspected Colonel Jye Singh’s Ziimboor Khanah I have before 
alluded to this case. The Durbar called upon him or Sirdar Kanh 
Singh for an account of the number of camels that had died in the 
Zumboor Khanah Jye Singh and his Moonshee sent in a statement 
showing that fifty had died, in answer to which an order came 
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directiog that all the dismounted men were to be dismissed and their 
tumboors put into the Fort proceeding to carry this into execution the 
Sirdar found that there were only I2 men actually dismounted 
It then appeared on enquiry that Jye Singh had had at one time as 
many as 34 extra camels that 50 h^d actually died, but that he 
suU retained 34 of sorts This 1 found to be the case on inspection, but 
considered 6 of them that bad just been put m to fill up as totally unfit 
for work some of them being scarce able to stagger under the weight of 
the tumboorahs and therefore directed them to be made over to the 
magazine and the riders whose own camels had died some time before to 
be dismissed also a mau whose camel*haa died within the last ten days 
as the order appears to me to be prospective. In the case of two men 
who were bad characters but had not lost their camels, I directed them 
to be diamiased and retained two men of good character and of very 
longstanding These men are most of them about five months marrear, 
but as the Government demands from them the pnee of the necklaces 
and hooAheis given by Jowabjr Slogb and Hcerab Singh, they are many 
of them brought m debtors on the whole account. Jye Smgh was justi 
fied in saying that 50 of hia camels had died, not in saying that he 
required that number to fill up he might fairly have indented for 25 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan sent m the second thief who at 
first denied all knowledge of the matter but has since confessed property 
to the amount of 16000 rupees was stolen It remains to be seen 
what will be recovered The townspeople and others seem as much 
pleased as 1 am at the discovery of the robbers, which was scarcely to 
be hoped for 

2jrd Dtcembcr i8^y — Lieutenant Lumsden came in from Khuttuclo 
The Urboba of the Tuppalis came to pay their respecla in the course 
of conversation they said that a money settlement would be a great 
blessing to the country and save much lU feebdg and strife. 

2///1 DeuiHb<r — Nothing of importance occurred. Lieutenant 
Robinson of the Huzara Survey came In from SImmshabad 

s^th Dfcembcr — It being Christmns Day, the Sirdar sent a large 
ctoftU of sweetmeats. The parades were excused for tlie same reason 
REYNELL G TAYLOR Lieut 

AssiiAaitl to Resident 



PESHAWUR POLITICAL DIARIES, iS^y 


425 


No 45 — Political Diary of Lieutenant R. Q- Taylor, Assist- 
ant to the Resident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 26th December 1847, to Saturday, the 
1st of January 1848 

26th December i8^y — Went with Lieutenant Robinson to the 
'Gor Khutlree to visit the Sirdar, saw the preparations making for casting 
two guns The process is simple but ingenious . the first step in the 
ariangement is the formation of a mud model of the future gun 
on a round stick 01 pole. This mould is beautifully shaped and rounded 
and made exactly the requisite form and size. On this again 
the mud composition of the mould is laid to a thickness of about half a 
foot ; this IS allowed to dry and the stick in the centre of the model is 
then withdrawn and the model immediately crumbles to pieces inside 
the mould, the latter is then hardened by fiie to the consistency of brick, 
and into this the metal is run, a round bar of iron covered with a 
coating of the composition being first suspended in the centie of the 
mould to form the bore. Thus the whole gun, tiunnions and all, is lun 
off at once and tuined out of the mould nearly fit for use 

Lieutenant Lumsden left for Khuttuck. 

I received a book of English Dull translated into Hindustani, which 
I made over to the Sirdar 

2/^/i December — Siidar Kanh Singh came with the 19 men of the 
Zumboor Khanah, who have been dismissed I heard all their accounts 
in their presence I oidered that those to whom money was due from 
the Government should be paid up and that those (the md.joiit3') who 
were bi ought in debtors to Government, albeit in an ear four months, 
should make any petition they wished on then arrival at Lahore, the3'- 
have been mulcted for the boodkess and kunlhas issued in Heerah 
Singh’s and Jowahii Singh's time 

Quazee Gholam Kader came from Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan 
to lepresent the case of the village of Addozye, the inhabitants of 
which, having written an agreement before Major Lawrence to pay 
their revenue foi the future, to forfeit 400 rupees for every murder 
committed within then limits and to refrain fiom injuring the neighbour- 
ing village of Muttunee by cutting off its water, have violated these 
three compacts and are now in an unmanageable state, affording no 
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hope of the Khurreef revenue being realised from them The object of 
the Quaice's mission was to beg for the assistance of some Govern 
ment troop* to help to coerce the village the idea being that the very 
name of the Government troops accompanying the force would be 
sufficient to bring them to reason I told him the matter should be taken 
Into consideratlotu Addozye is so far in a rebellious state that its neigh- 
bourhood 18 not safe for our r^ots. 

28iJi Dictmber — Accompanied Lieutenant Bowie m the mom 
log to inspect Tarah Singh s and Fulteh Khan's troops of Horse Artillery , 
the horses are for the most part In good condition but the bullocks are 
miserably thin and some so small and decrepit aa to be utterly useless 
There are also one or two horses in each troop totally unfit for further 
service I have requested Lieutenant Bowie to pick out those horses and 
bullocks which he deems useless when I will inspect and report upon them 
with a view to their immediate sale the loss to Government by the amount 
of useless cattle at present feeding at its eapense must be very great 

Sirdars Golab Singh, Saltan Mahomed Kban and Peer Mahomed 
Khan came in the evening Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan s visit referred 
chiefly to his debt of 6,000 rupees to Government, which in consider- 
ation of the expenses he had been put to, be hoped he might be 
allowed to pay on the collection of the Rubbee crop 1 told him that I 
would write to you on the subject 

1 am cnquinng into the rights of the case with regard to the 
division of tag,ecr and »ervicc between tbe three brothers and will 
report the result 

Diceinbtr — Mlrza Muxhur Alice look his leave I gave turn a 
note to Major Lawrence- 

1 heard the case of the KUIadar of Jumrood JowaJUh Sahaie and 
confirmed the Sirdar’s previous decision, he having fined the KJUadar 
120 rupees for the general reghgcncc of his gamson on the occasion 
of Lieutenant Bowie s visiting the Fort a short time ago 

1 wrote to Major Lawrcuce on the subject of the village 6f Addozye 
before mentioned 

jOth Received a lettei from Major G Lawrence on th*i 

subject of reinforcing the Jumrood Fort and other matter* 
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Shahzada Alice Ahmed, son of Shah Kamran of Herat, who has 
been for some time staying with Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan, is about 
to proceed to Kandahar vid Shikarpore I gave him a rahdarec and a 
letter to Lieutenant Edwaides. 

^isi Deccmbti — The Sirdar came m the morning I told him 
to send a company of Regulars to Jumrood, which has since been done. 

Muza Muzhur Alice left foi Lahore 

The Siidar came bringing a number of Government purwannahs 

The Sirdar proposed sending two Zumboors to each of the forts 
instead of putting the whole ig into the fort here I approved. 

Sirdar Syud Mahomed Khan came by appointment to consult 
about the payment of his debts to Government and the real extent of 
his liabilities for service Out of the 14,000 rupees claimed he solemnly 
denies the validity of the demand for half the amount, while of the other 
7,000 rupees he states he has paid 5,330, and therefore that he has 
only 1,670 rupees to make good I have called for his receipt for the 

V 

above sums, which he professes to have in his possession. 

isf January 184.8 — Received a letter from Lieutenant Lurasden to 
the effect that he intended sending me m some intelligent Guides. 

The Sirdar went out to Hushtnuggur to inspect the Fort 
■£» 

REYNELL G. TAYLOR, Lieut., 
Assistafii to Restdeiif, 
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A'o/u —Major George St P Lawrence, Principal Assistant to the Agent, Governor- 
Gencnl, North-West Frontier at Peshawar, returned from Lahore on the 19th of January 
1S4S, relieving Lieutenant R G Taylor, who was in charge at Peshauur during Major 
Law fence’s absence 
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1 
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To 

i 

I 

2nd Januaiy 184S . 

8th Januaiy 1848 . 

431 


2 

gill fanuaiy 1848 

I 5th Januaiy 1848 

433 


3 

1 16th Januaiy 1848 .. 

22nd January 1848 . 

437 


4 

1 

2316 January 1848 . 

29th January 1848 . 

439 


5 

1 

1 30th January 1848 . 

5th Februaiy 1848 

442 


6 

6th Febiuar3' 1848 , 

1 2th Febiuaiy 1848 

444 


7 

13th Februaiy 1848 

19th February 1S4S 

446 


8 

20th February 1848 

26th Febiuary 1848 

449 


9 

27lh February 1848 

4th March 1848 

452 

1 


10 

5th Match 1848 

nth March 1 848 

454 


II 

1 2th March 1848 

1 8th March 1848 

458 


12 

19th March 1848 

1 

25th March 1848 

460 


13 

26th March 1848 

istApiil 1848 

463 


14 

2nd April 1848 

8th April 1848 

46s 


15 

9th Apnri848 

15th April 1848 

469 


16 

i 

1 6th April 1848 . . 

22nd April 1848 

1 

471 


17 

23rd April 1848 

1 

29th April 1848 

474 


18 

30th April 1848 

6th May 1848 

477 


19 

7th May 1 848 

13th May 1848 

481 
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No 
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To 
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20 

1 14th May 1 848 

20th May 1848 

486 


21 

2i8t May 1848 

27th May 1848 

490 


22 

28th May 1848 

3rd June 1848 

493 


23 

4th June 1848 

lOth June 1848 

497 


24 

I rth June 1848 

17th June 1848 

501 


25 

i8th June 1848 

24th June 1848 

504 


26 

35tii June 1848 1 

Iflt July 1848 

507 


2; 

2nd July 1848 1 

8th July 1848 

5 ” 


2g 

9th July 1848 

1 5th July 1848 

5>4 


29 

i6th July 1848 

22nd July 1848 

518 


30 

23rd July 1848 

29ih July 1848 

i 

521 


31 

30th July 1848 

5tb August 1848 

525 


33 

6th August 1848 

f2th August 184B 

528 


33 j 

13th August 1848 

19th August 1848 

534 


34 

20th August 184S 

26th August 1848 

541 

Tbe DUrm 

35 

3rd September 1848 

9tb September 1848 

346 

tortb* » 7 th 
Accost to 

tb« a a d 

36 

loth September 1848 

1 6th September 1B4H 

551 

Septembe r 
ud the lat 

37 

17th September 1848 

23rd September 1848 

555 

to the 7th 
Oct 0 b • r 





>848 are 

38 

24th September 1848 

30th September 1848 

558 

nlulof 

39 

8th October 1848 

14th October 1848 

562 


40 

15 th October 1848 

2l8t October 1848 

S66 





No. 1. —Political Diary of Lieutenant R Gt. Taylor, Assist- 
ant to the Resident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 2nd, to Saturday, the Sth January 1848. 


2 }id Januaty — Nothing of importance occurred 

d Januaty — The Sirdar came in the morning He reported 
the Doabah Fort, which he had been to visit the day before, to be in good 
order, and also said that there had spiung up quite a town aiound and 
under it, neaily 200 houses Kbutuees having already domesticated 
themselves there These new settlers had besought him to give them a 
town wall to protect them against thieves, who appear to abound in 
those paits In case of the settlement being protected by a wall they 
weie of opinion that numbers more of the Hindus of the neighbour- 
ing hills would come and settle in the place The estimated expense 
of the wall is about i,ioo rupees, and the Sirdar proposed allowing 
them 500 from Government and letting them make up the rest 
themselves, to which I agreed, the establishment of such a colony 
being likely to prove beneficial to the country in every way 


Theie have been several cases of men being found selling beef 
lately, and in one a quantity of that treasonable article was found m 
a butcher’s shop in the city. I mean to sanction severe punishment 
in this case and have not much pity for the parties 1 hey have had full 
warning; they have been allowed to call their and mutton is at 

SIX pice the seer, and yet from mere vice they must go and traffic in 
the forbidden food and endanger the piesent univeisal harmony for no 
possible advantage to themselves 

January — Sirdar ^Syud Mahomed Khan, Barukzye, came to 
discuss his debts and his quaiiel with his brother 


ylh Januaiy — The pay of the Ghorechurras lately received from 
Lahore is being disbursed These men do not leceive extra batta for 
being west of the Indus, as the othei troops do 

6 th January — Received a complaint from the Adjutant sent to 
establish the ferries on the Indus, to the effect that the inhabitants of 
the village of Jhund, near the Khooshalgurh feiTy, declined receiving 
the Government toll-takers or paying the fares 
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Qaazee Gholam Kader and a son of Sultan Mohamed Khan came to 
discuss the pKDint at Issue between hia father and Syud Mahomed Khan I 
shall say nothing about this case at present as I ha\e not yet thoroughly 
underatood it myself I heard from them that Sirdar Sultan Mahom 
cds son Ibrahim Khan, who had been detained at Lahore, had now 
been allowed to join hia father who they said, was greatly debghtcd at 
the Intelligence 

//A January 18^8 ~ Rode to the city m the morning to sec and settle 
a quarrel about a dram between two householders It is really quite 
extraordinary how every little thing is now referred to the European 
officer, and no man is pleased unless his case is decided by him while 
hi3 lightest word is aa absolute law as ever was Avitabiles during his 
rcigu of terror 

jaffer Khan of Khuttuck came to pay his respects, having been 
summoned by the Sirdar on accoont of the recusancy of the dwellers 
near the Khooahalgurh ferry on his side of the river He said that the 
man chiefly m fault was a Mullick of Pindee Ghebee, named Allyar 
Khan to whom I accordingly addressed a purwannab on the subject 
1 also wrote to Lieutenant Nicholson begging hum to lend any assistance 
m his power to enforce the Government arrangement 

Heard from Lieutenant Lumsden from Moghul Khel who stated 
that murders were taking place daily among the Eusufz^es. 

The Governor came in the evening 

liaYiomed Ameer Khan Urbob of Xbe KhuUeel Tuppab came to 
report that the tanks in the Fort of Jurarood had been filled These tanks 
are supplied by water from the Khyber and the Khyberrlcs occasion 
ally cut it off tliough they receive a handsome allowance yearly for the 
accommodation they stopped the water some ddys ago, and I was obliged 
to send the Urbob to have it turned on 

8th January — Coloucl Alla Singh commanding a troop of Horse 
Artillery son of the Governor, has In the course of three months saved the 
Government the extraordinary amount of lao Annals of Joar and Mukkee 
fodder amounting to about 300 rupees, merely by keeping a strict 
account of the fodder not required for sick and absent horses Each 
troop receives a Utnkhwah on the Kardar every 15 days for the full 
number of horses By careless troop officers the whole is called In 
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and the excess caused by sick or absent horses is either wasted or improp- 
erly made use of foi piivate purposes Alla Singh has shown how 
gieally the Goveinment must suffei in the course of the year by this 
slovenly arrangement I now propose establishing a general godown 
for the whole 1 5 days’ supply of the six troops, the commanders of 
troops to indent on it for their daily supply foi the exact number 
of hoises on feed and whatever may be left to be carried to the 
next foi tnight’s account, the supply to be bi ought in by the hackeries 
of each tioop successively instead of each tioop bringing m its own, 
which causes much wear and tear to the carts and bullocks This plan 
was suggested by Lieutenant Bowie I have given Colonel Alla Singh 
great credit for his zeal and care in proving how much may be saved by 
a better arrangement. 

The arrangements for the transmission of sepoys’ family remittances 
by oiders on theOoveinment liave given much satisfaction Could 
the accommodation be extended to the transmission of the savings of the 
Poorbeahs and Hindustanis to their families in our Provinces, it would be 
considered a great boon by them and lay them under obligation to our 
Government A Colonel of a regiment at this station has positively no safe 
means of sending money to his family. On his expressing a hope that 
eventually we should extend our good offices to the establishment of some 
system with the above object, I said that I feared it would be difficult as 
I knew that it was a hard matter to manage for our own army. His 
reply was ''This army and your own are all one now,” an unimportant 
remark, but I think anything that tends quietly to such an amalgama- 
tion and the encouragement of a friendly feeling towards us among so 
large a portion of the members of the army is worthy of adoption, 
if feasible. 

REYNELL G TAYLOR, Lieut, 
Asbistant to Resident. 


No 2 —Political Diary of Lieutenant R G- Taylor, Assist- 
ant to the Resident, Lahore, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 9th, to Saturday, the 15th of January 
1848 

^th January j8^8 . — Heaid from Major G Lawrence from Jelum 

55 
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loth January 1843 — Rode with Lieutenant Bopfic to the Fort to 
inspect the cells of the Ufe-pnaoncrfl and other things, found them 
tolerably clean, but very confined and ill ventilatecL 

We then inspected the Maganoe, and finding a considerable 
number of the ammunition boxes open and too full to be closed, while 
others were only half filled I directed a more equal distnbution of the 
stores and that the boxes should be closed from the outward air at any 
rate 

The Governor came bringing all the ofificers of tlie regiment 
to pay their respects I expressed to them my satisfaction with their 
conduct saying that when Major Lawrence left I thought it not impos- 
sible but that some diSkulty might occur, but that I was happy to say 
that through their good conduct and assistance everything had gone welL 
The Sirdar took the words out of my mouth and rendered them into 
familiar Goonnookhie and the Officers 10 reply were profuse m their 
protestations of being thoroughly coateoted and happy, which I believe 
to be true 

At the Sirdar a suggestion I issued a circular purwannah to 
the Urbobe of the Tuppahs, bidding them produce the Kardara receipts 
for all the revenue of their villages by the end of the month of Poh 

Lieutenant Edwordcs having written from Bimnoo for some houses 
of silk spinners I on this day summoned some of the men to see 
what they thought of the plan I thought they seemed inclined to go as 
on account of the scarcity of mulberry trees in these parts there is little 
chance of tbcir being able to revive the trade quickly here. The eggs 
of the moth arc very scarce at present and must be procured from the 
neighbourhood of the Sufald Koh, Cabul or Cashmere The parties 
stipulate for an advance to enable them to set themselves up properly at 
Bunnoo. 

ijth January — Quazee Gholam Kader brought Sirdar Sultan 
Mahomed Khan s answer to bis brother Syed Mahomed Khan s 
statements 

j2th January —The new Paymaster, Dewan Luchmun Pershat 
Is entering on his duUes having taken accounts from Mul Chunc 
Bukshce Hhuggut Rains brother who has hitherto paid the Peshawu 
Treops The result was as follows — llie whole balance unaccountp 
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for appears to be Rs 37,091-4-oup to the ist of Magh, the present 
month. Of this Mul Chund says that Rs 28,265-13-0 have been account- 
ed for in Bukshee Bhuggut Ram’s accounts up to the end of the month of 
Sawun Rupees 6,222-14-0 he has still by him, being the balance of un- 
claimed pay foi the months of Bysakk and Jeit, also Rs. 1,324-1 2-0 on the 
same account for the months of Hat a.n& Sawun, also, Rs 914-5-0 surplus 
balance of the amount allowed by Government for the months of Bhadoon 
and Asoo, also Kuset at of money paid for those months, Rs 363-S-o 
Thus Mul Chund holds Rs 8,825-7-0 to be made over to Luchmun 
Pershad on receiving instructions from his brother, while the remaining 
Rs 28,265-1 3-0 he declares has already been accounted foi in his brother's 
accounts. This matter will be easily settled by a reference to Lahore 

1 inspected 16 Artillery horses and 7 Yaboos and 2 bullocks select- 
ed by Lieutenant Bowie from four of the Artillery troops as totally 
unfit for set vice, as they certainly were , some were so bad that 
it was only the knowledge that such a proceeding would be distasteful to 
the Hindus which pi evented me from ordering them to be shot on the 
spot These animals were supposed to be receiving 5 seers of gram a 
day, together with bhoosah, servants, and other expenses, and many cf 
them could not have done their pait in dragging a gun ten yaids I 
condemned the whole lot, ordering six of the least bad hoises to be 
used as grass-tattoos and the rest to be sold by auction, which has 
since been done 

13th Janiiat V 18^8 — The Governor came with some Government 
purwannahs one to tlie effect that the wives and families of fugitive 
offenders were not to be molested 

Lieutenant Bowie proved four of the newly-cast guns with two 
rounds of 4 lbs of powder each , they stood the test well. 

i/fLh Januaty — Rode with Lieutenant Bowie to Sirdar Kahn 
Singh's lines to see the site of a robbery^ , thence to the Fort to inspect 
the Magazine, where we found everything nicely arranged — a great 
improvement since our last visit 

The last do ah of the Gborechurrahs paid to-day. 

Sirdar Syed Mahomed Khan has paid me 1,640 rupees, to be 
forwarded to Bunnoo for his horsemen, at present on duty' with 
Lieutenant Edwardes Muidcrs and robberies are \ery frequent in this 
Sirdai’s jageer 1 ha\e several times spoken to him about it 
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Inspected some bullocks of Muzhur Alice's troop and condemned 
five of them, 

i£th January 184.8 — I sent mj tents out to Lundee, the chief 
village of the Momund Tuppah I have for some time received directions 
from Major Lawrence to commence enquiries into the revenue arrange 
ments of this district, but have been ao thoroughly employed here that I 
have been able to do very little m the matter, and my chief object in 
moving out Is to be ready to commence when Major Lawrence takes up 
the duties here, I rode out to my tents after breakfast and inspected the 
ground disputed between Mullick Mecroo and Shaikh Izxut, a case that 
has cost some trouble and is not settled yet I spoke to Mahomed Khan, 
Urbob on the subject of the murders that arc so frequently occurring, 
generally caused by the previous mtngues of the victims, but very often 
on mere ausplcion of their existence and while It was certainly necessary 
that Government should punish the oflenders to protect the lives of 
others still as long as every mao considered hunself bound to avenge 
his own injury by the Instant and condign punishment of his enemy, 
there was httle hope of Improvement or a stop being put to outrage. I 
therefore proposed that a jirga of all the Influential men of the distncts 
subject to Peshawur should be summoned and that they should fix upon 
some severe punishment, to be awarded by Government for both parties 
detected in an intrigue q punishment severe enough to alarm and deter 
others and satisfy the injured party, or 1 said let every case of the kind 
be referred to a jirga in the Tuppah let them fix their own punishment 
and refer it to Government for confirmation, and let every man under 
stand that the injury inflicted on him would be duly punished, but that 
any one taking the law into his own hands would be summanly 
dealt with, Mahomed Khan, who Is a sensible man seemed to think the 
thing feasible and certainly much required Were this accomplished, 
similar jirgas might be assembled to settle old blood feuds by fines or 
othenvisc and enable society to start afresh on a new footing which 
they are not disiadlncd to do 


REYNELL G TAYLOR, Lnnrr , 

Assistant to Rtsident 


P S — I understand that the Sirdars and officers, who are partial to 
wine are much Incouvenienced by the present contract system, whlcli 
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makes it unlawful for them to have the spirit they require for home 
consumption made in their own houses and under their own superintend- 
ence as was formerly their custom they are now quite in the power of 
the distillers, who make the spirit very strong and adulterate it with 
intoxicating drugs It would be considered a boon could an arrangement 
be made by which an officer or respectable man might be enabled to 
distill a certain quantity of liquor m his own house I should think it 
might be managed by allowing the contracter to sell licenses for the 
private preparation of certain quantities, a man of his own attending the 
operation. 

R G T. 

Camp Lundce 
January lyth, 18^8 


No 3 —Political Diary of Lieutenant R G- Taylor, Assistant 
Resident and Major George St P Lawrence, Principal 
Assistant to the Agent to the Governor-General, North- 
West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sunday, the 16th, 

' to Saturday, the 22nd January 1848 

i6th January i8^8 — Rode into the station to breakfast The 
Governor came and told me that he had received a letter from Major 
Lawrence directing him not to release Nujjuf Khan, Khuttuck, as 
besides his liabilities to Government on account of revenue he was 
under suspicion of being concerned in a murder case 

Siidar Syed Mahomed Khan has made over to me the sum of 
Rs 1,639-5-0 to be forwarded to his son, Mahomed Ahm Khan, 
m Bunnoo for his horsemen, at present on duty m that country, and I on 
this day gave him an order on Lieutenant Edwardes for the amount, 
to be sent by the hand of his own cossid 

jylh January — Camp Lundee Employed all day in hearing cases 
and making enquiries into the revenue airangements of this Tuppah 

j8th January. — Camp Lundee. Heard in the evening from Major 
Lawience to the effect that he intended reaching Peshawur next day; 
gave orders for his reception accordingly. 

REYNELL G. TAYLOR, Lieut, 

Asststani Resident 

ipth January — Marched yesterday from Nowshera into Peshawur 
being met at the village of Chumkunnee by Messrs Taylor and Bowie, 
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the Governor, Sirdar Golab bmgh, Povmdeah, Sirdars Kahn Smgh and 
Soorat SiDgh of the Ghorechurras Sirdars Sultan Mahomed Khan and 
Syed Mahomed Khan Barukayes with all the Urboba and men of 
respectability 

We passed through the city and out by the Cabullec Gate , from 
this point to the cantonments of All Murdan Khan the troops Regular 
and irregular lined the road and saluted as we passed each regiment 

The crowd of spectators was great and I regret to say, in the 
pressure near the Lahore Gate my elephant trod on a poor man and 
scnously mjured him, I had him removed to our hospital, but I fear 
with little hopes of saving him 

I am happy to say that under Lieutenant Taylor a able arrange- 
ments all Is peace and content m the aty and neighbourhood 

20th January I S 4.8 — Held yesterday a grand Durbar of all the 
officers aviland military Nuxxurs were presented but I merely touched 
them saymg that I hoped soon to be able to tell them tliat the custom 
of nuzrur giving was abolished 

1 loot this opportunity to express my approbation at the appearance 
of the troops and of their conduct dunng my absence, aa reported to 
me by Lieutenant Taylor, more particularly noucing the soldier like 
bearing and spirit evinced by the force under Colonel John Holmes on 
tbeir march from this to Bunnoo 

3ist January —Drafts from the Troop drafts of the Horse Artillery 
recently broken up at Lahore arrived yesterday consisting of 43 men 
and 29 horses and 10 without horses On my amval at Toj>e 
Manakialla I found this Detachment making very slow progress, 22 days 
from the capital I gave them to undcrataod that if they did not mend 
their pace and reach Peshawur shortly after myself they would be 
punished their Commandant, FullchSing, has not amved, 

Issued four months pay to one of Ghorechurras In presence 

of Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeclca one tnissul remains unpaid and the 
whole are still 6^ months in arreara- 

The Regular and Ramgole Troops arc paid up to 15th October 
As yet I have not heard of any assets to meet their arreara having left 
Lahore this should be seen to. 
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A shock of eaithquake was felt at half-past 8 am which lasted 
some seconds a small portion of one of tlie city gates and the wall of 
the Fort of Shahmeer Ghur have been thi own down 

Last evening at a grand Durbar at the Governor’s 1 presented 
him and Sirdar Bahadooi Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, with their di esses of 
honoi, on their attaining the dignity ot Bahadoors 

Lieutenants Taylor and Bowie accompanied me and we made the 
ceremony very imposing I availed myself of the opportunity to 
point out to the ofhceis that good and faithful services such as 
Golab and Kahn Singh’s weie not overlooked, be the officers ever so 
distant fiom the capital A salute of ii guns announced to the 
city the completion of the ceremony, and, as the old Sirdar said, struck 
terror into the heaits of the evil-disposed 

22iid Jauumv 1848 — Engaged with the Governor in levenue and 
militaiy matters I 1 egret to say that nearly Rs r, 20, 000 of revenue 
IS still due by contractors to Government I have given them ten days 
to pay it up undei penalty of imprisonment 

In several recent purwannahs from the Durbar to Sirdar Golab 
Singh, I observe that his title of “ Bahadoor ” is omitted it would be 
well to enquire vvhethei intentionally so or not 

Had a long visit fiom the Sirdars Sultan Mahomed and Peer 
Mahomed Khan, complimentary and congratulatory on my return As 
usual, they were most ardent and eager in their professions of attach- 
ment and anxiety to render service to the British 

They mentioned that the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan had not 
left Cabul, but had sent his son Hyder Khan to Jellalabad 

Several Kafilas have recently arrived from Cabul hy the river route. 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G -G , N W F. 


No 4— Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to tLe Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 23rd, to Saturday, the 29th January 
1848 

24ih Januaiy 1848 — There being an annual fair held at Chum- 
kunnee this day, 1 excused the usual grand parade of the troops 
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Ordered a resallah and company of Regulars with half the Police 
force to attend the fair 

With Lieutenants Taylor and Bowie and General Elahee Bukth 
Colonel ADa bmgh and other officers visited the fair, at which were 
assembled at least from 15 to 20 000 people. Met the Governor and 
Banikzyc Sirdars there all went off quietly and well 

Lieutenant Bowie under Instructions allotted the Artillery drafts 
and Horses recently arrived, 

2^th January j8^8 — Transacted business with the Governor in 
revenue affairs 

Commenced taking the muster of the Ghorechurras with a view 
to pensioning and invahding unfits 

Lieutenant Taylor who came in from the Momund distnct to meet 
me returned to bis tents to prosecute the settlement of that quarter 

Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan claims a remission of nearly 5 ooo 
rupees revenue on account of loss said to have accrued from the 
abolition of customs I have directed the matter to be investigated 

36th January —With Lieutenant Bowie inspected 115 bullocks of 
the Artillery reported by him unfit for draught Of these 80 were 
received m November from the Kardar of Kutchie they arc totally unfit 
for the service and should be sold at the Kardar s loss the rest are 
old and worn-out I have ordered them to be sold by auction, 

I had to reprimand Colonel Jey Singh's Artillery for not attending 
the parade. 

Lieutenant Bowie reported a Golundaze of Commadant Futteh 
Khans Artillery as guilty of gross Insubordination towards his officer 
1 investigated the matter on the spot and sentenced the man to receive 
fifty lashes in front of the whole of the Artillery and then to be 
dismissed the service. 

At a visit Sirdar Syed Mahomed Barukzyc, paid me in reference to 
his contention with his brothers and his difficulties, he said he was 
quite willing to give up his jaghcer to meet his debts if I would out of 
it make him an allowance suffiment for his support. 
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jSfS , — I he Govcinoi was willi me foi some time on 
In', icuiin liom the puntshmcni paiade wiiicli, at Ins suggestion, I made 
a gcneinl imc 

Rccci\cd instructions fiom the Resident to depute Lieutenant 
r.i}!©! to join Lieutenant Ldwaidcs at J3unnoo, llieic to leinain foi the 
next month oi si\ weeks li.ivc accoidingly wnitten him to come m and 
pi occed w nil all convenient expedition His absence wall considerably 
letaid tlic contemplated summary’ settlement of the piovince. 

Lieutenant Lumsden WMites from the hill portion of the Khuttuck 
district that it is m a distuibcd state, the Afieedees plundering at 
pleasuic and the Ivhuttuckces being too w'eak to pi event them 

3Sf/! /(untoi w — The Govcrnoi was w'lth me for some time discuss- 
ing civil and military mattcis 

As it rained all day I postponed the muster of the Ghorechurras 
till Monday next 

With Lieutenant Bowmc I inspected the Magazine m the Fort of 
Shahmcci Gliui. Notwithstanding due intimation was given to the 
Storckccpci the previous evening of my intended visit, neither he nor his 
Moonshec wmic present. On enquiring I found that contrary to repeated 
ordcis the}' both reside in the city. I have consequently removed them 
from their situation and ordered them to Lahore The Storekeeper, by 
name Bhaie Hurdial, it seems was one of the door-keepers of the 
Mahaianec, sent to Peshawur on the reduction of the establishment 

Sirdar Peer Mohomed Khan paid me a visit to take leave on his 
return to Hushtnugger. 

I had a visit from Shere Alice Khan, Jewanshere, a Cabul refugee, 
who IS desirous of being pensioned for the services he says he rendered 
the late Shah Shoojah and the British I told him he might send m his 
case, but that I was quite sure lie had nothing to expect, inasmuch as, 
in oui houi of need, neither he nor any of his clan rendered any 
service. 

/ 

2 gth Jajtiiajy. —Colonel Ruttun Singh, Maun, attended with the 
reports of the Army, the Sirdar having caught cold from coming out 
yesterday. 

56 
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I 6nd that the Regular Troops effective present do not exceed 
4,300 men whereas the quota for Peshawur i» 10000 Exclusive of 
Ramgoles m the Forts, there arc about i,6oo present effective and 
850 Ghoreeburras I hope the tioop of Horse Artillery regiment of 
Cavalry and three of Infantry detached to Bunnoo will be returned ere 
long or amingeraenfs made for eupplying their place, as it is most 
desirable that I shoukl have at least 2 000 men available at all times to 
move at the shortest notice 

Intelligence from Cabal up to the aiat, but of no importance 
Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent G -G N W F 


No 5 . -PoUtdoal Diary of Major George St, P Lawrence, 
Principal Aeslstant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier at Peahawnr from 
Btmday the 80th January, to Saturday, the 5th Feb- 
ruary 1848 

goth Januay 184.8 - Heavy ram all yesterday and last night 
The Governor, I regret to say continues indisposed Mr Thomp- 
son visited bjtm 

I have excused the grand parade for to-morrow in consequence of 
the state of the ueather and ground- 

jj»/ January — Coionel Rutlun Siogfi attended with the reports of 
the force. 

I recommenced the mostcr of the Ghorcchurras the men do not 
seem to take kindly to the invaliding I fancy they fear there is little 
certainty in their being regularly paid I have told Sirdar Kahn Singh 
to disabuse their mmds of this impression 

The Governor paid mean evening visit and talked of applying In 
six weeks for leave to visit his home to marry bis son yonng Lena 
Singh I advised him todepnlc Colonel Alla Singh if it could be done 
by him he replied be would wnlc and enquire the old gentleman Is 
better, but looks ilL 

isi February — Transacted business with the Governor and mustered 
3 vnssuls of Ghorcchurras 
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Colonel Dhun Raj of Ramgoles, noted m my Diary of 9th August as 
having pioceeded on leave, afterwards much to my regret sent m his res* 
ignation, consequent on the reduction of his allowances having returned 
and expiessed his wish to resume his post, in consideration of his pievious 
good conduct and unblemished character, at a time when all around him 
weie moie or less tainted, 1 have lestored him to the command he held 
with so much credit to himself and satisfaction to those under him 

Lieutenant Taylor was to have started for Bunnoo to-day, but from 
a communication ot Sirdar Sultan Mahomed to the effect that the Kohat 
Pass was unsafe just now, his march is postponed for three days. 

By letter fiom Lieutenant Ed wardes we learn of an attempt on his 
life having ended in the death of the assassin 

Lieutenant Lumsden ariived from the Khuttuk hills and fully 
confirms, I legiet to say, his previous account of their disturbed state 
and of the geneial poveity of the country ; so great is it that supplies 
for 100 men in many parts weie not procurable and had to be brought 
down the Indus liom Attock, 

This being a Mahomedan festival there was no business trans- 
acted , all the people were out pleasuring 

jid Febniaty 18^8 — Held my weekly Durbar of the Urbobs and 
gentry of the city 

Mr Thompson, Officiating Apothecary, proceeds to-morrow towards 
Lahore and Agia in anticipation of the two months’ leave foi which he 
has applied 

An intercepted letter with the seal of Ameenoolah Khan, Chum- 
kunnee, to Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan, of a treasonable nature, has 

been bi ought to me it professes to give the feelings of the people of 

/ 

Peshawur and of the Sikh ti oops as being inimical to the British, and 
that an invasion would be attended with success Ameenoolah Khan is 
a nephew of Kumurooddeen Khan of Chumkuniiee, the ex-custodian of 
the Attock road, with whom he has long been at enmity, and it strikes 
me that the letter is a forgery to get the parties named in it into dis- 
giace I am quietly trying to ascertain the point 

The Governor paid me a visit and on my showing him the inter- 
cepted letter coincides with me in opinion. 

Durreah Khan of Adyzye, who escaped from Govindghur, accom- 
panies Lieutenant laylor to the limits of Kohat He says if we are 
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desirous of keeping the road to Bunnoo open it will be necessary to 
take the Afreedees of that quarter into pay 

Ftbruary 184.8 —Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the report 
of the army and the proceedings of a court martial assembled by orders 
of Sirdar Goolab Singh, to try a Havildar of the Infantry for being 
drunk on duty and loading his musket for the purpose of shooting a 
Jemadar 

The prisoner was found guilty sentenced to be dismissed the 
service, receiving 24 lashes on hJs back in front of the troops paraded 
for the purpose which sentence I have confirmed 

Lieutenant Taylor marched this evening towards Bunnoo Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed Khan with one of his sons accompanied him the 
Sirdar returns from Kohat, the aon proceeding 

yM February — A rumour is nfc through the city that Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan haa been assassinated by his nephew Shumshooddeen 
Khan I have no particulars. 

Lieutenant Edwardea writes me that he bears the Vuzeerees aided 
by a son of the Ameer of Cabool, meditate an inroad on Bunnoo and 
that Sirdar Sultan Mahomed s eon, In command of the Afghan con 
tlngent is in commuoicaiion with the enemy I replied that I believed 
the Afghans had too much to do at home to think of such an invasion, and 
that I was sure they were more m fear of us than we need be of them 
rhe troops are now in arrears four months and 1 have not heard of 
any assets having left Lahore for them 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Prtnapal Asst to the Agent, G G N IV F 
6th February — No confirmation of the reports of the Dosts 
assassination, so it may be coneidcrcd utterly false. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major 

No 0 — PoUtioal Diaxy of Major George St. P Lawrenoe, 
PrinoipaJ Assistaiit to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peehawur, from 
Sunday, the 0th, to Saturday the 12thPebruary 1848. 
6th February 1848 — Yesterday the ertreme penalty of the law was 
earned Into cfTect on Hadjce of the village of Peer Surbagh for the 
murder of 0 girl to whom he was betrothed 
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Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan returned from escorting Lieutenant 
Taylor to the Kohat Pass 

ph February 18^8 — Inspected the whole of the troops, Regular and 
Irreguldi earned into effect the sentence of the couri-maitial on the 
Havildar of Ruttun Singh’s Regiment I excused the corporal punish- 
ment on account of the geneial good conduct of the troops 

In the evening with Lieutenants Lumsden and Bowie paid Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed Khan a visit at the Wuzeeree Bagh. 

Ti ansacted business with the Governor, revenue and judicial 

Bill Feb} limy — By arrangements made last evening I started at 
gunfire for the Fort of Doaba, Lieutenant Lumsden for Jumrood 
and Lieutenant Bowie for Barrah I returned at 2 pm , being detained 
crossing the Cabul river I am happy to say we found all right, ex- 
cept at the Fort of Barrah, where the Killadar was found absent , said 
to be in Peshawur 

Under the Foit of Doaba a considerable village has grown up, 
the Hindoos of which petitioned to have a wall built to protect them 
from the inioads of the hill tribes in the neighbourhood I have con- 
sented to pay half the cost, they paying the other half 

Lieutenant Christopher of the Indian Navy has reported the arrival 
of the steamer Conqueror at Kalabagh on the 2nd instant and his 
intention to proceed as far as Attock, if possible 

phFehuary — This being the festival of Bussunt the Governor 
with all the officers, Military and Civil, waited on me and presented 
the usual Nuzzur, which I made over to the Government Treasury 

Amused the officers by showing them the effects of gun-cotton 
fired from a pistol 

The corpse of a man cut to pieces near Mashoo Guggar was 
brought m to-day, said to have been done by the Afreedees 

IheMullik of Mutta brought in a man for killing his wife by 
kicking her in the stomach 

loth Feb} ttaiy — I was unable from indisposition to hold my usual 
Durbar of Urbobs, but deputed Lieutenant Lumsden to see them 
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In the evening the Governor called and sat with me for some 
time, discussing various matters. He tells me that the army are well 
contented and most anxious to do everything to please us as for him 
self he is entirely bound to us. 

Intelligence from Jellalabad of a recent date is that Mahomed 
Shah Khan Ghilzie has defeated the troops of Sirdar Golam Hyder near 
Lughman killing ten or twelve and causing them to retire on Jellalabad 
ilth February j8tf.8 — Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the 
reports of the force- His regiment has applied to give a feast to some 
hundred pneata I told him that I did not approve of collecting so many 
but as a special case I would sanction iL 

Completed to-day the muster of the Ghorechurraa, and on Monday 
propose paying up the arrears of those to be pensioned and discharged, 
etc 

Lieutenant Lumsden with his Guides marched this morning to 
the village of Mutla to enquu-e Into the Revenue Settlement of Mo 
mund and the villages under the hills, which, though subject to Pesha 
wur, have hitherto paid no revenue, no Governor having had the 
power to enforce It, With him I sent the Urbobs of Momund and 
Kallah who are represented tome as having for many years by their 
reports deterred the Sikhs from yialting that quarter 

1 2 th February — I have ordered the sale this evening of the bullocks 
of the Artillery condemned by me as unfit for the service 

With the aid of three non-commlesloocd officers of the Guides for- 
merly m our Cavalry I have commenced instructmg the Khas Dragoons 
In the English system of equitation and drill 

SiiU no accounts of the despatch of pay for the troops 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Ma3or 
Principal Ai. t lo the Agent G G N (V F 

No 7 — Political IHary of Major George St. P Itawronoe, 
Principal Afialstant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier, at Peshawnr, from 
Sunday, the 13th, to Saturday, the 19th of February 
184a 

rjlh February i8^8 — I regret to say the Governor was taken 11' j 
night on his return from settling a dispute about water, the 
being 13 or 14 miles , he started early and was out all day 
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A icpoil aulvcd f\oni Colonel Bhaug Singh of his having ciossed 
the Allock with his icgimenl of Cavali}' 

j fth Fi'h) uai y 18 jS — Flic icgimcnls paiadcd on their own parades 
consequent on the indisposition of the Govcrnoi. 

Witli Licnlcnant Bowie I visited the Governor, and sat with him 
some lime , he seems moic alaimed than leall^ ill Mr Thompson’s 
absence I fancy lias its weight with him Ipuipose seeing him again 
this c\cning. 

A Ghoiechurra named Kuiium Singh piescntcd a petidon accusing 
Prom Singh, Ghoicchuiia, and olhcis with having made him diunk and 
committed an unnaiuial enme on liim. I diiected Siidai Kahn Singh 
to assemble fuc odiecis of his coips and investigate the complaint 

T^lli hchtuaty — I he Shore Regiment of Cavalry under Colonel 
Bhaug Singh armed this moining fiom Hussun Abdall consist- 
ing of all ranks of 279 sabics, 218 being absent on command, etc The 
hoiscsand men I immediately inspected, and consider both very inferior 
to the Khas and Aukal regiments 

I have told the Colonel that in a foitnight I will inspect the regi- 
ment again 

I visited the Goveinor, who is regularly laid up 

i6tJi Fchnajj'. —With Lieutenant Bowue visited the Governor, who 
is, I am happy to say, somewhat better 

We had heavy ram all yesterday The canal which runs through 
the city being choked up, I have ordered it to be cleaned out, widened, 
and deepened 

The Nujeeb Regiment of Ameei Khan I have ordered to occupy the 
cantonments vacated by Colonel Maun’s Singh Poorbea Regiment, and 
purpose levelling the old cantonment of Colonel Holmes, which is 
inegularly built on what was formerly the Artillery parade, so that it 
may revert to its legitimate use 

ijlh Febtuary — Lieutenant Lumsden having completed his inspec- 
tion of the villages under the Momund hills joined me this morning He 
reports that there is no doubt they should pay revenue to the amount 
of 10,000 or 12,000 rupees. 
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Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs, who are all most anxious to 
pay the steamer Conqutror a visit I have promised to take them 
with me if I fan get away on her reaching Attock 

Colonel Boodh Singh Maun, has reported his amval with his regi 
ment at Attock and his anxiety to come on to Peshawur I have written 
him to obey the Durbar a and Resident s orders to remain where he la , 
that should hia corps be required I will send for it 

i8lh February 184.8 — Lieutenants Lumsden and Bowie visited the 
Governor last evening and I this morning and I am happy to say the old 
gentleman is better, our attentions are highly gratifying to him 

I cannot get any one to take the farm of the tolls on the Attock , 
they are very unproductive though I have done my best by employing 
sepoys to Bupenntend the collections they are too distant for me to have 
efficient control over them I would suggest that a contractor be 
obtained at Lahore or that they be put under Lieutenant Nicholson the 
Supenntendent of Sind Sagur 

I completed to-day my second Inspection of the Gborechurras I saw 
each man on foot and have selected out of those receiving cash pay 
menta 88 for pensions and 11910 be discharged, total 207 

Received a complimentary letter from Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan 
asking me to restore the jagheer of one of hia followers Sirdar Mahomed 
HussunKhanj it was granted by the late Maharaja Shere Singh 
and confiscated last j ear by order of the Durbar I replied that 
I regretted financial pressure of the Sikh Govemment precluded 
my meeting his wishes 

I February — Talking to a Hindostanee sepoy late In the Sikh 
service, now In the Guide Corps I learnt that there is stfll some uncer 
tamty in the minds of the Khalea soldiery as to our intentions they 
appear to think that we intend to get nd of them by degrees 

In Durbar I mooted the subject The Governor Colonel Ruttun 
Singh, Ram Sahaic Singh and others declared that the Infantry were quite 
satisfied that it was not our intention to reduce their strength but they 
admitted that the Cavalry were not so certain that the Ghorechurra 
reduction now in course led them to fancy that their turn would 
come next I desired that they might be informed we had no such inten- 
tions. 
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A letter fiom Lieutenant Taylor leports his having joined Lieutenant 
Edwaides at Bunnoo on the iith instant, when he found all quiet He 
says "fioni the opinions of Afghan tin eats, which I have imbibed from 
you at Peshawur, I think the inioad talked of here a very improbable 
event, but there is as you say no saying ” 

The Governor continues to impiove in health, though he is too weak 
to leave his room 

Still no accounts of the pay having left Lahore. 

Geo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnnapal Asst, to the Agent, G -G , N -IV. F 


No. 8.— Political Diary of Major George St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 20th, to Saturday, the 26th February 
1848. 

Both Fcbniaiy j8^8 — With Lieutenant Lumsden I paid the Gov- 
ernor a visit and found him sitting up 

We also visited the lines of Maun Singh’s Poorbea Regiment in 
which I have now located Colonel Meer Khan’s Nujeeb Corps The 
lines are much out of repair, I have ordered them to be repaired at the 
cost of the State. 

2 ist February . — With Lieutenant Lumsden I visited the Governor. 

I inspected five horses of the Artillery reported by Lieutenant 
Bowie as unfit from disease and lameness , one, which appeared to be 
glandered, I ordered to be shot and the other four to be sold by auc- 
tion 

Lieutenant Bowie repiesents that many horses die and are lost 
to the seivice from the want of veterinary aid if a native farrier or 
two could be sent here from India, this evil would be remedied 

Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the reports of the army 

I am happy to hear from the Paymaster that pay for two months 
has been despatched from Lahore foi the ti oops; better it had been 
for four months. 


57 
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221x6. February 184.8 —At Lieutenant Bowie's request I Inspected 
General ElaheeBukshs troop of Horse Artillery, the General puts 
them through several manoeuvres in the English style very creditably 
This troop 18 quite as well horsed as any of ours. 

Transacted revenue affairs with Colonel Alla Singh whom 1 have 
requested to aid hla father the Governor 

I have been obliged to imprison 12 contractoTB defaulters to the 
amount of 16 000 rupees revenue 

Certain stores of wine ordered from Scinde by Colonel Lawrence, 
to be conveyed by the ateatncr to Attock, were landed at Kalabagh 
and from thence brought on camels by Kohaut , have reached me la good 
order My Chuppier Bashee, who was In charge, states that the Afree 
dees attempted to stop the camels at the Kohaut Pass, but did not 
succeed be being aided by a fncodly Syed with a doieo Jezailcbecs. 

Two pnsooerB seat by the Kardar of Rawui Pindee escaped on 
the road at the village of Pubbee ^ere discovered and brought m to me 
by two of the City Police. I gavc\iheni a present of four rupees for 
their ical and activity \ 

23rd Fcbntary — It rained hard alK night and all day, so that our 
nsual crowd of petulonen did not attefid. It is fine for the crops. 

Colonel RuUan Singh brought the reports the force Two 
Sowars of the Slicre Dragoons have returoed from general leave which 
they have overstayed two and a half months I have consequently 
directed them to be discharged as an example to others 

During Monday and Tuesday under the supanntcndence of Colonels 
Ruttun Singh and Ameer Khan I had fatigue parties of 200 men per 
regiment employed m pulling down the huts of Colonel Holmes 
Brigade which they have most effectually done, wfth great zeal and 
alacrity the officcra lending thdr elephants to aid in the work of 
destruction , the wood I have had collected for pubhc purposes 

24IJ1 February — Heavy ram all day and night , no Durbar in con- 
sequence and little business transacted, bejond the daily City Police 
cases. 
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Ihc whole face ol Ihc countiy is one sheet of water. I fear mucli 
damage to the houses m the city 

2^tii I clff iiai y iSj.S^ — Continued ram, night and day; several 
houses arc icpoilcd to have fallen and much of the city wall. 

A icpoil from the Soobadar on duty in the tort of Jehanghera says 
that hcanng cow-kiiling was going on in the town, he sent a party 
to watch and seize the pci pen aloi s , they came on a carcass, but only 
caught one man, whom the Soobadar confined. The following day the 
head of the town sent to tell him il the prisoner was not released 
they would take then own measuies to effect it, I have ordered these 
pugnacious gents to be sent m to Peshawur. 

261k Feb) Italy, — A fine sunny day The ram only ceased last nighU 
Some 30 houses came down, but no loss of life, 1 am happy to say 

I hear that the two months’ pay foi the troops has reached IChaira* 
bead on mules, so that I hope to disburse it m a few days , two months’ 
more should be despatched without delay, for now that we have accus- 
tomed the tioops to expect icgular issues, it will not do to disappoint 
them 

Intelligence from Cabul to the iSth instant mentions the illness 
of the Ameer and the continued rebellion of Mahomed Shah Khan, 
Ghilzie, but nothing of more importance 

Lieutenants Lumsden and Bowie paid a visit to the Sirdar last even- 
ing and found him, I am happy to say, quite recovered. 

Transacted business with Colonels Alla Singh and Ruttun Singh, 
revenue with the former and military with the latter 

The amount saved to the State by my recent pensioning and dis- 
charging of Ghorechurras amounts m the former to 82,306 rupees, and 
m the latter to 32,487 rupees, total about 1,14,793 rupees per annum. 


Geo St. P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Puncipal Asst, to the A^eni, G-G , N IV. F. 
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No 9 —Political IMary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier, at Pesliawur, from 
Sunday the 27th February, to* Saturday the 4th 
March 1848 

2^01 Ftbruary i8^8 — Ten mule loads of treasure arrived from 
Lahore m amount 8o ooo rupees an order also on this Treasury for 
6o 000 total 1,40 000 short by 6 000, of what the Paymaster estimated 
Seven pnsonera arrived from Sirdar Lall Singh sentenced to seven 
years imprisonment for cow killing 

28lh February — The Governor, with his son Colonel Alla Singh, 
and Ruttun Smgh attended and transacted business 

Commenced the issue of pay for the months of Kattck and 
^fagha corresponding witli 15th October to 15th December 

The new Paymaster appbed to me to know if the old deductions 
from the troops were to continue to be made I replied m the 
affirmative, till orders to the contrary were received from. Lahore 

1 was much amused thia morning A Khyber Miihik brought me 
a testimonial of good service from Captain H P Bum, and applied for 
servitc 1 told him I could only give him a sepoys berth m the Police 
this he declined, but cooly said, * I am going to Teera give me some 
money to take me there These gents seem to think they have nothing 
to do but to ask to receive cash 

2gth February — Completed issuing pay to the Khas Dragoons 
With Lieutenants Lumsden and Bowie rode to tlie Fort of Barrah 
Heanng that it had sustained considerable damage from the late heavy 
rain we inspected it thoroughly and found the report true have 
accordingly ordered it to be repaired. The storekeeper was absent in the 
city without leave this being his second offence of this nature I ha\e 
directed Ida discharge. 

We likewise inspected the Barrah nver at a point where It is pro- 
posed to form a bund to direct it Into its old channel, which, If we 
can succeed in doing great benefit will result to the lands on both 
banks 

We returned at about 1 1 A.11 , having ndden 20 miles. 
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In the evening had a visit from Sirdars Sultan Mahomed Khan 
and Peei Mahomed Khan 

Received a lettei fiom Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan in reply to 
mine of the 25 th Januaiy. lelative to permitting the family of Hussein 
Khan, Guidezye, oui pensionei, to join him; the Ameer says he never 
pi evented them leaving, and supposes they do not wish to move 
In reply I said that doubtless enemies of Hussein Khan’s were the cause 
of the delay in their coming I therefore hoped that the Ameer would 
himself send for them and pass them on to Peshawur 

The letter was bi ought by an old cos^tfi of the Cabul Mission, with 
whom I had a long talk. He repi esents affairs to be much in the 
state that I have from time to time reported them 

ist Match iS^S — Visited the Fort of Shahmeer Ghur which has 
suffered but little from the recent rams Also visited the jail in the city, 
which requiies enlarging and repairing 

Colonel Riutun Singh attended with civil and military papers, and 
the Governor called in the evening 

A man of the village of is reported to have killed his 

brother-in-law by striking him with a spade on tlie head the man 
fled, but his father and biothei have been brought in, a custom which 
prevails here and through which alone the authorities at times are 
enabled to seize culpiits 

Some Afreedees from the hills are said to have carried off a girl 
during the night close to cantonments ; this is the second time 
this girl has been carried off She was restored through another custom, 
which has long been in force here, but which I put a stop to , it is called 
“ Bota Baiampta, ” or taking the change out of the party offending, 
f e , this girl IS seized by men of a village ; the parents in return lay 
hold of any man or woman of that village and detain him or her till 
their own is restored a cow is stolen and traced to a certain tribe or 
village ; the party losing the animal may seize one or more animals of 
this tribe and keep them till he gets his own 

I have been several times urged by the Urbobs, as the only means 
of putting a stop to the depredations of the Afreedees, to allow the 
practice of “ Bota Barampta to be resumed, as there is no other way 
of getting at them, and I expect I shall have to comply 
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Avitablle commonly hung all Afrcedees caught stealing or plunder 
Ing generally without even the form of a tnal 

2nd March i 8 ^S — Held ray usual Durbar of Urbobs and gentry 
The Governor with Colonels Ruttun Singh and Alla Singh were 
with me for some hours transacting business 

Several men of the different regiments, old and worn out, having 
applied to be pensioned I have directed rolls to be prepared for trans 
mission to Lahore and after inspecting the men will send them to the 
capital for final orders 

jrd March — Lieutenant Lumsden marched this morning to 
Mulloiye to commence the settlement of the Tuppah of Dullozye 
Lieutenant Bowie and I accompanied him as far as the village of 
Palosee The whole face of the country Is one sheet of cultivation 

The Governor was with me for some time this evening and I drove 
him m my buggy through the oty to the Jail to inspect it and arrange 
for lu repair and enlargeraent. Since I have dlscoDtanued fimng for 
cnme the prisoners have greatly increased they now amount to 330 
I have classified them keeping defaulters and debtors m the city, 
burglars and thieves at work on the roads in the Agency compound, 
and convicts and felons In the ^ort of Shahmeer Ghur 

^th March — Rode through the city last evening to inspect the 
cleaning out of the canal and the barracks of the Police, which have 
suffered from the recent heavy nun 

Lieutenant Bowie inspected 250 bullocks of the Artillery, about to 
proceed to Kutchl to bnng from General Cortlandt 50 hackeries which 
he has made up under orders from the Durbar 

I have no recent intelligence from the west here all is quiet. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Piinctpal Asst io the Agent, G G , N -O' F 


No 10 — Polltloal Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier, at Peshawur rom Stm 
day, the 6th, to Saturday, the 11th March 1848 

£th March jS ^8 — Stindi^ 

6 lh March , — With Lieutenant Bovne inspected the whple-of 
the troops Regular and Irregular, drawn up in review order Sirdar 
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Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, commanding the Ghorechurras, was precluded 
by indisposition from attending 

Transacted business with Governor and his son, Colonel Alla Singh, 
who continues to assist his father 

I presented Colonel Ruttun Singh, Maun, with a double-barrelled 
gun, to mark my approval of his conduct and exertions the Governor 
employs him as a sort of Adjutant-General, or confidential Staff 

yth March 184.8 — Rode out to Dullozye to see Lieutenant Lumsden 
and to confer with him on settlement matters , he appears to be pro- 
gressing well Returned at 10 a m 

Wrote to Lieutenant Christopher to ascertain the progress of 
the Conqueror, but my letter was returned by the Killadar of Attock, 
who said that the steamer had been obliged to return 

Sirdar Mehtab Singh, Mujeetea, reports his arrival at Rawul Pindee 
with his ten guns for Peshawur and their despatch thence under charge 
of Colonel Mit Singh, his brother I suspect. 

8th March — Sent my tents out this morning to the village of 
Shaikh Cossum ahas Shaikhan, under the Afreedee hills, about 
a koss from the Fort of Barrah, at the head of the Momund Tuppah 
(district), and followed after transacting the business of the day. 

The Governor, Sirdar Goolab Singh, Pohvindiah, has sent in an 
application for 2i months’ leave to proceed to his home for the purpose 
of marrying his youngest son, Lena Singh he wishes to start on the 
25th instant 

The Adjutant of Colonel Uttur Singh’s Regiment arrived with a 
letter reporting the corps having crossed the Attock. I have directed 
on entering cantonments that they occupy the lines of the Khas Regi- 
ment on command at Bunnoo. 

Lieutenant Bowie and General Elahee Buksh of the Artillery rode 
out with me some miles 

On reaching camp a little before sunset I was met by the Mulliks 
of Shaikh Cossum and rode with them through the village, half of uhich 
IS in rums, said to have been so ever since it was attacked by Ameer 
Dost Mohomed Khan, the year Sirdar Hurree Singh was killed From 
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its proximity to the Khyber hills It suffers considertbly from the 
incursions of these marauders 

gih March 184.8 — Rode through the villages of Mooshterzye, 
Utmanzye, Koor* Khail and Mashoo Khail Ail are large, have much 
laud attached, with a plentiful supply of water, but from their 
interminable feuds much depopulated. 

Mashoo Khai! is the village Lieutenant Lumsden chafxnsed last 
year to apprehend Dawur Khao up to that period a noted freebooter 
He Is now in attendance on me. Fheac villagers are said to be able to 
turn out 4 000 raatchlockmen and more than once have beaten off the 
Sikh troops. 

On croaamg the Barrah nver last evening where materials arc 
being collected to make the bund^ and a canal being cut to change the 
course of the river I was much amused at a huge athletic Afghan 
calling out to me, ” I am from Mashoo Khali we are all at work ” 

This morning Urbob Fultch Kban told me with a gnn that 
Mashoo Khali which had hitherto never furnished a man on any pub- 
lic work on this occasion had been put down for 50 ploughs , these 
they not only sent but added 10 more 

Talking to Dawur Khau and other Mulhks of the folly of their 
continued feuds be said they arose chiefly from the weakness of the 
Sikh rulers, of which there can be little doubt. 

Last night at tliis village of Shaikh Cossum an unfortunate Hmdoo 
had one side of his face cut off aud several sabre wounds on his body 
1 took his deposition on oath, from which it appears that while sleeping 
he felt his racatt pulled at resisting which be was thus brutally cut. On 
bis naming the assassin I called to the head Mullik to send for him 
on which he stepped out from the crowd that bad collected near me 
The Hindoo immediately recognised him on which he said. How can 
you swear to me, what evidence have you ? I have impnsoned him 

lolh Maich — Rode through the villages of Bulloltye, Mashoo 
Guggar Sulcman Khail Shahab Khail Shaikh Mahomdec and Gurec 
Main Khail All but the first are lai^e with much land though several 
of them have been twice their present sixcj the numerous trees here show 
the awe In which these villages have been held by the Sikhs Mashoo 
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Guggar IS the one from which I last year received the civil message that 
they had never been in to Avitabile and why should they come to me, 
and for which I seized at once eleven Mulliks 

In passing the house of the nngleader I laughingly asked him if 
he was now “Yaghee” (rebellious) “Not I,” he replied, “ I got a 
lesson from you.” 

It IS quite terrible to see the ravages caused by the feuds among 
these people , they tell me that they have now ceased I trust it is so. 

In the evening I rode to the Barrah river to inspect the progress 
of the bund, and was much amused to see the zeal with which all the 
people worked I should think there were at least 1,000 men and boys 
with double that number of bullocks. 

iith March i 8 /f 8 — Marched to the village of Budwair, passing 
through those of Shahab Khail, Utmanzye, .Ullizye, Ahmud Khail and 
Bazid Khail, the last four were for many years the jageer of Sirdar 
Futteh Singh, Maun, and have consequently been much impovenshed from 
over-assessment I recently released the Mulliks from a long confinement 
on their giving security for arrears of revenue to be paid in two years. 

My tents being late in arriving, taking two sowars I rode into 
cantonments, only distant six miles. 

The Sirdar and Colonel Alla Singh called to report proceedings 
during my absence Colonel Uttur Singh, Maun’s, Regiment arnved 
this morning, as did the ten guns for the forts The bullocks which 
brought the guns I have directed to return. 

Intelligence from Jellalabad up to the 5th is that Sirdar Golam 
Hyder Khan had started with five horsemen to Cabul, in conse- 
quence of the serious illness of Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan. 

I am thankful to say that all is quiet in this Province , the people 
appear well content, and I nde with two or three horsemen, which no 
Governor was ever known to do 

Geo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Assl. to the Agent, G.-G., N.-tV P 
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No 11 — PoUtloal Diary of Major G«orgo St P Lawrenoe, 
Prlnoipal Aaslstant to the Agent to the (lovemor- 
General, North "West Frontier, at Peshawtir, from Sun 
day, the ISth, to Saturday, the 18th March 184a 

1 2th March 1848 I return to camp to-morrow I Inspected this 

evening Colonel Uttur Singh, Maun a, ReglmenU It la by no means so 
good looking a corps as either of the other two Sikh regiments with 
me Its strength firelocVa 

I also Inspected the guns, but wiH not allot them to forts till 1 
return 

The Governor with all the officcra waited on me , those of Uttur 
Siogh'a Regiment presented nurxurt Aa the Hoke commences to- 
morrow, at the Governor a suggestion, to mark my appreciation of the 
conduct of the troops dunng the last twelve montha 1 sanctioned the sum 
of I 500 rupees being distributed out of the nuzzurs presented to me on 
my late visit to Lahore among the two regiments of Cavalry, six troops 
of Artillery, aix Regiments of Regular Infantry and two of Ramgoles, 
to assist them in keeping the HoUe festival 

l^th March —I rejoined my camp at Budwair, visiting the village of 
Deh Bahadoor tn rouU 

Have been engaged all day iu the su mm ary settlement, which 
progresses very slowly, the zemindars declaring they are too poor to 
tindertake lU 

The village is a very large one but hke the others half in rums, 
It has been several times burnt by the Sith troops I have just walked 
all round It, attended by a couple of chuprasseea 

J4lh March, — Rode out this morning to settle a dispute of long 
standing between the MulUka of Budwair and those of Sorozyc as to 
their right to a water mill These disputes about water arc never end 
ing and used to lead to much bloodshed 

Though absent from the city, the Governor sends me-alLthp^pohce 
and judicial reports. 

The payment of the troops Regular and Ramgole, up to the Sth 
December has been completed, but I have not heard of any arrange" 
menl being made to pay the Ghorechurras 



PESn-A in/Ji POLITICAL DIARIES, i 8 ^. 459 

75/// JSImdi iS^S . — It commenced raining last evening and poured 
torrents till 7 am, by which time my camp being neaily afloat and 
there being no prospect o.f my being able to move it, I left it standing 
with a small guard and lode into cantonments. 

Crossing iherivei Barrah, which on Monday morning was hardly 
ankle deep, I found it beyond the saddle giiths, and running like 
a sluice and the w hole country flooded 

Towards noon the sky cleared, and the Governor paid me a visit 
in the evening. 

i 6 lh Match , — It lamed again all last night and part of to-day , no 
Duibar in consequence 

The eldest son of Siidar Peer Mahomed Khan is said to have 
quarrelled with his father and gone off to his uncle, Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan. Siidar Sultan Mahomed Khan sent his son Noor 
Mahomed Klian to bring him back, but he would not come 

Intelligence from Cabul up to the 7th instant confirms the report 
of the Ameer's illness and of the lecall of his son, Golam Hyder Khan, 
from Jellalabad 

77//1 Match — Transacted business with the Governor and his son, 
Colonel Alla Singh 

Received a petition in the name of all the Ghorechurras under 
Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, complaining of their being in arrears ten 
months and not receiving Baita. I replied that they should make their 
complaint through then Commandant It would be desirable to call the 
attention of the Duibai to the necessity of paying their arrears, for 
they naturally expect to be paid as regulaily as the other troops The 
subject of Balia would likewise seem to requae consideration 

i 8 ih Match — With Lieutenant Bowie rode through the city and 
round the fort to inspect the damage done by the rain and the progress 
made m clearing out the canal 

I am happy to say that my bund of the river Barrah has suffered 
little, which gives me hopes that when completed it will stand any rise 
of the river 

The Governor gave a nauich to all ihe officers m celebration of 
Hoke, at which Lieutenant Bowie attended, making an excuse for me. ’ 
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No 11 —Political Diary of Major Gleorge St. P Iiawrenoe, 
Prlnolpal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier, at Peshawnr, from Sun 
day, the 12 th, to Saturday, the 18 th March 184a 

1 2th March 1848 — As I return to camp to-raorrow I inspected this 
evening Colonel Uttur Singh, Maun a, Regiment, It ia by no means so 
good looking ft corps as either of the other two Sikh regiments with 
me ita strength firelocks 

I also inspected the guns, but will not allot them to forts till 1 
return 

The Governor with all the officers waited on me those of Uttur 
Singh’s Regiment presented nuznirs As the HoUt commences to- 
morrow, at the Governor a suggestion, to mark my appreciation of the 
conduct of the troops during the last twelve months I sanctioned the sum 
of 1 500 rupwies being distributed out of the nuzzurs presented to me on 
my late visit to Lahore among the two regiments of Cavalry, six troops 
of Artillery, six Regiments of Regular Infantry and two of Ramgoles, 
to assist them In keeping the HoUe festival 

/yM March — I rejoined my camp at Bud wair, visiting the village of 
Deh Bahadoor en rouU 

Have been engaged all day in the summary settlement, which 
progresaes very slowly, the zemindars declaring they arc too poor to 
undertake lU 

The village Is a very large one but, like the others half in ruins , 
it has been several times burnt by the Sikh troops I have just walked 
all round it attended by a couple of chuprassees, 

1401 March . — Rode out this morning to settle a dispute of long 
standing between the Mulliks of Budwair and those of Soroiyc as to 
their right to a water mill These disputes about water are never end 
log and used to lead to much bloodshed 

Though absent from the city, the Governor sends me all the police 
and judicial reporta. 

The paymeat of the troops Regular and Ramgole, up to the 5th 
December has heen completed, but I have not heard of any arrangc- 
menl being made to pay the Ghorechurraa. 
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75//; Jllatch iS^S. — It commenced raining last evening and poured 
torrents till 7 am, b}' which time my camp being nearly afloat and 
there being no prospect 0/ my being .iblc to move it, I left it standing 
with a small guard and lode into cantonments. 

Crossing the n\ Cl IBarrah, which on Monda3Mnorning was haidly 
ankle deep, I found it beyond the saddle giiths, and running like 
a sluice and the wliole counir}’ flooded 

Tow'ards noon the sky cleat ed, and the Governor paid me a visit 
in the evening 

j6th iMatch, — It lained again all last night and part of to-day, no 
Duibar in consequence 

The eldest son of Sirdai Peer Mahomed Khan is said to have 
quanelled with liis falhei and gone off to his uncle, Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan sent his son Noor 
Mahomed Khan to bring him back, but he w'ould not come 

Intelligence from Cabul up to the 7th instant confirms the report 
of the Ameer’s illness and of the lecali of his son, Golam Hyder Khan, 
from Jellalabad 

77//1 jUa)cJj — ^Transacted business with the Governor and his son, 
Colonel Alla Singh 

Received a petition in the name of all the Ghorechurras under 
Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujectea, complaining of their being in arrears ten 
months and not receiving Ba((a I replied that they should make their 
complaint through their Commandant It would be desirable to call the 
attention of the Duibai to the necessity of paying their arrears, for 
they naturally expect to be paid as legulaily as the other troops. The 
subject of Baila would likewise seem to requiie consideration 

iSlh Match — With Lieutenant Bowie rode through the city and 
round the fort to inspect the damage done by the rain and the progress 
made in clearing out the canal. 

I am happy to say that my bund of the river Barrah has suffered 
little, which gives me hopes that when completed it will stand any rise 
of the river. 

The Governor gave a iiautch to all the officers in celebration of 
Hoke, at which Lieutenant Bowie attended, making an excuse for me. 
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Lleutexumt Lumaden came in from his camp at DuUozyc 

I received a letter from the King of Kholcand of four months date 
brought by a Cabul merchant named AUadad Khan, who was also the 
bearer of one to Major MacGregor, C B It is complimentary on 
bearing of our victories on the Sutledge and occupation of Cashmeer 
and the Punjab and professes great devotion to British interests 
it mentions the arrest at Sultan Huzrut of a European, calling himself 
an Englishman, named Wyburd, and wishes to Inow If be is really our 
countryman, etc. 

The Governor has not received the Lahore Athbar for five days 
Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Principal Assi to tlie Agent, G G W F 


No 12— Polltioal Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Aesifftant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North Weat frontier, at Peehawiir, from Sxm 
day, the l&th, to Saturday the 25th Martsh 1848. 

igih March 184.8 — This the last day of the HoIh went off well 
CO disturbance of any kind , m previous years this festival rarely ended 
without an affray between the Sikh soldiers and the townspeople 

I have excused the General Parade to-morrow consequent on the 
Holtt ending to-day it will take place on Tuesday Instead 

30 ih March — The Governor brought all the officers to wait on me 
on the conclusion of the HoU* they expressed on behalf of their men 
their sense oF ray kindness to them, saying that they had not had such 
a festival since the time of Maharaja Sber Singh 

In the evening General Elahee Baksb with the Governor came and 
took Lieutenants Lumsden and Bowie to a nautch at the house of the 
fonner at which were present all the officers 

I have directed furlough rolls of officers and men to be prepared 
and authorised the Paymaster to disburse two months' pay to such as 
arc entitled to the indulgence so that they may start as soon as the 
Resident’s sanction Is obtained 

To-morrow being the Mahornedan festival of Aotprosc, I have 
sanctioned my office establishment and that of the Governor getting a 
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holiday The whole of Peshawur tuin out into the neighbouring gardens 
for the day; they considei that if this day is passed happily, the rest of 
the year will be so too 

2 1 St Maich The troops paraded for exercise this moimng 

on their private pai ades 

I transacted business with the Governor and his son, Colonel Alla 
Singh 

A petition has been piesented by certain Ghilzie camel sowars 
setting forth that 350 camels, while they were pasturing near Kohat, as 
IS their wont at this season, had been driven off by the Sepah tribe of 
Orakzyes I have written Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan to endeavour 
to have them restoied 

I said to the Ghilzies, being thieves yourselves, how can you ex- 
pect to recover your pioperty ? “ Though we be thieves,” they replied, 

" we expect to obtain justice at your Durbar ” 

I inspected about 30 men of the different corps reported incapable 
of performing active duty and have ordered their pension rolls to be 
prepared The amount of pension must be left to be filled up at Lahore 
as 1 have not yet received the rules fixing the different rates 

The Governor and Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, waited on me with 
a Robakaree in reply to the Resident’s m the matter of Kurrum Singh 
and Pran Singh, Ghorechurras, as they are of opinion that to transfer 
these men to another station would be to brand them for ever I have 
acquiesced m their remaining here this I have done the more readily m 
consideration of the general good conduct of the Ghorechurras. 

22nd March .— Barukzye Sirdars were with me for some time, 
they complain bitterly of the Durbar taking up old claims against 
them Sultan Mahomed says, why were they not made ere he left 
Lahore, when he could have answered them on the spot ? I have told 
them to produce any papers they may have on the subject to enable me 
to submit It to the Resident The Durbar have more than once directed 
the Goveinor to confiscate their jageers unless the amount is paid, but 
this extreme measure I would fain avoid for many reasons. 

ilfarcA.— With Lieutenants Lumsden and Bowie rode to the 
Barrah river to inspect the bund, which is nearly finished ; returned 
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by the vfllages of Surbund, Pushti Kh&ra and Nowdcb, the Kardars 
of all these arc in confinement for arrears of revenue. The change in 
the river’s course will benefit these villages greatly 

Held my usual weekly Durbar of Urboba and gentry , talked to 
Mahomed Zuman Khan son of Allum Khan, Orakzye, about the 
seinire of the 350 camels of the Ghllzles He says that the Sepahs are 
independent of all control, and that they cannot be coerced from the 
Inacceasibihty of their fastnesses 

A report has been received from Eusufrye that the inhabitants of 
Naranji on the border attacked a Bandah or suburb of the village of 
Shlwah in Eusufrye and burnt and deatroyed it Ameer Khan of 
Shiwah collected the Ooloos of his district and made a foray against 
Naranji, bringing back with him 400 head of cattle, together with 
the head Mulhk and some of his followers these I have ordered to be 
sent in for examination This village of Naranji did not come in 
to JLieutenant Lumsden when making the settlement, and as it was by 
no means dear that it was a portion of Eusufrye, the attendance of 
the Mulllks was not msisted on the Sikb troops on one occasion 
suffered a severe repulse from the inhabitants of Naranji 

34JJ1 Matxh 1848 — Walked through the aty by the banks of the 
canal which I am having widened and cleared out 

Seven bullocks laden with salt were brought in last night seized 
near Akhora passing the line without paying the duty thdr owners 
absconded. I have ordered the cattle to be sold and the salt to be 
lodged in the Government store 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan tells me that he sent his son Noor 
Mahomed Khan to try and recover the Ghilne camels that at a con 
fercnce with the plunderers they agreed to restore the cattle on pay 
ment of Rs. 10 a head but on no other terms will they give them up, and 
that he has no power to compel them from the nature of their country 

A sepoy of the Mussulman R^mentwas deputed to convey 50 
rupees to some comrades on doty at Rawul Pindee, instead of domg 
which he went home spent the money and coolly returned, as if he had 
committed no faulu I have confined him, and directed the General to 
bring him to trial 
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2^th Match 18^8 —T\\q. Governor was with me foi some horns dis- 
cussing the arrangements consequent on his approaching departure. We 
have arranged that the reports of the troops shall be made through the 
senior officer, General Elahee Buksh of the Artillery 

Another petition from the Ghoiechurras was presented stating 
that they were nine months in arrears and repiesentmg that they did 
not get Batta, while all the rest of the foice did, even to the syces and 
bullock drivers. 

Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, called during the day I took the 
opportunity to request he would cause it to be explained to the men 
under his command that I had lepiesented their case to the Resident, 
and they must quietly wait the result 

A Sikh native officer came up to me this morning when I was 
alone, and after talking on diffeient matters said that I should continue 
to put into the several regiments an officer or two of other creeds, 
]\Iahomedans into Sikh and Sikh into Mahomedan and Poorbea Corps, 
so that I might rely on having correct information of what went on j 
that when all were of one faith little would transpire the hint is a good 
one and shall be acted on as opportunity offers 

There is a repoit of the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan being at 
Jellalabad, but as my news-writer at Cabul is silent I doubt it 

The Governor, Sirdar Golab Singh, purposes starting m a few 
days, the Durbar purwanna granting him 2^ months leave having 
arrived , it sanctions his son Colonel Alla Singh acting in his room I 
have acquiesced in the Governor’s taking a guard of 60 men of all grades 
with him from those who would first proceed on leave 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, M^jor, 
Principal jlssl to the Agent, G-G , N-W. F 


STo 13.— Political Diary of Major George St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshaw^, fm- 
day, the 26th March, to Saturday, the 1st April 1 

^6th March 1S48 with Lieutenants Lumsden and Borne to 
see my bund at the Barrah uver , it is nearly completed. 



464 PESEAWUR POLITICAL DIARIES 

2ph March 18^8 — Inspected all the troops, Regular and Irregular, 
on Grand Parade 

The report of the arrival of the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan at 
Jellalabad 3s confirmed many people say he Intends paying me a visit I 

The pay of the Sher regiment of Dragoons not having arrived and 
being told that they were m want of money I have directed the amount 
to be advanced from the Treasury and to be disbursed in my presence. 

38ih March — The Guide Corps marched this morning in progress 
to Lahore. At my request Lieutenant Lorosden .has left with me for 
the purpose of drilling the Sikh troops two DuSadars and two Sowars of 
the Cavalry and three Havlldars of the Infantry, subject to approval by 
Resident 

The Kardar (farmer) of Khuttuck, Haldm Rale, being a defanltcr to 
the amount of Ra 13 000, I have placed him m restraint, with his two 
relatives Jowalla Sahale and Gunput Raie who went surety for him , 
the three are Commandants of Ramgoles prot^gds of the Attanwallas 

There are likewise many complaints of oppression and eilortion 
against Hakim Raie 

sglh March . — Lieutenant Lumsden started this evening to overtake 
the Guides at Naushcra, I cannot part with this officer without once 
more recording my sense of his services since he has been associated 
with me and the loss this Province will sustain In him 

The Governor with several Comraandiog Officers represent that the 
troops are disinclined to send their letters by the Post Office, saying 
that they never reach their families they propose that they should take 
them to the post, and there pay the postage, getting the stamp affixed 
and then send them by their own messengers. I have consented to this 
pending the Resident's decision 

I regret to say that a robbery attended with murder took place last 
night at Akerpora and that the murderer has not since been heard of 

A Casbmeeree bunneah, who resides in the Wuzeeree Bagh, was 
cut down last night near the city and hIs son a lad of ten, carried off 
I have wntten to Sirdar Sultan Mahomed on the subject. 

jo/A March — Rode to the Barrah river to sec my bund the river 
has been turned into its original channel 
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A scnljy of Ram Snliaic Singh’s Regiment was wounded last night 
on his post I Iinvc issued a proclamation directing no Afghan to be 
out aftci Sum; this I did aflci consulting the Urbobs. 

Held nij ucckly Duibai of Urbobs and gentry, and afterwards 
took the accounts of the salt monopoly and some revenue matters for 
the last } ear. 

— Rode to the cantonment of Suchet Singh and 
inspected the lines of Ram Saliaie’s Regiment and post at which the sentry 
w as \\ ouiulcd on the niglit of the 29th ; directed some walls m the vicinity 
to be levelled 

Pieseiiicd the Gn\ernor with a khillut to the amountof Rs 1,500 
on his dcp.iiturc and the appioaching marriage of his son At my 
rccommeiKlntioii he has declined the piesents of the officers usual on 
such Occasions, Ins son, Colonel Alla Singh, suggested this to me. 

TJie Resident’s Robakaice to the Durbar, with leference to my 
letter of the 2Sth ultimo suggesting the discontinuance of sundry deduc- 
tions from the troops, has affoided lively giatification. 

1 ‘it Af>nl — I have sanctioned two months’ pay to be issued to the 
tioops proceeding on leave of absence The Paymaster having no 
assets, I have given itfiom tlic Treasury, to be refunded Of the Regu- 
lais 1,331 of all giadcs arc availing themselves of furlough 

I he latest intelligence from Jcllalabad and Cabul is up to the 20th 
and 25th ultimo, but is unimportant 

The Governor took leave of me this evening , he starts to-morrow 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pitticipal Assl. to the Agent, G-G , h.-W F. 


No. 14— Political Diary of Major George St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sun- 
day, the 2nd, to Saturday, the 8th April 1848. 

2 ndApnl —The Governor marched this morning under the 

usual salute 

The body of a man with his head cut off was found near one 
gaidens , apparently a tiavellei , his person had been rifled. 
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With the concurrence of the Governor consequent upon these recent 
murdcTB and robbcnes I have issued a Proclamation wumlng all 
Afghans to keep at home from 8 pj* till daybreak, and have directed 
the vicinity of the city and cantonments to be patrolled, all men found 
out to be seized and brought In pnsoners 

The ease with which raaraudera can escape from the vicinity of the 
Khyber and Momund and Afrcedee hills, renders it most difficult to 
apprehend them, 

I rode to the Barrah nverj my bund is finished and answers 
admirably} it only now remains to ace if it will stand the freshes 
which come down from the hills with great violence* 

yrrf April 18^8 — I eicuaed the Grand Parade this morning as the 
leave of absence men, 1,331 from the Regulars, had to receive their pay 
for the months of Poh and Magh which was issued m my prresence. 

Two mxtsuh of Ghorechurras were bkewise paid two months for 
and Badhon, corresponding with 9th July to 14th September 

The unfortunate man whose body was found yesterday, proves 
to have arrived from Kobaut, from whence he was sent to receive 36 
rupees from some merchant in the city this money he obtained and it 
doubtless caused his untimely end The police arc endeavouring to 
discover the perpetrator 

The son of the Cashmecree bunneah reported m my Diary of the 
29th to have been earned off, was brought to me yesterday by Urbob 
Zereen Khan The lad says he was sclied by three Afreedees and 
taken to the hills on the road they were met by another party who 
fought for him, firing several shots at each other , the first however 
succeeded in retaining him the third night he contnved to escape and 
was found by the Urbob s men wandering about the base of the bills 

I regret to aay that I have not yet succeeded m recovering the 
Hindoo girl reported in my Diary of the lat ultimo to have been 
earned off from the village of fykal by certain Afreedees 

The Jirgha (council) of the village of Narinji In Eusufxye, with 
their head MulHL, Zcarut Khan, who is In confinement I had with me 
for some hours yesterday, and they have agreed to pay a small revenue 
to the Slrkar,a thing they have never previously done I released their 
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Mulhk and directed their cattle seized by Ameer Khan of Shiwah to be 
restored to them. 

Ap) il 18^8 ~ Paid two missiils of Ghorechurras this morning 

The Vakeel of Sirdar Sultan Mahomed waited on me with copy of 
a reply from Raie Bhaug Singh, apparently to a letter from the Resident, 
on the subject of Balia to the Barukzye contingent when serving with 
the Sikh tioops. I asked to see the original papers fixing the 
amount of contingent, etc , but was told that the Sirdar had no copy ; tha 
they were at Lahore Sultan Mahomed says that his contingent being 
employed for more than two months entitled them to Balia ^ it would be 
desirable to get the original papers and that I should have a copy 

Shahzadah Hussein, son of Shah Timour and elder brother of the 
late Shah Shoojah-ool-moolkh, died last night He enjoyed a jageer of 
about 7,000 rupees from the Sikh Government , he has left six sons, 
the two eldest he has long since disinherited. 

Colonel Alla Singh transacted business with me, revenue and 
police 

y/Zi Transacted military matters with General Elahee 

Buksh and Colonel Ruttun Singh. These officers daily attend at mj' 
quarters, receive the repoits, listen to the complaints, etc., and then wait 
upon me with them. I have been induced to adopt this plan, finding 
that Ruttun Singh was carrying on all the details to the entire exclusion 
of his superior officer, General Elahee Buksh. 

I have granted leave to the Ramgoles and Ghorechurras to the 
extent of ^th of their present numerical strength 

6th April — With Lieutenant Bowie and Colonel Alla Singh rode to 
the village of Akerpoi a to arrange for rebuilding its bund, -which was 
carried away two months ago The river at present is too high to attempt 
It, but in another month it will be feasible, and unless done then all the 
crops will fail Rode through the village, which is large and straggling, 
densely populated It was here the murder and robbery occurred, noted 
in my Diary of the 29th ultimo. 

Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs at which I told those of KuIIeel 
that unless the Khuttrie’s daughter earned off from Tykal was restored 
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in ten days I should fine each Urbob 5 per cent on his Government 
allowances. 

Received a report from the village of ALora of two girls, aged nine 
and three, having been strangled and thrown into a well by a lad of 1 5, for 
the sake of their omamenla he has been apprehended and confesses 
saying that the devil put It into his head, the case is under investigation 
Mr Apothecary Thompson rejoined from leave to Agra. Fortunate- 
ly hia services have not been required during his absence 

yth April j 8 ^ — A seizure of j 1 bullocks and two asses laden 
with contraband salt was made last night at the village of Rogey, the 
uwuo 's having absconded I have ordered the cattle to be sold 

I have directed a Soobadar of Colonel Ruttun Singh s Regiment and 
sowar of the Khts Dragoons to be Imprisoned for a month for highly 
ioBubordmate and mutinous conduct to Colonel Ruttun Singh and 
General Elahee Buksh in presence of several other officers. On the 
expiration of the month they will be paid up and discharged 

8 th April — Transacted civil and tnlHtary affairs with Colonel Alla 
Singh and General Elahee Buksh. 

Rode to the village of Poukah to Inspect their aqueduct, represented 
to be In want of repair it is an anaeot pucka built one and will require 
an outlay of 4CXD or 500 rupees, which sum I have directed to be expended 
on it 

Seven prisoners arrived from Sirdar Ladl Singh, Morana, sentenced 
to three years Imprisonment for theft 

Intelligence from the west Is of little moment beyond the return of 
the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan to CabuL 

I have recently entertained a few Kbyberies In the City Police, with 
a view to obtain early IntelHgcDcc of proceedings in that quarter 

An affray is reported to have occurred between two villages In 
Eusufrye in which several men on both sides were wounded 1 have 
ord er ed the parties to be sent in. 

Geo. St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent G G^N^W F 
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No. 15— PoHtical Diary of Major George St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to tlie Agent to the Governor-Gen- 
eral, North-West Frontier, at Peshawar, from Sunday, 
the 9th, to Saturday, the 15th Apidl 1848 

gih Apul 184.8 . — A Hindostanee sepoy of Ramgoles under the 
influence of opium this morning cut down two of his comrades in the 
Foit of Shahmeer Ghur. He then ran to the top of one of the houses, 
from which he thicw himself on being followed I had the three 
removed into m3' hospital 

Visited the jail in the city and saw each prisoner pass in review 

lolh Apul — The troops paiaded for inspection on their respective 
parades All the Commanding Officeis afterwards attended at my quarters 
to make then salam Colonel Mehtab Singh, Moraria, applied for leave, 
but as the Commandant of his Coips has just proceeded on leave, I was 
obliged to refuse him ; this I much regret as he has proved himself smart, 
intelligent and most zealous 

Transacted business with Colonel Alla Singh and continued making 
the settlement of the Momund Tuppah, which I find very uphill work j 
the zemindars one day agiee and the next decline the settlement 

ijih Apul — In consequence of the bankiuptcy of Hakim Raie, 
Kardar of Khuttuck, and the necessity that exists to have a lesponsible 
person to look after the interests of Government in the approaching 
harvest, I have deputed Colonel Dhua Raj of Ramgoles on this duty 

Alladad Khan, Cabul merchant, the bearer of the letter from the 
Ruler of Khokaud, waited on me to take leave and receive my reply I 
presented him with a Zcafut of 200 rupees and pair of shawls to the 
value of 150 rupees 

I regret to say that the Khans of Eusufzye are still debtors to the 
State to the amount of 45;000 rupees of the revenue for the year 
1904, this following so quickly the settlement made by Lieutenant 

Lumsden augurs ill for its permanency 

12th April — Under instructions from the Resident on the subject 
of the troops transmitting their letters through the Post Office, I have 
diiected General Elahee Buksh to proclaim the new arrangements, and 
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to urge the troops to give them a fair tnal withdrawing my sanction 
to their sending letters by their own meflsengers 

Sirdar Peer Mahomed called to claim compensation for the loss of 
4,000 rupees in his jageer by the abolishment of the customs I 
told him I could not grant it, but would refer the matter to Lahore 

Riding down the parade I found a large tank had in two days been 
excavated by the 7th Company of Colonel Ruttun Singh s Regiment in 
direct disobedience of orders. I sent for the Colonel and ordered him 
to see it filled up by the company forthwith, which has been done. 
Were I not to be continually on the look out there would be no riding 
near the parades, for every man considers he la at hberty to dig holes 
wherever he likes 

l^h April j 8 ^ 8 — Rode through the city and round the walls, 
returning by the village of Lundec through the fields which are highly 
luxuriant 

Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs and gentry reminded those of 
Khuleel that three days only remained of the period allowed them to 
produce the Hindoo girl earned off from Tykal by the ^reedees 

General Elahee Buksh is laid up with fever and Colonel Jey Singh 
of the Artillery is said to have become insane I directed Mr Thomp- 
son to visit them. 

Alice Jan Khan Jewonsherc, Kaxulbash has waited upon me with 
a petition praying for consideration from the Bntiah Government for 
services at Cabui he produces testimomals from the late Sir W H 
Macnaghten Captain Trevor and Captains Mackenzie Johnson and 
Warburton and accounts for the delay in submitting his claim to his 
not previously being able to get his testimonials from his fnends with 
whom he had lodged them on leaving Cabui 

April through the aty while Lieutenant Bowie 

visited the hnes to transfer bullocks from the several troops to that 
of Colonel Jey Singh s which having no horses I have made Into a 
Bnllock Battery 

The Regular Troops are now In their fifth month of arrears while 
the Ghorechurras are in their seventh two months pay for the former 
is said to have left Lahore six weeks ago, but as yet has not reached 
this. The laic Governor-Generals anxious desire was that the troops 
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should never be more than two months m arrears ; the Durhar require 
constant uiging on this head. 

Transacted civil and military business with Colonels Alla Singh 
and Ruttun Singh 

I had intended visiting Junirood this morning, but was prevented 
by a heavy storm of thunder, lightning and rain 

Urbob Futteh Khan of Momund brought me the Jirgha or council 
of the Janikhore and Kohie tribes, thirty of whose horsemen enjoy a 
jageer of 4,000 rupees to keep their clans from plundering , these 
men of late having been remiss in their duties, the Jirgha propose their 
discharge and that the jageer should be made over to them. I con- 
ciliated and told them the subject should be considered 

i§th Apnl 184.8 — Lieutenant Bowie visited the Fort of Jumrood 
this moining and found all right I purpose sending one of the guns 
lately received from Lahore to this post, one to the post of Barrah and 
one to that of Doaba 

An Afghan calling himself a Vakeel from the Ruler of Budakshan 
waited on me, but having no credentials I told him I could take no 
notice of him till he produced them I asked him about the European 
said to be at Khokand, but he could give no information beyond having 
heard the rumour 

Intelligence from Cabul to the 7th instant, but of no importance , 
the news-letter I have sent to the Resident. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G^-G.,N-W F. 


No. 16 —Political Diary of Major G-eorge St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to tlie Agent to tlie Governor-Gen- 
N'ortli-'VT'est Frontier, at P esliawur, from Sunday, 
the ieth, to Saturday, the 22nd April 1848. 

i6th April 1848 —Pay for the Regular Troops for the months of 
Poll and Magh, from the 14th of December to the gth of Februarj', 
arrived this morning, having been despatched from Lahore one month 
and twenty days 
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It has rained all day I have cooscquently excused the Grand 
Parade for to-morrow the soil here being such that after rain there 
is no moving ouL 

Ramgoles to the number of 448 have proceeded on leave 

Iph April 184S — A report from Mahomed Khan, Hotee states that 
the Pulliwala sowars are again plundering that they had recently car 
ned oflf 175 head of cattle from one of hia villages I have told him to 
retaliate on them 

Transacted business civil and mlhtary, with Colonels Alla Singh 
and Rnttun Singh 

Two Hindostanees, named Emam Alli Shah a sowar in the 4th 
Irregular Cavalry and Fozzul, a Mistree in the 6th Troop 5th Light 
Cavalry were brought to me by an Afghan who released them from 
captivity in Turkiatan by paying 150 rupees for them the Mistree has 
lost all hi 3 toes 

^^n/“Wlth Colonel ABa Singh went over the accounts of 
the Treasury for the last year 1904 previous to their being sent to the 
Durbar 

Eighteen copies in Nagn and Persian of Gnffins Field Exercise 
having arrived I distributed the same to the SiU: Infantry Corpia much 
to the gratification of the officers I still require the Cavalry works 

Commenced the issue of pay to the troops for Poh and Magh from 
the left, Colonel Uttur Singh a Regiment 

igih April — Paid Meer Jung All s Regiment this morning 

On taking the accounts of the ferries on the Attock and Lundai for 
three months, I find the receipts of the former amount to Rs. i 065 1-6 
and of the latter to Rs. 1,2434-6 while the cost of coHecUng la 
120 rupees exclusive of the pay of 36 Sergeants, Havildars and sepoys 

amounting to rupees , these men are likewise employed as col 

lectors I have tried to get contracioTB for these femes but without 
success. 

20th ApnL — Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs at which wc 
discussed the atfaiTB of the Khybcr, the tnbca of which are fighting 
dally together 

The Urbobs congratulated me on the results of my Proclamation of 
the 2nd instant, not a murder or robbery outside the city having since 
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0''CU1TCC1. Nolluncrbiu «;ttong measures they say will keep the Pesha- 
v.uicc=: under •^uhicction. 

'I'wo ‘>cpn\ «; (Kaingnlc'^'l on dnl^ in the Fort of Doaha having some 
claims on a IFinncah ccircd Ins goods and shut up his sliop. I have 
ordcicd tlicm lo lie discharged and the piopcity icstoied to the owner. 

It.in^-acicd hu'^inc'^s witli Colonels Alla Singh and Ruttun Singh 
and p'^id Colonel Mehf.ah Singh’s Regiment. 

p/‘:f :/ fS 'S — Rode to Ra|a Suclict Singh’s cantonments and 

':av. Colonel Ka«n Saiiaic’s Regiment pul through eight oi ten evolutions 
h} the Conuiiautl .nt in a \ct 3 ci editable mannci Afteiwards visited 
llic pa.adc of Colnnul Uiim Singh’s Regiment, and found it at 
comp-’ii) p.-’eticc; this coips is the most backwaid of all at English 
drill 

Paid Colonel Ruttun Smgli’s Regiment and gave two men their 
dRchnigc at tlicii ov. n icqucst 

Receded fiom Lieutenant Nicholson one Chundur, condemned to 
impnsonmciU foi life, uiili Robnkarcc fiom Lahore. 

Ilu^'=:ein Khan, Gurdc/y, pcnsioiici, who has been waiting here for 
some monilis in c\pcctnuon of the Ameer Dost Mahomed letting his 
famil} join iiim, waited on me and begged I would wiite once moie to 
tlic Ameer on his behalf, winch I have consented to do, though I fear 
W'lth little avail 

One of the cit} paliols under a Naib Kutwal was fired on last 
night by some robbcis, while patrolling near the city, no injury done, 
but the miscreants escaped through the ncighbouung gardens 

22/if/ Apiil — Visited this morning the paiade of Colonel Meer 
Khan's Nujeeb Battalion and found the Second in Command putting 
tlicm tlirough the evolutions The Colonel says he has never been in the 
habit of giving the woid of command, not having voice sufficient. I 
recommended him to practice 

Gencial Elahee Buksh is still seriously ill, and Colonel Jey Singh 
not better I visited both these officeis , the General was much pleased, but 
the Colonel took little notice of me , he refuses to take Europe medicine. 

‘ Lieutenant Nicholson writes me that he hopes to be with me on the 

27th or 28th, unless I have any work for him on the road. I certainly 

6q 
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have work both In Khuttuck and Eusufzye, but fear to keep him in tents 
at this season as It would lay him up, if not endanger his life. 

I finished to-day the revenue Bettlcment of the Momund district, 
but regret to say without being able to persuade one village to take the 
settlement all preferred the Kardar ayatem I was compelled to revert 
to It, this too although the zemindars admit the present harvest to bo 
unprecedentedly flourishing 

Paid Colonel Ruttun Singh’s Regiment and transacted business with 
the Colonel and the Deputy Governor 

Visited the Gor Khuttry on the Cazec representing that he required 
more accommodation for his court house fixed on a large room on the 
lower floor and left him well satiafied, he complains of a want of 
Moonahiea, there being so much more writing now than of old. I told 
him I would see to it 

I have no Intclhgence from the west 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
PntmpQl Asst to tht Agntt, G G , N W F 


No 17 — Political Diary of Major Georg© St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier atPeahawmr from Sun 
day the 23rd, to Saturday, the 2Dth April 1848 

j-jrrf April 184S — Sent purwannas to the Eusufzye Khans advising 
their quickly sending m the balance of revenue due if they wished to 
retain their present position 

2^ ApnL — With Lieutenant Bowic Inspected the whole of the 
Troops Regular and Irregular in Review order 

After the parade saw all the oflficcra on the ground and again at my 
quarters. 

General Elahee Buksh Is reported by Mr Thompson to be much 
belter 

Colonel Mecr Khan a Regiment received thor pay this morning 
25th April — Under escort of a company of Poorbeas and 25 Gbore- 
churmfl sent one of the p-poundcra lately received from Lahore to 
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the Fort of Barrah, and two 3-pounders into the Gor Khuttry, which 

latter will enable me to withdraw the Horse Artillery guns hitheito 
in that post 

The Shere Regiment of Cavalry were paid this morning , the 
horses are much improved since arrival, but it is a very indifferent 
looking corps 

26th Ap} il i8/f8 — Indisposition prevented me this morning receiving 
the daily reports of the troops or of seeing Sirdar Peer Mahomed, 
who called to take leave on proceeding to the Doaba 

The Khas Dragoons were paid at my quarters, but not m ray 
presence ; all went on quietly ; the new Pay-master gets on well. 

Under escort of a company of Meer Jung Ah's Regiment sent 
a 9-pounder to the Fort of Jumrood ; this makes two 9 and two 
3-pounders in that post. 

2^//i Apnl — Lieutenant Nicholson joined me this morning from 
Hussuu Abdall I regret to say he is labouring under a severe attack 
of fever, which has reduced him much 

Sirdar Peer Mahomed paid me a long visit prior to proceeding 
to his jageer I spoke to him on the subject of keeping his contingent m 
Bunnoo paid up He said he did his best, but it was not an easy matter, 
as they all more or less were paid by small giants of jageer ; however 
that he would do his best. He certainly appears the wisest of the three 
brothers 

The son of Sirdar Syed Mahomed likewise visited me on behalf 
of his father to complain of the people of Jungee, a hilly poition of his 
jageer, refusing to pay their revenue, and requesting that should they 
come in to me to complain I would punish them I told him I would 
investigate and act accordingly 

Syed Mahomed is in great financial embarrassments and is said to 
be plundered much by the people about him 

Received intelligence fiom the Resident of the d.sastci in MooUan 
and of Messrs Agnew and Anderson being isounded, and that ti\o 
regiments from Huzara and the one at Attock had been directed to 
proceed to that quarter, but that my force would not be touched Replied 
that I considered it would be hazardous to nithdiaw a man from this 
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Bfde of the Jhelam for that, although we were all quiet, with such 
a fickle people to deal with as we had there was no knowing what effect 
the news might cause. 

Sent an express to Colonel Boodh Singh to prepare boats on the 
Attock but not to embark hll further orders 

All the officers of the Regular Troops waited on Lieutenant 
Nicholson with nuzzurs which he returned Took the opportunity to 
quietly caution them to be on the alert and instantly report any unusual 
movement among their men they assured me I might place every 
rchance on the troops, and I beheve them. 

Held my usual weekly Durbar of Urbobs and gratified them by 
announcing that I had directed a place of prayer to be erected near my 
house for the use of all who attended my Court. 

sSih Apnl iSjfS — Heanng that Ursulla Khan of Zedah was showing 
symptoms of disaffection and had refused to let his son Bahram Kban 
send in some So horse which he kept np I sent him a purwanna 
to attend on me forthwith and detached a party of police to bring him in 
by force should he not promptly obey, instructing Bahram Khan to aid 
the party 

Had a long conversation with Sirdar Sultan Mahomed, who evinces 
much gratitude for my forbearance m not carrying out the repeated 
orders of the Durbar to confiscate a portion of his jagecr m hquidabon 
of some old claim against fum. 

Sirdar Kahn Singh Mujcclea with all the Ghorechurra officers 
waited on Lieutenant Nicholson with their nuzzurs which were returned. 
I spoke to the Sirdar to keep his eyes open 

Received a letter from Colonel Boodh Singh reporting that he had 
got the boats ready and asking for orders as to the withdrawal of his 
two companies from the Fort of Attock and Ghebe distnet Directed 
all to stand fast for the present 

3^h April —Transacted business with Colonels Alla Singh and 
Ruttun Singh, civil andmibtary 

The Regular Troops being all paid, commenced disbursing to 
the Ramgolea 
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Received intelligence from Lieutenant Herbert, i8th N. I , that he 
was under orders to join me as Drill Instructor with six native non- 
commissioned officers I sent him a route which would bring him 
heie in 14 days and requested him to move with all practicable 
expedition 

Inspected a Resallah of the Shere Dragoons joined from escort 
duty with Lieutenant Nicholson , found many bad horses among them 

Deputed Lieutenant Bowie this moining to visit the Fort of Jum- 
rood to post the new gun and inspect the maga2ines , he returned about 
9AM and reported all right, and the garrison on the alert, 

Mr. Thompson has taken Lieutenant Nicholson under treatment, 
and I am happy to say he already seems better 

An artilleryman, late m Dost Mahomed Khan’s service, applied to 
me to be entertained, saying he had left from receiving no pay I 
declined taking him, 

Heanng that the Jageerdar Ghorechurras borrowed horses to 
stand muster, I have had them all branded to prevent such tricks in 
future 

There is no intelligence worth recording from the west. 

Geo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G -G., N -W. F, 


No. 18.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawi’ence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
Q-eneral, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 30th April, to Saturday, the 6th May 1848. 

30th April I have gi anted Colonel Jey Singh, Artillery, three 

months’ leave to proceed home for the benefit of his health, and have 
directed him at the expiration of that period, should he not be restored, 
to wait upon the Resident for an extension 

Received intelligence from Lahore of the murder of Messrs. 
Agnewand Andeison at Mooltan, of the detachment of Sikh troops 
having gone over to the enemy , this latter has not surprised me as 
under the circumstances I much doubt if our own sepoys would have 
acted otherwise. I trust signal punishment will quickly follow Moolraj’s 

treachery^ 
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The news appears greatly to disturb Colonel Alla Singh, but he 
aeeina consotutloiially timid , still be told me to avoid making any 
difference in my mode of carrying on work or intercourse with the 
troops good and sound advlcc» 

isi May 1S4.8 — The troops were Inspected by Commanding Officers 
on their respective parades 

The weather having become too hot for evening parades and 
drill I have excused them for the present, much to the gratification 
of the troops 

I was happy to see General Elahcc Buksh with the other officers 
at my Durbar this morning, he looks so HI that I advised his keeping 
at home for another week he Is a willing but not over wise man, 
wants consistency and energy 

Heard from Captain Abbott In Huzara that he was all right In 
that quarter the reported Puklee inroad had turned out nothing He 
had sent a company from Colonel Baboo Pandah’s Regiment to relieve 
Boodh Singh's in the Fort of Attock 

Transacted business with Colonel Alla Sbgb and Colonel Ruttun 
Singb 

2nd May — Received five prisoners from Sirdar Lall Singh, Moraria 
sentenced severally to three years imprisonment , one prisoner Is 
reported to have escaped cn route 

Paid the ist and and Ramgole Battalions yesterday and this 
morning 

Hussein Khan Gurdezy, our pensioner, who has been waiting many 
months here in hopes of getting his family from Cabul, and had almost 
given it up m despair, tells me that be hears the Ameer has at length 
relented and that they are now en rouU to Peshawur 

Ursulla Khan, Chief of Zedah, sent for by me on heanng that 
he was about to create a disturbance, amved this morning bringing 
with him 80 horse which he has kept up with a view to plunder 
the country I have located him m my compound till I can make an 
arrangement for his disposal 

Moollah Allie Ahmed, who accompanied Sirdar Lena Singh to 
Calcutta, paid me a visit, introduced by a note from the Resident. 
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3^d May With Lieutenant Bowie inspected General Elahee 

Buksh’s and Commandant Sekunder Khan’s Troops of Artillery , we 
found ten guns fully horsed and equipped, the remaining two are on 
command at Bunnoo 

After the parade we visited the Fort of Shahmeer Ghur and posted 
three guns of those which lately arrived from Lahore. 

Paid the garrisons of Shahmeer Ghur and Barrah. 

Purwannas arrived from the Durbar to the Governor, Sirdar 
Kahn Singh, and the Jageerdar Ghorechurra Sirdars, directing the 
latter to proceed foithwith and join Raja Shere Singh at Chicha 
Wutnee Although this reduces my Cavalry by 260 sabres, and I have 
had no communication from the Resident on the subject, I have directed 
the order to be promptly obeyed 

The purwanna to tlie Governor adds that, if he requires more 
troops, he can send for Colonel Boodh Singh’s Corps from Attock , this 
I think of doing when satisfied that the fort is safe with its present 
garrison and a new Thannadar is appointed Lieutenant Nicholson tells 
me, and I can well fancy it, that the corps suffers much from being 
exposed at this season to the heat in tents 

/j-th May — With Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie paid Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed a visit at his garden house, which he has recently 
built in the Wuzeeree Bagh Could the Dm bai but see what sums he 
has laid out m its furniture, minors, chandeliers, etc , they 1 think 
would be satisfied that he has no evil designs towards tlie State He 
was as usual profuse in professions of friendship towards us 

Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs, which was numerously 
attended. Spoke to them about establishing a village police throughout 
the Province , in consultation with them prepared a short and simple 
Code for their guidance, which will be submitted for the approval of 
the Resident previous to proclamation 

Transacted civil and military affairs with Colonels Alla Singh and 
Ruttun Singh. 

I have been engaged m tiying without success to find out the 
writer of a Persian letter to the Resident accusing Commandant Surmust 
Singh of Ghorechurras, late Thannadar of Govind Ghur, of treasonable 
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Intents towards the State m conjunction with Maharaja Golab Singh 
Sirdar Kahn Singh tells me that the Commandant is a \ery respectable 
character and not one likely to be engaged In such practices and 
moreover that there la no good feeling between him and the Raja 
consequent upon hia having confiscated, in the time of Raja Jowahir 
Singh, a considerable amount of property of Golab Singh’s 

I tried to ascertain from Durreah Khan of Adyzye whether the 
Commandant was accessory to hjs escape from Govind Ghur, but he 
would not disclose anything My opinion is that the story is a fabn 
cation throughout, for had the wntcr been, as he says, actuated by 
proper motives he would surely have made hia charge to me, thus 
courting Investigation instead of stabbing in the darh. 

5th May 184.8 — With Lieutenant Bowie inspected Futteh Khan’s and 
Tara Singh s troops of Artillery Six guns are effective and four at 
Bunnoo two have been recast and will be effective when the carnages 
now in hand are finished 

I am happy to say a large stock of wood has amved from Chuch 
and Kutchee, and 50 new hackencs from the latter place, so that we 
shah now soon get our gun carriages In hand I purpose building one 
general workshop to be supenntended by Lieutenant Bowie, only 
allowing artificers to proceed with the troops on field service. In 
like manner I have built a general grain store for the Artillery, by 
which I expect to feed the cattle better and at much leas cost. 

Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea reports that one of his Ghorechurra 
sentnes was fired at last night he returned the fire but without effect, 

I have told him to send out disguised rounds for some nights 

Paid the gamsons of Doaba and Hushtnuggur and transferred 
them to the forts of Khyrabad jehangbeera and Nowshcra. 

Transacted business with Colonel Alla Singh and General EUhee 
Bukah , the latter Is quite recovered 

6ih May — With Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie Inspected Colonel 
Alla Singhs Troop of Horse Artillery and Jey Singhs Bullock Battery 
the latter was intended to be horsed, but seeing when at Lahore that 
my brother Colonel Laivrence had fixed that we should have one 
battery of this descnption, I transferred from other troops the heavy 
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guns and allotted them bullocks, and it is now a most serviceable 
balteiy of six guns. 

Colonel Alla Singh had only four guns effective, two having been 
lecast, their carnages are making up, a good number of horses are 
wanting to complete in all the troops We can turn out 26 effective 
field guns exclusive of the six on command at Bunnoo 

Hussein Khan Gurdezy's family have arrived from Cabul In 
sending them the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan has given good proof 
of his wish to continue on fiiendly terms with us, as many of his 
people were much opposed to their being allowed to come, the Syuds 
q£ Gurdezy in particular From what I heaid I did not expect to see thema 

A report has come in from Nowshera of a corpse having been 
found hanging from a tree on the roadside , investigation has been 

directed. 

Sirdar Kahn Singh brought me Surmust Singh, Commandant of 
Ghorechurias , the poor man is greatly distressed at the accusation 
against him I soothed and told him I should report my disbelief of it 

The Jageerdar Ghorechuiia Sirdars called to take leave, they 
march to-day pursuant to the Durbar's orders. I expressed my satisfac- 
tion at their and their men’s conduct since they have been with me, 
and told them I should report the same to the Resident , they expressed 
their hope that on the completion of the present service they might be 

allowed to return to Peshawur 

1 have no recent mleU.gence from the west , the Khyberees are said 
to be fighting among themselves, but I fancy with little bloodshed. 

We are quite quiet 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 

P; Assl to the Agent, G-G , N-W F, 


Ho 19.-Politieal Diary ofMajorGeorp St P Lawrence, 

pLeipal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 

GenerS, North-West f ’ 
day, the 7th. to Saturday, the 13th May 

yu, May -Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with halLmonthly 

present states Theie are of all grades 4,000 present effective Regulars, 
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about 900 Ramgolea exclusive of i ooo in gamson at the forts, 
and 5CX3 Gborcchurras. 

In tailing to Colonel Alla Singh about the expediency of calling 
in Colonel Boodh Singh 6 Regiment at AltocL he recommended me not 
saying we had troops enough just now 

8lh May 184.8 — With Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie inspected 
the whole of the troops, Regular and Irregular, on Grand Parade 26 
guns tully equipped were in tlie field 

After the parade called the Colonels Commandants and Adjutants 
to the front, talked to them a little, received their salutes and dismissed 
them 


Transacted dvil and military matters witli Colonel Alla Singh and 
General Elahee Buksh the former read me a Circular letter from bis 
father, Sirdar General Golab Singh Bahadur, addressed to all the officers 
of the force calling ou them to show by their vigilance activity and 
attention to their duty and my wishes, their sense of what they owed 
to the BntLsh Government for all that had been done for ihem 

Alla Singh advised that this should not be given to the officers, as 
It might put It into thdr heads that wc just now doubted them or were 
afraid of them seeing the justness of his conclusion I acquiesced 

p/A Ma} — Reedved leltcrs from Mr Cocks and Lieutenant 
L\imsdew of Jth \nstant from Lahore adv\s\og toy sending Mrs 
Lawrence to Lahore. Strange comcideccc, at the same time a letter 
came in from Lieutenant Taylor at Bunuoo recommending I should send 
her to Kohaut under charge of the Banikiyc Sirdars. 

Replied that my sending her away just now would at once 
stamp US as being afraid and having no confidence m the troops or 
my position here either of winch would be detnraental to our cause 
that I never looked to the dark aide of things, and had been m many 
a worse position, and would still trust to Providence by whom I had 
hitherto been so wonderfully supported. 

Heard from Captain Abbott from Huxara all quiet m that quarter, 
though be liad detached a large portion of bis troops to Cbicba 
Wutnee under Siidar Jhunda Singh 
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By I.jcutcnnni Luiu^dcn’*^ leilci llic Resident sanctions my laismg 
arotp< oi Pitluns, 8 comiiames ol 75 men each, 01 600, at a monthly 
co-i 01 Ks 5,70.0, iho Ct)lonels, Commandants and Adjutants to be taken 
fion the Sikh tmops I sh.iH .iccordingly piocccd to enlist actively 
though t)uu''l\ .Midi a tnips may pio\c \ciy useful 

\ ^inall I) > C of luM'-c as a pcisonal escoit would be veiy 
dc'^u.^hle i ksl ihcw.ant of them now the Guides aie away, the Sikh 
Ca\ahy' nc ul litih u^-c to employ about the counliy' in small paities. 

Rtccucd ilu. ic.poit‘> of the troops fiom Geneial Klahce Buksh and 
CoIo'kI Rtutun hmyli , they aic n.nde as U'^ual in my veiandah 

Deputed LieuicnaiiK NmlioKon and Bowie to visit the fort of 
llu^lnm.p.p!!, ♦ii'-t nil ah uii (8 miles noith-easton the summit of an 
<)hh”k mil a\ei upng iiom 1 to eooyaids in width by 300 long, it has 
origunily been siiong Imt fur many y cats much in dcc.iy , it Jias no 
guns lud till, gam‘'On le weak 

io!!t i/ui iSfS — I innencted business with Colonel Alla Singh and 
Gcncial Blabec Buk^h, though not up to much, being sulfci ing from low 
fc\ci 

Aftct talking to the olhci Colonels, iMeei Jung Ah, Ameei Khan, 
Rutlun Singh and Mehtah Singh, I look Bhag Singh, Man, aside, and told 
him to be unclci no appichcnsion for the safety of his uncle. Sirdar 
Kahn Singh, during his captivity' with Dewan Moolraj, etc He asked 
If he migiit send one of ins sowais disguised to bring intelligence. 

I replied he might, but that I did not sec what good would lesult there- 
from that the man would certainly be discovered and some people 
might lend the Durbar to suppose had been sent to intrigue with the 
enemy' , tins appeared to satisfy him and he said he would give up 
the idea 

Wrote to Captain Abbott, Lieutenants Edwardes and Taylor The 
lattci wants me to send him a legiment , regretted I could not spare one, 
but said I would enlist and send 300 Rafngoles and 100 Khybeiees, 
the first would do for his fort and the other for outpost duties, they 
having no objection to fight against their brethien in the faith 

Cazec Golam Khader, Vakeel of Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan, 
waited on me to request an mteiview for his Chief 
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nth May 184.8 — Though by no means well, held my weekly Durbar 
of Urbobs thinking that if I put it off or deputed Lieutenant Nicholson, 
erroneous impressions might get abroad^ 

Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie rode round the several parades 
and saw the men all out at dnll which they seemed performing willingly 
and zealously 

General Elahee Buksh with Colonels Ruttun Singh Mehtab Singh, 
Meet Jung Ali Ameer Khan, and Ram Sahaie Singh made their salams 
after receiving the morning reporta 

I entertained 120 Raragole recruits this morning for duty at 
Bunnoo 

Purwarmaa arrived from the Durbar recalling Mutsuddie Singh the 
Thannadar of Attock and Wuzeer Khan, the Commandant of Artillery^ 
and appointing Goormukh Singh ex Thannadar of Govind Ghur to the 
charge of the Attock Previously to giving them out I sent for Sirdar 
Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, and had a long conversatioD with him he 
recomraends Goormukh Singh atrongly and vouches for his fidelity I 
then sent for him and pointed out how proud he should be and sensible 
of the trust thus reposed in him , be expressed himself highly 
gratified. 

He is the Sirdar mentioned erroneously under the name of Surmust 
Singh in my Diary of the 4th instant as being reported to the Resident 
In correspondence with Raja Golab Sing 

Had much conversation with Colonel Alla Singh, who declares the 
troops here are all well content and wcD disposed. 

Heard from Captain Abbott wishing to know if four companies of 
Colonel Boodh Singh B Regiment could be epared him from Attock, to 
which I replied affirmatively 

xsPi May — Transacted military and revenue matters with General 
Elahee Buksh and Colonel Alla Singh and afterwards saw several of the 
Commanding Officers. Colorfel Ram Sahaie Singh is the one I least like 
among them , he never can look mem the face he is not popular in his 
corps and is said to take money from the men 

Enlisted some 56 more Ramgolcs it is astonishing what a number 
of idle Punjabies and Poorbeas are hanging about 
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Ml 'Iliompson ncquainls me that Ramsay, the Emopcan adveited 
to in my Di.ux of the i8ih August 1S47, now an Adjutant in Sekunder 
Khau'< Hoop of AiliUcii. inlouncd Inm that lie oveiheaid some of Ins 
men con<^uUing a stiolhng f.ikcci as to which would be apiopitious 
da\ for tlic Ivhalsas to use, a book was opened, leaf turned up and the 
ijth of this month of fttilli and coi icsponding to the 22nd instant named 

Althougli little reliance is to be placed in anything Ramsay says 
I have told Alla Singh to asccrtiin the facts if pioved to be tiue and 
I can bung it home to the f.ikccr, I shall not hesitate to make an 
c\amplc of him 

SiKlai Sultan Mahomed Khan with his son Nooi Mahomed Khan 
paid me a long \i‘^it ,uul slightly hiniing (loi Colonel Mehtab Singh, 
Moiain, v.av pic‘'Cni) at the lepoitsof Sikh disaffection told me that 
he and all lii*^ wcic my bondsmen , that there was nothing under the 
sun he would not do foi the Biitish Government , and that he considered 
itwasweuhn had lelcased him fioin captivit}^ and he only panted 
for an oppoitunitj to piovc in deeds, not woids, his giatitude I quietly 
thanked him, csprcssing my i chance on him, but that I had no idea we 
should c\ Cl ic()uirc to put him to the pi oof. His honoi, his ease, the 
enjoyment of his family, all ho added were the results of oui position 
in the Punjab, for that I must have well seen in the continued attacks 
made on him and his brothcis by the Durbar what little he had to 
expect from them, and much more to a like effect 

ijlh May 184.8 —Lieutenant Bowie looked at four troops of Artillery 
at exercise without guns, and reports favourably of their evolutions 

I paid the gan isons of Khyrabad, Jehangbeeia and Nowshera, which 
completes the payment of the Ramgoles for Poh and Magh 

Am selecting, in consultation with Colonel Alla Singh, Sikh officers 
for the new regiment of Pathans 

The two Hindoostanee Duffadars of the Guide Cavalry left with 
me by Lieutenant Lumsden as Drill Instructois for the Cavalry are 
making themselves very useful in bringing me intelligence of what 
passes in the Sikh lines , m this particular I greatly miss the Guides, 
for they were usually employed last year by me on this duty, and 
well they fulfilled it 
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Ramsay tells me that General Elahee Bukah desired him to warn me 
that the Sikh regiments were not to be trusted I trust the General 
la mistaken and only wants to enhance his own services- We must 
expect reports of all sorts to be rife just now Our situation is 
certainly not an enviable one, having no escort of our own, but I never 
despair hope to the last 

Two agents from Moolraj arc said to have arrived and visited 
Colonel Ruttun Singh one proceeded after the interview towards 
Cashmere and the other to Mooltan 1 do not credit it, but have set 
people to work to find out Its truth or otherwise , whatever I do I must 
not appear to doubt the troops 

I have no intelligence from the west , there are few troops at 
Jcllalabad and none nearer A Khyber Chicfoffered to bring me as many 
thousands of his people as I liked, to which I replied, wait till they 
are wanted Peshawurecs need would be the Khyberees opportunity 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Pmtctpal Asst to U\e Agfiti G G , N F 


No 20 — PoUtioal Diary of Major Geor^ St. P Lawrenoe 
Principal Aflslfftant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawnr from 
Sunday, the 14th, to Saturday the 20th May 1848 

jtfihMayiS^S — Wuzeer Khan Commandant of Artillery in the 
Fort of Attock presented himself this morning and complains of the 
treatment he has cxpcneoced from Mutsuddie Singh Thannadar I 
have directed him to make out a statement, and told him that he should 
not have come to me but have at once obeyed the Durbar’s order and 
proceeded to Lahore 

Reports arc current that Raja Golab Sing with a large army 
has gamed a victory over the Bntlsh troops at Lahore— false of course, 
circulated by some evil-disposed persons. 

Received a letter from Lieutenant Taylor of the 6tb instant, also 
from Captain J Abbott both mentioD continued reports of meditated 
risings among the troops 
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Ij/fi i)Utv iS/S.— l\\c lioops wcic inspected on then lespective 
paiadcsb} Olficcis Commanding Regiments. 

Tiansaclcd business willi Colonel Alla Singh and Geneial Elahee 
Ikiksh ; the laltci tells me llial he has no present cause to doubt the 
fidelity of the SiKh iCjiimenls, though liom foimei expcnence lie thought 
It .IS well to give me a caution tlnotigh Ramsay , that should he obseive 
any unusual nK)\cmcnt in the Singh coi ps he bad aiianged that Colonel 
Amcei Khan’s Nu)cch Regiment should possess themselves of the guns 
on tlic light (lanh (10) and the Mahomedan Regiment, Meei Jung Ah’s, 
of tho-=c on the left (10), that on these icgimcnts we might lely I 
commciuicd his /cal and icqucslcd him to keep a sliaip lookout 

Last cscning as 1113' (lead Moonshee was iiding neai the fort, 
pa^'Sing some Aknlics the^’ opened out a volley of abuse on the 
“ Kcnnghccs ’ etc I ha\c desned him to point tliese men out the first 
oppoilumlv , the} aic I suspect Dhuimuvthies to a laige amount , these 
I will confiscate if J get hold of them 

iCth i'lav — Gootmulvh Singh, Commandant of Ghoreeburras, 
appointed by ibc Duibai Govcinoi of the Foit of Attock, stalled yester- 
day foi his post , at his icqucst I have allo^Ycd him to take five Ghore- 
cluuras and a pcisonal Moonshee with him, subject to the Resident’s 
appioial riic post is an impoitant one at all times and more especially 
now I therefore deemed it expedient to comply with his reasonable 
request, and send him away pleased witli me and himself 

Some Mahonicdans complained last night that on the Azan being 
proclaimed two Ramgole sepoys abused them and said we will shortly 
teach you and the *' Feiingliees ” to sing to anothei tune, etc I directed 
Colonel Alla Singh to investigate the case and leport the result 

We heal daily fiom Captain Abbott, who seems all right , he thinks 
many' of his letteis to Lahoie aie intcicepted. 

lylh May — ^Aftei leceiving the reports of the foice had all the 
Commanding Officers up to pay their respects , talked to them for some 
time on Moollan afifaiis, and told them to keep then eyes and ears 
open as to what went on among their men. 
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Witli Lieutenant Nicholson rode through the Ghorechurras' lines, 
the city and back by the Infantry Parades all appeared to be going on 
as usual 

Under cover of giving ammunition to the troops raised for Bunnoo 
got seven maunds of powder and 30000 musLet balls into my house to 
be ready for any emergency 

I have enlisted 200 men for my new regiment and 300 for Bunnoo 

j8th May 184S — The force paraded for exercise on their respective 
parades 

Sirdar Kwaja Mahomed Sultan Mahomed s eldest son, brought me a 
letter from Lieutenant Taylor of the I5tb instant all well, but still 
disturbed by rumors of intended risings He has given the young 
Sirdar 20 days leave- 

Held ray weekly Durbar of Urbobs, at which the affairs of Modtan 
were freely discussed and the Durbarie recent Proclamation prohibiting, 
under pains and penalties, any of their subjects joining Moolraj The 
Urbobs say a few Eusufiyes may be tempted to Join his standard 
but no others from this quaner 

On the breaking up of the Durbar almost all of the Urbobs had 
private audiences with me assunng me of their devotion, and that 
at any moment they and all their retainers were at my call I applauded 
their loyalty and zeal and told them it should be remembered- One old 
Moollah of great repute told me his family conaisled of 20 stout men, 
whom I might consider entirely my own. 

Transacted business with Colonel Alla Singh, who brought me a 
letter from his father Sirdar Golab Slngb, reporting his intended speedy 
departure to join me. 

igih May — The weather has become so excessively hot that there 
Is no pleasure in nding out morning or evening 

A letter received last night from Captain Abbott mentions it had 
been reported that Goordut Singh s Mtssul of Ghorechurras, quartered 
at Puklee, had left their post and started for Mooltan 

Two men of Adyzyc the first march towards Kohaut, arc said to 
have quarrelled about a bullock, drew their swords and killed each 
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othei on the spot ; the friends of one on hearing of it attacked the family 
of the other and cut to pieces one woman and sa men , it is bootless lb 
ti}' and seize tliesc miscreants by any ordinary means, so I intend to 
watch my opportunity and cliapAiu the village , it is said to be able to 
turn out 10,000 matchlocks, and from its vicinity to the hills is the refuge 
of all the bad characters of the distiict , the Sikhs hold it in great terror. 

20th May j 8 ^S — Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, calling on me while 
receiving the lepoits of the troops, and most of the Commanding Officers 
being present, I took the opportunity to explain the contents of the 
Resident’s lettei, No 193 of the 15th instant, received last night, setting 
forth the proceedings in legard to the Queen-mother, etc., they all 
expressed their entire concurrence with the necessity which had arisen 
for her banishment from the Punjab and praised the forbearance which 
had hitherto been shown her and our present clemency 

In connection with this subject I may as well record that, I am 
told, several people recently arrived from Lahore, talking about the 
execution of Colonel Kahn Singh, say that for the last month of his life 
not a day or night passed that he was not closeted for hours with 
Raja Sherc Singh It is a well known fact that during the Raja's 
government of this Province he employed Kahn Singh m most confi- 
dential matters , indeed on my arrival, with Goordut Singh, Mujeetea, he 
might be said to share its rule 

Transacted business with Colonel Alla Singh. He has sentenced 
the two Ramgole sepoys mentioned in my Diary of the i6th as using 
seditious language, etc., to six months' imprisonment with hard labor in 
irons I have given the like punishment to a Hindostanee sepoy of 
Colonel Ram Sahaie's Corps guilty of a similar crime 

Hearing that Wuzeer Khan, Commandant of the Attock Artillery, 
has a brother in a confidential situation with Dewan Moolraj, I have 
directed him to proceed forthwith to Lahore , it would not do to return 
him to Attock I have promised that he shall have a fair hearing 

Reports are very prevalent of Raja Golab Singh’s being in daily 
correspondence with the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan I shall try and 
intercept some of the letters He is likewise said to have emissaries 
about tampering with the Sikh troops , they would seem decidedly to 

look to him for countenance, if not support 

62 
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I continue to receive moat friendly meaMgea from the Khybcr 
Chiefs, but merely give them verbal comphinentary repHea. 

All continuea quiet here and throughout the Province, though the 
Eusufiye Chiefs are not paying their revenue, and I feel assured are 
watching our proceedings towards MooUan moat attentively I hope to 
pay them off yet 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Pnytapal Asst to Oit Agtnlt G~G , N-IV F 


No 31 — PoUtloal I>iary of Major Goorg^e St- P Lawrence, 
Prinolpal Assistant to the A^nt to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawur.from Sun- 
day, the Slflt, to Saturday, the 27 th IVIay 1848 . 
ai&t May 184.8 — The Rsingole levies (450) I have enlisted marched 
this morning under Dhurrum Singb, Commandant, for Bunnoo each 
furnished with 20 rounds of ball ammuoition 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Sbtn sends some horsemen to see them 
through the Kobaut district 

Heard from Captain Abbott, who, among other rumors menbons 
that of the Cashmere ruler being In dolly correspondence with Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan 

22tul May — Jn consequence of the excessive heat, the troops par 
aded for inspecbon on their respective parades. 

General Elahee Bukah with all the officers attended at my quarters 
after parade and paid their respects. I bad the proclamation relative 
to the Queen mother’a deportation read to them , they all expressed 
ibdr enure approval of the measure. 

Transacted revenue matters with Colonel Alla Singh , wrote to the 
Eusufzye Khans to send In their assets quickly to prevent the neces- 
sity of my employing troops which I would rather avoid 

An extensive robbery took place in the city last night, In the bouse 
of Bheem Scln Duftry From the adjoining house a hole was made 
nto the room in which the DuBry kept hia valuables \ hla box was opened, 
and from it 3 OOO rupees worth of ornaments cxtractei^ Strange to say 
the under part containing money was untouched , the ^tSilce arc at work, 
tnd I trustlwjll succeed in finding out the perpetrator 
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2j}d May iS^S . — All the Colonels attended with General Elahee 
Buksli to make then lepoits and salams. 

Commenced the issue of four months’ pay to the Ghorechurras 
under Sirdar Kahn Singh, an older having ariived from the Durbar 
on the trcasur}' for 24>000 lupees to be disbursed on this account 

Heard fiom Captain Abbott that Sirdai Gooidut Singh’s Mtssul, 
reported to have left its post for Mooltan, had returned, pleading in 
excuse the oiders of their Chief and want of funds 

Yesterday was to have been our “ Ides of March,” the day named 
by Ramsay’s Fakecr as the pi opitious one for the troops to rise 1 The tale 
must have been like most others we hear meant to alarm us merely. 
The 26th IS the day Captain Abbott has heard named , it, I doubt not, 
will go off equally quietly. 

May , — In my Diary of the 19th I noted the murder of a woman 
and several men at the village of Adyzye and of my intention to 
chapaw it as the only means of seeming the murderers. 

For some days after the occurrence, the perpetrators had absconded, 
but finding no steps wcie taken against them they returned, and for 
three nights had small pickets tin own out to give intelligence of the 
approach of troops these were withdrawn on Monday night 

At an hour’s warning Lieutenant Nicholson marched last night 
with Uttui Singh’s Sikh Regiment, Ram Sahaie’s Poorbeahs, and the 
Sherc Diagoons, and 50 of the Jageer Horse, reached Adyzye at 
gun-fiie, surrounded the village and secured the murderers with the 
Chief Mulhk, and a quantity of arms , the surprise was so complete that 
no resistance was offered 

At two hours before daybreak I detached Colonel Ruttun Singh's 
Sikh Regiment, and the Khas Dragoons, with 100 Ghorechuri as, in 
support of the mam body, not that I apprehended Lieutenant Nichol- 
son had not force sufficient, but as a precautionary measure ; I also 
deemed it a good opportunity to feel my troops 

In all I succeeded to my utmost wish; the troops marched 
promptly and zealously, but Lieutenant Nicholson reports that the Sikh 
Regiment did not display their wonted activity in surrounding the 
village , while the Poorbeah Regiment exceeded his expectations 
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No 36 — PoUtloal Diary of Major George St, P Lawrence, 
Principal ABslatant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North Weat Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, theSrd, to Saturday the 9th September 1848. 
jrd Septtinber 1848 — Ordered the Troops Regular Raingolc and 
Ghorecfaurraa to parade to-morrorv m Review order as much to test 
their feeling as an3rthing else 

Directed the relief of the Dragoons on post escort duly between 
this and Attock 

The Governor and Deputy with several Colonels, were with me in 
the morning and evening At the lancr visit the Durbar’s punvannah 
was read comphmenting the o/Bcers and men on their good conduct 
and the rewards that would be the result. 1 requested that the same 
should be made known to the men 

/fih Septtnib^r —It rained heavily last night so I countermanded 
the parade for this tnortiing 

The Governor and Deputy with all the officers were with me 
this raomlng I have conSaed a Subed^ and six men returned from 
leaveof several Corps who acknowledged to have passed 12 or 14 days 
In Cbuttur Singh s camp They have evidently come primed to do mis 
chief 

Received a letter from Mr Ingram of the ist from Nara 
contents made known to the Resident in m} demi official of this date. 

Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan paid me a long visit this morning 
His alarm is almost as great as that of his brothers, he evidently thinks 
me Insane for remaining in this position, so near to the cantonment 

I told him to lea\e one of Ins sons ihat he might witness the 
bearing of the officers and troops, in making their daily reports This 
he did and I think was comforted 

At the suggestion of the Governor and Sirdar Kabo Singh I have 
sent for Goormukh Singh Tbanmdar they deeming that It was better 
he WAS out of Attock for the present than remain there rankling under 
the supposed affront of the Nltamoodowla being joined with him In 
the Thannadarslnp 

Rccei\-ed a long and Interesting letter from Lieutenant Herbert, 
who I doubt pot will gel on well In his important charge. 
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Rode with Lieutenant Bowie and Colonel Alla Singh m the 
evening thiough the city, where all looked as usual 

The reports continue of Sirdar Chuitur Singh’s intended move on 
Huzara. 

j/Zi Scptcmbei i8if.8 — Though the events of last night have already 
been repoi ted to the Resident m my official of this date, still I may here 
give them a brief record 

At 8 p.M Colonel Alla Singh came to me in a state of breathless 
alarm, and said that he had it from good authority that the Residency 
was to be attacked by two or more Sikh Regiments during the night; 
that his troop of Aitillery were first to be mustered, etc Close upon him 
followed the Governor, more cool and collected General Elahee Buksh 
of the Artiller}', Colonels Meer Jung Ah and Ameer Khan, on whose corps 
the Governor said we might rely, weie sent for, as likewise Colonels 
Melitab and Ruttun Singh, who command the two Sikh Regiments in 
the Alli Muidan cantonment 

The two first named Colonels were directed to get their corps 
under arms, and to detach a wing fiom each to take possession of the 
guns, which are on either flank of the cantonment , this they did quietly 
and promptly 

The two Sikh Colonels declared that their men could not be in the 
plot as all were asleep, which proved to be the case the Ai tillerymen 
were likewise found asleep, so that we had the agreeable assurance that 
the plot was not as yet general 

It was said to have originated in Colonel Qttur Singh’s Sika 
Regiment, located a mile on the east of the city Messengers returned 
from thence, and reported that that corps and the Khas Dragoons were 
getting under arms, and that an attempt had been made to possess 
themselves of Futteh Khan’s and Tara Singh’s guns (8)m that locality. 
Orders were sent to Colonel Ram Sahaie Singh to send a wing of his 
regiment (Hmdustanies) to piotec*- them, which was done without 
opposition, and Afghan vedettes were placed from the city to the canton- 
ment to give notice of any move in this direction 

Our precautions evidently alarmed the ill-disposed, for the night 
wore on, and all remained quiet 
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an early hoar the Governor assembled all the officers and after 
giving them much good and sound advice sent them to ascertain the 
feelings of their men by troops and companies. Towards noon they 
returned and reported that the plot was originated by 40 or 50 men of 
different corps Incited thereto by emissaries from Sirdar Cbuttur Singh, 
but that they had failed in making any impression on the bulk of the 
men, and that all expressed themselves willing that those who might be 
proved guilty should meet their descrlB. 

I had summoned during the night the Barukxyc Sirdars and 
Urbobs with their contingents The former joined me at sunrise and 
the rest during the day 

Sirdar Kahn Singh declared that the Ghorechurrfls only heard of 
the occurrences in the morning By his advice and that of Sirdar Golab 
Singh, I delayed briogiDg Futteh Khan s and Tara Singhs guns from 
their cautonment for the present lest a colhsioii might eusue. 

I am of opinion that none of the officers were concerned, and that 
all are most anxious to preserve the peace. 

Goormukh Singh, Thannadar of Atiock arrived to-day pursuant to 
my summons I gave him a khillut of five fxircJuu and expressed my 
satisfaction of his conduct, more particularly on the day Lieutenant 
Nicholson entered the Fort and told him that bis recall was merely a 
temporary measure he seemed well pleased 

Received letters from Lieutenants Nicholson and Herbert all well 
with them 

6ih Stftnnlxr 184.8 — The Governor, Deputy, and all the officers were 
with me Two men of Colonel Mchtab Singhs regiment deserted during 
the night and two or three of Uttur Singh s regiment suspected of being 
engaged In Inciting others have been put in irons 

I absuln from making much enquiry lest I should cause general 
alarm My getting the guns I can sec has had a great effect 

I liave about i 500 Mabomedans at and about my grounds, but 
keep them as much out of sight as possible, and hove directed the 
Barukxyc contingents to return to the Wuzeerec Bagh 

The sepoy a Sikh who ga\e intelligence of the plot I presented 
with 50 rupees and promoted to Naik 
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Wc have had no daks from Lahore for several days , Chuttur 
Singh has evidently cut them off 

Parades and drills ate going on as usual except with the Aitilleiy 
who only gi\e then hoises walking exercise 1 see the officers 
for the most part moining and evening, and to the Sikhs give every 
possible iusitllv, as they seem downcast 

ylh Septembn iS^S—UoXd my weekly Durbar of Urbobs, which was 
unusually Cl owded, all tendering unlimited service 

The Governor and Deputy with all the officers were with me as 
usual. 1 have deemed it necessary for the piesent to put a stop to all 
leave of absence and to people crossing the Attock 

Ram Dass, Duftry, said to have been seized by Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh, has ariived, and I am told that he spread the leport merely to 
blind me, having, of his own accoid, waited on the Sirdai and tendeied 
obeisance I have therefore suspended him and his son, Ajeet Smo-h 
pending enquiiy , it will be remembeied that I have long expressed 
dissatisfaction with these functionaries 

I have sent prisoiieis to Attock, the Subedais, Havildars, and four 
sepoys of different regiments 1 etui ned from leave, who admit they 
passed 10 or 12 days in Chuttur Singh’s camp; there is little doubt of 
their being emissaries cmpoweied to work mischief 

I hear daily from Lieutenant Herbeit, who is making himself most 
useful in Attock 

Lieutenant Nicholson reports having had another skirmish in the 
Margulla Pass, 111 which he lost six men killed and 18 wounded, and 
that he himself and Colonel Boodh Singh, Man, are among the latter, m 
the former are a Subedar and sepoy of my Levies, \^ ho are said to have 
behaved most gallantly 1 have stiongly advised him to avoid these 
collisions as much as possible , as he is not strong enough to succeed, 
better not try 

I was warned to-day that it is intended to shoot the Governor and 
myself as the only means of winning over the troops ; highly compli- 
mentary to us 1 

8th September — I sent an order this morning to Colonels Ruttun 
Singh, Kahn Singh, Rosa, and Uttur Singh, Man, to bring Futteh Khan’s 
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and Tara Singh s guns to General Elahee Bukah'a cantoument under 
escort of Ram Sahalc Singh a Regiment which I am happy to say was 
done, without a sign of opposibon from the Siths We may now 
consider ourselves pretty secure, at least for the present. 

I have intercepted a letter from Sirdar Chuttur Singh to Sirdar Sultan 
Mahomed calling upon him either to Join him himself or to send one of 
hi3 sons with troops , he states that he only waits for his arrival In 
Chuch to move on to attack Lahore, and that he is promised asaistance 
from Maharaja Golab Singh and the Sikh Force before Mooltan 

I had this letter conveyed secretly to Sultan Mahomed who received 
it with avidity asked many questions of the bearer, and told him to 
return In a day or two when he would give a verbal reply, it not being 
safe to write This has disturbed me a good deal, for hitherto I had 
considered that whatever might be his mclmadons, his interests bound 
him to us He has recently assembled a large force at Kohaut under 
the plea of repressing some riotous tenants this I have directed him to 
disband forthwith 

I find that three troops of ArtiUery are chiefly composed of Sikhs, 
I purpose draftmg half of them into the Infantry and supplying their 
place with Mahomedans and Hlndustanles. General Elahee Bukih and 
Colonel Alla Singh are anxious that this should be done. 

pih SepUttibrr 18^8 — I yesterday morning walked down the front of 
the Infantry lines and Inspected the guns In their three positions with 
the four companies of Infantry round each. Found all right. With 
Lieutenant Bowie rode through the aty m the evening 

The Governor and all the officers attended my morning Kutcherry as 
usual as did Sirdar* Kahn Singh and Peer Mahomed Khan Barukzye 
After the passing of mutual compllrocats, the latter asked to speak to 
me alone, when he be^ed that 1 would not attend to any reports I 
might hear against him but beheve that he was our most devoted. I 
repeatedly urged him to say why he deemed this caution necessary but 
could not gel him to do so There js evidently some mischief brewing, 
or why this anxiety to exonerate himself beforehand- 

intelligence from Cabul up to the 5th Instant contains nothing worth 
recording, except the messenger declares the Ameer fired a solute on 
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hearing that the British officers had fled from hence to Attock, where 
they had been killed, and the fort taken by the Sikhs 

The messenger who took Chuttur Singh’s letter to Sirdar Sultan 
Mahomed says that the verbal answer was this “ What you promised, 
you have not done ; what I wanted you to do, you have not done, 
I told you to come here, where if the tioops joined you we could soon 
settle matters our own way, and even if they did not, through the Sahib 
I could reconcile you to the Resident , this you have not done , therefore 
you and the Sahibs must settle matters as you best can ; I'll have 
nothing to say to them " 

Apparently all is quiet here 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Ass/ to the Agent, G ~G , N ~W F. 


No. 36.— Political Diary of Major Q-eorge St P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the G-ovemor- 
General, North-West Frontier at Peshawnr, from Sun- 
day, the 10th, to Saturday the 16th September 1848. 

joth Sepleniher 18^8 — The Governor and Deputy with several 
Colonels were with me for some time to-day Discussing the probability 
of Raja Deena Nath being able to arrange matters with Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh, if an unconditional indemnity for the past istc), all difficulty will 
be removed they think, but say, how can that be granted after uhat 
has occurred? 

We have received for the last two days the Lahore posts vid 
Find Dadun Khan, so are in hopes that they will now arrive regularly ; 
from what I can learn all our daks since the 28th have been cut off 

Lieutenant Herbert reports all right at Attock, and that Lieuten- 
ant Nicholson had proceeded to Huzara to assist Captain Abbott in 
opposing Sirdar Chuttur Singh, who was about to endeavour to extri- 
cate the garrisons of Huiripore and Gundea 

j I ih beptembn —The. i\oo^s were inspected on their respecthe 
parades by Commanding Officers 
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The Governor and Deputy with all the Colonels attended with the 
daily report of the force in the morning and most of them were again 
with me 10 the evening they seem to think they cannot corae too often, 
and though it interferes with bu mess I like not to object 

I 2 th SepUmbtr i8tf8 — Rode down the parade this morning, and 
saw Colonel Melitab Singh a Regiment go ihrough^iix or seven evolutions 
In the Fnglish mode which they performed very creditably but not with 
the spint they did when last I looked at them the men held down their 
heads as If a hamed of themselves 

The Governor and D puty with the Colonels and Commandants 
were vath me as usual A rumour has got abroad that the advanced 
tents of a Bntish Brigade bad reached the Jbelum would to God it was 
true I I said to the offitera that I had not heard of it but that if not 
there now 1 trusted they shortly would and then they would rejoice In 
their good conduct and lojalty 

My eyes are troubling me so much that I have been obliged to 
put myself into Mr nioropson s hands for treatment and I regret to say 
lieutenant Bowie is again laid up with fever so that we are rather an 
invalid pair 

Lieutenant Herbert wntes that he considers 200 more men are 
necessary for the gamson of Attock 

/7/A i 3 epUmb€r — The Governor and Deputy with Sirdar Kahn 
S\ngh Mujeetea and most of the officers were with me this mondog, 
and several again m the evening 

Accounts arrived from Lieutenant Nicholson of his Levies, and 
those of Captain Abbott having been defeated in the strongest pass In 
Hniara by birdar Chuttur Singh s troops 200 Eusufzyes and Peshaurees 
are described as to have been the cause from their flying from the 
centre of the line ere a shot was fired. Captain Abbott s men are said 
not to have appeared at all These arc the wretched materials these 
officers have been relying upon wonderful that they escaped with their 
lives TheTlundca Bngadc having thus been liberated have joined 
the Sirdar whose force now consists of 14 guns, and six regiments 
of infantry exclusive of Cavalry and people of the country, of 
Moolkias* 
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He gives out that he purposes marching on Lahore, but I am 
quite sure has no such intention; he will either invest Attock or take 
this diiection. 

I have sent 240 Pathans as reinforcement to Lieutenant Heibert 

I 

undei command of SyedjAyaoodeen, our pensioner, and have ordered all 
the boats, but two, to be aent down the nver to Futteh Khan, Tiwanah 
to assist m conveying gram to Mooltan, and to get them out of the way 
of the Sirdar and his rebel troops. 

Received an official reply, dated the 8th instant, from the Resident 
to my application of the ist and 2nd for British Troops, from which 
I learn that the Jullunder Brigade is ordered to hold itself in readiness 
to move at the shortest notice, and that a Light Brigade was preparing 
at Lahore to join it, on reaching Goojranwalla The Resident’s demi- 
official says, " We shall be strong in troops here in the course of a few 
weeks ” I Poor comfort to us, who require them now Where shall we 
be in a few weeks I 

We have received the daks pretty regularly for some days vtd 
Pmd Dadun Khan 

I ph September 18^8 — Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs They 
have heard of the bad conduct of their men with Lieutenant Nicholson, 
but appear to think little of it , they are not meant to cope with Regular 
Troops they say I am pretty confident that not a man of them is to be 
depended upon 

The Governor and Deputy, with the Colonels, attend as usual. 
The formei says he expects nothing from the deputation of Raja 
Deena Nath, who is said to have arrived at Rawul Pindee for the 
purpose of negotiating with Sirdar Chuttur Singh and the rebel troops 

I have written officially to Captain Abbott and Lieutenant Nichol- 
son directing them to thiow themselves with their establishments into 
the Foit of Attock, it being impossible they could do anything more 
in Huzara, and it being most likely that Chuttur Singh would lose no 
time in investing it. 

iph September. — I have carried out my intention of drafting a 
portion of Sikhs, from thiee troops of Artillery where they prepon- 
derate, into the Infantry, and supplying their places by Mahomcdans 

70 
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and Hinduatanies. This nionung I paraded 90 of thenii and, after ex 
plaining that their removal was merely a matter of expediency not 
caused by any mlsdenieanor, allotted them to the Sikh Corps. _One 
only apphed for his diachargc which I granted at once 

This measure IS decidedly unpopular, but It IS necessary and hence 
I take the nsk j these are not times to stand on tnDes 

All the reghnenta paraded for cxcra&e on their respective parades 
The state of my eyes prevented my seeing them , I am ordered not to 
expose them to the sun. 

After consulting the Governor, Sirdar Golab Singh, I have directed 
the Barukzye birdara to proceed with all the men they can collect, and 
oppose Chuttur Singh across the Indus It ia not unlikely that they may 
join hia etandard , If they do their jageers will aid the embarraaaed 
exchequer, and at any rate it is better to have them as open foes than 
doubtful fnends 1 

There are rumors that the Ameer of Cabul intends availing hlnuelf 
of the present disturbed state of afairs to make an effort for the recoveiy 
of this Province, but I do not credit them Whatever his inclinations 
may be he has too much sense to come ag:ajQ Into collision with us It 
however Is true that he has of late been paying more attenhon to the 
muster and payment of his troops than hitherto, which may have 
given rise to the reports 

Received a note from Mr Cocks oftbeiith instant, up to which 
date no troops had moved from JuUunder or Lahore for this -quarter 
The old Governor can I make it out at all 

i 6 ih September The Governor with all the Colonels and 

Commandants waited 00 me as usual both in the moming and evening 

I have directed Lieutenant Herbert to keep only three boats at 
Attock and to send all the rest to FuUeh Khan, Tiwanah, to load irlth 
grain and send to Mooltan It will keep them out of the hands of 
Chuttur Singh, who will be considerably puzzled to transport his troops 
to this side of the river, should It be his intention to do so , my n^lmcnts 
too will sec that («c). 

By way of showing the Sikhs that I have not lost confidence in them 
I have got a company of Ruttun Singh a regiment on duty at my real" 
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dcncc, who funush Uic scniiics on the treasure and dwelling house 
It is doubtless lunning a nsk, but I think a necessary one, and will have 
a good effect 

The district is pci fcclly quiet, and 1 never had my oiders moie 
promptly oi zealously executed 

From Cabul I have no recent intclhgcnce, though the lumors still 
picvail that the Amcci meditates taking advantage of the state and 
feeling of the Sikh arm}. I iiowever believe it not, and sleep quite 
comfortably 

Geo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnuapnl Asst, to the Agent, G.~G , N.-W F. 


No 37.— Political Diary of Major Q-eorge St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sun- 
day, the 17th, to Saturday, the 23rd September 1848. 

lyth Septembe} iS^S — The Governor and Deputy with all the 
Colonels were with me as usual Purwannas from the Durbar arnved 
to the Governor and officers appioving of their conduct, these I have 
ordered to be read to their men on parade to-morrow. 

I have countermanded the march of the Barukzye Siidars, finding 
they really had no troops on whom they could depend. 

jSth Septembef — The troops paraded foi inspection in their 
respective cantonments, when the Durbai’s purwannas were lead to 
them, in presence of the Governoi , all seemed much pleased and 
expressed then devotion to the State 

The Governoi and officers, aftei the parade, paid then respects, 
and while sitting with me the post brought the Resident's letters of 
approval of the conduct of the force, which appeared to gratify them 
much. 

Lieutenant Heibert reports a melancholy accident, with loss of 
life of 14 men, on the river Attock, one a Seigeant of the Sapper 
and Miner Corps It seems he was sent with 4 or 5 Sappers and 60 
Pathans by Captain Abbott to the Fort of Attock the boat struck on 
the rocks and foundered ; the Sergeant was taken up to the Fort, 
but the vital spark had fled. 
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Sfptanbtr jSjfS — Wilh Lieutenant Bowie I rode to Suchet 
bjngh a cantonment and through the lines of the Khas Dragoons and 
Uttur Smgh s Sikh Regiment 

The Governor and officers were with me as usual Shortly after 
they left, the Lahore post brought a letter from the Resident giving 
an account ot a victory gained by our troops over the Mooltan 
rebels and a purwanna from the Durbar directing a Royal Salute 
to be fired, which I had done from three posts — the Cantonment Fort, 
and Gor Khuttry — and directed the cause to be explained to the troops 

Some of the townspeople wished to illuminate but I told them 
to wait till the victory was complete by the fall of the aty and fort 
which might now be shortly expected, 

20lh StpttmbeT. — Rode through the city and round by the can 
tonmenls \ saw the Shere Dragoons at exercise. 

Lieutenant Bowie visited the fort to serve out ordnance stores 

My eyes were so bad to day that I was obliged to get Lieutenant 
Bowie to write my letters, nding in the morning did them no good 

A note from the Resident roenlions that Chultur Singh s younger 
soTis Autsr and Tej Singh, were expected at Lahore not at all likely 1 

I have received an answer from Raja Dccna Nath to my two 
letters He says he finds his deputation to be a failure , that Sirdar 
Chultur Singh has no idea whatever of coming In , be tborcforc wishes 
to know what I would recommend his doing to which I replied 
either join Lieutenant Nicholson or return to Lahore 

I have directed Lieutenant Herbert to pass on 400 or 500 leave 
of absence men who have been detained for some time at Rawul 
Pindee, and are said to have been bought over Though this is not 
unlikely still I think it better they should join, for were I to prevent 
them, they would of course consider they were at liberty to offer their 
services to the Sirdar and their brethren here would have good 
grounds of complaint against me. Of the two evils therefore, I think 
I have chosen the least 

The Governor and all the officers were with me as usual morning 
and evening 
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2 1 st Scptciiibci iSifS — Rode thiough the city in the morning and 
home hy the paiades, wlieie I found the drills going on as of old 

Held my weekly Durbai of Uibobs, at which the Governoi, 
Siidai Kahn Singh, and all the officeis attended 

I find I have omitted to mention that on the 19th, pursuant to the 
Resident’s and Duibar’s oiders, I caused Royal Salutes to be fired 
from the Cantonment, the Foit, and Goi Khuttry, in honor of the 
victoiy gained at Mooltan by our tioops over the rebels 

Sent 100 Baiukzye Hoise, undei one of Sultan Mahomed’s sons, 
to leinfoice Lieutenant Nicholson. 

22nd Stptcmbc) — The Officeis and Goveinoi attended as usual 

Received intelligence from Mr. Inglis of the defection of Raja 
Shere Sing and the Sikh Sirdais, directed the Dak Moonshee to keep 
back all letteis foi some days 

1 he Lahoie Akhbar contains a full account of it , this too, I iiave 
suppressed, only telling the Governor and his son the news Though 
staitling, it has in no way sui prised us, fot we have long expected some 
such, and the only wonder is that it did not orcui befoie 

1 stait Mrs Lawrence and the childien to-night under a stiong 
Afghan escoit, for Lahoie, Kohaut and Ghebe Sirdai Sultan 
Mahomed sees hei acioss the Indus, and thence his eldest son, “ Kwaja 
Mahomed,” pioceeds on with her, he lejoining me , during his absence 
his son “Zukereea Khan ” remains as a hostage with me. 

Sirdar Golab Singh begs me stiongly to urge on the Resident the 
expediency of not only immediately confiscating all the estates, 
jageers, and property of the rebel Sirdars, but the seizure and impris- 
onment of then families, half measures, he says, will no longer do 

2j^d ScptemU) — My family staitcd last night with Sirdai Sultan 
Mahomed and a laige escort , then depaituie caused a gieal stir in the 
city, the lU-disposed giving out that Lieutenant Bowie and I had 
likewise gone To counteiact this, we rode through the chief streets, 
and on to Suchet Singh’s cantonment ; it was amusing to see how wc 
were staled at 
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Mrs Thompson, not being m travelling condihon, did not 
accompany my wife. 

The Governor and all the officers with many Urbobs were 
with me as osual, the latter volunteenng aervice 

Received a letter of lyih instant from Lieutenant Taylor 
in which he gives an account of the defection of the Sikhs and of 
his having been directed to join Lieutenant Edwardee decidedly a 
Judicious move 

The necessity of raising the siege of Mooltan, and the continued 
delay In troops advancing on this quarter is likely to damage ua much 
Our prospects of keeping this force In hand mainly depend on 
the movements of Sirdar Chuttur Singh. Should he invest Attocb or 
cross the nver, it IB impossible to hope the Sikh Regiments will stand 
fast but should he proceed towards MooUan or Lahore we may 
possibly for some time longer keep them to their allegiance 

Colonel Ameer Khan tells me that his Regiment CNujeebs), 
espreaa themselves much hurt at my sending my family away, as It 
evinced want of confidence in them, to which I replied that he might 
assure them that my motive was to render myself unshackled, bo that 
1 might stick to them as long as they stuck to me 

A news-letter from Cabul to the iSth instant contains nothing 
beyond the reported destruction of 400 Kaxelbash Horse and Fool 
in the Hatara country where they were collecting revenue. They 
had incautiously separated into small parties which were attacked by 
the people, and all cut to pieces only ten men escaping to tell the 
talc The Ameer Is represented os determined to bitterly avenge 
them without delay and was collecting every disposable man to send 
to Bamian for that purpose 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, AIajor, 
Prtnapal Asst to the Agent G G , N 'W F 

No 88,— Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrenoe, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawur, from Sun 
day, the 24th, to Saturday the 30th September 1848. 
2^h September 18^8 — Witli Lieutenant Bowie rode through the 
city in the morning and evening to show oursdves as it was indus- 
triously given out by the ill-disposed that we had fled to Attock 
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Lnsl niglil a •^cpoy of Ram Saliaic's Nujccbs was muidcrcd within 
lOD yard‘d of m> compound and of then Slnndnid guaid, it seems be 
left lu'' guaid two horns bcfoic daybicak, and was pci forming the 
oHiccs of natuio. when he was cut down , he must liavc badl}' w'oundcd 
one of his nssnilnnls, foi I ti.iccd the blood foi a mile in the diicction of 
tlic\dhgcol Nutteh I olleicd a icwatd of lOO lupccsfoi iheappiehen- 
sion, on toinuUon of the muidercis (.s/c), foi scvcial must have been 
concerned. 

Rccci\td a Icttci of the 20 lh instant fiom the Resident, fiom wdiich 
I icgict to see tliai it will sidl be a long time bcfoic we may hope to see 
Hniish 1 loops ei OSS the )hclum 

jy/A — '1 he Hoops paiadcd on then icspcctive pa- 

rades 1 deemed it piudent not to ha\c a gcneial paiade, fiom the 
necessity of proteeting the guns, ovci which 1 still keep 12 companies 
of Inlanti} 

With Lieutenant Bowie I 1 ode down the lines and home tluough 
the eit} 'Ihe aiiillciy lioiscs wcic out at skeleton dull. 

i he Govcinoi and .dl the ofllccis attended as usual to pay 
their icspeetsand make then lepoits. 

Sndar Zukeicca Khan, son of Sultan Mahomed Khan, has taken 
up his icsidcnce in my giounds considcung himself as a hostage lor the 
safe aim al of my family at Lahoie, he is a smart, intelligent young 
man 

1 am icjoiccd to heat fiom Mr Inglis that the Fort of Govindghur 
is gai risoncd by Biitish 1 loops 1 he old Goveinoi some time since told 
me to stiongly uigc us immediate occupation on the Resident , it would 
seem w'C have not been a bit too soon about it, this will be a consider- 
able damper to the rebel cause 

Ihe eompany on duty at my quaiteis from Colonel Ruttun Singh's 
Regiment has been iclieved by one fiom Mehtab Singh’s (SikhJ Coips 

261/1 ScplemOc} ^Rode with Lieutenant Bowie tluough the city 
moi ning and evening 

Ibe Governor and all the officers withSiidar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, 
were with me as usual, last evening and this moinmg 1 caused to be 
lead to them three Robakaiees from the Resident in the matter ot the 
detection of Raja Sheie Singh and the force under his command. Ihey 
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exhibited no surprise, and judging their countenances it seemed to 
make no impression on them the Robakaree 'inuouncing that the 
posts of the rebel officers should be filled up by the promotion of those 
who remained staunch gave evident satisfaction 

I have commenced the issue of pay to the leave-of absence men 
taking a corps each morning this will occupy eight or ten days, I will 
then disburse to the troops by wings so that ere many have been paid 
we shall be able to see what Chutlur Singh s plans are and the troops 
will know that all will get in time 

I sent Colonel Alla Singh to Sirdar Peer Mahomed In the Doaba to 
commit to his charge all the boata od the Lundee or Cabul nver so as 
to prevent their falling into the hands of the enemy the Sirdar readily 
undertook the charge and has secured them efifcctually 

Stptiuxbcr 18^8 — With Lieutenant Bowie I rode to the fort to 
serve out powder and lead to send to Captain Abbott In Muzara 

The Governor and all the officers were with me morning and 
evening The Proclamauon of the Durbar confiscating the estates of the 
rebel Sirdars seems to have disturbed them much as each have relahvca 
among them 

Reports are rife that the troops at Bunnoo have murdered Futteh 
khan Xlwanah and Colonel John Holme* The dak from that quarter 
has been stopped for some days but I cant place credence in the 
rumors which have been doubtless spread by some sowars of Sirdar 
Syed Mahomed Khan who have rcccutly returned from Mooltan, 
whether with leave or without I can t ascertain Ihe^ having brought 
me no letter Sirdar Sultan Mahomed 15 said to have stopped many of 
them at KobauL 

Lieutenant Nicholson writes that Chuttur Singh's son Autar Singh 
hid met with a repulse at the village of Sandpore where he had endeav 
cured to make collections many of bis people were killed and he forced 
to fly A few such affairs would damage his cause greatl3 

2Sth Stpiember — With Licuteuant Bowic rode Uirougli the city to 
the parade ground of Suchet Singhs cantonment, on which I found 
Colonel Uliur Singhs Regiment of lafaotry and the two Dragoon Corps 
nt exercise. I sau each go through several manoeuvres whicli they did 
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cictlitnl)!y I lodc in ninoiig^ the i/inks of tlic Cnvalry several times 
to put them right, which seemed to amuse tlicinj it shows that at any 
rate they have no designs against me foi they might have easily captured 
me. 


Held my weekly Dm bar of Urbobs and gentry, which was 
numcioiislj attended} the Go\crnor and all the officers being present 

I )n\c rcccncd offers of assistance in men fiom sevcial Khyber 
Cliicf':, winch 1 lia\c declined 

3Qlh Srplcntho iS/S . — With Lieutenant Bowie rode through the 
cit} A distui bailee took place dm ing the night among some of the Khut- 
tiics in which one of the fhannadars was stiuck, I caused 15 of tlie 
piincipal men engaged in it to be seized, and fined them pretty 
sc\crcli ; they aic evidently bitten by the revolutionary mama. 

Colonels Bhaug Singh and Uttur Singh, Man, brought me a letter 
from their relative Colonel Bhoop Singh, in wdiich lie says that he is most 
anxious to join me with foui or five officeis, if I can give him a promise 
of indemnity for the past , tliat he had been forced into rebellion by the 
troops instigated by Colonels Bahadoor Singh and Richpaul Singh 
Considciing it of first-i ate importance to bicak the rebel ranks, and 
that the ariival of so many officers w^ould Jiave a good effect on my own 
force, I hesitated not at once to give a piomise of pardon to all who 
might come in, piovidcd they had not been acccssoiies to the murder of 
Commandant Canara 

Lieutenant Nicholson has long urged me to send him a troop 
of Auillcry to strengthen Attock, but considering that in the present 
feveush state of the troops the despatch of guns might bring on a 
collision, which hitherto has been happily avoided, I declined. The 
Governor however telling me to-day that 1 might do so without danger, 

I have ordered offFutteh Khan’s troop, all Mahomedans, with five guns, 
they stait at 2 A m. under escort of two companies of Ram Sahaie’s and 
two of Mahomedan Ramgoles, with too Khyberees General Elahee 
Buksh and Colonel Ruttun Singh will accompany them six or seven 
miles, and see them well past Uttur Singh’s Sikh Regiment, which is the 
most doubtful of all my force It will be a good test if they stand it j 
however, nothing risk, nothing gam is my motto 

71 
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jolh SepUiuber 184.8 — I am happy m being able to record that the 
troops marched as directed without the slightest opposition^ though it 
must have been very galling to the Sikhs to see them pass, knowing 
they were to be used against their countrymen The old Governor I 
find went a considerable distance with them This troops march Is a 
gratifying proof that whatever their inclinations may be I have still the 
soldiery in hand and If our troops are only moved up to the Jhclum 
within the next 20 days this fine force of nearly 9 000 men, with 
30 guns and no less than nine forts may be held to their allegiance, no 
inconsiderable matter I should ihiok when it Is considered that these are 
by far the best disciplined and appointed troops in the Khalsa army 

The Governor and officers were with me as usual General 
Elahee Buksh and Colonel Ruttun Singh returned at ioa-m I must say 
that all the officers appear most anxious to keep their troops to their 
allegiance To encourage them in doing this I have told them that I 
would beg the Resident to suspend for one month proceeding against 
the families of their next of km who have joined the rebel cause to give 
them time to recall them to their duly they naturally say if their sons 
and brothers wives etc are disgraced, the shame falls equally on them, 
and if so, wbat object have they m remaining staunch 

I have no intelligence from the west Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan 
IS trying hard to get my sanction to his remaining at Kobaut, with the 
ostensible view of coerang the people of Illaqua Tehrce but I have 
told him that he must postpone l!us to a more propitious season, that 
just now he must remain with me 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major 

Pnuapal As^ to iht Agent G G ^ N W F 


No S9 —Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assiatant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawur, from Sun 
day the 8th, to Saturday the 14th October 1848. 

Sth October 1S4S — Paragraphs ist, 2nd 3rd and 41U — Destro3'cd 
and effaced 

^th October — Last evening the Governor sent to me to say tlial 
It would be better to countermand the parade for to-morrow, as he had 
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bcaicl that some of the icginicnls intended to take the oppoi tunity to 
make a lUsh upon the guns , the otdcis wcie accoidingl}^ issued. 

Tluee lioops of Ailillei^' leccived pa}' this moining, theie is ^ 
good deal of talk among the men ns to my doling it foith so leisuiely ; 
some say it is on account of the pio\imiiy of Chullui Singh, others 
that Iloondics from Lahoie having f.iilcd to aiiivc I am liying to raise 
cash in the ba 7 ai ; at any into, say they, we shall get it m the long 
run, which the ii oops on the othci side of the watei can’t expect to do. 

Lieutenant Bowie lodc to the Goi Khulliy and Fort to serve 
out ammunition and stoics 

Lctlcis fiom Cliuttui Singh to the officcis calling on them to join 
him aiii\c houily Gcncinl Elahcc Buksh sent me one just now to Ins 
address and that of Colonels Mcci Khan and Men Jung Ah , the messen- 
gci I have confined and feel disposed to make an example of, but am 
dctcircd Ic'^t it should pic\cnt others being sent me. 

Colonels Kahn Singh and Utlui Singh have accounted foi their 
absence fiom my Durbai on Satin day evening on the plea of being 
intoxicated and the formci looks as if he had been drinking hard I 
ha\c given them their khilluts, though they little descive them Uttur 
Singh read me the answei he has received fiom Colonel Bhoop Singh, 
which is that ns Chutlui Singh intends to maich on Pcshawur it would 
be bcttci he should lemain iviih him foi the present, the fact of 
he expects in the next 10 01 15 days 
are in motion 01 not “ Reports aie abioad that Lieutenant 

Nicholson IS gone to Lahore I trust it is so, foi we are anxious about 
him, not having had a line since the ist The Goveinor, Deputy and 
all the Colonels weie with me this morning with the daily leports and 
in my room attached then seals to a letlei to Sirdai Chuttur Singh 
telling him that if he could pioduce to them Dhuleep Singh’s or 
the Durbar’s warrant for his pioceedings, 01 if he would go and 
possess himself of Lahore and Umritsur, that they would hold this 
Province for the Sirkar, but that to give up to the Mahomedans what 

had cost the Khalsas so much blood and tieasuie merely on his bare 
word they would on no account do Siidai Kahn Singh and all the 
Ghorechurra officers with the Barukzye Sirdars added then seals , we 
shall see what the reply will be 

lOth October 18^8.— took ou i usual ride this morning 


* Manuscript incomplete 
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The Governor, Deputy and all the Officers attended with the usual 
report* 

3rd paragraph — Destroyed and effaced 

liih Ociober 184.8 — Last night the Governor awoke me to tell me 
that it hfld been reported to him that Mehtab Singh s regiment intend- 
ed to march during the night all were on the alert for some hours, but 
It turned out a false alarm. In the morning the Colonel and all the 
Subedars waited on me and complained indignantly at the report against 
the regiment, requesting that the man who told the Governor should 
be punished 1 applauded their just indignation and said Investigation 
should be made 

The Governor Deputy and most of the Colonels attended Kahn 
Singh, Rosa, of the Khas Dragoona Is again recusant, saying he is 
afraid to attend my Durbar lest I should impnson him. The Governor 
sdU advises me not to appear to notice it, which goes much against 
the grain 

We have had no accounts of or from Lieutenant Nicholson which 
rather alarms us He was last heard of near Find Dadun Kban 

fhe boats on the Lundee or Cabul nver I have had collected and 
placed under charge of Sirdar Peer Mahomed, whom I hold responsible 
for their safe keeping Sent my Head Moonshec out this morning to see 
that he was present and had a good guard over them, for Chuttur Singh 
would give much to get hold of them The Moonshec reports that 
they are all right, but rather loosely guarded. 

12th Octobtr — Held my weekly Durbar of Urboba and officers 
Reports are rife of our troops Iiaving marched from Lahore towards 
the Jhelum, and It Is said to have caused the rebels to move their camp 
from Shumshabad towards Huzroo Autar Singh writes to bis father 
not to waste his time on the Indus but to make the best of his way 
towards Lahore. Colonel Alla Singh tells me to mention to the Resident 
to ha\o a good watch kept at Jullunder on the Sodees that Baba 
BlcLrara Singh will do all the mischief he can It Is already reported 
here that he is up in arms and defeated our troops. The latter report 
is false 

3rd paragraph— Destroyed and effaced 

/y/A Odoher 1 8 48 — ut and 2ad paragraphs — Deslroycdand effaced 
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It IS 'With deep regret I have to lecord the murder at Bunnoo of 
Futteh Khan, Tiwanah, \\hich is reported to have occuiied eight days 
aftei that of Colonel Holmes Foi half that period they got a scanty sup- 
ply of water, which failing, the men with him m twos and threes let 
themselves down by ropes among the Sikh troops, who meiely disarmed 
them , last of all Futteh Khan followed, but with three or four of his 
followeis was immediately cut to pieces Fortunately his son had pro- 
ceeded a short time previously to join Lieutenant Nicholson with some 
horse, and so has escaped. The force is said to be still at Bunnoo 
and undecided whethei to move towaids Mooltan 01 Attock , they have 
sent parties to bung in the tieasure fiom Lukkee, which had arrived for 
the pay, and to Esa Khail to take possession of the boats and gram 
collected there by the poor Khan 

j/fih October 18^8 — I have not ridden out for a day 01 two in 
consequence of hearing that it was plotted by some of the Colonels to 
waylay and either seize or muider us As the execution of such a plot 
would naturally create a not, I deemed it as well to keep to the 
Residency grounds. 

The Goveinor and several of the officers attended as usual | 
the absentees aie the disaffected The Goveinor still advises biding our 
time m regaid to them, which I have agreed to do though not in accoid- 
ance with my own views He tells me that ^Chuttur Singh has sent 
his swoid and head-dress to Sirdai Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, invoking 
him by them and all he hold's sacred to join his cause 1 he Sirdar asked 
what he should do Give him a diiect refusal,’' replied Pohvindea, “ for 
IS not his weakness apparent when he is so abject in thus applying " 
This was accordingly done. 

I have no recent news from the west 

Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Piincipal Asst to the Agctit, G -G , N-IV. F 

jfo. 40.— Political Diary of Major G-eorge St. P. Lawrence, 

Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 

General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sun- 
day, the 15th, to Saturday, the 21st October 1848. 

i^th Oclobc} j8p.8 — The Governor with a few of the Colonels 
waited on me with the daily reports 





PESHAWUR POUTICU. DIARIES ilfS, 


I regret to record that it is bruited abroad that I cannot depend on 
the Mussulman or Nujeeb Corps, for that, should the Sikhs attempt to 
take ihc guns, they wiU not oppose them, this is a bad look out still 
I mil not despair and give them a trial at any rate 

/(5/A Odober j8^8 — The troops were inspected on their respective 
parades by their Colonels the Cavalry and Artillery dismounted 

The Governor Deputy with Sirdar Kahn Singh and all the Colonels 
but Kahn Sing Rosa waited on me with the daily reports Alla Singh 
mentions that Colonels Mehtab Singh Ram Singh, Kahn Smgh Rosa 
and Rhaug Singh are conspiring together for mischief Ram Smgh Is my 
Tahseeldar and lues m the Gor Khuttry I have ordered him to change 
quarters into my compound and have had the treasure chest moved into 
the fort. 

Despatched a Havildor of Ruttun Singh’s Corps as a cotsid with 
letters to the Resident he promises to reach in six days and return 
In a like number I once more represented the necessity for the 
advance of our troops if it was considered desirable that this force 
should continue m allegiance 

The Khos Dragoons and Ullur Smgh s Regiment are reported to 
have packed up and got nd of their extra aUa ready to move to night , 
that Chutlur Smgh wrote them till they made one march he would not 
believe they intended to join him the Governor has sent for the 
Colonels to talk to them 

/y/A Oclobtr — Lieutenant Bowie rode to Suchet Smgh 8 cantonment 
and found Uttur Smghs regiment at cxcrase saw them go through 
some manceuvTCS , the order for march ecenis to have been postponed 
Colonels Mehtflb Singh Uttur Smgh and Bhaug Smgh last night took 
Iheir oaths before the Governor that they would prove faithful 

Colonel Alla Smgh brought Kahn Singh, Rosa to me, who says that 
his only reason for absenting himself arose from fear he Is of course 
aware that his evil designs are known, and therefore dreads my seizing him 
The Governor and ofTicers were with me morning and eienlng os 
usual the former with Sirdar Kahn Singh has written to Sirdar Chutlur 
Singh that he need not think to gel this force to join him, so that he Is 
only losing his lime m waiting We have arranged that the Colonels 
shall daily write in pairs similar letters 
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Sudar Sulian Mahomed Khan being slow in furnishing the Horse 
and Foot I ordered, I sent my Moonshee to tell him that he would only 
injuie himself by so acting , that he must either be with me or against 
me, no middle course would do, and that he must not fancy I should, in 
acting, take into any consideration his havingimy family in his_ hands , 
that I should do my duty in all respects, without reference to them 

i 8 lh October iS/fS — Lieutenant Bowie rode to the fort and through 
the city. 

Colonel Ruttun Singh’s Sikh Regiment were paid yesterday and 
to-day. I took the opportunity to explain to them that up to the present 
I was well pleased with them, and that if they continued thus true to 
their salt, they should benefit by the pi emotions consequent on the 
misconduct of the other corps 

An answer has arrived from Sirdar Chuttur Singh to the letter from 
.the Siidar and officers, m it he takes no notice of then demand for a 
sight of his orders from the Mahaiaja foi the nature of his present 
proceedings, etc., but says what he is doing is foi their lehgion , that if 
they have any regard for it, or for the Khalsa salt they have so long 
eaten, they should show it by joining him 

ihe Bunnoo troops are said to be diiected to maich on Wuzeerabad, 
where the rebels purpose concentrating their forces I have written to 
Colonel Bishen Singh, Raja lej Singh’s relative, that if he likes to 
separate his regiment i^Mahoraedans) from the rest and join me, 1 shall 
be happy to receive him 

iptli October — I am trying to drill 200 Afghan horse that 1 have 
enlisted as a personal escort , my Pathan Regiment, five companies of 
which are here and three at Attock, are getting on well. In addition 
to them I have assembled about 2,000 matchlockmen exclusive of those 
the Barukzyes may bring. I should like to get the guns into my 
compound, but this the Goveinor objects to, saying it would disgust the 
regiments in charge ol them 

Held my weekly Durbar of Uibobs and gentry, which is now a 
matter of form, as they all come to my daily Durbar They seem 
most anxious to please me, but I can see have little confidence in their 
people being able to oppose the Sikhs, their hourly enquiry is, “why do 
not your troops advance ? 
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Yesterday we were deHghted at the arrival of four daks from 
Lahore thinking that they would gi\e us the long hoped for intelligence 
of the advance Our disappointment was bitter on reading a note from 
the Resident full of sympathy and anxiety for us, but saying ‘ I am 
powerless to send troops Why he should be so we cannot understand, 
with the army that now IS at Lahore Feroxepoor and its vicinity I find 
it most difficult to reply to the Governor’s anxious enquiries as to when 
he may hope for aid from our Government he evidently begins to look 
upon himself as sacnficed. The gloomiest day has some light hearing 
from Mr Ingbs that Lieutenant Nicholson bad reached Ramnugger 
en routt to Lahore, gave us a gleam of hope, as we trust that his repre- 
sentations will do what all our wnbng has failed in doing t;e> cause a 
speedy advance of British Troops for no one can know better than he 
the absolute necessity of it. 

I hear that the Sikh Regiments have resolved on starting to join 
Cbuttur Singh as soon as Uttur Singhs Corps have received their pay 
they seem not to consider how they can cross the Indus without boats 
or rafts. I understand they are to take me with them if they can, and 
have made the Sirdar promise not only not to injure but to cause me to 
be conveyed to Lahore. 

30 lh October 184.8 — The Governor and all the officers waited on me 
with the dally reports, the disaffected Colonels omong the number 
Hearing that one of them had ndden to the Cabul nver to look for a ford, 

I have written to Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan to have the boats removed 
higher up the river to a point where the Sikhs will be afraid to go after 
them 

Lieutenant Herbert wntesfrom Attock that he hears the rebel force 
under Chultur Singh attacked the previous day Captain Abbott’s position 
at Nara, and were repulsed with considerable loss , if this be true it 
may be of use to us 

I am now issuing the pay to two companies daily to make It lost 
longer this of course is not pleasing to the men, but ’tis necessary 
Hearing that a Sikh calling himself a disciple of Bhaie Maharaj had 
nmved with a warrant calling on ali good Sikhs to attend to his 
•umraons and that he was located in Uttur Singhs lines, I directed the 
Governor either to have him selied or turned out he was lodged in the 
fort during the night but os yet I have not been able to get the warrant' 
which, of course, is a forgery 
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2is( Oclobn 1S4.8 . — Lieutenant Bowie rode to the fort to serve out 
stores, and my Moonshee took out my escort to drill. 

The Govei noi and Deputy with Sirdar Kahn Singh and most of the 
Colonels waited on me as usual with the daily reports. Colonel Kahn 
Singh, Rosa, was absent 

Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan repoits having moved the boats as 
directed. 

I completed this morning the issue of pay to Mehtab Singh’s 
Regiment. 

At m3' evening Durbar I held out hopes of being able to get by 
Hoondie pay for the tioops for the two months already due, which 
would be in process of issue ere long I also said that if any corps 
mutinied I should hold the officers answerable, as till they gave the 
impulse, the men I knew would not move ; this caused some of the 
Colonels to look rather blue. 

As Sirdar Sultan Mahomed had not been near me for some time I 
sent for Inm ; he is as full of professions as ever, but their sincerity I 
greatly doubt, and am sure that if Chuttur Singh crossed the river he 
would join him I took the opportunity of his being with me to muster 
my levies to the amount of 2,600 men, so that he might see I was 
independent of his aid I I fancy he thinks he has me entirely m his 
powei 'in having my family, but I hope to sliow him his mistake ere 
long 

I am happ3' here m being able to record that though the 2,600 
men now living in my compound are from all the tribes, many deadly 
enemies of each other, not a theft or brawl has occurred, a thing quite 
unprecedented in the annals of Peshawur. I have men from the Khyber, 
Afreedees, Ourakzyes, Janakorees, Kohauttees, Momunds, Khulleels, 
Daoudzyes, Kuttuckees, Eusufyes and even to Swat and Boonayr The 
Urbobs declare they should have thought it impossible that I could so 
have got the better of them , for the first night or two they screamed 
and yelled as is their custom in war, but ceased immediately I ordered 
them ; the Sikhs cannot understand it 

The district is perfectly tranquil , from 2,000 tO' 3,000 Eusufzyes 
under their Khans are watching the movements of the rebels on the 

72 
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opposite side of the rfver, in conjunctton with Colonel Dhun Raj and 
three companies of Ramgolea The Bunnoo force Is said to be marching 
on Wuteerabad- I am. sure I hope bo, and wish Chuttur Smgh would do 
the same. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major, 
Pnnapal Asst to Ou A^tnt G G , N W F 


Famts of Sikh Offictra tn the Ptshawur Rfgtnunls which muttmed on 
the October 184.8 


Colonel Kahn Singh Rosa and son, 
CQmmhnd&nt Sahih Singh, Pooh 

, Mirza Rahmutoola Putta, 
Adjutant Ruttun Singh, Kihava 
Major Jownhm Smgh, 

Colonel Bhflug Smgh Man, 
Commandant Tbakoor Smgh Serbia 
Gopal Smgb, Jummoo 
Adjutant Jode Smgh, 

FuUeh Siogb Kang 
Major Ummur Singh. 

Colonel Mehtab Smgh Moraria. 
Commandant Ram bingh 

„ Bugwan Singh Jubel 
Adjutant Julia Smgh Jumsherc. 

Colonel Ruttun Singh Man, with me. 
Commandant Lehna Singh his son not 
Adjutant Soojan Singh Baporaiia, 
Colonel Uttur Singh, Man 
Commandant Gehar Smgh Doaba 
Asaah Singh Pudree 


1 


^Khfls Dragoons. 


) 


Shere Dragoons 


with me 


Adjutant Pert»b Singh Man, Bhang Singh a son Ramgole Adjutant 
Hcera Singh Doaba Ghorechurra Rumma Singh, Bahadoornuggur, 
all hi8 Misttd. 


All the famtUea should be at once sciaed , Jageen confiscated 

Geo. St P LAWRENCE Major 
Prmapat Ami it, the Agent, G G ,N W F 


Pnrnol u ih. Eamrec ma< bjr fjo L., ,, ia 
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p. 160j airlral of a Sikh Qom at Unripnr 
pp 181 16,i;momucat of hashmfr troope, 
pp 181*83 J vithdrnval of BriJah otBcere 
from Potovor and Eaaafzn} OfU effect e, 
p 83 I pralae of Bonier Jhan^ Blngh 
p, 181 J llaxlre tranquil, p 188 ; partien 
Ure recardaw Sikh Gam, p 186 | 1 trignee 
of JebaDdad Khan with Border Ohattmr 
Sio^ p 187 ; agermire aorciacnte 
denM by ^itbaraja Ooleb Singb p 187 j 
tnfpiciooa coodart of Birder ubattu 
Ehi^ pp 180 100; deaerthm of troop# 


Abbott, Captain J — aouiintd. 
with Bodar Jbanda Slngb, p* 190j 
aititnd&of BIkbtr<»pe,pp 191-92 j tamper 
log with Labor* port, m 103 ; roeall of 
fieidir Jbanda Singh ■ Brigad« propoead 
p. 19S J new* from iWhiwar and eleewbero 
p.l0At positkm of Jarnmn troopa and 
appnbraelan of Chief of Eamao pp 
1^06 J Captain Sdwarde** riotori-e bafm 
Uoltlo p 106 f wlranee of Jarnmn tro(^ 
Ttmonrtnneea of Ca|uln Abbott, pp 1^ 
08 1 e^ttmcni in FaklV Field Fone, pp. 
109 200;Ttewi regarding poaUkm t^fm 
UnltAn J enapeets Mrdar Ohattar Singh, 
p 901 ; eo^lnnanoa of exdtement In 
Pakll Brigade, p 303 ; rlewi regarding 
Oparatlona again rt Unltin, p 202 i Mwi 
of Captain !^wardea* neond rictory and 
effect, p. £03 ; newa firrm Ba}a Sb«r 
Singh 1 camp, p SOt j attempts of Sikhe 
to detaeh Uaxdra Ohlefe, p 205 j Im^rt 
ante of early fall of linlUn, p 206 ; 
nbrtdeoee of axeKoment in Pakll, p 206 ; 
tnepleioca condnel of Bardar Olmttar 
Singh and Gxcro p 207 ) doplieity of 
Sardao Jhaada Bingbaad Chaitar Bmh. 
p 200 ; dteeneabiui wHb Jamma 7e^ 
regardiag Earnao p 2L1 ; mmonr p 212) 
meaee of hoprleOM SlimtlknDd Alalika, 
p 218; tampering with Has ira troopa* 
p. 218; attitude of Slkbe, pp 31^16; 
Importanee of fell of Uoltin, p. 216) 
mmoored dieaffeotion of PaUl force 
pp «.10 17 ; deceitfol eondoet of Bardar 
cWtar Bbgb p 317 { recdinee* of Pakll 
force to doeert pp 216-21; moTomente 
barred by Captain Abbott, F Sa2;ramonr« 
of geoenl dJeoffeetioD of ^he pp £22 13; 
nttsmpt* cf Bardar Cbattar slngb to 
reame CaptaxD Abbott, pp t2S-£i) mtadcs 

of Ckilooel Lanara, p Z3o) itopa taken by 
Capiaio AbbottandmoretoGendger p 1^; 
eondoet of Bardar ObatUr Slo^ pp 220* 
97; bW hunlting letter to Capt^ Abbott 
p 228 ; termi offered the Bardar pp -28-*0 j 
mareli of Bardar Partn Blngh a troop# 
toirardi Harlpor arrertod by Captain Nlrhol 
eon, at Jlergella Paee, pp SS> 231 ; 
commanleation from Bardar Cbatlar Blngh, 
p 23l ) failaTo of attempt to eheek 
axarol of Ulattar Blngh a fore* Pp 23 31 ; 
Captain Abbott# retsm to iluin pp 
23o-36 ) porttioQ there p 330) momncatiof 
Captain l%lebolion oppoaing Bardar Cbattar 
Elngb p 237; ntarch of Cbattar Blngh 
to reseno Pakll Brigade, moanrea adopt* 
ed by Captains Abbott and lueboleoc, and 
their faDoi* at Phnatanr I'm*! owleg to 
eovardice of lerlc* pp 230*43 j plmiJi of 
Cbattar Blngh p 214 ; Captain Abbott a 
rettim to Han to wmteb OoattBr Blngh 



INDEX, 


8 


AbboH, Cnpl'tm J — eoncUirlrd 
niOxcmoiita, pp 2tl 210 IS, dc^itrnct'ion 
of btinp-vlou nt IHnpur b\ Clintlar Pinpb, 
p 21*’ , itinudiorifcil «lo^(rucllou of p'^rtion 
of ''licnsnn Cnrnsou b;^ Ilnynro Icmcb, 
p 2o0 , imncnicnt'- am\ of Clnltnr 

Jfmpli, pp 2'2-’iS , f'\il rffcct'! of dcinj 
m (liciktu'r Clntini ''ingb’s rcbrlhon, 
pp 2oSo’i, bolp (ffond b\ Jilnlmnipi 
(loHl) Sjiipb, pj) 259 no , Clmftnr Siuph 
(unpcrs w lili pnrri'-cm of ‘'uii.ilKniid p 2G0 , 
cnptiiro of I'o’t Dunim 1 \ Cnptnm Mibott, 
p 2')I , ttUvihion to ClnKnr Sniph's difont 
nt Snmilbuiid, pp 2G1 G2 , nndc«inl)iht\ 
of cmplminp Jninnm (roops ngninat 
Clml'nr npli, jip 2G2 GO , rebellion m 
IV'-bnnnr, pnrliciil ir*-, pp 2G2-01 , Altecb 
boMCgrtl niid ji CTniros inl on pp 2G5 GG j 
nrrmil of Amir Doat 'Mubannimd Klmn 
nt Pe'.b''iwnr nnd bis doiiipp, pp 2G t G9 , 
ino\cnicnta of ClinUnr bingli nnd Amir, 
pp 2G7*b9, Cnpt nil Abbott urges sperdj 
n<h mice of ilntisb force, 270 , Ins corre- 
fpondenct nitb Dost ^lubninnind Klmn, pp 
273,277 1819— e nil of Attock nnd evil 

effects of ddnicd Ilntiflb ndvnnce, pp 
278-/9 ; rc^cilution of Unrdrn CliicfR to op- 
poio Dost Mubniiimnd Klmn, p 279 , at- 
titude of llliibanjn Golnb Siugb, p 280 , 
proceedings tf Dost 'Mubnninmd Klmn nnd 
ob 3 ect of Ins conliliou u itb Snrdar Clinttar 
Siugb, pp 282 83 , intention of Dost 
Mnlinmiund Klmn to nttnek Snkot, pp 
281-85 , repairs of fort of Snkot, pp 28G, 
290 , Cnptnin Abbott deprecates establisb- 
mont of Biiiitnrm in Hardra, nltcrnatno 
sites suggested near Rdwnlpmdi, pp 287-90 , 
tiger linntiiig, p 290 , confinement of 
Gliolam Klmn Tann, in fort of Attock, 
p 292 , building of forts nt Dnrcbitli and 
Torbcla, p 292 , nacends Pir Tlmn, princi- 
pal summit of Gnndgnr, p 292 , return to 
Hnripur after absence of 11 monlbs, p 294 , 
bon employ ed, p 295 , tours in district, 
p 29C , ascends Mian Jam ko Cboki, 
description, suitable sites for sanitaria, 
pp 297 98 , hospitality to deserter under 
assumed name of Lieutenant Hamilton, 
pp 299-300 , bis misconduct nnd orrost, 
p 8C3, Captain Abbott visits Mnnsebra 
and Sbinkiari, pp 801-02 , endeavours to 
Bnpply timber to Peshawar, p 302 , visits 
sent of Gbolam Khan, Tarin, and Chn 33 m, 
p 303 

Acbrn Singh, Sikb Gum, entertained by 
Sardor Cbnttar Singh in Hazdra, visit 
considered suspicions, pp 181, 184 86, 189 , 
sent to PesbawAr, p 203 , imprisoned by 
MB 3 or Lawrence, p 612 , despatched to 
Dahore, -p 616 


Adavai village, proposed coercion of, pp 340, 
<120 , afCra} in, p 489 , surprised by Lient- 
onnnt Kicliolson nnd troops under liim, 
pp 491-92 , trinl of murderers, p 492 , 
roDnso of Maliks, p 500, further 
offences, p G2G 

Adccnnnugnr (Dfnanngar), claims to land in 
Oil ilcki settled by Captain Abbott, p 129 j 
depredations of Sikh freebooter Han Smgb, 
p 129 

Afridm, depredations of, near PoshAwar, 
pp 453, 406,470, 60S 
Agrorc Vnlloj', MSited bj' Captain Abbott, 
p Gl, tbroatoiicd aggression by Pathans 
and measures taken by Captain Abbott, p 
145 , failure of plot, p 149 , true version 
of nffair, p 153 

Ajudlim Parslmd, Din an, deputed by 
Darbar to define bonndnues, p 8, Ziafat 
jiroscutcd to Cnptnin Abbott, pp 3, 4, 6 
All Jan Kbnu Jonausber, Knzilbasb, prajer 
for ronard for scr vices in Kabul, p 470 
All Jlnrdnn’s Canal, mentioned by Captain 
Abbott pp 131-32 

Alla Smgb, Colonel, acts ns Governor during 
nbstneo of bis father Sardar Golnb Singli, 
p 4 G3 , appointed Deputy Goiernor on 
father’s return, pp 498, 609 
Amritsar temple, contributions towards 
demanded from Sikb olhcers at PesbAwar, 
P 520 

Antimony on Kurrungli mountain, p 142 
Aptborp, Captain, dlstN I, appointed to 
command of Kotla, p 19 
Armoninn families, in Kabul p 37 , determina- 
tion of son of Ainir of Kabul to marry a girl 
belonging to, qi cstion of asylum m British 
territory; pp 378, 380,498, marnage, 
p 628 , desire of other sons to marry 
into same family, p 687 
Asiatic Society, preparation by Captain 
Abbott of account of process of damascening 
sword blades at Jnllolpoor for, p 89 
Ata All, Gnkbar, attacks KhAnpnr, pp 71-3 
Attock Fort, described by Ma30r G 
n 316 release of prisoners in, pp 335-00, 
seized by Captam Nicholson after expulsion 
of Sikb force, pp 226, 630-81 , despatch 
of troops of Artillery to, pp 661-62 , 
rumoured treachery of Sikh Guard and 
wammf to Lieutenant Herbert, pp 263, 
264 , besieged by Sikhs, pp 265, 269, 271 , 
attacked by Kabul troops, pp 271-72 , f all 
of, pp 277-78 , difficulty m farming tolls 
on, p, 448 , accident on, with loss of Me. 

A?itabfle, General, of roit- 

ability of bouse of, at Pesbdwar for ^sid- 
encj. pp 319-20, his reign of terror, 

p 888 
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flibual tQU£« In. Eufnl iJtu i ad tsd 
tikfQ bj llftjor Lawrenap pp 03 
BUitdtu KTi»n, Oftlcbu’ pltmdenng by 
u>d hit elahct, pp. 7(^-7 
Btntra, depoUtim of Li*ul«iant Taylor to 
vith troop* pp. 441, 44ij Irrlet teniby 
ll^or Lawrence, p 400 revolt of trooM 
and nraidcr of Patteh Khan, Tlwanai 
and Colonel J Hdntea, pp K60, 506 
Bara, rirer bond at, pp 46&<&7 469 401 
465^ 460. 

Barmkzala, camplid^ of. In ^ethiwar out 
break, pp tOS-M i rkH of Ua^ O 
laivmee toBardar Unhasnnad, p 820 1 
return rialt and ofEera of aerrSee p h2S* 
S4 j re turn of Sardar Saltan Unham 
mad Khan to Peahiwar and mode of 
aelry pp 8S1>S2, 080 j wnh of Sardar Plr 
Mahammad Kban to ooere* tb* Adatata. 
p MO] complaint of tardar Sultan 
llnhammad regarding failor* of U* 
brothen to maintain quota* of bane and 
foot, pp 867 860 t pTofnaion* of loraity 
by Sardar Soltan UaliaPTmad Khan, 
p.t69jrUt to kitjor Lawmee p d?6 
Tet nr a rlMt by llawr Lnwresea, p 876) 
debt doe by to Dew pp 898 411 18 
486 461 ) rUt to kltjor Inwrenoe and 
riinfiiiiiiii of frleadiUp, p 489 ) claim to 
kstfa, p. 4OT I bouae of Sardar Bultoa 
Unbammad la WaxLri Bagfa rUted be 
biajor Lawrenee eumptuonaly funUbe^ 

L 479 1 prefemkna of loyally to lliikr 
wrenoe, p 4S6 j correepandatoe with 
Amir of Kabul, p 616 ) aid tmt to Lieuteu 
ant ineholaoc, p. 648]atteinpi of Sardar 
Cbattar Singh to win oear Sardar Sultan 
ilnhammad Khan, p. 660^1 1 pTufenionb 
of loyalty from other Baidart, p 560) 
Bardan ordered to oppoee Chattv Stngb, 
p. 664) march cou^emraDded, p. 6U) 
eoeort lira. Lawrtcee and ehUdreu from 
Feihiwa p 666 j Sardar Zakark Khao 
boatve for lafo aniral, p 659 ) vamlng 
to &rdar Sultan llahammad Khan 
p 607) profettkni of loyalty p 669 
aala of la FtthAwar prol^ited, p. 481 
Stgar a y i te in , p. 66 

Bchv al, r«f luu of Kardar to accept order* 
from Captain Abbott, p. 41. 

Bblnbar tranefer of to Jammu tmHory 
p. 40 

BoklMTa, King of kill* hawab Abdol 
Santand Kban, pp, 864 367 ; famlo* in, 
p 494. 

Boodh Slngb llann (Badb Singh Uao) 
aUeapt of Sanlar ChaUax Blngh to bribe 
p. 230. 


Boundary between Pon^ and Eaihmt 
In Qnrdjapur Dittrlct, Captain Abbott** pro 
poaali pp 7 { description of plUan t 
DO erected p 85 

Bowie, Lieutenant arriral at Feshiwsr p 
416 ) to snperlotend work hop p 460 ) 
(Uneu pp 621, 534 ; escapo from Peshdwar 
p £01 ) Ji B kh Camp p 277 
Bokka, murder at, by Qundgnrriu^ p 6 ) 
mcaanre* for punishment of InbabHeJit* of 
Bimnlkund, pp 76-84 \ snbmisslun of 
oatiaws coDceriMd in cannier p. 96 
BuUook battery atPesbiwa p 4S0 


Canara, Colond, Command] g Horae BatterT 
oompUh • iganut Gencrul Mahmud Shan, 
p.I50)aiioaf poatlng of an nndesirahle 
named Albol Bln^ tx> bis Battery p 167 j 
eompUIn* agalnit Qenarel BnltanMahmod 
pp 167 09) account of murder of and 
Captain Abbott’s cplnlon of bU sarrlcca, 
pp 234-S6, 596 

CaHby Serge int, eaeapo from Attock, p 279 

Cbakid Hrer pp 5-9) Mitlrment of elalm* 
upou land* in p 1S9 

Chajnba, caqoIrlM from ofieldtof p 83 

CbandgraOD Erale, eDqa]r,ea regardlrg 
pp 80 88. 

Cntttar Singb, Sardar adjoitmeat of 
boandarlea Mween and JIabarala Qbolab 
Slngl p 44 ) arrlTil in Haiira, pp '*2-8 ) 
propoaal* mad* by on Jloltfn outbreak, 
p 149) eutertalai Sikh Qnra eondoet 
ntpidoos, pp 181, 164-86 169 attitude 
of p. 201 ; nods Quru to Peeliiwar p 203 j 
sasptoVm* oonduot, pp £07 X17 16 j tam- 

per* with liaxin Ohiut, p 3I9 ) attltndo of 
p 222) attempt to dec^e Captain Abbott, 
pp 2^14) part taken In urier of Cem 
mandant Ci^ra, pp 234-2 ) nbaeqnent 
condnoUpp 226 27 write* InsnUing letter 
to C*ptain Abbott, p, £28 ) torm* offered to 
him, p 229 ) letter addreual to by Major 
Lawrence p 534; Ids intn^ee, p 3^) 
communicate* with t ajor Abbott, p 231 ) 
bb rebellion and mcasurci taken by Captain 
Abbott pp 283 36) attempt* to tamper 
with Fotbiwar Force p EJo) Major Iaw 
mce** opinkm of bis conduct p 580) con 
Uentlal mtsaenger sent 1 y to Feabivar 
n 583 ) blames Captain Abbott for trouble 
In HaiUra, pp. 589 540 543) movement* 
of Sardar Chatiar blngb and Captain 
HIcbobon in opposition pp, 286-87 ) Cbattar 
SIngb forces Dhumtanr Pau and reacnee 
Fakli Brlfmdc pp. 239-48 ) hi* lubecquent 
moTcmcnts, pp 243-44 2 45-49 350-67) 



INDEX. 


5 


Clm((nr Sinph- fonfiriDct? 

.Mnlmnji Oolnh ilisn^occintCB lum- 

Bolf fr<Mn, jip 259 fiO , ClntlBr S.nj^h Iniii* 
I'crB will) ^irnfnn of ''imull und, p 2G0; 
difiili'l l'\ rnplnin Alihclt, p 201*02, 
of luiptoMi));: t inimu Iroopi 
npn ii«' Cln'.t >r ‘'inpli, pp 202 03 , intn* 
sill <» witli lln-nl./ni" mO \u,ir of Knlml pp 
20 1 ('7, ’'><'> 51 , lim 11 o\cmcii(«, pp 207-02, 
271-70, OnhwiTi* wiMi IIobI Muhniwiwnd 
ivinn, ]> 2M rcfn’ vl of (5o\« rnor and Sikh 
ofTu'cra n' IV 'Inwar to iiirroiidpr I’rrtlmwnr 
lo MulfwumO lilt-, pp 001 507, allcmpt 
to tnnjK'r with Invnlh of ^nnlnr Knhn 
Sniph, "Mnji'hn, ji 505 

Clnuuj tnrnnt, wccloni lioundnr\ of 
>iiirpwr, p 5, dr-cnphou of, Mdlc\, 
p 2S 

Chctnh CKifil from, anpgcBlrd h\ Cuptmn 
\M.ut!,pp U1.32 

Clicniiiop (Clnunnglii) rop incnt, desertion of, 
from Sirdnr Jhnmln Singh’fi force, pp 
I9U 02 

Ohnkkoowiil (Chnkwivl) nllnge, mhiIciI hj 
Copt tin Mihott, p 14 i 

Coi], fip'^cimctrn of, from Kolml, p 411 

Cocks, Mr, dtpntation to Ilnriim, p 53G, 
postponed, pp 539-10 

"Conqueror” slenmer, mo\omenls of, pp 445, 
155 , wibh of Arhuba to see, p 418 

D 

Daiwnl Fort damnged bj snow, p 109, 
repairs, p 110, completed, p 111 

Dnm Khan, Adarai, pa^s respects to Jfn 3 or 
Law rente, lustorN of, p 341 

Duwar Khan, Malik of Mashu Khail, Lieuten- 
ant Lniusdcn sent to seize, p 342 , 
surrenders, p 347 

Denton, Sergeant, drowned m a captnred boat 
off Attock, p 24G 

Dhangnlh GbJit and palace of Gakhars, 
p 43 

]Jbanra 3 , Colonel, of llamgolcs restored to 
command, p 448 

Dboonds (Dlmnds), defeat Diwan Karrmn 
Cband, p 58, particulars regarding, 
and pioposed sottlcmout with, pp 62 8, 
conditional payment made to Sayads by 
Cuptam Abbott, p 64, submission of, 
p 91 , rebuilding ot fort of Dunna, p 91, 
Captain Abbott’s operations against, p 99, 
submission, p 103, symptoms of dis- 
affection among, pp 161 62 

Dma Natb, Ea 3 a, deputed to settle matters 
with Sardar Chattar Singh, p 651 , failure 
of mission, p 656 

Doaba Fort, described, pp 883-84, colony of 
Rbntris round, p 429, petition for wall, 
p 446 


Dost Mnnammod, Amir,— cfjfe Kabul 
Drummond, Lieutenant, services of, in con- 
nection witli Kaiigia sicgo tram, p 16 
Dnmiour (Dbamtaur) Pass, forcing of, by 
Sikba and cvlncation of P-ikli Bneado 
pp 239 43 ’ 

Dunna (Dannab), rcbmlding of fort at, 
p 91, operations against Dhunds,’ 
pp 99 10,1 

By ns, Lieutenant services of, in connection 
with Iviviigra sngo train, p 16 


F 


Fidwaidcs, Captain, a^ks for silk spinners from 
Peshawar for Banuu, p 434 , attempt on 
hfo of, p 443 , reports of victories of, 
pp IC.l, 190-97, 203, 210, 496, 608, 610, 
614 

rdcplmnts, use of, at Kot Kangra, p 16, 
starving of, with Sikh tioops, p 99, acci- 
dent to gmi clopliant at Dunna, p 106 , 
nnsmtabilify of, for bills, p 106 
Dnsafiai, Cliiofs pay respects to Mayor 
Ijnwrenco at Peshawar, p 341, departure, 
p 34 1 , dopnfation of Lieutenant Lumsdon 
to settle, p 347 , disorganization in, p 360 , 
settlement w itli Khans, p. 366 , deputation 
of Colonel Holmes with troops to collect 
lovciuic, pp 381, 886 , Lieutenant Lnmsdeu, 
also deputed, p 883 , collection of revenue, 
pp 387, 390 , arrears, p 469 , payments, 
p 513 , enlistment of Khans and men 
against rebel Siklis, p 669 
Excise, proposed permission to Sikh officers 
to distil for private consumption in their 
houses, p 487 

F 


Fatteli Khan, Gheb, treachery of, p. 261 
tatteli Khan, Tiwana, appointed Gover- 
nor of Baunu, p 618 , murder of, pp 260, 
560, 566 

Foulkes, Colonel, murder of, p 167 


Q 


Gangtah, copper and brass manufacturer 

p 28 

Ghazi, on Indus, post of, p 80 
Gbolam Khan, Tann, favourably treated 
by Captam Abbott, p 94 , confinement 
in Attock, p 291 , GooUene, seat of, visited 
by Captain Abbott, p. 302, 
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Qborelim*, bnudinf of hoiMi of p 477 1 

dep«rhtre o^ regfaneot from PMhivmr 
p.481 

QUg^t nuDonred dlMcWr toKuItmb troop* 
1^ pp 163 186 

Golab (Qolab) Slngli UabAiaJa, dlfieoltj 
]q obtilsliig Infoncntlon from p 81 | 
dactre of, to poaitw Eatobt ud gtr« 
Iflod to aijimgn, p 86) oarwuontblanaw 
of, ia eoim«ctu)D wHb cohingaa rf land 
pp 86-7 88-9 ) rtunomi i^ardljw 

dliloyiJty of pp Ifll 168) dl*tort«l, 
p Vf^ I rtpcrti of tfttidaloiu morementa 
of troop* by p. 176 l effact cn P*kli of 
roch mnjooi*, jm 176-78 i latimaoy wltli 
Btrdar Obattar Bmgb p 176 ) eoutitotkm 
of hi* regimenti, pp. 180-81) nowi 
gardlng morerntnit of troop*, pp 161 6S j 
mmoiDed dtfeat of Kaibisf troop* Id 
Q flf^t pp 183 186 j deakl by IXabari^ 
of *{fgTw*l a moTeiDent* of trt>opa, pp. 187 
ItOiroittlon of timp* and appraWcalon* 
of Chief of Eanao, p 196 i adraaca of 
troop*, remoartraope* of Oaptatn 
Abbott, pp 106-98 ) «bort miwtnent p. tOl j 
aetoal tDtwttnn of, to temda Eamao p 306 j 
dlaeoadoai bctwm Oapttln Abbott *Dd 
Uabara)* • YaU, p 211) b«lp afforded 
to fiatdar Clattar Koebu p 348 ) 
dlawnniictei htmu lf from Qbattv 
Blngfa asd paeo* eerHoa* at 
dlspo*Bl of Capt^ Abbott, pp 260-60 ) 
epinkin of Captttn Abbott a* to nodarin 
bllitr of tmployiag Jtnumi t^oop* agalaat 
Chaltar Slsgb ^ 133-63 ) romcmrod 
inttlgna of wltbDo*t Vabamioad Ebaa, 
p. 397 ) lemittaaea Mat to Captain 
Abbott, p I oegotlatloai betvaen 

Do*t llnliamBtad Kltan and pp 379 231 
iSO 490 I eoncaaU cmtt, p 808 ) cettla- 
maat betiraea people of Haaira and 
UabaTaja in 1817 p.813) propoaai alHance 
wUb Amir of Kabd p 8^ 

Golab Blia^b, Sardar OoDend, aeeompoales 
Major Lawreae* on mareh to Peiuvar 
pp. 316 16 ] general order ianed by to 
trocp* p 3J7 I appointed Gore ni or of 
reiblwar p. 819 ) D^ar and KbQlat of 
inrettitare, p 892 ; IDnea*, treated by 
Mr Tbonrpjon, pp 877 79 ) premt to 
Ur Tbompaon. dA^liwd p 6S0 ) lUneta, 
p 447 ) "wted by Major lAirrenoe and 
LlentenaBta Lamalea and Botrl* p 44S ) 
leooiciy pp. 410 461) depar ts on 

lean hi* Km Ouloael Alla filsgb aeliaf:, 
p 463 ) expeeted retnrn, p 493 ) reception 
at Pethdirar pp. 496^ ) Ulne**, p. 490 ) 
ajanrane* giren by of fidelity of re*b4wax 
troepa, p, 633) loyalty of, p. 638 1 
tUeU* Infonnafaon >rom amfidenLal 
•errant of Cfaattar 6lnfb p 638 ) Usd 


Qolab Btngb 8ardar — 
treatment br Major Lawreoee, p 543 t 
adrlM* oonfleoatloa of ettates of rebel 
Sardar*, p 667 ) wirn* Major Lavrenea to 
gaontermand parade, p E>62 ) aniietT at 
delay In adrane* of Bdtbh troop*, p 6§8 
Ooojrat (^Gnjrat) ririted by Captain Abbott 
deaoHptiop p 181. 

Gnldea, Oerrp* of nndrr Llentenant lomadmi, 
looatiui of at Petbjwar ebaaged, p, 231 ; 
leare forlAbore p 464 ; Ua^ Lawrence ■ 
opinion of tmlno of p f87 
fl nVV— (QaUian) arran^s>ent* for ooUec 
tion of mrenae fioia, pp 46-6; proposals 
for •'^ttlemiDt with, p. 4 theft of eattle 
by and restoration p 49 ) attaoh Khanpnr 
rooted, pp 71 2 ) phiodariDg by Babadsr 
Eban, ud olalmi of elan pp. 76-7 

Onn carriafta, timber for p 480 
Goa cotton tboim by Lleotstaat Lnaudan, 
p. 877 t alao by Major I«anace ]X 446. 
Goadgiirb (Qaadgar) phmderlng nabh* of 
tnbabltaats p. 66 ; rati oo Kot and 
murder at BoUa, p. 67 ; insolence to 
Ltentesant Laondsa, p- 70 ; lumnnaa 
to Chief Kban 1 Zanmn Fhan, p 74) 
attltnde, p. 76 } Ti<lis Captain Abbott 
p 76) treatment, pp. 77-8) nusamre* 
taUm ag^tt iababHaina of SlnnlUisd for 
Qiardsr at BoUa pp. 78-84 ) Kban I Zaman 
Kban rialti Caplam Abbott, jaglr disputes, 
p 167 ) defactioa of Jagl dart U Dorank 
pu 2S6 Captain Abbott aseenda Plr Than, 
]pinHpal rommH of p 293) eaie Of 
Gasdgmr Ohlrfs disenased by Major Lav 
reaee aith Uchts. Yan* Anev and Lnms 
den, p. 816 ) firing of BIhh line* it H*J*n 
AbdAl by two petty Chief*, p 831 
Gass aTTangements for easting at Qor Katri 
P 436. 

Oannokh Blngb (enooeoauy called 8nrmnst 
Blcgfa) late Thanadar of Gorlodga h, ac- 
nurd of treasonable oormpoodnicr with 
Ooiab Blngb p 479 1 posted to Attoek. 
pp 484,48 J fssplcloa* condnet, wUL jawn, 
p 631 ) ordm eanoelled, p 633) ri called, 
ppi. 64 C, 648. 

H 

SamUton Lieutenant, deserter ptjsinp ondsr 
nam* of Captain Abbott** hoepitili'y to, 
p. SOOj mlsBonioet, pu 808) and arr**t \ 303 
H*rdiDga,Mr Prlrmto Beeretary to Go\oTnCT 
Oeetral arrltal at Rebla on retnrn from 
Eatlimfr p 16 

Hail Cband, Divan Kardir of Uabaiaja 
GoUb part Ubco by In marder 

of bisni Khan, Bsttee pp U*® 
nari Bmgb BIkb freebooter dcpredalUn*. 
near iMolnapar p. 129 , , . 

Bln^ Sardar oppoaitkm of Cblefs of 
Tanaval towards, p ^ 



TNJOUX 


1 


lrnrki«1ionc:ftrl), or Hnninir, Oc’cnjifion of, 
p RS , unn(iNfic(or\ '(•('ifc of troops t\(, 
pp 60 S 

Hnsh Cnnnl, ro\ir<o of, pp 9, 11 , trnnsfci 
to Bntisli novrrnnu'iil of Inmls cnslwnrd 

of, p no 

Hn '"Jon All Klmn, Knrrnl, FulniiiEsion of, 
p 90, trc^tou'nt of, pp OO-i 
narnt-ulln Klmn, (li'ifTi ctiou of, p ’ 69 
II»7nM f(Ur\<\, offer of Cspl inn Abbott to 
coiriplcto, p 12S 

Herbert, Licntoimnl I8tb K I , posted 
to Pe'.lmnnr, ns Drill Iiislnictor, p 477 , 
nminl, pp 19'), ."00, drills non 

l‘Atbnn Corp*, p 502 , introduced to 
BnnkTiis, p nos, drill inp of troops p 515, 
Attock, n-nmed treneberi of 6ikb {riinrd, 
pp 252, 251 , boKiopevl bi biKlis, p 205, 
nowsrf. pp 209, 271 , nttnikcd by Kiibnl 
troopp, pp 271, 272 , fnll of AUock, pp 
277-78 , csrnpc, p 279, tnpturc, p 2h0. 
He\lni)d, .lobii, Biirnsmn clerk, Lnlicro Rcsi- 
denev, jirocccilmp to Ifnbiil, detained, 
pji 50b, 512 , n isb of, lo proceed to 
Kabul nud Boklmrn p 518 
Hmduftaui«, in Turkislnu, rclcnso of two, 
from cnptniti, p 472 
Uira Sii gb, Hnjn, founds Insrotn, p 127 
Holmes, Colonel J, Pcsbi wur, duties 
of, p 318 , couipln ns of reduction of 
par, p 333 , doput'ilioii of, with t-oops to 
EinnDai country, p 381, mnreb from 
Pfsluwnr, p 383 , nrriinl, p 386, ordered 
lo Bniinn, p 438, loft in comninnd, 
]) 521 , murder jip 560, 6G5 
llubeeboolln ke Gu’-bi (Gnrbi Hnlnliullnh 
Klinn), Msited bj Cnp'niu Abbot*^, pp GO G1 
Humpoor ^HaripuiJ, liunpniows oi Cnptam 
Abbott nt, destroy ed b\ Sikbs, p 249 , bis 
return to, after nbaonce of 11 inoutbs, 
dnmige done b^ eneuij, p 294 
Huno (Hnrroli), strenm, p 63 , mineral 
productions m course of, p 64 

I 

lugram, Mr , ou duty witb Ctiptam Abbott iii 
Ha/iaia, p J72 

Iron foundry, suitabdit^ of' Serra mountain 
cliain for, pp 60 5 1 

J 

Jafir Klmn of Goorroh, reconcilntiou of, 
with bis cousins, p 46 

Jnbnndad Kban, son of Pninda Kban, visits 
Captain Abbott, p 87, descnption, pp 87 8, 
disiniBBod with a present, p 89 , plans dis 


•Tabnndnd Khnn-^coiicltided 

furbance in Agrer Valloy, p 145 , failure 
of jilot, p 149 , settlements with 
rnmmdars ofbisJngir, p 167, flight of, 
to Harara, 168 

Tnnmlgnrlii, sculptures in, p 899 

Jammu, tornforj made over to, p 40, m- 
elfcioucj of oflicmls of, p 44 , sottlement 
betwoou Suttee of Nurraio nud Jammu, 
pp 51-2 

Jnsrota, v isitcd bj Captain Abbott, descnption 
p 127 

Jbuudn (Jbauda) Singb Sardar, arrives in 
Ilnrurn, pp 72-3 , deputed lo Kara, p 91 , 
operations against Dlinnds, pp 101-02, 
fails lo complete repairs ol Daiwal 
fort , pp 109 10 , plans proposed by, in 
connection with Mulldn ontb’-onk, p 149, 
ordered to Mankom, pp 160-61, 168-56, 
contingonts of Ilarara Chiefs to accompany, 
pp 168 , progress dilatory, p 169, movement, 
p 188, desertion of troops, Chaunnghi 
Bcgimont, pp 190-92 , proposed recall of 
Brigade, p 193 , ordered to Lahore, 
pp 208-09 , duplicity, p 209 , deputation 
to ITaznra to reason with Sardar Chattar 
Singh, p 232 , trcacberons conduct, pp 282- 
33, 236 

Jovvabir Singl , Mian, proclamation of, as 
Eaja of Bbimbar, p 178 

Jullnlpoor, process of damascening sword 
blades nt, p 39 

Jumrood (Jamrnd), visited by Ma 3 or Law- 
rence and Lieutenant Lumsdon, descrip- 
tion, p 325 , filling of tanks m fort, 
p 432, posting of now gun and inspection of 
mnga/incs, p 477 , salute fired at, on 
receipt of new's of Lieutenant Edwnrdes’ 
victories, p 609 , repairs, p 619 

K 

Kabnl, death of Sardar Mohammad Akbar 
Klmn, pp 314-16 , also of Kawab Zaman 
Kban, p 315 , intelligence from, pp 319, 
321, 323, 330, 337, 340, 343, 845, 861, 
366, 3G4, 367-68, 8"0, 882, 891, 494, 498, 
503, 507, 610-11, 616, 518, 623, AmirD'.st 
Mubnmmad Khan, aawivalof Vakil fiom, 
with lettei-s, also lucnminatingJetters from 
Jan Fisbau Kban, pp 353, 391 , aiarmod 
at presence of British officers at Pesbdwar, 
p 364 , return of Vakil, p 368 , rejects 
proposal of Maharaja Golab Siugh of 
alliance against British p 392 , mteicepted 
letter from Aminnlla Khan, Chamkanni, 
suggesting invasion of Beshiwai, p 443, 
return of famdy of Hussain Khan, 
Gnrdozi, from KaWi, pp 463, 473, 478, 
481 , intercepted letter from Ghulam 
Haidar Khan, sou of Amir Dost Muhammad 
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IVDSX, 


KMbul-^iutMdsi 

EHui, pp. GOO GOSjGOGj oommodeOM 
of Sfti^r Saltu UoliumDad Eb*a 
BmlnaJ with Amir regudhij; interMptr^ 
letter pp 61(H7 H9; letter from Amir 
on HUH mb ject, p GIG ) niii>oitred 
latentkin of A^ to reetrrer FeiliAwftr 
pp 6GA>GG) urlrkl of AnJr *t Peabiirmr 
Eod proeecdingt there pp S64, 20d^j 
mOTementi, pp SOG-OO ; nn flrei on Attoek, 
pp X71 71 } corrapoodne* wHL Captain 
Ahbott, pp iff 8 377 j moTementi of p 177| 
DegoUatiim with Goltb Singh, p ITB | 
coniidnitkfn ghen bj Bardir Chattar 
Slogfa and dealiogi with Uahara^ Golab 
8iii^p.891| reporUd hitentton of to 
attack crlkot, p. 386 

Tr«TiA«ltT Bardju Eahlm DU of profeam 
frtendaliip p. 848 j dtftnrbance* In, 
np. 4Q84 a, to 

EAngm, riege of mcaixLrea taken bj Gimtaln 
AbWt to faellltate progreea of artulcry 
pp. 1&*16 I deacHpttoa of fort and town 
of TO 16-17 fall of p. 17 

KarriS, partienlan regarding and mUemant 
propMiHl with pp 61*8 J nhratadoo of 
^ 87 89 00] trtatn>eirt of Earns All 
Khan, p 98 } ijuptoma of diaaffeotibA 
astOBg. pp 161^ 

Eaabmir — Mabara^ Golab Slogfa 

Eaioeba, lodadad within Jamnin boandarr 
p 84. 

Enagan (Eagan) fajadi, mbmlarion of 
P ® 

Ebalbar ITaJk applies tu lla^ Lawrence 
for acrrlre p. 46l / effen of aerrioe, p 486 
plonderi^ of EadU In Poaa, p G03 

Ehana ka-C£ak temple at p 189 

Ehan i yiaman Khm Tarkb^ tninmonf to, 
p 7A J atUtodc c.f p 78 > Captain 

Abbott p 7G] pan reijwota to Sards 
Chat’ar bhogh, p. 76 j treatment, pp 77*8 1 
dcoiands of P ' 6 ; tIiHj Captain Abbott 
i^lr dlipntcf p 167 1 I ntri gw wHb 
Cliattar 8 mfb p ?B 1 ; ordered by \ailr 
of Kabul to eelzo Captain Abbott 

pp. OG-O ( refuge of o Kbabbal 

p 898- 

Kbaopnr dciieripUon of p 63 j attaeked bj 
AU All. Oakbv rooted p. "1 j arraoge- 
■jeoft for proteetloo of town p 73 

Slegfa A/an Sardar capture of with 
Dewan k^olraj p. 483 

Khoknnd Kinpof lettm from pp 4 0400 

Kbnoal nncgnr deerrlptioB of pp *0-3! 
ttmpTnuj headHjoartrre of Captain Abbott, 

^la. 

Kbnhni (Kbabbal) refoge of Slrnnlkondlc In 
p. So J cloeore of fer 7 01 j harbcnrlDg oI 
oQllawt bj ylHagm and ujcniutee pro* 
iecied,p 90] nceeei,p 09 


KobUtaal, reginuntj In Blkb eerrlnr pro 
poeed ttai^er of to Uaharaja G^b 
Singb TO. 818-14, 

EoooEar (Knnhar rirer bridge aeron p 00. 

Kotla, ■pcolntment of Qaptaio Apthcro to 
cojirmand of p 19; d»crlptlaa ofiort, 
pp 19-SO. 

Earram (Kaiam) Oband Dlwas defcatad bj 
Pboondi, p 68 

KarrUlI, portion of traniferred to Jammn 
pp 40-41 ] rereDne •ettlaraent of p 186 

Knrrore, eomplctlon of fort, p LlO; hn 
porlance of p 110 

KnrrungU moDotaln, antimenj mlno, p 142 

Knrro Kloata (Eahnta) retenoo nttle 
iaent,p 113 

Enttaae (Katia) rUted ^ Captain Abbott, 
fOQabain and annual pugrtmage dwcifbor' 
pp 140-18 


L 

Lake, Lientenant jolna Captain Abbott at 
bdrpar p 9 

Lawrence, Slajor Q 8t P Frlodpal 
Aedflant to Agent, OererDor-GeoeriJ 
l»orthWeet Prentier progrem cf 
to Peebiwar Uaxfrabad, p 311 j tees 
Sardar Cbattar Singh, p 812) bait at 
Siwalplndi, p 813) amnl of lieam 
Agnew and Lnmjdao. p 813) eettlcoont 
between peep e of Bauja and Miharaji 
GnUb Singh, p 813) eomplal Bgahut 
Blkb tr op* p 819 ) arH\a] at H *00 
Abdil and petUemmt with Oandgar ObWfe 
pp 3(4-16 ) adranlaget of HmMtaa Abdil as 
mllhnry itatioe p 816) romplainta of 
oppraaiion p 316; doecript)on of Attook 
p 310 J State mtrr li to Peehiaar p 317) 
and ef intaiilaTiVi, p ) tom- 

plaint Bgainat Oeneral Oordlt Elogb 
pp. 81” 18) Darbar Tldt of Colonel 
J Uolmes, p 918) proclamatkta regarding 
affencee, p 918 1 yalU Goyeroor pasting 
Ihraogb citj pp 816-19 qoettloii of 
ro^dooc* p 919 20 ) general order of 
troop* p 830) rtaddesee decided npji 
pp 810-31 )COTpa of Oaidcs, oliango f 
lOMtkm of p. 8S1 J (otOce complain** with 
OoremoT who is a QoiKntIt]' p 9>1) alarm 
of 8Ikb otSdala, p 893 ) yklt* cantonment 
of BakbelJ Klaben Blngb mploint* of 
rauindarf p. 323] pcoldimcnt of two 
Jamadan am four tepor of ]l tngolc* 
p, 333] offer* of HTrlee bj Ilamkral 
Banlara, p 3^4) ylflt* Janmd fort 
dceeriptHD p. 316 j tI It* f rt of Barm, 
norqtul dWrfbnlleo of water of atream, 
deacrlptkn of fort, p 390 j Inipce- 
lloD of fort of Bbahmlr Garb 



JNUM. 


9 


tp JT , uui Isct!!”!! of coinpl lint'-, j 

P J'UT ^ Ml lo of 'riOpi p HJk , t 

Orto"* pTv ii 1 n* i( Ir'opt nuii * 

pp , p*i pit { 'ij of lif> i«f I 

s! jn 1 ’T!’' p pi^ d ?il f>f lu> p^ i 

pp njp r 1 t"*-' U( Tii'l hunt- > 

iiniit f,i! >!i> th"' n 5'!i t» .\. rt or p '.‘Iii , , 

h"Ti I) ffitn^'oj. - p t.jx .1 

JK'jirnt \ tiiixi-n*. p > ti , im In. t nr^ 
rf •'tUt U« VrMt'rv p ,l'l c tnphnt | 
offSnuI'Ur <1 !i'n,p ts , ntnin <f i 

hnlt ^(uliT'uu III K Inn, lUml •’HI 

to I't ln'\nr, p o Ui , vx l«c' n x<f U vu 

\* "17 p'xcni'iii X vj" I’-'j'i fmr ]• t , < 

‘■'blK'N o' b-jL!) 'jo pv t 1 I’l.'ill'WT , p .11*1, ' 

J l^lIl< Cto\< rm ^ n It > }>I{ » I* fo'- )itt!( tii)i,(\ 
for p-\ ixfiinciH ]x tU, mcii xful j’ud 
t!n^lUav^' \l iifin Klnl b\ Luntxtnnf j 
Lnuj <Un p Jllo, rx.inll of -nor, j 
pp '112 At , (H HOC! Jo l'x-ilinx\ar In n n, 
p 311 , rrp -rl of cio> .) ilitjii, j'l I'ul.nuir. j 
p .>J'j , mptiirt of Itidire of lUi nfTmt j 
JH-ar P»--li>jnftr p :tl7, <lc{itiin1i<>ii of ( 
LlcnUmuit l.nmnlcu to -‘I'ttlr l.imf/Ti, j 
p UT , df-stmiticii cm-tj in iiKindaliMii J 
of Ihri rnor, p .11'^, orders ro^^imlin;; 
r<-lK)\h’ reinidaiicc', p . P' , iippoaitinfuf 
of Gciiernl Oolab ^iti^h 111 1m (.i<i\rriior of 
I'csbinar p 3Pt, IJuior iiunnun MsJtb 
CVontl I of lUgiincnts, p JnO, dines wifb 
(bcin, pp 351, 352, 351 , ilisiirgamratiou 
m I'lifaf/ai, p 350, in«(ruc(ioiis lo Licnf- 
laant hnniBilun, p 351 , imlion il rtniidnrd 
for drill of KluPa trjcps, j' 352 , dc- 
IKnulcntf’ of 1 PM Oo\cruor mi IjI ijor 
IjawrtiLi, p 353, llrigadc ixtrciBo cf 
troops,])]! 351-55, rcUini of li’oulonanl 
LumBdeu from 17m ifrjii, p 355 , bcirnrc 
of contraband stilr, p 355 , inspection of 
Horse Artillorj, icjcclion of nndesimblcB, 
p 350 , pmclaination nganiBl bribir\, 
diBniihBiiI oI 11 Silwli ofln 1 d, ]) 357, ananeo 
nieutn for protection of load, p 358, dia- 
I bulge of Kinngolcs, Uirbiiknce, dcatli of 
in ofUctr, p 3ob, dcporiation oi a fain, 
p 359 , execution of iminJercrs, pji 300 01 , 
airnal of elcpliaut for Major JjinMoncc'u 
Use, p 302 , Darbai at Gor ernor’s, bbillat 
of, iincstituro, p 362 , ficsli disposition 
of SDiili les, p 365 , dvsobcdiciico of Malik 
of Miisliu Gagai aud liis boiziuo, p 805, 
receipt of leitei frem Vazii of Kbuluni, 
p 367 , execution ot lad ubo killed bis 
undo, pp 366-67 , stoppage of bjatem of 
kidnapjuiig xvomeu and girls p 868 , 
puuisbmont of Ham Das, Commandant ot 
IlaiDgolo Eegiment, for closing gales of 
PcshSuai city, pp 370 71 , court-martial 
ou Adjutaufc of Colonel Ham Sabai Singh’s 


T,n\\ renco, Major— roii/iai/ cd 
Hegimtnl, p 372 73 , dcBOrleisfrom Kativo 
Arinj ninoig Sikli troops, p 373^ drs 
liiibaiice in I it\ jininsliniont of jinucipalB, 
p 37 V , Mbit of baidnr Sultan Muliaiiunad, 
Hiril.n , profossioiis of lojaltj, p 376, 
ntiiriiMsitln MajO"- Lnwrcnco, p 376, 
< xplo mil of powder factory in Pcslmwai 
mix p 876, lonptnsitiou to ] lopriotoib 
of lomip, ]) 382, planting of trees 
enltrxil p 379 , Iittm from Jlubamnmd 
Stull Kliin, GIiiI/ 11, iiistiga'or of muider 
of cm i\ rciiiMd lix Jlajor Laurence, 
p xlT'i , iccjU of Depu'j Goxcruor Hakim 
H II, ]) .iSO , nfrix ni HaslitnnBnr p 381, 
di')int itinii ot Coljiicl Holmes uitb troops 
loJ'iibilrn to colltcl rciomio, p 381, 
I'arlicnlnrs regarding Insliumn named 
H ini'- 1\ m ( mpIo\ of Klnui of Zuida, p 382 , 
<ir< Illation of piudainatinns prohibiting 
blmi dealing siiniroof hcffars, salt and 
infanticide,]) 391 , transaction of husincsb 
nit! Gmeruoi,])]) 885 SO, aurpr so of Milage 
Mmkli 5Iti}iniiidi, p 388, piajcjs ni 
nio'-qiu> in IVsliiinnr Cilj for continuance 
of jiislitc, p 338, lecoicn by Major 
Lanroiicc of snord lukon from him lu 
ICabid, ]) 398 , adjustuicut of promofcionB 
in ‘',11, Annj, p 369, annual fair, 
mifbolmx lour of llnniB ij , p 39U , pardoned 
p .592, boltlcmcnt ol iirigatiou dispute 
on JCabul riicr, p 392 , ponsiou and 
imalid list for Arnij, p 392, iniproxcinont 
ill slate of conntrj, p 393 , proceeds on 
lour, Pnbbi, Honshei.i, p 391, Torn in 
Lu'-afzni, p 395 , joined by L.cutcnant 
Luiiibilcn, p 390 t pioclamatiou calling on 
TCrugccs to iclmu, p 390, new customs 
inks and abolition of taxes, p 807, 
Irnujmllity in Lnsaf/ai p 307 , bog 
hunting, p 399 , sculptures at Jauml 
viarln, p 399, lOcuEaucy of Milages of 
bhainuzai and Halui/ai, pp 400-101 , attack 
ou aud capture of Baliuzai, pp 401-03 , visit 
to Luiiklioi, p 403, auciout remains in 
Knroki, p 404 , loturu to Peshanar mtli 
Lieutenant Taj lor, p 405 , inti eduction of 
Lieutenant Tax lot to Goicrnoi ®rid others 
p 406, execution of sepoy xvho murdeied 
prost'tntc, p 408 , departure of Majoi 
Lan renco to Laboio, making over to 
Lieutenant 'Jayloi, p 409 Return of 
Major Laniencc to Peshawar, p 433, 
praises Lieutenant Taylor’s management, 
p 438 , Daibai , p 438 , presentation of 
dresses of honor, p, 439 , deficiency of 
tioops at Peshawar, p 442 , instruction of 
Dragoons in English sjstom of equitation 
aud drill, p 446 , n ish of Arbabs to see 
steamci “ Couqucroi ” at Attock, p 448 ; 
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lAvr*iw«» MaJui ■~oo»i{—4i. 
receipt of at^M of wine from Sdad« per 
*• Oo^oeror " wid hflehigfa *Qd SoUt, 
pu iJK) I bMTf nin in PulLiwv p 4(rO-El ) 
A<m*g w, p. ; tune of paj to tioope, 
p 45S j depredation' of Afrld!< praeoee 
of reprinli, p iJSS j emplojmant of ow 
rlcta, p. 4S1 1 prooeeda on tour pp 4£0-6d{ 
wono^^K of a Klnda at Bh*lkhait< p ^50 j 
HoU feitirml. preaent to troopt at PeaUwar 
p 4o8 retnm to Patbiwar p 46Q I 
arrears dot, Qhorehama, p iS9j uaotob 
giren bjr Goremor pp ARd-<JO j 
^owToa f^’ral, p 4$0 ; tbaft of OhUnt 
earoelf pp 461-63 j d^rtnn of Goto* 
nor on I«ara,p 463 | pretenUtkiD of khUUt, 

L idS I proeLamation warning Af^liaai to 
>P at b^e at night, pp 466 473i4mara 
dot troop* pp 470 71 dittribntkm of work 
On tWId aereite p 472 j eompletioa of aet- 
tlemafitof IJohmandDMriet, p 474)r*rtew 
of troop*, p 4 4] recalpt of new* of oranler 
of Ifeetr* Agoew anl Ai>d«nin at UniUo, 

S P 47C 477 \ prenaotkinji, p 476 ; with 
rawal of troop* from FetUwax p 470 1 
porada* and eoomitatjmi with Oorcmor 
and oiBcez*, p 461 1 deeltion to ka«p 
Mr* LcwroDCoat Peibiwar p 493 ( niaiog 
of Corpi of Patban Horae, □ 461 ) tojaitj 
of troop* at Peabtw r p 4Si | profeanooa 
of kiraltr froon Baraktab p 4SS j itorla* of 
dUaScrtlo of Slkb troop*, p 460 ) preean 
tlena propoeed by General lUbi 

L 497j amoDaltion eiirol by U*Jor 
wTOiw In 111* Jwfttr p. 488 1 
Icnralty f Vrboba, p 498 j njnewity 
for bi I'll DOnt of Qoimq klotlier axplalfieJ 
t bill ofieerf at Pcib4«a p 4S0| dally 
I etkrra from Captain Abbott bonndhig in 
rmnonm p 4J^j warning* rccdred by I 
Maj r Lawrence, p 4113 j arrjugenwnt* for j 
dbpoaal of petiHoo from oAcer* and 1 
KJrilier* pp 401, 603 j recoptkm of Ooror 
nor baroir Qolob Siogb retnmlog from 
leave pp 406-09 j itrengih of new T alban 
Regimat p 400 ( {aipeelkm f Lor*o 
recelroJ from Laitoro n jOI j ImHjnTnity 
t Ic*Mwar P rfOij parade* p 604| 
ilr*. Lawrenc unre* throogb oHt p. 60^^ 
Trroipt of new f Lhratenant BJwardea 
MCtorW •alntoi, \ 6}9| retampUoo of 
tiharmartba, p 610 j tolnlM for Lt^enaol 
LJwarJet’ *eeonJ Ylotory p 614 1 parode* 
of troop* p 610 J ian>eetlon of (ant* 
p o33| arrOJt of fakir ecnlcnry from 
Mnira] pA-aebing leditbn pp 621, 626, 

I ciecntjcii,p uSOi piy^mt of iroopa 
p I pnoiaTtiatioQ* aUIng on tjllb 
nbjrcls *no bare joined Ifnlrai io wllb 
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D/AJt/SS 6F captain J ABBOTT iS^S 


Tara Singh to Colonel Umeer Chund I vvaa always opposed to the 
transfer of Umeer Cbund to Tara Singh’s To^khana The men of the 
battery have a Lind of feud with him and the establishments which in 
his own Top^hhana he had been labounog to get into order have been 

replaced by the rotten carriages of another battery My views however, 

were overruled my orders cancelled and the immediate consequence 
was the disaffection of the Toptkhisna at Karoo kbowta, a matter 
still under invesbgation I have issued purwanas to the Kardars to pro- 
cure mules or camels in exchange for the carts but delay seems to 
be inevitable, 

J ABBOTT 

Na 16 —Diary of Oaptaln James Abbott Assistant Heal 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 8th May 1848. 

8th Maf j8^8 — Humpoor, Hiuara — All the Chiefs to whom I 
have proposed the sending of some of their followers with Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh have readily acquiesced Mohyooddeen Khan, Gund 
gurria has volunteoed himself to accompany, and I have accepted the 
reluctant offer of Nawab Khan of Tunnole to the same effect The 
presence of these men may be useful to the Sirdar on emergency 

The uncle eff Jehandad Khan the Bhalngra Chief, Bed to me this 
day for refuge He was preceded by a letter from Jehandad saying 
that his uncle was coming to attack him with all the levies of Tunnole 
and that report said the Sikh Troops jo Pukll had joined them He 
himself is to be here to-morrow His conhdant, Mir Zemaun Khan of 
Gundgurh, dictates to him the most cruel lawless and Impohtic acta 
which have alienated all hearts from him I long ago recommended 
him to discard this man but he makes himself too necessary to the 
Khan s pleasure. 

There Is a rumour to-day of some meditated commotion In the 
district but I cannot ascertain whence It arises or what is the nature of 
the apprehended movement A man who seldom goes abroad left his 
house to gne me the warning Nuwab Khan of Tunnole complaining 
of the insufficiency of his jaghir of i 200 rupees, and volunteering to go 
with Sirdar Jhundur Singh, I accepted his offer to hit great dismay He 



/7A-/A7r? or CAPIAIN J ABBOTT, 1 S 4 S 


>59 


\aids Mcnl to Sndai Cluitlui Singh and without infotniing him 
abl)) of what had passed got his sanction to icmain lieic and send 
•other. I ha\c insisted upon his holding by his fiist pioposition, 
ssured him it is his onl\ hope of an incicasc of income 

Captain Lumsden’s note of the 5th instant came to liand to-da}' I 
answered it b^ this day's dak, Qtli Ma} 1848, daybicak. 

J. AliBOlT, Captain, 

Assisiaul Resident 


17 —Diary of Captain James AblDott, Assistant Resi- 
lent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 9tli May 1848. 

;?/// Mav iS^S — Hut upon), - Received Captain Lums- 

nole of the 6th instant. I liad piCMOiisly sent an c\pi css to Siidar 
clur Singh to infoim him of Captain Cdwaidcs’ ciilical position and 
him to hasten Ins maich I shall now let him know the altcicd 
;t of afi'airs in that Dooab, as it is highly dcsiiablc that his troops 
n in an cnccluc condition. Whatcvei ordeis me necessary should 
nt without delay to meet thcSiidai at Pind Dadun Khan If there 
e slightest chance of defection it is fai better they wcic recalled 
c already given the sinmiscs of the people of this neighbourhood 
the feelings of the olTiccrs upon the subject, and these me not 
waging a single bad cvimplc is to be avoided I have no late 
from Peshawur though I wiilc daily Report says that Uisulla 
1 has fled thithci foi refuge from bis son Jehandad Khan, the 
agi a Chief, has m rived in this neighbourhood His uncle fled to 
le day before yesteiday I should have preferred his remaining in 
■vn countr}' just now , but lie professes to be alarmed and was urgent 
mehithei Khan-i-Zeman Khan has not yet departed Received 
It fiom Sirdai Chuttur Singh, who is sending a confidential servant 
5 son, Raja Shere Singh , endeavoured to settle some of the con tre- 
es amongst the Gundgurnas, and heard the case of alleged mutiny 
January of the Golundauze of the Khowta guns The Jemadar 
ars to me to be the culprit and the Golundauze seem wholly innocent 
sr judgment however pending the ai rival of two witnesses called for 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 
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No la— IMary of Captain James Abbott, Aflalstant Besi 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 10th May 184S 
loih M^y iS^S—'HurripooT^ Husi^ra — The post from Lahore has 
airbed this day without a letter for me My letter baa therefore been 
Intercepted. I heard, however from PcsKawur where all was nght on 
the Slh. “FertviTsed mlhi mcredlhile vldetur exercltum Brittanicuni, 
diuD ab humo implorat clvmm saoguia Immerltc perfuaa dum ultloncm 
gentes expectant frementes aeee a hostc In Lahorem finnare. Ita In 
Cabnram fuit Itabic si sit, Nalio nos contemptn evomcrct 1 spo^e 
very scnously to Jchandad Khan upon the necessity of dismissing his 
evil genius Mir Zeman khao Gundguma assuring him that he had 
already through that man s counsel# alienated the hearts of both subjects 
and neighbours, and that I should not interfere to prevent the conse 
quences unless he were sent away He is. Infatuated and will probably 
not listen to advice. It is highly neceasary that any orders Intended for 
Sirdar Jhundur Singh be sent him without delay to Find Dadun Khan 
whether to halt, to advance, or to return The nsk is great of bring 
mg troops Into contact with treachery, the more especially if delay Is 
meditated 

J ABBOTT Captmh, 

Aisistartl Rextdeut 

Closed #t funrise. Post not In I have witten daily (ayth April) 
since the outbreak in Mooltao I have receipts for only one or two 
covers. 


No 19 —Diary of Oaptoin James Abbott, Assistant Real 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 11th and 12th 
May 184 a 

itth iS^S^Htintpoor, Hucara — No letter to-dav from Lahore 
The chilaun also Is blank so that if Captain Lurosden ivrote hJs 
letter must have been Intercepted at Lahore The chilaun has, however, 
ndlhcr seal nor signature. Some rerclpts for my letters came by 
this post But the signature is illt^blc so that I am quite ignorant 
whether my leUers reach ihrir destination or arc intercepted The 
Thannidar at Dunna wntes that the deuchment of lo Znmbooras at 
that fort hai’C deserted their post to join the rest of their troop marching 
with Sirdar Jhundur Singh. They had the strictest orders to sund fast 
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Jt IS much to be doubted whether Sirdar Jhundur Singh’s Brigade should 
be allowed to advance further than Find Dadun Khan. I have 
written several times to beg that further orders may be sent the Sirdar 
to that place. I still indulge the hope that vigorous measures will be 
taken to put down this revolt and that the Resident will not wait until 
the meshes of treachery are inextricably woven around us. 

1 have written urgently this day upon the subject to the Resident. 
The 27th April is the only day since the outbreak on which I have 
not written 

1 2th May ripoot , Husa) a . — The post has brought me a 

note from Captain Lumsden after two blank posts It is unfortunately 
not dated It mentions the capture of General Kaun Singh for 
conspiracy. Yesterday, the Dunna Thannadar informed me of the first 
symptoms of disaffection in those mountains. The Kurrals had 
sent to the Dhoonds, telling them not to pay their rents as the Sikh 
Empire was over in Mooltan. The country is very strong and the 
weakened field force of Huzara could not spare a column sufficient for 
its subjection A letter from Major Lawrence of the 9th gives favourable 
news to that date He has enclosed me a copy of his note to the 
Resident which I have sent on under cover, lest it be lost. His 
arguments are of great weight, and I most earnestly hope the Resident 
will attend to them I cannot believe that any two men acquainted with 
military matteis and beyond suspicion as fearless and conscientious 
public servants could be found to advocate delay at this crisis. 

News from Moozuflfurabad states that Maharaja Goolab Singh is 
gradually strengthening that post (since the outbreak) The force 
amounts at present to 3,000 men. Rumour says he has thoughts of 
visiting the spot He has always kept up a regular correspondence 
with the Barukzye chiefs at Cabul Aid from him is confidently relied 
upon by the disaffected But his operations are secret and I have 
no proof of machinations on his part in the present conspiracy Three 
heavy guns which I ordered in from Karoo Khowta arnved yesterday, 
and fired a salute according to custom The officers have not 
waited upon me, the first instance of neglect which I have expenenced. 
I have sent for them therefore 

Closed daybreak, 13th May J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident 
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No 20 —Diary of Oaptaln James Abbott, Asslfitant Besl 

dent, on deputation to Hazara, for the 18th May 1848. 

jjth May i8^8—Humpaor^Hueara —No news by the Lahore dak 
to-day although Captaaa Lumaden gave me to suppose he would write 
dally I have also no certain Information of the letters I write; a few 
recapls are returned with illegible cyphers , others never reappear My 
letter* from Lahore rarely acknowledge receipt of any cover and often 
the seals appear to have been opened all this causes needless anxiety, 
and It Is Impossible to talc fresh precautions unless I know how 
far the past have failed I have written daily (27th April excepted) 
since the outbreak at Mooltan and since Captain Lumsden opened 
his correspondence I have dally sent two covers, one of them to 
him I hope it will be found possible to let me have a single line, 
if but of ten words, daily as then the failure of a dak will be manifest 
I have had three blank dak* since Captain Lumsden s correspondence 
commenced- News from Peshawar up to the iith favorable Wc live 
In the hope that the only measure which can avert the threatening evil 
has even though late been adopted, and that the British Army has 
advanced upon Mooltan- Had this measure been taken at once the Sikh 
Armj had been paralyied and had awaited to see the first results. The 
Chiefs of Hurara have made up their several parties, as usual when 
changes are expected All the Intelligence I can collect from the Sikh 
Army tends to tlie same Impression at which I have often hinted and 
which Major Lawrence has plainly stated. The poor of this country look 
to me for protection and so long as we maintain our ancient reputation 
the Chiefs also will look to me for further advancement and for protection 
against tiiclr Gov emment My great object is to prevent any excitement 
in the minds of the most exatable people in the world At present 
the country la still enjoying a measure of peace, prosperity and protection, 
unknown for forty years But any outbreak of the Huxara Field Force 
would arouse the discontented throughout the land. In spite of reports 
and impressions I indulge the hope that the Peshawur and Hurara 
Brigades would stand fast, not from disinclination to join, but from 
consideration of the hazard of deserting those Important posts The 
1 urral Chief, accused of having Incited the Dhoonds to stop payment, 
has come in upon roy summons I have no reason, however, to discredit 
the report, but at present ray evidence Is not iufftcient for bli convic 
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tion. He is the most treacheious and cowardly of all the chiefs of 
Huzara 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No 21.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzai’a, for the 14tli May 1848 

i^lh May i 8 /f 8 — Hurripooi, Husaia , — Having to-day taken the 
precaution to open the dak bag myself, I dievv out the Resident’s 
official letter of 8th and Captain Lumsden’s notes of loth and nth 
instant. Theie cannot be a doubt fiom the bearing and evasive attempts 
of theMoonshee that this establishment is in theinteiest of the conspiia- 
tors. 


A report was yesterday brought, requiring confirmation, that 
Captain Edwardes had fallen upon and defeated with slaughter a large 
army of Mulkeeas upon the borders of Bukkur , another report, elicited 
from a boasting Sikh soldier, stated that the 15th Jayt (25th May) 
IS the day appointed for the reunion of the whole Khalsa Aimy Two 
Sapper Sergeants and 12 Pioneers arrived to-day to relieve the 12 on 
duty with the survey I have detained the new arrivals pending 
reference, as their presence may be of the utmost value in case of 
commotions They enable me and Lieutenant Robinson to sleep under 
a British sentry The wisdom of Lord Hardinge provided me with an 
escort of British sipahis The jealousy of the Military authorities 
deprived me of it But the late officiating Resident and General Command- 
ing the Division allowed me to retain 30 men of the company These by 
some measure were reduced to 12, a number insufficient foi the 
current duties It seems to have been accepted as a matter of course 
that no tumults were to arise in the Sikh Army, whilst our justice had 
disgusted every predatory official in the Punjaub. 

I have ever calcutated upon commotions and have only wondered 
they were so long deferred 1 arrived this evening at a musjid of the 
city just in time to prevent collision between the Moosulmans and 
Hindoos. 
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The musjld and temple we in the same neighbourhood and the 
Axatin and Sunk arc sounded together This is most provolciog to the 
Moosulmans as no human beiogs can vie with a conch In discord- I 
had previously endeavoured to arrange that the sounds should be 
diflerently timed. An uproar of this nature might be attended with 
consequences fatal to the peace of Huzara as the Sikhs of the army side 
with the Hindoos. 

J ABBOTT CarrArff, 
Assulani Risident 

Closed at daybreak i5tb 


No 22.— Diary of Oaptaln James Abbott, Asslstaiit Kesl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, without date, received 
on the 11th May 1848 

This day's post has brought no letter from L-ahorc. But the news 
from Peshawar up to I3tb was favorable, all here conUnues qmet I 
have let the Kuiral Chief know that I shall visit upon him any demur of 
the Dboouds to pa; their rents 1 have had many hearty assurances of 
devotion from the Chiefs of Huzara, and with timely intelligence should 
not fear being able to annihilate the Field Force here in the event of 
treachery j my great anxiety is to prevent cxcltatioa of the minds of 
the people. The condition of the country at present is so happy and 
smiling that it would wnngmy hcartto see it disturbed. I have made 
this reply to all who have pressed their services upon me assuring them 
of my conhdenoc and that if I need their aid I shall gladly summon 
them Reports are less rife the last few days General Sooltan 
Maimood sent an offering of quail and came over to wait upon me. 
This man baa of late utterly n^lected the etiquette prescribed by 
military discipline which I have not noticed because I have had 
occasion to report him unfavorably The present symptom Is 
indicative either of news unfavorable to the discontented or of a 
desire to lull suspicion He b In correspondence with Mooltan. I 
took occasion to sound Colonel Richpal Singh as to the temper of hb 
corps almost wholly composed of Sikhs He assures me that be believes 
their fidelity unshaken I told him that if the Sikh Army played any 
tricks we must destroy It to a man that had spared It because the 
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sovereign was a minor, but that rebellion would oblige us to annihilate it ; 
that the regiments, however, who continued faithful would be cherished 
and honored The corps has been much on service under ray own eye 
and IS I think kindly inclined towards me. When I was about to run 
up to Uggrore I ordered the company of my escort to be relieved. But 
the whole of the men begged permission to remain saying that they had 
enjoyed the plains with me and would now take the toil of the mountains 
with pleasure. 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident. 


No. 23.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 16th May 1848. 

1 6th May 18^8 — Hurnpoor, Huzara — To-day’s post has brought 
no letter from Lahore, nor any acknowledgment of my daily double cover. 
News from Peshawur of the 14th is favorable. Rumour is again busy 
and it IS confidently believed by the troops here that the whole of the 
Sikh Force sent against Moolraj are engaged to desert to his standard. 
It IS very certain that the Cavalry do not fight, and I never could com- 
prehend the object of their mission. I was beginning to entertain some 
hope of the staunchness of the Huzara Field Force, but this evening I 
learn from Peshawur that Pertaub Singh, Commandant of a Missal of 
Sikh Horse of Sirdar Goordutt Singh’s Gola, has deserted its post at 
Pukh, in spite of the repeated orders of Colonel Bhoop Singh, Command- 
ing, and IS in full march to join the Sirdar at his bidding I have written 
a strong remonstrance but without much hope of success, and the example 
IS likely to produce the worst consequences. I have written so much and 
so strongly in my journals, notes and public despatches upon the absolute 
necessity of an instant advance of the British Afmy, that were I 
assured all my letters had reached their destination, I should not repeat 
advice in which I am so warmly backed by every person acquainted 
with the Punjaub and the Sikh Army Delay, when a fearful and 
instant retribution is everywhere expected, will be attributed to timidity 
We hold our position in the Punjaub wholly by the force of opinion, 
by the general belief In our superior courage and resources. Our 
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Empire in India has the same foundation and one or botli may pass 
away if we evince any aymptoms of hesitation By delay, every 
traitor from the snowy mountain# to the Sutlej will have time to com 
plete hia web The army already faltering will it is to be feared 
succumb Scinde may probably join in the rcbenjon,and the large British 
Force at this moment available may be necessary to preserve tnm 
qmJlity Jn our own dominiona. As to the danger from sun and Hood it 
IS a mere shadow compared with the pcnl of quiescence. We have every 
boat of the five nvers at command Report says that the Jumboo Ruler 
is increasing his army quietly It baa been strengthened at MoozufPur 
abad, but this is nowise ertraordinary, as the mountaineers there have 
received much wrong at his hands. We have no news from Edwtrdca 
or Taylor Report again speaks of an engagement in that quarter, but 
the former report of Edwardes victory over the Mooltanica is uncon 
firmed 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assutanf Resuienl 


Ko fi4.-‘Dlar7 of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Besl 
dent, on depntatlon to Huzarsi, for the 17th May 1848. 

I'jih May 1848 — After three barren posts from Lahore Captain 
Lumsden s notes of 13th and i4tb instant have this day arrived together 
From them 1 find that on the 14th fourteen of my letters ws. seven to 
the Resident and seven to Captain Lumsden had been intercepted 
The Dak Moonshee produced cbllauns signed by the Lahore Moonahec 
acknowledging the receipt of all He has from the first been so dis- 
concerted when asked about missing Icllcrs that strong suspicion has 
been inevitable. The whole post is manifcally engaged m a conspiracy, 
which IS far wider spread than seems to be believed at Lahore The 
prn ailing report of the day is the partiapatlon of Maharaja Goolab 
Singh. He is said to have summoned many of the moonloln chiefs 
of Huiara and to be in close correspondence with members of the 
army here. From Captain Lumsden s notes I gather that about 1 1 or 
more of his letters to me have been Intercepted, This is a matter of the 
first importance and deserving vigorous measures of correction The 
cbllauns accompanying the Lahore post do not exhibit any notice of 
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the letters so that they aie probably stopped at Lahore, though certainly 
not without knowledge of the Moonshee heie The soldieiy still speak 
with confidence of the purpose of Sirdar Jhundui Singh’s and Raja 
Sher Singh’s Brigades to go over to the enemy News from Peshawur 
up to 15th favorable They have the same repoit there which prevails 
here, viz , that a day of this month is fixt for the general assembly of 
the Sikh Ai my. Their lepoit, howevei , makes it 13th J ay t, ouvs the 
15th. Sirdar Chutlur Singh paid me a visit this evening. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Eestdent. 


No 25 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 18th May 1848. 

1 8th May 18^8 — Hiiuipooi, Huzaia — This day’s post brought me 
the Resident’s lettei No 192 of 15th instant and Mr Cock’s note of same 
date, together with receipts foi my letters of This is some satisfac- 

tion, but it is not the less manifest that the Post Office establishment is 
devoted to the conspirators I am somewhat comforted to learn that a 
powerful army is being assembled But speed is of extreme importance, 
every hour of delay increasing the difficulty From the consternation of 
the Jumboo Prince’s people I gathei that the reports of his participation 
are not unfounded Colonel Canara called upon me to-day and informed 
me that an Adjutant named Urbail Singh had been sent to join his 
battery, who is noted as the most mutinous officei in the Sikh Army and 
as the principal instrument of Colonel Foulke’s murder I beg thdt a pur- 
wana may be sent recalling this man without delay, he has probably been 
sent here as a firebrand A man who has returned from Sirdar Jhundui 
Singh’s Brigade declares that the soldiers speak openly of then intention 
to side with the rebels , at Peshawur all was m statu quo on i6th The 
Missal of Sirdai Goordut Singh Burhania’s Gola of Horse, which deserted 
Its post at Pukb, arrived here to-day in spite of my purwana to them to 
return. 1 hey have, ho‘wevei , promised to go back to their post to-morrow 
A serious complaint of the grossest abuse is preferred against General 
Sooltan Maimood by the Native Officers and Golundauze of Colonel 
Canara’s Batteiy I long ago begged that this man might be removed 
from Huzara, where he had created one mutiny m the Artillery, but my 
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reqoest was not complied with This batterj Is now so disgusted 
with his conduct that there is reason to apprehend desertion I have 
taken the evidence of the plainti^ and will do niy best to make some 
settlement, but It Is a perplexing case 

J ABBOTT, Captaih, 
Aistsiani Rtsidetti 

Closed at daybreak, 19th May 


Ko 26.— Diary of Oaptaln James Abbott, Aealatant Reel 
dent, on deputation to Euzara, for the 19th May 1848, 
jgib May 18^8^ — Humpoor^ Hutara — Thla day's post has brought 
me the Resident a letter of the i6th instant inJorming me of the depor 
tabon of the Quecu-Dawagcr of Lahore and Mr Cocks note of the 
same date Yesterday I received the Rcaldcnt a letter and Mr Cocka note 
of the 15th Intelligence from Peshawur of the jyth reports matters tn 
ilati quo I write dally two letters to Lahore The chilauns returned 
from thence acknowledge the receipt at Lahore of all the letters sent, 
yet they seem not to come to hand J have no autbent/c intdUgenee 
from Jccmboo. Here all Is stJI qcuet Ad]utaiit UrbaJl Smgb has arrivecL 
1 have elsewhere in yesterday's note mentioned him It is highly 
adviaable that he remain not here, as there are elements of strife m the 
Artillery and Infantry here stationed, which may turn into something 
worse. I have mentioned one of these, General Sooltan Mairaood, whom 
I could wish removed to some honorable office elsewhere. Here be has 
almost created a second outbreak 1 think it would tend to soothe the 
irritation of the Sikh officers were they assured that In the corps which 
prove loyal the officers shall be reinstated in the rank of which they were 
deprived after the occupation of Lahore. I do not think they will ever 
hearbly serve the Government whilst this is withheld I have no news 
of Sirdar Jhundur Singh of late date. The chief officers of his force are, 
I think, loyally inclined, but some of the privates speak openly of an 
intention to desert. The Cavalry Regiment is perhaps the best Inclined. 
Had Colonel Umeer Singh retained his old company and battay it might 
have been depended upon But he has no knowledge of his present 
company, and they are probably disgusted at hU rclucUncc to join them 
All the chiefs here arc warm in their professions of loyalty and several 
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have begged pei mission to plant their sentries and sleep themselves 
around the tower which I occupy But I have steadily declined any 
exhibition of diffidence toward my Sikh guards, who still furnish my 
sentinels. I am beside, most anxious not to unsettle people’s minds by 
the prospect of change. The country at present is enjoying rare felicity 
and it must not be disturbed without the most urgent need. They 
assure me that m the course of a night from five to ten thousand armed 
men would gather under my banner were theie any alaim of treachery. 
Reports have become less frequent of late. The last is that Raja Sher 
Singh had been defeated There appeals, however, no foundation for the 
rumours. I am truly happy to hear that a laige British Force is assem- 
bling for Mooltan, and 1 trust that no more overtures will hinder its 
advance as it is a great object of the insurgents to gain time. I am 
obliged to make many repetitions because my letters seem to be inter- 
cepted. 

J, ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistaut Resident 

Closed at daybreak, 20th May. 


No. 27.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 20th May 1848. 

20th May 18^8 — Hurnpoor, Huzaia — This day’s post brought me 
the Resident’s letter and Messrs Cocks’ and Hodson’s notes of the 17th 
Reports have been less frequent for several days past The army await 
with anxiety the result of Raja Sher Singh’s advance and the conduct 
of his troops on the occasion Colonel Canara’s Golundauze Company 
here is almost disorganized by the insulting demeanour of General 
Sooltan Maimood, and m Richpal Singh’s corps the most serious discon- 
tent has been evinced at past exactions of that officer I am endeavour- 
ing to heal the wounds with the least possible agitation Sirdar Goordut 
Singh’s Missal of Horse returned to-day towards its post at Pukli. I 
had arranged with the Nazim to seize the principal officers should they 
persist in their mutiny. They plead the order of their Sirdar and 
their want of funds I have ordered an advance to be made them on 
their return. From Peshawur the news continued favorable to the 8th. 
Major Lawrence is most anxious that the pay of the troops at Peshawur 

22 
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»ad Hazara *hould not be entrusted to Sirdar Mchtab Singh s or Sirdar 
Goordat Singh e Horse The Utter has just arrived at Hussun Ubdal 
It la certainly a matter of the first moment, and it acems advisable that 
drafts upon the naghbouriog treasuries should furnish the needful 
funds instead of the cash being sent from a distance just now 
I write and send daily a diary and a note. 

J ABBOTT, Captair, 
As^lant Rmdtnl 

News from Puk\i states that Moolraj has applied to Cabul for aid to 
be sent him by the lower route 


No 28.-~I>iary of Oaptaln Jamea Abbott, Aasistant Beal 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the filet May 1B48. 

2izi May 2 848-^Bu) npooTy Huasro — This day’s post has brought 
me a duplicate of the Residents letter No 197 of i6tb May, the parhe 
ulars of which 1 ha>e explained and published- The army and garrisons 
here continue in the hush of expectation waiting to shape their conduct 
with the tide of coming events The merchants and ahopLeepers have 
taken aJarm and dare not purchase the gram of the cultivators, the tide 
of travelling roercUanta has ceased to flow into Hurripoor confidence 
Is at ad end and can be restored only by a general cleano^up of the 
political horizon I dare not mendon the remote time to which our 
forward movement is deferred Unfortunately the public prints make 
no secret of it. In tlic present stale of afiairs In Mooltan the adv'ance 
of our army would dissolve the conspiracy The seUlemcnt of the 
case by quiet measures appears to me far from desirable- A terrible 
example is required and nothing less will restore our reputation to 
the brilliance it had acquired after the battle of Subraoa The 
punlshmcnl of two or three miserable Instruments will not b<* accepted 
by the naiucs os the retribution due for the butchery of our PoUllcal 
Agents by such unparalieled ircacheiy, and the peaceful surrender of 
Mooltan will leave our position in tlic Punjaub weaker than ever News 
of the 19th from Pcshainir, all atlU quiet 
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I believe Maharaja Goolab Singb is still m Cashmeie and that the 
reports of his military movements have been distorted 

He IS not likely to take any overt part in a lebellion so little ripened. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident, 

Should any Vuqueel from Moolraj come to Lahore, he will be 
entrusted with the task of seducing the ai my 


No 29.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 22nd May 
1848. 

22nd May 184.8 — Humpoor, —Yesterday’s post brought 

me Captain Lumsden’s note of the 19th and a letter from Peshawur of 
the 20th From the latter place there is no news I have written daily 
to Lahore my diary and a note to one of the Assistants ; the latter is 
sent through Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud My letters have been pretty 
regular of late, but the irregularity will recommence whenever it is of 
importance to the conspirators to cut off our intelligence, as no one seems 
to have been punished for the formei loss or detention of letters, of which 
Captain Lumsden once reported 12 to be due, which had not then arrived 
There are many reports in ciiculation ; that of greatest importance is the 
intense interest with which the whole army and the Sikh population 
still look for the 15 th of Jayt as the day for the appearing of their new 
Gooroo at Lahore 

I purpose moving out for a few days into a cooler and healthier 
spot, about 14 miles north ofHurripoor All my people are getting ill 
here owing to the impurity of the water 

I have ordered Adjutant Urbail Singh back to Lahore He has been 
s ent here for mischief The accusations against Colonel Richpal Singh 
have been investigated and I hope to settle the matter quietly Those 
against General Sooltan Maimood are under investigation It were far 
better that he were removed At Jelum, Rohtas, Rawul Pindi and 
Ghaybi it is said (I know not by what authority) that Moolraj has agents 
enlisting soldiers, and that the Kardars wink at their proceedings 
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The absence of Captain Nicholson is much to be lamented. 

It la also rumoured that the Ghaybd people have invited Moolraj to 
take possession. 

J ABBOTT CAPTAJff, 
Atsisiant Resident 


No SO — 3>iapy of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Rosi- 

dent, on deputation to Hussara, for the 28rd and fi4th 
May 184a 

2^rd May iS^S—Humpoor, Httmra — This rooming I received 
Captain Lumsden s note of the 20 th and news from Peshawur of the 
aist, when all was vt sialu qtto I have sent out roy tent to a valley 
north of Hurnpoor which js cool and shady I myself and all the 
eatabUahment are getting ill and require change fbe water here is 
extremely unwholesome corobg from the flooded fields and the heat is 
very great. A letter for Captain Edwardes from the Resident has been 
sent Die by tc^days dak, evidently on purpose that it may not reach 
Captain Edwardes to whom it is distinctly addressed In the chilaun they 
hare bad the precaudon to note 1 letter for Captain Abbott, ” accord 
ing to the teshmooy of the chuprtssle Such shallow ardficea cannot 
avail and 1 trust one or two of the establishment ivill be banged or sent 
beyond seas, or there is no hope of any important letters arriving 
safely The whole establishment is in the pay of Moolraj or rather 
of MooUaJs employers I have no news from Bunnoo 1 sent my 
joumsl and note of yesterday by this rooming s post as usual 

341k May~~-Ccmp near Hurrxpoor — I left Hurnpoor last night 
and am encamped in a shady cool spot in the neighbourhood The 
whole dak of to-day has been intercepted. I wrote last night a few Hues 
in pencil to Captain Lumsden that he might not receive a blank dak 
but I sent no journal I write also daily to Peshawur from whence I 
heard to-day (date 22Qd} all as before. This country reniains quiet. 
But the army and the Sikh sect arc all in anxiety to know whether 
EUjaSherSinghandSlrdarJbundur Singhs Forces will desert to the 
enemy or continue staunch. Ucutenant Robinson and Mr Ingram arc 
here with me employed upon the map I have one Sikh company and 
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12 horsemen as an escort, and the chiefs are m attendance or repre- 
sented by sons or brothers. We have also 24 sappers and two sapper 
sergeants. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

No. 31.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 25th May 
1848. 

2 ^th May 184.8 — Camp near Hwnpoor — The post of to-day has 
brought me the Resident’s letter No 214 of 22nd May (to which I will 
reply at length) and Captain Lumsden’s note of same date ; all continues 
here as before The letter bag due yesterday arrived when all hope 
of It was past , not, however, until I had ordered the dak Moonshee at 
Humpoor to join my camp It brought me Captain Lumsden’s note of 
the 2ist As the insertion of prevalent reports has been blamed by the 
Resident, I shall insert no more without specific orders I had supposed 
that such would be of the utmost value at the Residency, where all 
rumours from all quarters of the Punjaub can be compared together 
with a view to ascertain their probability As a straw shows the action 
of an otherwise imperceptible current, so do these reports when com- 
pared together show the current of public feeling and very often are 
the only indications of deeply laid conspiracies I regret to find that 
they are not only deemed unimportant, but that blame is attached to their 
simple insertion in a diary, which, if it be of any use whatever, is to 
convey a picture of passing impressions which time does not allow us to 
investigate or confirm All continues in Huzara as before The return 
of the Missal, which left its post in spite of repeated orders to stand fast, 
will I trust have a good effect It could not be removed from Pukli 
without nsk both of dispiriting the weakened brigade there and of 
encouraging the armed population to refuse payment of their rents 
The position of the troops in Huzara is a great check upon their defec- 
tion The weakening of the Huzara Field Force by rendering their 
present position perilous would strengthen any disposition to desert it 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 

I wiote and sent yesterday ray diary and a note to Captain Lums- 

dep 
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No 32, — ^Dlary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Kesl 
dent, on deputation to Hiiaara from the 26th. to the 
28th May 184a 

a6th May 184.8 — Camp ntar Hiirrtpoor, Hutara , — Employed the 
whole day m Kuchcrty reading urzecs and settling dispute* until sunset 
Ncpra from Peshawur of the 24th favorable The post came m late 
bringing Captain Lumsden s letter of the 33rd. 

zSUt May — Camp as abozff — Employed as yesterday The dispute* 
concerning landed property In Dumtour are so virulent that I am 
obliged to send an especial Commisaloner to settle them I would 
adjourn thither myself but for its distance from the dak line, a matter 
just now of some consequence. 

The dak is in to^y in good time and brings me Captain Lumsden a 
note of 24th and a note from Captain Nicholson, Peshawur Also a 
note from Captain Taylor Bunnoo without date giving a good account 
of the army and people up to the hour of wnbng Captain Edwardca 
was cm the right bank of the Indus opposite Lelah and General Cort 
landt had gone to take possession of the Gbaree Khan Uaquah 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assisiant Residtnl 


No 33,— Diary of Oaptain James Abbott, Assistant Besl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 28th and 28th 
May 184a 

aSih May^^Camp ntar Humpoor — After divine service I heJd 
Kucherry until sunset Instead of forwarding ray diary of to-day I 
have addrest an official letter to the Resident upon the subject of 
inlelligcnce received from Cashmere that a Jumboo Force of 4,000 men 
is about to march to Mooruffurabad, where there are already 3 000 
This report may be a feint of the Maharaja to overcome the hill tribes, 
who though quite peaceful at present, ha\e been rauch opprest and are 
ready enough to nse when opportunity offers It is however, quite 
needleis for I ha\*e with me the son of Sooltan Hoosayne Khan, and 
our influence has prcWously been quite sufEdent to keep Uiem iq 
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order It is higlily desirable theiefore that this report, which has 
greatly alarmed them and may drive them to desperation, be con- 
tradicted, and I have accordingly addrest the Maharaja disclaiming 
belief in such a lumour, and assuiing him that any movement of troops 
in this direction at this moment will not have a friendly aspect 
The assembly of any foice upon the frontier were an encouragement to 
the insurgents in Mooltan and to others who aie disposed to join them. 

2 gth May 18 ^ 8 — Camp as above . — Addrest another official letter 
to the Resident upon the subject above noted I had not understood 
yesterday that another Jumboo foice was said to be about to march from 
Cashmeie upon Kuruao, a district between the Cashmere river and the 
Kishengunga This Force is rated at 6,000 The mountaineers anxi- 
ously enquire of me whether they may not defend themselves from this 
invasion. I have declined putting any lestramt upon their measures of 
self defence, assuring them, however, that any rising, excepting to resist 
invasion, would subject them to the displeasure of the British Govern- 
ment If they can act in concert, they ought to be able to destroy this 
force, large as it is, then country being strong and the whole popula- 
tion bearing aims 

If these military movements are really contemplated, they are highly 
objectionable at this season, and of a most suspicious character The 
information is the best I can command, and agrees perfectly with the 
manifest apprehension of the Jumboo Moonshee in my camp 

The Maharaja would plead his right to move his troops where- 
soever he pleases within his own kingdom, but he is perfectly well 
awaie of the sensation they will create m the Punjaub 

This IS one of the many dangers to be apprehended from delay 
in avenging the innocent blood m Mooltan I have written so often and 
so strongly and so vainly upon the subject, backed by the authority of 
every officer in the Punjaub acquainted with the people and army, 
that I can scarcely hope my voice will avail at the eleventh hour But 
there shall at least be an official record that I have feailessly lecommend- 
ed such a policy as would save the British name from degrading 
imputations, abate the courage of our enemies, and restore the confi- 
dence of our well-wishers 
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The people of the Panjaub honor and love us But every 
Kardar, every Moonshcc, every Thannadar in short every creature that 
can wnte or cast accounts Is our bitter enemy , and as all business 
must be transacted through them, their power is very considerable 

J ABBOTT, Captaih 

AssitUtnl ReSidtiU, 

I have written Captain Lumsdeo by this day s post through Dewan 
Adjoodhia Perahaud My offiaal letter No 5 accompanies this. 


No 84.— Diary of Oaptain James Abbott, Assistant Besl 

dent, on deputation to Huaara, for the 80th Blay 1848. 

jOlh May i 8 ^ 8 — Camp ntar Humfoor Hutara — News from 
Mooruffurabad strengthens the loformatioo received from Cashmere* 
The Maharaja Goolab Singh is either marcbing a considerable force 
toward this frontier or he has contnved that such should be generally 
believed The whole valley of PtUdl is in expectation and dread of a 
tyrant so abhorred by them It u well known that a dose intimacy 
subsists between this Prince and Sirdar Chuttur Siogb Nazim of Huzara, 
and it is generally behoved that the Intercourse by letter is frequent, 
yet 1 can get no intelligence of the state of affairs m Cashmere from 
this quarter Yesterday I sent to Lahore an official letter and my 
diary addressed to tlie Resident and a note to Captain Lumsden, the 
latter through the Dewan Adjoodhia Pershaud I received by the post of 
this day Captain Lumsden s notes of 26th and zyth the former was 
inserted in the chilaun of the former day, but a private note from 
Umbala was afterwards substituted for It. The fraud was detected by 
their incautiouslj leaving the memo ‘Kar l-slrkar ' uneffaced News 
from Peshawur of the 28lh favorable A report from Candabsr states 
that the brothers there are ffgbtmg and that the city Is invested. 
Afglian news howc\‘cr is alwajs to be distrusted I liave news of Cap- 
lain Tailor as late as the 23rd All was well The people still obedient 
through the admirable arrangements made there and the army quiet 
But one and the same Impression perx-adcs all classes and regions vi^ 
that the Sikh troops will not light In this cause 
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The post IS ]ust m with the news of Captain Edwardes’ victories 
at Dera Ghazee Khan I piopose publishing the tidings and firing a 
salute of 21 guns, which I tiust will be approved 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 

I have written as usual to Captain Luinsden by this post 


No 35. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation to Huzara, from the 1st to the 
3rd June 1848. 

1st June iS/fS — Sheiwaun, Huzaia — Marched to Sherwaun, a table 
summit about 20 miles noith of Huiripoor, there I have a small bunga- 
low and purpose remaining until summoned in any other direction by 
the state of affairs. The spot is centrical and the climate more healthful 
than any other part of Huzara 

Reports from Pukli state that much alaim is felt there at the 
supposed advance of a Jumboo Force Excepting, however, the 
intelligence leceived from Sooltan Hoosayne Khan, who has the 
best means of infoimation, all the accounts are vague and at any 
other time would attract no attention. At the present moment even 
false repoits cannot be neglected owing to the effect they are calculated 
to produce upon the minds of the people and of the army, who receive 
them greedily The dak came in in good time News to the 29th from 
Peshawur favorable 

2nd June — Sherwaun. — Much of my time is unnecessarily spent 
in collecting intelligence, giving private audiences, preparing tlie daily 
bulletin for Lahore and Peshawur The rest of the day is consumed 
in reading urzees and giving orders upon them and m arranging petty 
appeals in Kucherry. My power in this country is nothing if estimated 
by the troops at my command, but in the assurance the people have 
that I am their friend it is very great ; and were I to deny myself to 
their appeals it would speedily be impaired I have no authentic 
intelligence of consequence. Many reports are spread designedly to 
unsettle men’s minds. 

^rd June — Sherwaun, — To-day I have been assailed by a host of 
rumors which turn into thin air the instant their authority is questioned. 

23 
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That they are believed by the people I perceive from thdr anxiety on 
my account, and the enqulnea they daflj make whether I am sure all la 
right at Lahore. 

The reasoca for proclaiming Mccan Jowahlr Singh Raja of 
Bhimbur not having been communicated to me I am unable to 
conjecture how that step may affect the loyalty of the Maharaja of 
Jumboa The genera! impreaaion here is that it must cause him and his 
eldest son alarm j and if so double vigilance is requisite upon all his 
movements- The disaffected look to him as their only hope. But I 
imagine that the Sirdars m general have had enough of him nor does it 
seem probable that he would under any circumatances save those of 
apprehension, yield more countenance to rebels than would suffice to 
entangle them in their own toils and lend additional lustre to his otvn 
fidelity Although Sooltan Hoosaync Khan has command of the beat 
intelligence of his movements which In fact Is necessary in hia own 
safety yet the reports which have reached me the last day or two 
dispose me to question the accuracy of hia report The alarm continues 
in Pukh and in Kumao, but there is no consistency in the estimate of 
the aumbers of the army and all this alarm might have place equally 
were the Maharaja to whisper the project of an lD^•aslon which he did 
not really contemplate 

J ABBOTT CAFram 
Assistant Resident 


No 36 — Diary of Oaptain ffamee Abbott, AsBlatant 

Hesident, on deputation to Hiizara, for tbe 4th June 
184a 

ph June jR^S-^Shennaun — There is little ATinely In the reports of 
this day, which veer north-cast, but are not traceable to any substantial 
basis, fhe Sooltan s people sent a messenger for fresh intelligence 
who has just returned/ and loslsls upon the correctness of the first 
report, but adds that the two columns have not yet moved, and that the 
Mooiuffurabad Column Is called a mere relief a designation belied by 
the appointment to it of Oewan KQ-nifn Chund who was long in Pukli 
and curried ft\'or with Umeen KhaA* the pnnapal Chief there, by 
supporting him in all his feuds and oppitesalon He is a fit Instruracnt 
of intrigue, and should he really take command at ilooruffurabad, it 
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Will be far more than bis apparent office would indicate. In spite, 
however, of his influence over the Chief aforesaid, the dread and 
detestation of his mastei is so great and universal that I doubt not to be 
able to nullify his projects should their existence be manifested. 

The letter bag came to-day without seal and contained no letter 
for me An English writer on Lieutenant Robinson’s establishment, who 
had been absent for some weeks, returned 3'esterday. It remains to be 
seen whether Captain Lumsden wrote 

News of the 2nd from Peshawui is favorable and that from Bunnoo 
of 28th equally so Held Kucherry as usual 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No. 37.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation to Huzara, for the 5th June 
1848. 

5/// June 184.8 — Slierwaun, Huzara . — The post bag to-day arrived 
open at bottom, whether accidentally or by design 1 know not The 
chilaun corresponded with the contents, but as the chilauns are nevei 
sealed it is easy to change them I received the Resident’s two letters of 
the 1st and 2nd and an envelope containing a receipt, but no letter from 
Captain Lumsden has arrived either yesterday 01 to-day The news from 
Peshawur is of the 3rd and favorable I have also news from Captain 
Taylor of the 28th, when all was tranquil in his neighbourhood, Captain 
Edwardes being on the 23rd about 30 miles north of Pind Ghazee Khan 

The Resident’s letter of the 2nd instant rebukes me for the tone 
of my communications as deficient in respect I trust there shall be 
no further cause of complaint upon this score The haste m which my 
despatches are penned may occasionally have begotten carelessness 
in the wording and more than once, had time allowed, I should have 
altered sentences in letters for which the post was waiting I am 
fully sensible of the necessity of decorum in official correspondence 
But the subjects which have lately engaged attention have been of the 
most exciting character in which it is difficult to soften down expressions 
Without awakening the force of argument,— at least I, who wnte always 
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in baste and have no means of making copies of my Journals, hav e found 
it 50 , and have regretted it 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Astislanl RtsxdtnU 

Since yesterday there is no authentic iotelUgence from Cashmere 
Reports have been industriously circulated in Hazara that British 
influence has but a month more to nm But wah q single exception, 
vi% a boundary dispute they have produced as yet no injury to ray 
influence 

J ABBOTT 


No 38 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 

Kesldent, on deputation to Husara, for the 6th June 
184a 

6ih Juiii iS^S-^’Shensaun Hutara — The post of today brought 
me a cover from Mr Skinner Head Clerk of the Residency enclosing 
letters from the post, but no letter from Captain Lumsden I bear how 
ever that he has been absent from Lahore The news from Peahawor is 
of the 4th and favorable. From Cashmere J have no \ ery recent authentic 
intelligence. 1 have reason, however to bebeve, upon comparison 
of the various reports that the Soolian e first Information is substantially 
correct excepting as to the numbers It is probable that the calcula 
tlons arc made according to custom by the number of corps reckoning 
each at the old strength of i,ooo men What the real strength may 
be it is impossible to conjecture On the peace establishment the 
Jumboo regiments do not average above 250 men per corps But 
they arc filled up according to the nature of the emergency to 500 or 800 
men, seldom I think to 1,000 Fhesc regiments with a few exceptions 
arc almost undrilled Being miserably paid and wholl} without motive 
to gallantry, tfcey were on two occasions defeated by the armed 
peasantry of Huzara with great loss, and in one case under circumstances 
reflecting great discredit upon the troops Nothing but the presence 
and Interference of British Officers prevented thar annihilation They 
are of course In the plain vastlj inferior to the Sikh troops But 
In mountain campaigns, where the paths admit of bnl one abreast and 
cvoJuUons arc out of the question, the disparity is not so manifest and 
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the material of many of the corps is excellent, ws., Dogra and Chibb 
Rajpootras On these occasions numbers generally prevail or the hill- 
men are wearied out by delay and retui n to sow or to reap their crops. 

A Sikh Gooioo has ariived at Hurripoor and has been received 
by the Sirdar and troops with extraordinary honor. I have not yet 
learnt who he is, fiom whence come, 01 whither bound. 

Ihe leports hinted at in former diaries continue prevalent. I can- 
not, however, find any solid basis for them, noi comprehend what can 
be hoped by the Sirdars from intiigues with the Dogra 

J ABBOrr, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No. 39 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation to Huzara, for the 7th June 
1848 

yth June j8^8- She) ivcutn, Httzaia — Umeen Khaun, Chief of Pukli, 
whom I had summoned to consult with me upon the state of the frontier, 
has just arrived and bi ought more authentic intelligence He says that 
SIX regiments have certainly marclied upon Kuinao, but that no force 
had advanced upon Moozuffurabad The strength of the regiments is 
unknown He agrees with me that on my invitation they would to a 
man desert their master owing to the ill-tieatment they experience 

The four regiments which are said to be camped upon the 
Moozuffurabad road, have very possibly been so posted merely to 
overawe the Sooltan, and, if so, their advance will be prevented by 
the letters adressed to the Maharaja. The whole army is contemptible 
as a foe, but the moral effect of its location upon the frontier at 
this moment would be favorable to the insurgents in Mooltan, as the 
disaffected persist in hoping for aid from Jumboo, and the power of 
the Dogra is greatly overrated by them. I have refused the present 
of a horse tendered b}' Umeen Khan, but at his earnest entreaty have 
accepted a small mule and have sent him the price (Rs 6o) from my 
own purse as a portion of his zeeafiit 

The post from Lahore has not brought me a line from that city 
The Peshawur post, foi the first time during several weeks, has brought 
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me neither letter nor Ukhr I am therefore four days without intelll 
g^cc from I-aborc- 

J ABBOTT Captain, 
Assislant Rtsidtnl 

I have written daily to Captain Lumsden Whilst closing this the 
Sooltan 8 Vnqueel has brought me a letter from Moozuffurabad stating 
that the Kurnao Force has not advanced Tliat report says the Juraboo 
General, Nutteh Shah, has been slain In Gllgit by Gohr Rehraan, Chief of 
half Gllgit, others that he has fled to Husora and Is besieged there and 
that the force destined for Moozuffurabad has been sent to Gllgit to aid 
him These reports must be received with caution, but arc too important 
to pass unnoted The advance of Raja Sher Singh, upon whom the 
attention of the Sikh Array is fixed gives weight to every rumor at this 
moment and It appears to me that some secret agitation is going on 
amongst the troops in Hazara 


Na 40— Plary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident, on deputation to Hiuara, for the Oth June 
184a 

p/A June j8^8 — Sherwun, HuMra — My diary of yesterday contains 
ail the authentic Intelligence I ixwscss of the movemcntB of the Jumboo 
power The dak of yesterday brought me a note from Major Napier 
descnblng the unsuccessful efforts to capture Bhae MaharaJ Singh I 
cannot forbear here recording that in February last I strongly urged 
to the Officiating Resident the importance of this man s Immediate 
seizure pointing out how Inadequate was the detachment sent to effect 
such a purpose and that the Ukbars had published the march of that 
detachment and Its purpose a week before its arrival at the scene 
of action What was easy then has proved impossible since the revolt 
in Mooltan and the escape of this robber whom the army arc anxious 
to canonize will, I fear, strengthen the cause of the Insurgents The 
wide blank left without Bntlah influence since the withdrawal from 
Polowar of the vigorous superintendence of Capuln Nicholson affords 
extensive advantages to the insurgents I have hoped that this 
blank would have been filled up and the chain of connection repaired. 
But I am ignorant of the causes which have hitherto prevented this and 
therefore offer my opinion with some bcsliatloa The people of Polo 



DTARIES OF C-iPTAIN J ABBOTT, rS^S 183 

war flock lo me foi piotcction fiom Uieii Native Ruleis I issue 
purwanas. but iheie is no one on the spot lo see lliein enfoiced 
Gradually I feai the impiession will be confirmed that our pow'ci to 
protect the helpless is at an end My own presence in Huzara is 
some lesliainl upon the native functional les heic and my Kucherry 
exhibits thiee petilioneis fiom Polow'ai foi every one of my own 
people Theieaicin Potowar sc\cral haidy tubes of Moosulmans, 
who being aimed could be foi mod into .1 most sciviceable mililia and 
might turn the scale in fa\oi of Captains Edw'ardes 01 Ta3loi. should 
those officers be haid piesl I beg most lespeclfully lo urge the 
importance of this subject lhat the brigades puslied fonvaid aie not 
to be relied on. That si\ weeks ha\c past since the commencement of 
this levolt and that up to this moment no eficclual aid has been lendered 
to those officeis, no link of connection has been effected between 
them and oui main foice Captain Lumsden possessed almost patriai- 
chal pow'ci amongst the Cusofzyes His presence at this moment 
amongst them would be a check upon the disaflccled in Peshawur. 
Desertion from that post would be difficult in face of the wnld hoi semen 
and armed sowais W'ho undci such an officci w^ould harass their letreat. 
The whole Muhammadan population of the Puniaub look upon us as 
deliverers , man}^ of them aie armed and are W'arhkc , all hate the Sikhs. 
Levies of these men could be raised on shoit notice, and were there a 
complete chain of British officers ovci the Punjaub, each with a small 
body guard of Muhammadans, it were difficult for any extensive con- 
spiracy to concert its operations Whether it were prudent to establish 
such links in posts not heretofore occupied by British officers were a 
matter for consideration But the two posts I have above refeired to 
might be reoccupied without any appearance of mistrust. A complaint 
IS made to-day that the Killadar of Mansera has stopped the Azaun and 
maltreated the Moolla I have sent for him and will put him in 
irons if the fact is proved Such conduct is sufficient to cieate a 
general rising in Huzara and would not have been attempted six wrecks 
ago But our influence has greatly declined. 

My news from Peshawur is of the 6th and favorable. I have no 
very recent intelligence from Bunnoo 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Asstsiani Resident, 
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No 41— Diary of Oaptaln James Abbott, Assistant 
Resident on deputation to Huzara, for the 9th June 
184a 

pih /unt 184.8 elostd on lotii — Sluraaun, Hutam —The post 
of lo-day brought me Major Napier's notes of the 4th and 6tb and news 
from Peshawur of the 7th All quiet. The pay for the Regular Troops 
reached Huzara without accident. Sirdar Jhundur Singh wntes 
from Denah Khan on the left bank of the Indus, stating that he 
has settled the country ao far and collected some of the revenue and that 
the army of Moolraj is 30 kos* south of him He also advises 
me that he is raising some levies- Sirdar Jhundur Singh Is t spirited 
and good soldier a man of excellent sense and sound judgment When 
he left Huzara I considered him quite loyal and as he has scope 
for his ambition on the right side I trust he will remain so New 
levies If selected with judgment will render bis bngiuie far more 
efficient than at present it can be considered I trust therefore 
they will be sanctioned to hun He has barely 2 ooo fighting men and 
18 liable to come in contact with a force of three times that amount. 
I would suggest also that a letter of commendalion for his cheerfulness, 
zeal and conduct be addressed to him and the assurance uf honor 
and favor If bis future career correspond with the outset- The heat 
and toll of his march must have been very great There is no fresh 
authentic news from Cashmere The report of the defeat of the Jumhoo 
Troops m Gilglt Is still bcheved The Gooroo who was recd>cd 
at Humpoor with so much ceremony and respect by the Nazim lives In 
the Nazim s house and never appears abroad He is said to be a 
Soodhi His name and purpose, the place whence he has come and 
his destination, are all profound secrets The Sirdar's VuquecI pro- 
fessed to be ignorant of his arrival He la deep in conference 
or in religious exercise with the Sirdar to the exclusion of all other 
business Such at least is the report sent me from Hnrnpoor He 
arrived about six days ago 

J ABUOTT Captain, 
Asstsianl Rtvdtnt 

I hue written todny to M»jor Nonier hrough Dewan Adjoodhia 
Pcrahiud Two co\-cr» for the Resident are sent dally 

J ABBOTT 
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No. 42 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for tbe 10th June 1848. 

loth June iS<f. 8 — Shcnuaun, Huzma —The repoils which were so 
active a few days ago have failed the last few days If they evci had 
foundation astonishing skill is exhibited in the coriespondence. No fiesh 
authentic intelligence has been leccivcd fiom Cashmeie oi fiom Gilgit, 
nor has the Mahaiaja’s answei to my lettei yet ai lived. In Huzara 
all IS tranquil m spite of the efforts of seveial instruments to get up 
a spirit of resistance The Sirdai in answer to m3' query regaiding the 
Baba who has arrived at Hurnpoor says that he is merely the chaplain 
of Colonel Richpal Singh’s regiment, but does not mention either his 
name or fiom whence he has arrived I shall learn moie of him in a 
day or two. The dak of to-day brings no news fi om Lahore, but the 
Peshawur news is of the 8th All well. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident. 

In hac hora inveni intelligentiam secietam inter prmcipem Bursoe 
et centunones exercitus Huzaioe, cave precor. All light 1 


No. 43.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 11th and 12th 
June 1848. 

nth June — Shenoaun, Huzai a — The post of to-day bi ought no 
news from Lahore, but from Peshawur the news reaches the 9th and is 
favorable 1 have also intelligence from Bunnoo to the 3rd when all was 
well, although reports of a meditated inroad of the Wuzeerees and 
another tribe had become stiong All is quite here , intrigues and 
movements have been detected, but I am inclining to think they have 
proceeded from fear My position is so strong that barring treachery 
the field force is at my mercy I have no recent news from the Cashmere 
frontier No force has yet advanced to Moozuffurabad, nor has the 
Kurnao Force, I think, yet broken camp. The reports relating to Gilgit 
are not contradicted. If true, the incident is seasonable. Amongst the 
Sikhs there is a general belief that Mahaiaja Dhuleep Singh has 
disappeared or has been translated to Mooltan I incline to regard these 
prophecies as the shadows, not always of coming events, but of meditated 
movements This report was circulated here the same day as that 

24 
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which tnmalated Bhac Maharaj Smgh to Mooltan , aod I would venture 
to suggefit unusual care for the aafc-conduct of the young Maharaja 
The Gooroo whom Sirdar Chuttur Singh received with so much distinc 
tion is confidently said to be from the Julundhnr, his name Achara 
Singh, his family Soodhl Great mysterj is preserved respecting him, 
the Nanm affecting to know nothing of him and his name being 
ascertained with the utmost difficulty He is in a few days to proceed 
to Pcsbawur and doubtless is not without his mission I presume he 
18 one of the pncatly jaghirdars who were deprived of their lands for 
treason A descnptive roll of Bhac Maharaj Singh Is very desirable 
Jitiijunt 184.8 — 5 Amrow«, Hu^ra — To-day the dak brings me two 
lettcra from Captain Lumsden, and a note from Peshawur of the lOth, 
when all was quiet An interceplcd letter from the pen of Goolam Hyder 
Khan recommends a massacre of the Bnlish officers, and promisee aid 
News from CepUm Edwaxdes reaches the 28th U is from Dera Ghaiee 
Khan A leader of 80 horse had just come over to him from the other 
side of the river I can learn nothing of the movements of Raja Sher 
Singh's Brigade. The Sirdar Chuttur Singh his father, assures me that 
he never bears of or from him I rephed that the eyes of every Sikh In 
the Punjaub with one exception are watching his movements it was 
marvellous that that exception should be the Rajas father 

I have wntlcn as usual daily an official and 0 private cover 
esterday I sent two private covers, one for Mr Cocks and the other 
for Captain Lumsdea Mr Cocks note was inclosed to Mr Skinner 
Captain Lumsden a was sent through Dew an Adjoodhla Pershaud 

J ABBOTT, Captaiw, 
Aislsiant Resideiii 


No 44.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi 
dent on deputation to Huzara, for the 12th and 18tb 
June 1848 

iilhjune 1848 — Shtrwaun Hiixara^^X sent in my diary yesterday 
and a note to Captain Lumsden I received by to-day’s dak Captain 
Lumsden’s letters of the 8tJi and Qlh All continues quiet 

S/imvmm — I sent m my tifficlal letter No ii and a 
note addressed to Mr Cocks I received this days post Captain 
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Lumsden’s note of the lOth instant In Mi. Cocks’ note I have trans- 
lated the passages of an mteicepted lettei which led to the hint ^^ln 
Latin) of a former day’s journal. The Nazim has placed Moonshees at 
Humpooi and at Kala Seiaie to take lists of the letters which pass 
up to me It is indeed easy to pi event dangerous letters falling into my 
hands Jehandad Khan, Chief of Bhaingra and son of Paynda Khan, 
after his dismissal by me rode under cover of night with two sowars to 
the Nazim’s quarters and had a long conference with him. His Vaqueel 
denies the visit. He then mounted and rode 25 koss or about 40 miles, 
without drawing rein. He is said to have received Rs. 3,000 from the 
Nazim, but the nature of the treaty between them I do not yet know. 
Other intrigues are afoot and the Sikh priests are endeavouring to 
rouse the fanaticism of their people by prayer and prophecy. The 
Aoau7i has been prohibited I am informed in three places. But the 
charge is as yet proved only in one case. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 

My news from Peshawur is of the nth. All quiet there. 


No. 45 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 14th June 1848. 

iph June 184.8 — Sherwaun, Hmai a — I received to-day an answer 
from the Maharaja Goolab Singh to my remonstrance upon the assembly 
of a force upon this frontier He denies that it is an army, and declares 
that ^ts present position is dictated entirely by the abundance of grass^ 
firewood and water At the same time the Khaganies having been 
applied to by the Kurnao Chief, Sher Ahmed, foi aid to resist invasion 
have asked my instructions upon the subject I have replied that the 
Maharaja has assured me no array of his is in motion or to be in motion 
without British permission If therefore any army invades Kurnao 
It cannot be the army of our faithful friend the Maharaja, and the Kurnao 
Chiefs are at liberty to aid in resisting it The two armies previously 
mentioned are confidently said to be camped still at the heads of the 
roads leading to Kurnao and to Moozuffurabad. Any advance without 
previous intelligence to British authonties may after the Maharaja’s 
letter be pronounced aq instance of treachery. The Kurnao Chief hqs 
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not applied to me and I am glad that he has not Colonel Canara wrote 
roe to-day a budget of what is considered new* at Huzara. The 
principal item is a report that Colonel Bal Singh s Battery with Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh broke up and disbanded at a place called Loonmany 
The poet of yesterday brought me news of the 6th from Sirdar jhundur 
Singh Up to that time five men had deserted to the enemy, two 
sipahis and three horsemen The corps had however not yet received 
their pay He had reached a place marked m oar maps Bahall, 
20 ko$t north of Leiah, where Mooltan s corps are posted He reports 
that some of the enemy had offered to come over to him My 
Moonshee, a Sikh in answer desired him on meenog the enemy to 
unite with him I asked what he meant He replied that, If the enemy 
came over to him he was to receive them He had hoped apparently 
that the ambiguitj would escape mt 

I received no letter jesterday from Peshawur The poor people of 
Chucb, Qatur, Rawul Pindl, Robtass and Ghayb still throng my Kucherry 
They have lost their beat fneod and protector Captain Nicholson audit 
Is little that I can do to aid them The loss of a just and devoted public 
servant is not easily supplied 

I received to-day Captain Lumsdeo s note of the iith 

J ABBOTT, Caftain, 
Assistant Rtudent 


No 46 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Aaslfltaut Besl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 15th June 1843 

^ 5 ^^ i 8 ^S — Shtrwnun Hutara-^X received to-day Captain 

Lumsden 8 note of the I2lh and despatched my diary to the Resident 
and mj usual note to that officer The note written by Captain 
Lumsden on 14th Jay^ came to hand to-day having been sent to 
Captain Taylor at Bunnoo The note written by the same gentleman 
on 1 5th Joxt after being incautiously entered in the chllaun was 
detained unUl the 16th another private letter being substltated for It 
Hence there Is little doubt that some design was disappointed on isth 
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/ayf, a day on which a Sikh piophct was to have appeared at Lahoie 
Hence also we may feel assuied that the dak establishments w'eie in 
the plot. It IS a cuiious fact that whatcvci is to happen is to commence 
at Lahore My Moosulman fiiends here always enquiie anxiously 
w’hethcr anything has happened there, and aic often incicclulous when I 
assure them that all is light The heart of the mischief is still wuthout 
doubt centred there. The people laugh at the using in Mooltan and 
say so long as all is w'ell at Lahoic cver3'lhing wmII go smoothly The 
most villainous leports aie indusliiousl} circulated tin oughout the dis- 
trict Last night Colonel Boodh Singh, who commands in Pukh, wnote to 
sa3' that the Nazim had accused his corps and that of Bhadoor Singh of 
an intention to mutiii}' and of holding constant intercourse for the 
purpose He complained bittcrl}' of this accusation, dcclniing himself, 
his officers and men to be pcrfectl3’ lo3'al 

I he object of this ruse may be to sound the depth of my knowledf^c 
of their designs and to exculpate the Sirdai from pai ticipation in them 
The Sirdar has never hinted to me a word upon the subject To-day a 
letter, wuthoutseal or signature or date, purporting to be from Raja Sher 
Singh, w'as brought in answ'ei to my repeated enquiries and expressed 
astonishment that wdiilst the eye of eveiy Sikh was tinned wuth intensest 
interest towards the Raja, his father alone was utterly indifferent to bis 
fate, and according to his own account neither received letters from his 
son nor made enquiries concerning him The aimies of Jumboo still 
command the roads to Kurnao and to Moozuffurabad Vast quantities 
of provisions are being stored at the latter place — a necessary piecaution 
when troubles are expected 01 when the local foice is to be increased. 
The attitude of Jumboo belies the assurance of the Mahaiaja But he 
IS cautious and may lose Cashmere if he attempts to advance this 
way Meean Jowahir Singh and Dewan Joalla Sahai have gone to 
Sireenugr, information sent to Sirdar Chuttur Singh foi his comfort 
{(ussulh) The position of the young Piince appears to me rathei critical, 
and I marvel that he should have dived into the stronghold of Jumboo 
whilst the affairs of the Punjaub are m so ricketty a state I have news 
from Peshawur to the 13th All quiet. 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident* 
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No 47 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, from the 10th to the 
18th June 184a 

i6th June i8^8 —Shenoaun, Hutara —News this evening reached 
me from Sirdar Jhundur Singhs camp to effect that the Cherinjee Regi- 
ment of Cavalry (ofEcers excepted) had deserted to the insurgents as the 
brigade was advancing toward Leiah I have communicated particulars 
in an official letter to the Resident Up to the moment of despatch, 
none of the other troops had followed the example of this regiment 
But there Is too much reason to apprehend further defeebon in regiments 
consisting of Sikhs aa I am aware that the corps in Hurara have been 
cunously watching the movements of Raja Sher Singhs and Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh s Bngades as likely to determine their own 

At night one of the Hill Chiefs came to inform me that the Kardar 
had been endeavouring to tamper with him, saying that ah the army 
had declared against the British and that but a few days power was 
left to us, I receive these intlmabons with caubon Bat there is 
considerable correspondence and consbtency in them 

J^lh June — — At Peahawur all was quiet on the 15 th 
They have not yet heard of the defection of the Chennjee Regiment. It 
is singular that that regiment should not have wailed for its pay for two 
months of which the Sirdar was that day sending The stability of 
the remaining regiments would be more sabsfactory had it occurred after 
the receipt of pay The corps must be nearly four months in arrean 

iSlh Jwu — SlifTwaun — I have another letter from Maharaja Goolab 
Singb denying that he is moving any forces and assunng me that none 
shall be moved without consent of the British whose servant he Is, The 
corps so far as I can learn sbll occupy the roads leading to Kurnao, and 
to Mooinffurabad but It is said that Dewan Hume Chund had been 
sent to Gilgit vnlli part of the force desbned for Moozuffurabad. The 
prevalent report ji that the Sikhs ore now looking forward to the 
month of Bfutdoott for the appearing of their Gooroo and the reunion of 
their nation They affect to have discovered the name of Dhuleep 
Singh In thdr canons, who is to have dominion aa far as Delhi All 
these prophecies may be regarded aa the shadows of designs and ore 
so far worthj of attention The preparation of my dally packet and 
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sccrcl conference^ \\\\h clncf^' ntul ot]»cr--, ulu> bring me mlclbgcncc, 
con^rmc n.mh of cm h *1 i c icnmiiulci !■' ''pent m luubcnv 

1 \liH( ) 1 I , C \t lAlN. 

A’* 

1 n'>\c bent btvoten v nh tlicpcni^il “1 ,i \civ • t n^iblc letter lioin 
Mt I’ottcj , n ^ikn o:ijv.cu bnt *t!i I j.'tlo'l.in.tn ilc I'on'.tdcr^’ that tiic 
Sibh lioop'- aic It' I ''tat< dt « o.t'tdcraUle e \ itcmcni ; that the tui n 
of a tbc v.oubl ^end tbnn itt tbon nuK to the ^tandaid of ?vloolraj ; and 
that the Mnbamnn<inn ot the Sibh '-ti v u c uonhj ' carrels Ha\c 

firmitc'-'- to •'tand ''ga:n''t a gcncial dffeiiion. llt^- nb^-ci vatiotis agree 
pc. feetb. V. jih lay ow't ,in<5 with the .ttc.mni hifundit to tnc by oibci*', 
and talh ttcll v.itb, ti.« ^'ptntun <.f otbci la ilieh oflucr ' m detached 
di'-tnct': 

1 ABBOn. 


No. 48 —-Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Hnzara. for the 20th June 1848. 

3 o(ft Jinit' ji^/X — S/iitW'JKn . — A lettet fioinSirdai Ihundui Singh of 
lOlh June from Tibbcc on liic Indus, tioithof Lciah.giscs fui iher partic- 
ulars of the muling of the Chcrinjce Regiment It appears that wliilsl 
advancing upon Lci.ali, where Moolr.aj lias .i dctachmcnl of 500 men, he 
learnt that Colonel Dliara Singh’s Regiment of mountaineers and the 
Chennjee Cavalry were in close concspondencc with the insurgents 
and ready to scire his, the Sirdar’'^, pci son, 01 to go ovci to the enemy. 
Thinking to disappoint by separating them, he told off three strong treas- 
ure parties foi Pindi Ghayb, Find Dadun Khan and J hung, pretending 
that tiic pay of the force had .u lived at those places. Jn the night, 
however, about half the Chennjee Regiment dcsciled, the officers 
standing fast Hearing some days aftcrw’ard that they were still in tlic 
neighbourhood, and that having received only 2 \ lupecs each in lieu 
of the 80 rupees (01 four months’ pay) forfeited by desertion, they 
w'ere half inclined to return to their duty, the Sndav intimated to them 
that he could never again ti ust them unless they brought him the Kar- 
dai, alive 01 dead. Such wms the state of things when the letter was 
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despatched Colonel Dhara Singh left Hurara in despair declaring that 
he felt assured his corps would deaert, as certain that they would be 
defeated and that ruin then awaited them all The Sirdar had the 
same presendraent which appeared to be shared hy all officers of higher 
grade All this I had the honor to Intimate at the time of their depar 
ture. I had more confidence in the Chcnnjee Regiment than in the 
Infantry The men are orderly and respectable they have more to 
sacnfice than the Infantry and I have always had some of them about 
my person The Infantry may Iiavc been deterred from accompanying 
the Cavalry in their revolt by the obvious consideration that they could 
cfiect it at their leisure and after the receipt of their long arrears It 
also appears that the Sikh prophets ha\e deferred the pcnod for the 
awakening of their Gooroo to the month of August next, so that the 
defection of the Cavalry was premature. The whole brigade however, 
when It quitted Huxara (the Artillery perhaps excepted) was quite 
rottea Yet it was no worse than the rest of the Sikh Army so far as 
I can learn Dhara Singhs corps Is a hill regimenL The Cbennjee, 
although wholly Sikh has been remarkable for its orderly conduct and 
respectful demeanour, and its cheerful obedience to my orders This 
and the Futteh Pultun readily assisted in building the Fort of Slmul 
knnd, working as perhaps few regimcnta of Bntish sipahis would have 
done under similar circumstances They have been with me through 
difficulties and privations without munounng and their conduct to the 
last was faultless 

J ABBOTT, CAPTArw 
Asstsicut Rtstdtiii 

I have strongly cautioned the Sirdar against receiving back muti- 
neers who return in all probability merely to recover their pay and desert 
at some critical moment I have recommended him to entertain about 
500 Moosulman recruits, which I hope will meet with the sanction of the 
Resident It is not for me to dcadc os to his further movements. My 
opinion has been ever unfavorable to the ad\'ance of that or of Raja 
Shcr Singhs Brigade. 

No 49 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resl 

dent, on deputation to Hazara, for the 21st Jiine 1848. 

2i$l Jun XS4S — Shemattn Ilmara — TTie dak packet from Lahore, 
which arrived to-<la> gives notice that a letter from Captain Lumsden 
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should accompany. In the icccipt, houcvci, written at tlie Dak. Office, 
Lahoic, for niy signatuie, no notice of this Icttci occurs, noi is the letter 
present If therefore «t was actuall}’ wnlien it has been auested in 
the Lahore Dak Office. I eaincslly beg notice of these particulars 
because it is barely possible that the influence of Moolraj can extend 
to Lahoic and yet the dak establishment of Lahoic has been subservient 
to the views of the insurgents. 

In reconsidering the mutiny of the Chcrinjcc Regiment a few 
obscuations suggest thcmsclvc';, which 1 humbly submit foi considci- 
alion in the hope that if steps have not been taken to recall Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh’s Brigade some anangements ma^' instantly be made to 
cancel the baneful cfTccl of its presence in that Dooab The mutiny 
occurred when the troops were nearly four months in ai rears and weie 
in daily expectation of receiving tw'O months’ pay The Infantry Corps 
of Dhara Singh was supposed to have shared in the disaficction up to 
the moment of desertion That they stood fast may be attiibuted, 
partly to then expectation of immediate payment, partly to the general 
impression prevalent that the aw’akcning of the Gooroo, in other words 
the reunion of the Sikhs, is deferred But had this mutiny occurred 
after the receipt of pay, in all probability it would have been more 
extensive and Captain Edwxaidcs w’ould have had a formidable liostile 
brigade upon his left flank of wdiich he could have had no suspicion 

The mere accident of the delay in the payment of Sirdar Jhundur 
Singh’s Brigade has probably saved such ruinous consequences. But 
should any accident happen to Captain Edwardcs’ Force there is too 
much reason to believe that the whole brigade w'ould go over to the 
insurgents 

I most earnestly recommend these considerations to your attention 
The whole Sikh Army is in the same state of ferment if I may believe 
the information received from all quarters In the game of war some 
chance inevitably mingles, but it seems to me that Captain Edwardes’ 
game just now is one in which hazard has the greater share As a 
soldier I hope I may, without presumption, make these remarks. 

All is at present still in Huzara. Intrigues are in operation, but 
are conducted with the most extraordinary circumspection. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident, 


25 
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Wo BO.— Diary of Oaptaln James Abbott, ABSlatant BesI 
dent, on deputation to Hnzara, for the 22nd June 1848. 
zznd June iS^S-^ShfrtcauH l/utara — Goolam Rassool, a servant of 
the Pcahatvur Agency arrived to-day rn route for Cashmere, near which 
is Ins birthplace. He brought many strange reports Major Lawrence 
ordered (it appears) Doodh Singh a corps to march from Atlocl. to Hussun 
XJbdal but as yet I believe it stands fast and no report of its movement 
has reached me On the contrary a person recently from Atlockrepre 
sents It as engaged m spreading far and wide reports of the discom- 
fiture of Captain Edwardes force, which I trust are wholly unfounded. 

I found the Kardar of this place engaged In intrigues with the 
rumeendara and have removed 1 ini Sirdar Jhundur blngh assures me 
that none of ray letters reach him They are sent viA Jelum and Find 
Dadun Khan I have wntten to those officers but, as 1 have often 
observed, the complete subservience of the dak establishment to the 
Interests of the insurgents betrays a far more powerful and proximate 
patron of the insurrection than MoolraJ 

The state of the Rawul PiodI district Is most forlorn through the 
oppression of the Nalb Udaluttee, Sirdar Goordut Singh What that 
of Chukkowal Is will have been learnt from Captain Nicholson’s former 
reports 

The nmiiber of unfortunate plaintiffs who come from the distance of 
100 or 1 50 miles to my Kucherry In the hope (forlorn indeed) of getting 
redress here Is a great cmbsrrasameat to the wort of my own district 

J ABBOTT CaiTAiif, 
AuUtani Rttidtni, 


No 61 —Diary of Oaptalu James Abbott, Assistant Beal 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 24th June 1848 

x^^hJ^tte — ’She TMtm Hu$ara — No news from I-ahore the last 
three days But all was well at Pesbawur on the aist. So far as my 
Intdllgence reaches the position of the Jumboo Brigades has not altered 
but It is said that the remonstrances sent to the Maharaja are the cause 
of the Inaction and there can be little doubt that he intended to have 
luvaded Kumao 
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Huzara continues tranquil in spite of attempts to discredit our 
power with the people, and I feel sanguine of being able to preserve 
the present tranquillity, which depends little upon the presence of the 
Sikh troops of this Field force. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 


No 52 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for tbe 24tb June 1848 

2^lh June iS^fS — Huzai a, Slicnvaitn — A letter and messenger from 
Sher Ahmed, Chief of Kuinao, have just arrived stating the apprehension 
of that Chief that the Rlahaiaja Goolab Singh is invading him without 
fault or provocation on his part and asking permission to lesist and an 
accredited agent to be witness that he acts only in self-defence I have 
replied that the Maharaja wholly disavows any intention of invasion ; 
that I trust thcrefoie his fears are unfounded , but that if nevertheless 
any army does assail his country, I shall not believe it to be the 
Maharaja’s, and that he can make his own arrangements I do not 
believe the force has advanced since my first intimation of its position, 
but it is stated that the enemies of the Kurnao Chief and of Sooltan 
Hoseyne Khan have been summoned to Cashmere. 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 


No 53 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 25th and 26th 
June 1848. 

25th June 184.8 — Huzara, Sherwaun . — Received this day m a note 
from Mr. Inglis news of a victory gained by the Muhammadan levies 
under Captain Edwardes and the Bhawulpoie force over the army of 
Mooltan ordered as directed salutes to be fired, at Hurnpoor and in 
Pukh. This news will probably prevent more extensive defection. 

Colonel Bhoop Singh reports nearly 4 desertions from his corps 
Colonel Bhadoor Singh 21 and Colonel Richpal Singh 9 I have 
reason, however, to think the latter has underrated his quota. 
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jtfrt Junt — SJurwatm —Evening closed without any appear 

ance of the post bags of Lahore and Peshawur I think it probable 
that rain has fallen to the eastward All remains quiet. 

J ABBOTT, Captaik 

Asstsiant Reti/tnf 


No 54.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Besl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 27th June 1848. 

2Tth Juii* 1848 — HuKtra, Sfurwaun —The missing post bag of 
yesterday was brought in today, one of the runners having been killed 
In a fray upon the road, at least such la the present belief Tbe 
Resident’s letter No. 380 of a^rd instant has been received in duplicate, 
the first copy not signed, and a note from Mr Inglis gives a few 
further particulars of the late engagement 

A messenger from Sooltan Hoseyne Khan of Moozufiorabad state* 
that the Jumboo forces have advanced each one march towards Eomao 
and Moorufiurabad, the latter force being at Bara Moola and the 
former under the Kuniao mountain. There can be bttle doubt that the 
object of these moves i* to give confidence to the Sikh troops in 
Huxara but I think that the news of Captain Edwardes success will 
prevent any further advance at present and check an extensive move 
raent of Sikh troops which my loformatlon led me to expect about this 
time. 


J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Rtstdini 

P 5— From further accounts just received there can be no doubt 
that the Jumboo troops arc invading Kuroao— an expedient quite needleas 
in my opinion as I could settle the matter peaceably by the Interposition 
of BriUsb authority 1 shall wnlc again to remonstrate. 


J ABBOTT, 
Asststant RtsitUni 
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No. 55.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 28th June 1848 

2Slh June 184.S — Shenouun — I have recorded under ye 5 teida 3 '’s 
date the leport of the advance of the two columns of the Jumboo 
arm}' to Bara Moola and to the foot of the Kurnao Mountains 
respectively The latter column is said to be provided with an 
immense number of toiches to enable it to tbiead the passes by 
night. It is well known that Maharaja Goolab Singh has long been 
bent upon the establishment of a fortiess in Kuinao and the 1 eduction of 
that province fi 0111 a tnbutaiy to a dependent section of his kingdom. 
This is natural enough, but it is contiar}' to the Lei ms of the settlement 
made by Mi Vans Agnew so fai as I can inform myself of them, and 
It appears to me conliaiy to sound policy to peimit at this time such 
an usurpation First, because the complete subjection of Kurnao will 
encourage all those hopes, whicli have been so industriously circulated 
amongst the insui gents in Mooltan and then friends in the Sikh aimy, 
of aid from Jumboo, and, secondlj', because so long as Kurnao is free 
the British possess almost unlimited power ovei the fortunes of 
Cashmere 

The intelligence comes fiom the best possible souice — Sooltan 
Hose^me Khan It is howevei in direct contradiction of the Mahaiaja’s 
lepeated protests to the Resident and to myself. It is therefore im- 
possible that the puipose can be honest, and when compaied with the 
feeling pievalent thioughout the Sikh aimy, that the Maharaja Goolab 
Singh IS marching to then aid and is the chief instigator of the Mooltan 
rebellion, little doubt can remain that the advance of these columns is 
designed to encourage the spirit of insuiiection in the Sikh army, 
and which my intelligence led me to expect to betray itself about this 
time upon an extensive scale Captain Edwardes’ brilliant success will 
probably obstruct, if not prevent, this movement But it is doubtful 
whether the Mahaiaja will abandon his invasion of Kuinao. 

The whole of the hill tubes abhoi his dominion and await but the 
slightest encouragement fiom me to band togethei for his destruction 
and were he even supported by the Sikh forces in Huzara, I have 
little doubt that, with timely permission to act, I could render his 
tenure of Cashmere very precarious. But there is no probability that 
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SO wfly an Intnguer ever betray himself Into any step that could 
give plea for our direct coercion, and Kumao unsupported by the other 
hill provinces could not long resist his arms 

I have just written to His Highness reminding him of his protes- 
tations to the Resident and to myself and enquiring in what light I 
am to consider his violation of them begging him if he has any 
thing to arrange with the Kumao Province, to trust the arbitration to my 
hands, and to withdraw forces which arc alarming the hill tnbes and 
leading to suspicions unfavourable to friendship. 

I do not detail the reports greedily received In these parts of his 
direct, though covert aid to the Mooltanees such conduct were utterly 
mcocslstent vrith his character, but the belief In his fnendly intentions 
towards the insurgents could scarcely be so universal and so strong 
without encouragement received from him. 

J ABBOTT, Captaiit, 
AssxsXani Rtsidfnt 


Ko 66 '-Diary of Oaptala Jamos Abbott, Asslstaat Boffl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 80th June 1848. 

joihjunt 184.8 — Hutara Shtrwaun — A note from Mr Ingils was 
received by to-day’s post On the a/lh all was quiet in Pcahawur No 
fresh news has been received from the fronher but the alarm of Sool 
tan Hoscyne Khan Is great and he has begged an asylum in Huasra 
of which I have assured him should he be more nearly threatened 
The Mooltan news will, I think, render the Maharaja Goolab Singh 
more ready to listen to my suggestions 

J ABBOTT Captaui, 
Assistaut Rtsidt)\U 


No 57 — ^Diary of Captain James Abbott, Asfdfltant Besi 
dent, on deputation to Husara, for the 2nd July 1848. 

3 iuiju(y iS48—Htixara Skcrwcun — Matters remain as before dpon 
the Cashmere frontier, so far as my Intelligence reaches The alarm 
Is great, and it Is impossible for me to recommend those not ImmedI 
ately threatened to take part with the invaded, or rather with those 
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who expect invasion, and without encouiagement fiom me Sher 
Ahmed's friends will, I fear, prove lukewaim The cause of Moolraj 
IS not despaiied of by the Huzara Field Force, and unless he gives way 
to despair, he ma}^ receive succour 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No 58— Diary of Captain Janies Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 4th and 5th 
July 1848 

. ifth July 18^8 — Husaia, Slietioauit . — My accounts of the Field Force 
in Pukli are ver}^ unsatisfactory The salute in honor of the victory of the 
1 8th ultimo was scarcely fired before plots were set afoot to seduce the 
Sipahees of Colonels Bhoop and Bhadoor Singh’s Corps from their 
allegiance Colonel Bhoop Singh confined two of the ringleaders, but 
they decamped in company with the sentinel who guarded them during 
the night Colonel Canara has written to his Commandant to put four 
more in irons and send them to Hurripooi The development of this 
mutinous spirit seems to me rather desirable than otherwise , its conceal- 
ment appears to me the dangei Six or seven more men have deserted 
from Colonel Bhoop Singh’s Corps during this week The garrisons 
in Huzara being commanded generally by Sikh officers wink at their 
flight, notwithstanding the most stringent orders Colonel Bhoop Singh 
is an officer distinguished for brave conduct and justice He is a 
nephew of Khaun Singh, Maun I fear from his deportment that he is 
disheartened I have always hoped in his loyalty and have no reason 
to doubt it. If free from implication any assurance of favor might 
be well bestowed upon him 

5//1 July — Sherwaun — Letters from Peshawur of the 3rd announce 
all quiet Colonel Boodh Singh’s Corps, which, despite its order to 
march, was dallying at Attock, has marched since receipt of the victory 
on the Chenab His excuse for delay is frivolous He has also dis- 
covered, since the news aforesaid, that his jaghir is not, as he supposed 
resumed Matters remain in the same state in Pukli ; at Humpoor, 
there is less excitement. 


J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident, 
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No 69 — Diary of Oaptain James Abbott, Assistant Resl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6th July 184S 

July 184.8 — Hutam, Sktrwautu — The exdtement In the Pukli 
Field Force contiating of the regiment of Bhoop Singh, a wing of 
Bhadoor Singh’s Corps, a troop of the Chunmjeit another of — Mlasal 
and four guns of Colonel Canaraa ArtlUery continues unabated If 
confined to this Field Force It is of little consequence, but the cause 
being of a nature to affect the whole SiLh army there Is some reason to 
think it more extensive In fact the Sikh army Is alarmed at the extent 
of its implication In the Moolian rebellion and all of superior rank 
similarly Implicated are naturally anxious to foment this fear and to stir 
up the army to another effort for the service of their puppet, Moolraj 
If other branches of the army arc as npe for the undertaking as 
the Pukll Force, an immediate raovcnient may be expected But I have 
no news from Peshawur which can Justify the supposition of excite- 
ment prevailing there although the SiLhs m Chuch, previous to the 
late victory were expecting a movement from that quarter 

Colonel Bhoop Singh sent me at my request, a confidential servant 
yesterday But the man ga\e me no authentic intelligence and the 
Impression he left upon ray mind Is that Colonel Bhoop Singh who was 
at first so opposed to the wild schemes of his soldiers, must have become 
alarmed and leas earnest in his opposition I have done my best to 
reassure him 

J ABBOTT CAPTAiff, 

AssisUint Restdent 


No 60 —Diary of Oaptain Jamee Abbott, Assistant Resi- 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 6th July 1848- 

6h July 1848—Huzarn, Shrrwaun — I have no fresh authentic 
Intelligence to record this day Report aays that the Juraboo army has 
retired a march from the Kumao frontier since the despatch of ray 
remonstrance to the Maharaja In Pukll theBatneitrongexcltcmcntprcvafls 
amongst the troops, and two r^meuts are, I believe^ prepared to march 
upon Mooltan, If any check happen to our arms. This naturally Induces 
me to Bunity the position of our forces In Mooltan Captain Edwardes 
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With an indisciplined aimj' lated at iSjOOO, faces the beaten aimy of 
Moolraj, which is safe under the walls of the foi tress, and the steamers 
ought to give him command of the liver. But, on the other hand, 
the brigades of Raja Sher Singh and of Sirdar Jhundui Singh are 
now almost in contact with this aimy, and it is impossible to say 
which side either or both will take in the contest, especially should 
the late disclosuies have extensively implicated the Sikh aristociacy. 
I have evei entertained high hopes of Sirdar Jhundui Singh But 
under the supposition above noted, the cause would become national 
and no dependence would be placed upon any Sikh I he Moosulmaun 
troops raised by Sirdar Jhundur Singh and by Dewan Jowahir Mull 
Dutt are wholl}' subservient to those ofiicers. I have reason to know 
that those officeis are subservient to the will of Sirdar Chuttiir Singh. 
Thus the whole Sikh force now in motion is controlled by the lattei 
officer, a bosom friend of Maharaja Goolab Singh, who has generally 
the credit with the insurgents of being the instigatoi of this rebellion. 
If the two advanced brigades go over to the enemy the whole Sikh 
army will follow their lead. Against this chance, which appears to me 
a probable one, I trust precautions have been taken Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh obtained leave last night upon plea of severe and dangerous 
illness to change air by a visit to Baug Bootur, Ins lesidence in Kullur. 
I was not aware in granting it of all I have since discovered It is even 
reported by some that he is only feigning illness He has preserved 
a profound silence as to the state of the bngade in Pukh which cannot 
be unknown to him. I offer these remarks with much submission. 
They seem to me too important to be withheld 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 

Assistant Resident. 

The Jumboo Brigades, though withdrawn one short march to satisfy 
the British Government, still threaten this frontier. 


No. 61. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 7tb July 1848 

Jih July i8/f.8 — Huzaia, Sheiwaun — I have this day received the 
Resident’s letter No. 303 of the 3rd instant, to which I hope to reply 
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to-morrow I have despatched my diary of the 6th as usual, which treats 
of matter that appears to me of much Importance A note to Mr Cocks 
accompanies and a note to Mr IngUs Is sent as usual through the 
Dcwan Adjoodhia Perahaud The PollI Brigade Is In the same state of 
excitement, talking conddently of an immediate march to Moollan I 
trust precautions have been taken against the consequences of cither 
Raja Sher Singh or Sirdar Jbtindur Singh declaring for Moolraj, 
as their example would be followed by the whole Sikh army, who arc 
far from giving up the cause of the Dewan which, so far as I can judge, 
seems to have become national 1 have the best possible reason to 
think Sirdar Chuttur Singh a health as good as it has ever been for 
some years past and that his wish to leave Huxam has no reference 
wliatever to the stale of his health I yealerday wrote begging him to 
remain 


J ABBOTT Captain 
Assis/artl RtstdenU 

I hope that as a soldier I may be permitted to observe that any 
operations against the fort of Mooltan upon a scale msufhcJent to Insure 
success, even supposing a large part of the Sikh army to march to Us 
relief, are likely to be attended with disaster The fort is no contemptible 
place and requires a N-ery powerful si^ train as well as a considerable 
body of staunch and dlscipbned troops for its investment 

J ABBOTT 


No 62-— Diary of Oaptain James Abbott, ABsiatant Resl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the *7th and 8th 
July 184a 

phjuly iS^S—HutatOf Shmuaim — With reference to the contents 
of my diary of the 6th 1 am happy to find that Captain Edwardcs has 
ordered back Sirdar Jhundur Singh's Brigade to Ldah to the manifest 
mortification of that Chief and the probable disarrangement of the 
Immediate plans of the conspirators 1 cannot but think that on IntenTil 
between the Sirdar’s Brigade and Captain Edwardes force Is whole- 
some 
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8th July i8^S — Sherwaun — I received to-day Mr. Inglis’ note 
announcing Captain Edwardes’ second victory and have ordered salutes 
of 21 guns at Hurripooi, Hussun Ubdal and in Pukli There is 
great dismay amongst the Sikhs of this neighbourhood The 
seventh Rissala of the Churunjeit regiment is in much alarm owing 
to a report that the houses of men of that corps are to be destroyed. 
I have written to reassure them The Rissala has as yet evinced 
no symptoms of disaffection But it may be the policy of those 
concerned in the conspiracy to contrive that the houses of the innocent 
be molested to throw them into the arms of the insurgents, unless much 
care is observed 

My news from Peshawui is of the 8th All was then quiet 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 

As&isiant Resident. 


No. 63.~Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Besir 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 11th July 1848. 

nth July 184.8 — Huzara, Sherwaun — By advice from Major Law- 
rence in Peshawur, I learn that the Sikh Gooroo, Achara Singh, whom 
Sirdar Chuttur Singh assured me he had not seen, and who had, he 
said, left Hurripoor for Lahore, was sent by the Sirdar secretly across 
the Gundgurh mountain to Peshawur, where he now is The Gooroo 
allows that he received two visits from the Sirdar, and I have assurance 
that he was treated by the Sirdar with extraordinary honor It is seldom 
that the extreme caution of Sirdar Chuttur Singh lays him open to such 
direct proof of intrigue but his intrigues are not the less certain 

In a lettei from one of the Juraboo ministers to Sirdar Chuttur 
Singh, the Sirdar is begged to be of good cheer, for that Meean Jowahir 
Singh had that day departed in company with Dewan Joalla Sahaie for 
Sirmugur The young Prince, it is well known, is an object of extreme 
fear to Maharaja Goolab Singh and his heir-apparent, and, as such, 
must be held in some awe by Sirdar Chuttur Singh, whose strength is 
in his intimate friendship with the Maharaja, and whose plans, 
supposing him to be engaged in this conspiracy, might be disappointed 
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by the freedom of Meean JowahJr Singh If the young Pnnce is not 
at perfect freedom if he is in Cashmere his safety may be 

worthy of attention He is a favorite m his uncles army and has the 
sympathies of all the Dogra tribe In his favor 

J ABBOTT Captain, 
Asstslanl Rtstdint 


Ko 64. — Di&ry of Oaptaln James Abbott, Assistant Heal 
dent, on deputation to Husara, for the 12th July 1848 

I2lh Jidf SlurvsMuu — I have received Mr Inglia’ 

letter of the gth by to-day’s post. No post is m from Peshawur An 
intelligent correspondent in Raja Sher Singh’s camp writes me that the 
Bngade of that Raja haa from the firet been bent upon Joining the 
insurgents and that none but Sikhs have been admitted to their 
consultation The value of this evidence will behest tested at Lahore by 
comparison with other testimony From a letter of Sirdar Jhundur Singh 
Just received I gatlier that he has not marched back to Leiah, according 
to Captain Edwardes iostrucbons, and as he assured me he would 
do but is Imgeriog for further advice at Kurgura, the position of which 
I cannot make out. There are, I think strong reasons why his force 
should be separated by the greatest possible interval from Mooltan 
He tells me he has sent all the Hurtra people according to Captain 
Edwardes orders, to that officers camp. This seems tome a wise 
arrangemenL I would earnestly advocate the despatch of a powerful 
force of staunch troops with the largest possible number of small raor 
tars The cause of Moolraj is not despaired of yet by the Sikh army 

J ABBOTT, Caftaik, 
Assistaiii ReudenL 

P S.— By giving the day duUcs to the Sipahi* the night duties to the 
Europeans by digging deep the trenches In that light soil, and roofing 
them over with palm branches much of the ill-efTects of exposure might 
be saved, and the interval between the nty and the fort is trifilng 
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Ko 65. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 12th. July 1848. 

I2fh July 184.8 — Huzm a, Shei waun — Dunng the last few days great 
efforts have been made by the Sikh authorities to detach the Huzara chiefs 
from their devotion to British interests, and I fear not without success 
Three of the principal and several of the lesser chiefs appeal to have 
been bought over ; amongst the former, unless my intelligence deceives 
me, is Sooltan Hoseyne Khan, who refused effectual aid by us had little 
option of refusing the promises of Sirdar Chuttur Singh It is difficult 
to conceive why this chief should be secured, if the Jumboo armies intend 
not to quit their own frontier. His co-operation is useful only for this 
purpose, yet it were hard to suppose so cautious a man as the Maharaja 
capable of such a design 

The other chiefs have acted according to human nature They 
see that we cannot spare a single legiment to avenge the blood of a 
British Governor shed in the very face of our aimies, and they argue 
either that our Governois are lightly regarded by their Government or 
that the Government is powerless to avenge them I would that my 
remonstrances could avail to secure the instant assembly of a powerful 
force and siege tram around Mooltan It is impossible to avoid the 
impression that otherwise another and vigoious effort will be made for 
its relief There are 15,000 troops in its neighbourhood who may go 
over to his cause to-morrow and I can answer for it that several of the 
regiments in this quarter would instantly march to join them 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
AbSibiant Resident 


No. 66. — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 14th July 1848. 

14th July 1848— Huzai a, Slici"vann — 1 have no fiesh intelligence to 
lecoid The wing of Bhadoor Singh’s corps in Pukh is actually beginning 
to talk of carrying into effect my repeated orders to roof in their bar- 
racks for the rainy season, which ought to have set in fourteen days ago 
and is veiy severe in Pukh If they actually complete this work! shall 
suppose they have given up for the picsent their purpose of marching 
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southward I have no late intelligence from the Cashmere frontier and 
unfortunately can no longer depend as before upon that supplied by the 
Sooltan I have no reason to suppose there has been any advance. But 
the Maharaja now informs me through Us Vuqueel that he did Intend to 
invade Kumao to punish its chief for having ravished a Khultranl, but that 
he had ordered his troops to desist id consideration of the Resident s 
wishes Greater consistency would lend to confidence. 

j ABBOTT, Captain 

Assistafii Restdatl 

All was quiet in Pesbawur on the i ith 


2^’o 67 —Diary of Captain James Abbott AsslBtant Besi 

dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 14th July 1848. 

July i8^8’~'Huzara Shetwaun — I have just received the 
Resident 8 letter No 323 ofiithjuly 

My diaries will ha\'e shown that the ferment in the PuLlI Brigade 
has subsided to outward appearance aloce news of Captain Edwardes' 
second victory It had never been ray intention to suffer the mutineers 
to leave the country peaceably But I have forborne to touch upon the 
subject because the most perfect secrecy is necessary to successful 
opposiuon 

With a view to allay distrust on the part of the SiUi regiments, I 
have kept with me the company that had hitherto formed ray body- 
guard although there was much difikulty m accommodating them and 
did not part with the sowars of the Chorunjeit Regiment until they 
themselves represented that their horses would pcnsh exposed to the 
heavy ram of the mountain and m absence of proper forage. 

The worst part of the mutinous disposition of regiments Is that 
it if rarely if ever reported by Ihc officers that the Nazim who has 
more ample means of Information than I possess denies knowledge of it 
at seasons when It has become notorious and that to this moment I have 
never received from him a hint that could tend to the secunty of the pres 
ent Government 1 have often asked myself anxiously whether I 
were not wronging him by distrust but I confess I find It impossible 
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to form from ihe premises which aic undoubted an\' diflfeient deduction. 
If, however, he has nevei been duecll}' implicated, lie will probably 
shape his course according to the set of the w ind and lemain a pillai 
of the State If he has been lo^al throughout he has wionged himself 
deeply b} the \cil of m^steiy and insinceiU} in wdiich he has involved 
his conduct 

J ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident 


No. 68.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for tbe 16tb July 1848. 

j 6 th July — Stunvnun. — No ficsh occuri cnees have 

to be noticed mj ncwsfiom the Cashmcic fiontici is less trustw'oithy 
than hcrctofoic fiom causes aheady noticed In Bukh theic is less 
open excitement, but the disposition icmains as bcfoie, awaiting only 
opportunity The two Sipahis despatched from Hu7aia to escort the 
Gooroo, Bhace Achaia Singh, to Pcshawmi ai lived to-day as prisoneis 
They now deny then having been the Gooioo's companions, though 
the}^ acknowledge that the}' quitted Huraia at the same time, the one by 
permission of Sirdar ChuUui Singh, the otiier by that of Colonel Richpal 
Singh, on pretence of visiting brothers Both are Sikhs Neither the 
Sirdar nor the Colonel had authority to grant this leave without my 
sanction, and it wmII be remembered that Sirdar Chuttur Singh pretended 
not to know of Bhaee Achara Singh’s presence in Huzara, where he had 
paid him marked attention, and that he aftei w'ards infoi med me that the 
Bhaee had gone back to Lahoi e Doubtless he supposed that by the time 
this deviation from truth could be detected, it would be too late to notice 
it I have written to began explanation ol him The Bhaee must have 
reached Peshawmrjust about the date (i 5 HatfJi) fixed by the Sikh army 
for a using, disappointed apparently by news of Captain Edwardes’ 
victories 

All was quiet in Peshawur on the 14th 

J, ABBOTT, Captain, 

- - ~ . Asstsianf Resident, 
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No 60 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Besl 
dent, on deputation to Huaara, for the 10tli July 1848 

i6th July i8jfS — Huta>a, Sherwaun —I have no freah occurrences 
to record, and the Inflaroed state of ray eyes prevents me from attempting 
as I bad purposed to touch upon the subjects mentioned m the Real 
dents letter of the II th Instant. I cannot, however, defer to observe 
that Sirdar Jhundur Singh seems to have expected his recall to Lahore 
as be halted upon the Chenab instead of obeying Captain Edwardes 
order to return to Leith as he assured roe he would, I am aware that 
it is a great object of the conspiracy to have Sikh troops at or near the 
capital and to see the Bntiah garrison diminished that Dhara Singhs 
Corps is not to be depended upon and that the cause of Moolraj is not 
yet abandoned either those who set him up, or by the army who 
consider him their champioa From the extreme anxiety of all our wcH 
wishers that Lahore shouM be strongly guarded, and from the Sikh 
prophecies sll binging upon the capttire of that city I gather that from 
the firat to the present moment It has been the rallying point of thar 
designs It must also be borne in mind that owing to the extreme 
facility with which Sikh troops move, upwards of 15 regiments with 
their artillery could be concentrated upon Lahore within a single week 
I trust therefore that the garrison Is not to be diminished, and that the 
presence of Sikh regiments is not to be encouraged 

J ABBOTT Captain 

Assistant Resident 


No 70 —Diary of Oaptain James Abbott, AaolFtant Besi 

dent, on deputation to Huaara, for the 17th July 1848 

jjthJuly iS<fS — Uutara, Sfwwaun — I have no very authentic 
intelligence from the Cashmere border Report says that regiments of 
Jumboo troops are marching from Cashmere to Jumboo— a report that 
should not be left in donbl as It would denote a change m the tactics of 
the conspirators, and that Lahore not Mooltan is now thdr object 
That another and vigorous effort will be made by them, if the 
smallest avenue is left for hope, cannot be doubted , and Sirdar 
Jhundur Singh seems to have been aware that he was to be recalled 
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(oLahoic, foi lie balled upon the Chenab many days aflci receiving 
Captain Edw ardcs’ order lo rclui n to Lciali His bi igadc would cei lainly 
]Oin any hopeful rising of the conspuatois, if it is not much belied 
One of Ins regiments, Dhara Singh's, is formed of funiboo men, 
subscr\’icnt to Maharaja Goolah Singh 

I am the rathci inclined to think this change of plans in operation, 
because the principal chiefs in Mu/aia ha\c become alaimcd and arc 
anxious to smother up then late atinngcmcnls to forsake 01 bcliay me 

I ha\c no news to-day fiom Pchliawur 

j ABBOTT, Captain, 

As’^istnnt 


No. 71.— Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzai’a, for the 18th July 1848 

iStU July jS^S — Hucaia, Shawauu . — The Shub Rooz {stc) festival 
has been kept up the last tbicc nights by the Muhammadans of my 
guard, and the zumccndais in attendance, with much nieiiimcnt I find 
my impression that Sirdar Jhundui Singh had icccivcd news of his pui- 
posed recall to Lahore, many days before he received the order, verified 
by fact. But although he repoils his lecall and sends me copy of the 
ordci he is profoundly silent as to the intelligence which preceded it. 
All his real coriespondence with Siidar Chuttur Singh is earned on 
through confidential messengers, to my certain knowledge The letters 
sent by post are purposely written lo convey false impressions This is 
the system throughout The membeis of the Duibar tiust none of their 
leally important oiders to the dak Private messengeis aie constantly 
passing to and fio between them and the officers of the army. A dak is 
maintained by the Sirdar, Chuttui Singh, with Cashmere, although he 
utteily denies it Messengeis are constantly passing from Cashmere to 
Peshawur, if the testimony of hundreds is to be believed The extieme 
quietude of the Peshawur foice amid all the excitement of other blanches 
of the army is a sinking proof that the rebellion is no militai-y 
movement, no chance complication of disordeis, but a system wielded by 
one master hand , for any premature symptom of disaffection there 
might suffice to luin the cause of the conspiiators, by arraying the 
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Muhammadan popnlation against them Ncvwtheless, I have undoubted 
intelligence that the forces on this side of the Indus have ever 
calculated upon being joined by those in Peshawur Another cunous 
feature is that the only Native officer who has ever given a hint of 
the c^atement of his men Is one who knowing that he was suspected, 
has endeavoured to stave off personal danger by reporting a partial 
mutiny in a brigade rotten throughout. 

I have news from Peshawur to the i6th all was then quiet. There 
is to-day some appearance of ram 

J ABBOTT, Captain 

Asstsiani RtsuUnL 

The presence of a steamer in the Jelum at the dty of that name 
would place in our power all the boats of one of the grand fosses which 
separate the Sikh army from Mooltan Ariillery can scarcely cross 
higher up But the boats should be seaed, if alarm Is given, as high 
as the hlU fort of MungU, or eighteen miles higher up At Muogla there 
are several large boats but no ferry for artillery above it Between 
Jelum and Rod Dadun Khan the crossings are difficult owing to 
the number of channels Jelum itself U the best ferry Two steamers 
were better than one 

J ABBOrr 


No 72. — Journal of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resl 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 19th and 20th 
July 1848 

J^hjuly 184 . 8 — Hutara 5/wttyTtt//~— After despatching my official 
correspondence I held kucherrj as usual 1 forbear to notice the 
iraprcflsioQs made upon my mind by symptoms almost too shght to be 
defined because I gather that evidence is necessary for all reported in 
a journal Whereas hitherto I have supposed it especially designed as a 
vehicle for tJiose reports rumors and impressions, which arc all that the 
Sikhs ever afford of evidence of any purposed movement, which have 
never jet been falsified b} the event but which yet do not eeparnteb 
deserve a formal official report 
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20th July 18^8 . — Aftei the despatch of my official coiiespondence 
I held kucherry as usual until sunset Received a letter from Captain 
Nicholson, dated i.Stb, when all was quiet at Peshawur , theie is no 
news either from Cashmeie 01 fiom any othei quarter that can be lelied 
upon as authentic. 

J. ABBOTT, Captain, 
Assistant Resident. 


ITo. 73 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resi- 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 21st and 22nd 
July 1848. 

2 1st July i8/].8 — Huzaia^ Sheiwaun — After despatching my official 
correspondence I held kucherry until sunset The Vuqueel of Maharaja 
Goolab Singh waited upon me with a letter from that Prince, in which 
he allows that the armies assembled on this frontier were for the 
reduction of Kurnao The Vuqueel on the part of his master consulted 
me about this Hill Distiict, saying that the Raja had not come in 
upon summons I replied that he had sent his son, who was long 
m attendance upon the Maharaja’s Dewan m Huzara, but that when he 
perceived that the Maharaja had failed to fulfal his covenant with Sooltan 
Hoseyne Khan, he kept aloft fearing treachery. The Vuqueel stated 
on the part of his master that the Kurnao Chief, Raja Sheie Ahmed, had 
Gained off a large drove of cattle I replied that I had heard that 
he was not implicated m the robbery, and was willing to abide any 
judgment if it should be proved against him , that I thought the 
matter had better be investigated, ere he was punished for what was said 
to be another’s crime Ihe Vuqueel enquired what were my views le- 
garding Kurnao, stated that the Maharaja was desirous of le-estabhshing 
the fort there I said that 1 thought it would be better to give Shere 
Ahmed a trial upon the settlement arranged by Mr Vans Agnew ; that 
to the best of my remembrance this left Kurnao in the state of a tnbutary 
piovince, without garrison, yielding without expense one-fifth revenue 
to Government , that the expenses of a garrison would consume 
double the revenue, and that I felt assured Shere Ahmed would abide 
by a settlement made by me, if the Maharaja desired such He said 
that the Maharaja complained that the guilty hearts of Shere Ahmed 
and Sooltan Hoseyne Khan were always leading them to apprehend 
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iavaalon and to cocnplaia to the Bntisb Goveninient. I repbed that the 
bon saw the lamb trembliog in hifl presence and made exactly the 
same complaint of him that the chiefs m question had made no 
complaint until armies were actually 6Ued out against them 

Held kucherry aa on the previous day Sirdar 
Chuttur Siogh finding that I had discovered the presence in bis Durbar 
of a messenger named Gunda MuU from Jumboo, thought it necessary to 
inform me to-day that the man had merely come to see hi* son and had 
been dismissed that day on his rcluro to Juraboo He is only one 
of many messeugers from that Court but generally they are disguised 
and remain only to receive answers TTiere were nothing very 
extraordinary in this Intercourse with a bosom friend, were it not 
lolemnly denied by the Sirdar 


J ABBOTT, Caftaix, 
Anistant Rmdcnt 


No 74.~Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assistant Resl 
dent, on deputation to Huisara, for the 2Srd and 24th 
July 184a 

2^rd July i8^S — HutarOf Sherwaun — After divine service held 
kucherry until sunset We have no authentic intelligence to^iay from 
any quarter although there are many reports As one of the latter speaks 
of part if not all the PuUi Brigade awaiting only ther pay to march 
towards Moolun I have begged the Nanm not to dJsburae It at present 
ipii July — Shtrtsxxun — After the despatch of offiaal correspondenee 
held kucherry until sunset No authentic Intelligence, but the old 
report of a design to chupew Captain Edwardes camp on the night of the 
15th Saunin still pre\ails and has been actively circulated at Pukli by 
a messenger purporting to have come from Mooltan The Moozuflur 
abad force speaks of being immediately ordered to Jumboo uhen 
relieved from Cashmere, The rama have not aet In 

J ABBOTT, Captaiw 

A<sttfant Rrsident 
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mt Resi- 

No 75 —Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assist^nd 26th 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 25th a 
July 1848. icial corre- 

2^tli July 18^8 —Sherwattn> — After despatch of my offrom Sirdar 
spondence held kucherry until sunset Received a letter f^j^e Dewan 
Jhundur Singh announcing his maich towards Lahore Tnarched to 
Adjoodhia Persaud had previously reported that he had i^y Journal 
Mooltan The rumours referred to in former passages of general 
are increasing in distinctness There is certainly a vei a struggle 
impression amongst the Sikh force in Huzara and Qatur that, authentic 
for their old kingdom is at hand. I have however nq supply me 
intelligence of facts Sooltan Hoseyne Khan has ceased tq-abad force 
with news My own messengers report that the Moozuffured to stand 
was suddenly ordered to Jumboo and again as suddenly crdey the game 
fast A fortnight must, I think, exhibit the real nature o 
which the Sikhs are playing. Fficial corre- 

26tli July — Sherwaun. — After the despatch of my ofe of several 
spondence I held kucherry until evening On the assuranc<ipnsonment 
of the Mulliks of Huzara I have delivered from then in^ for trial, 
the four Mulliks of Simulkund who gave themselves u]o not prove 
They had been nearly a year imprisoned But as they dt be proved 
to have been the principals in the Bukha murder and cannoe deemed it 
to have had any actual share in that cruel business, I ha^st I retain 
better to pardon freely their past misdemeanours, whilj^ands of the 
this power, than to leave them as tools of disorder in the gs. 

Sikhs Their release has given gieat satisfaction to all part Vain 

J ABBOTT, ^NP^esident. 

Assistant R 

tant Resi- 

No 76 — Diary of Captain James Abbott, Assisand 29th 
dent, on deputation to Huzara, for the 28th 
July 1848 if my official 

28th July 18^8 — Sherwaun — After the despatch Om operation 
correspondence held kucherry until sunset A great effort is insurrection 
to persuade the troops in Huzara and Qatur to join the ure of two 
The most dismal reports are in circulation The captined that the 
European officers is announced and the zumeendars are assi/ Accounts 
British have only eight days left of authority in this countryn Cashmere, 
from Peshawur are favorable I have no authentic news froi 
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Colonel Alla Singh and my Head Moonshee volunteered their 
•ervicea and arc reported to have been most useful The Colonel la bo 
at all tunes 

2^lh May 184.8 — Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs all were most 
complimentary in their congratulations at the success of Lieutenant 
Nicholson 8 cliafxiw, the fame of which they declared would extend to 
Gumeel Never had the Adyryca such a lesson read them It may be 
remembered that the notorious freebooter Durreah Khan, who escaped 
from the fortress of Govind Ghur last year is one of the Chiefs of this 
villago he was present at the Durbar looking unhappy and winced 
considerably under the jokes of the Urbobs 

General Elahee Buksh and all the Colonels paid thdr respecta. I 
took the opportunity to compliment Colonels Ruttnn Singh, Uttur Singh 
Bhaug Singh and Ram Sahaie on the conduct of their regiments^ 

Heard from Lieutenimt Taylor dated the 19th instant. All wa» 
quiet with him be had entertained 900 Pathans. 

We have daily letters from Captain Abbott abounding in rumors , 
he has been suffering slightly from fever 

Yesterday and this morning continued the issue of pay to the 
Gborechurras, m presence of Sirdar Kahn Singh and myself 

26th May — General Elahee Buksb and Colonel Ruttun Smgh, with 
the several Commanding Offleers, ntlcnded with the dally reports 

Transacted busmess with Colonel Alla Singh who reports that hia 
father the Governor, will arrive on the 2nd or 3rd 1 shall be glad to 
Bee the old man for though we continue perfectly quiet here, yet should 
there be any iinttitc his experience and popularity with the troops 
would be of great use. 

Engaged for several hours in trying the Adyiye murderers Sold 
bi -luction list evening their property conescated to the State with 
th-it of bomc S}cd3 who hirboured and concealed them This latter 
act of justice will have a good effect in showing these religious gentry 
that they can no longer carry out their Afghan code of screening and 
assisting felons 

27th i/h; —Completed this morning the Issue of pay to the Chore 
chumis, which leaves them still 4^ months In arrears 
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Transacted civil and military matters with Colonel Alla Singh and 
General Elahee Buksh , ordered a General Parade of the troops for 
Monday. 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan sent his Vaqueel to me last even- 
ing to inform me of his Candahar brothers having quarrelled, and 
fought an action, in which 700 men are said to have fallen , the report 
IS confirmed by bazar rumor this morning, with the addition that the 
city of Candahar was beleaguered 

Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie looked at Ruttun Singh’s and 
Meer Jung All’s Regiments at exercise this morning, and were surprised 
at their steadiness under arms and their advance in line I mentioned 

this to the Colonels to their evident gratification. 

« 

For some days the rumors have lessened, though some letters have 
been lodged in my petition box warning me to be on my guard against 
the Sikh soldiery , rather an amusing one came from the prisoners m 
jail, advising my releasing them that they might form my Body-guard I 

Geo. St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal AssL to the Agent, G,~G-, N-W. F, 


No. 22.— Political Diary of Major Q-eorge St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sun- 
day, the 28th May, to Saturday, the 3rd June 1848. 

28th May 184.8 —Nothing particular to note beyond our being all 
well and quiet Heard from Captain Abbott, with whom all is well 

2p£/i May —The troops paraded this morning m Review order, the 
Ghorechurras, Shere Dragoons, Colonels Meer Jung Ah’s, Ruttun 
Singh’s, Mehtab Singh’s, and Meer Khan’s Regiments, at the Alli Murdan 
Cantonments, where with Lieutenant Bowie I inspected them ; and the 
remainder at Suchet Singh’s Chowny, , the Khas Dragoons, Uttur 
Singh’s and Ram Sahaie Singh’s Regiments, were inspected by Lieuten- 
ant Nicholson, the Artillery joining their respective brigades 

After the inspection all the officers paid their respects 
Transacted civil business with Colonel Alla Singh, and received the 
reports of the troops from General Elahee Buksh 
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jOih Mefy 18^8 — Relieved the garrison of Jumrood, first giving the 
men proceeding two months paj» which I advanced from the Treasury 

Colonel Alla Singh reported his Adjutant Horry Singh, an old worn 
out Hlndostance, as being insubordinate and refusing to obey him on 
parade. I have long since observed this mans unfitness , had him up 
and in presence of General EHahec Buksb Investigated the case, which 
being fully proved, I ordered him to proceed at once to Lahore and 
have recommended hia discharge without pension he has only served 
the State a few years, having joined from the Jummoo family s forces. 

IntelllgcDcc from Cabul to the 34th instant is that the Ameer Dost 
Mahomed Khan has determined to make another attempt to crush 
Mahomed Shah Khan GhUzic, who has recently rcbnllt an old fort 
HTT ipng the Aishans near Seh Baba, and collected a large force. 

For this purpose, the Ameer a three sons with aix puJians and 
six guna had left Cabul , the Ghllzie Chief Is supported openly by some 
and secretly by all the other Khaos, and Is said to be confident in his 
position the Sahibnadabs of the Aishans are all on his side. 

Another of the Ameer's sons was about to move on Candahar the 
troubles which had arisen there were said to be pleasing to the Dost 
who expected to be called on to mediate, which he would do to his own 
advantage. 

A famine Is reported to prevail at Bokhara children selling a tilla 
each and grain one seer for the rupee. 

Transacted civil and military business with Genera! Elahce Buksb 
and Colonel Aila Singh. 

A complaint has been lodged by n prostitute against Ramsay, the 
European whom I made Adjutant from Jemadar in the Artillery last year , 
he got drunk and treated her grossly I directed General Elahce Buksh 
to investigate it, and it being fully proved have remanded Ramsay to his 
former grade j he is a worthless good for nothing fellow and I should 
not be at all surprised to hear of his walking off to Mooltan 

Heard from Lieutenant Tnjior at Bunnoo, all well on the 23rd 
Instant he felt rather anxious for Edwardes, and had sent him what he 
could ill spare a reinforcement of two guns with two companies of 
Infantry and 80 Bunoochcc horse 
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Captain Abbott^s " Ides of March , " passed off as quietly as did ours ; 
he says the Sikhs are now looking eagerly to Bhaie Maharaj Singh’s 
movements 

Detached yesterday at Abbott’s requisition two companies of 
Infantry and 100 Dragoons to relieve General Mehta b Singh’s Ghore- 
churras, at Attock, of the treasure for the pay of the troops. 

One outlying picket of Meer Jung Ah’s Regiment brought in two 
Cosstds passing at night towards the Khyber, but they had only letters 
from merchants of the city for Jellalabad and Cabul 

isi June 18^8 — Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie rode down the 
Infantry parades this morning, and expressed themselves much pleased 
with the evolutions ; some of the regiments go through the Manual and 
Platoon very creditably. 

Received a letter from Lieutenant Taylor of the 25th instant giving 
the gratifying intelligence of the success of Lieutenant Edwardes' Lions 
against Moolraj’s troops at Dera Ghazi Khan At one time I thought 
of firing a salute on the occasion, but then fancied it might be making 
too much of the Mooltan traitor and his cause. 

Held my weekly Dm bar of Urbobs, but heard nothing worth 
noting I have previously mentioned their separately telling me that 
I had only to hold up my finger to have them, and followers to any 
amount, around me , I laughingly replied, 1 felt assured of their zeal 
and loyalty, but never contemplated putting it to proof. 

One of the Sind Sagur prisoners, under sentence of three years’ 
imprisonment with hard labor, effected his escape while working in the 
gram magazine near my house, and one under-trial about the same 
time escaped from the jail in the city I have confined the natnc 
officers and non-commissioned, with the sentries over them, for their 
gross negligence. 

Transacted military and civil matters with General Elahce Buksli 
and Colonel Alla Singh Sirdar Golab Singh has reported his arri\al at 
Rawul Pindee. 

At 6^ p M. expel lenced a smart shock of earthquake from north to 
south, lasting about ten seconds 
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2nd Junt 184.8 — I was delighted this morning to hear the tnimpetfl 
of the Cavalry saluting aa they announced the amval of the treasure 
1,83 000 rupees is safely lodged under my eye. 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor of the 28th instant. Strange to say 
be received a letter from me of the 17th instant by dak through Woreera 
bad while one of the i6th entrusted to Sirdar Sultan Mahomed had not 
arrived 

Our rumora are decreasing and Moolraj and Mooltan are less 
openly talked of In the bazars and hncs The prompt execution of 
Colonel Kahn Singh and Moonshce Gungab Ram with the deportation 
of the Ranee, has doubtless effected this 

Transacted business with General Elahee Boksh and Colonel Alla 
Singh. 

I have hitherto been In the practice of sending petitions from 
the officers and soldiers seeking redress to the Resident, for trans 
mission to the Dorbar or other aulhonties of late these have been 
returned with Robakarees, directing that the parties should be told In 
the first place to lodge their complaints with the Adawluttees and 
Kardafs and falling to get redress from them, to submit them to the 
Assistant Resident Lahore On communjcaung these instructions 
to the Colonels they begged I would respectfully lay before the 
Resident that up to the time of my arrival, they had been in the 
habit of sending thar suits direct to the Durbar from whom they 
had some chance of obtaining redress, but that when absent at the 
out stations, they saw no chance for tbcir applying to Adawluttees 
and Kardars that the system of employing Vuquccis was new to 
them, and that they hoped if I could not send their cases to the 
Resident I would forward them myaclf to the Adawluttees, who might 
pay attention to me, whereas to them they would not. I assured them 
1 would be glad to meet their reasonable wishes to the utmost of my 
nbnity and would make them known to the Resident 

jnf June — Heanng that the Governor, Sirdar Golab Singh, 
Poh\^ndeah, wasat Nowshera, and purposed arriving on Monday I have 
ordered a Grand Parade of all the troops to receive him with due 
honors. 

Visited with Dculcnants Nicholson and Bowie, the Fort of Sbahmeer 
Gbur to inspect some damages it Is said to have sustained from the 
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earthquake; they are Infling I am glad to say Strange that the houses 
in the city, though many in a veiy dilapidated state, have not suffered. 

One of the prisoners who escaped from the jail has been captured. 
I rewarded his captor with a piesent of five lupees, and ordered him to 
be well flogged. 

A few days since the corpse of a man of the village of Hazar 
Khance, adjoining the citj', with a knife stuck through the breast bone and 
several sabre cuts, \\as brought to me. Suspicion attaebed to four men, 
whom I apprehended ; two have confessed the deed and implicate a third ; 
all arc under trial 

Transacted business with General Elahee Buksh and Colonel Alla 
Singh, and saw all the ofliccis after parade, which I visited in the 
course of ni}' ride. 

I am liapp}' to report that all is quiet in this Province , the people 
seem contented, the troops orderly and well under control. 

Geo. St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Puncipal Assl. io the Agent, G-G , N>-W, F. 


No. 23. — Political Diary of Major G-eorge St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawnr, from 
Sunday, the 4th, to Saturday, the 10th June 1848. 

^th June i8^8 — Arranged with General Elahee Buksh, Colonels 
Ruttun Singh and Alla Singh the programme for the reception of the 
Governor, Sirdar Golab Singh, who is encamped five miles from the city. 
1 purposely make it as impressive as possible ; all the troops will be 
under arms 

^th June — Slight rain fell last night and continued till morning, 
which cooled the air and laid the dust At 4 a m. the troops. Regular 
and Irregular, moved from their respective parades to the Lahore Gate 
of the city, from which they were formed into a street of single 
ranks for a mile-and-a-half, towards Attock 

At gun-fire with Lieutenant Nicholson, and Sirdars Sultan Mahomed 
Khan and Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, I proceeded nearly two miles in 
advance of the line of troops, where I met the Governor After the 
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usual compliments, I took him Into my hovodah and the cortigt passed 
through the street formed by the troops, ail presenting arras, bands 
playing, and the Artillery firing 33 guns on three points of the line, li 
at each, the last on the Governor descending from the elephant at hie 
residence. 

The old raan looked well and was much gratified with the honors 
shown him the oflScers and troops also seemed pleased the former 
presented the usual Nuaaurs. 

Intelligence from Cabul to the 28th ultimo merely gives an account 
of the Dost 3 preparation fora campaign against Mahomed Shah Khan 
Ghilile, and of his having reduced the force proceeding consequent on 
receiving a Bubmiasrve letter from the Gblliie, and that he intended 
send the extra trooiw towards Balkh under Sirdar Golam Hyder Khan 
Famine is aaid to exist to a fearful extent at Bokhara and thal the 
Ruler had expelled all strangers, himself with bis troops proceeding 
against Khokand 

Sirdar Mahomed Ameen Khan, the Dost’s fourth son is mentioned 
as still intent on obtaining in mamage the daughter of Timonr, 
Armenian and had got into disgrace with his father, who declared 
he would protect the girl and that the father might take her to 
Peshawur if so disposed Timour expressed himself content to 
remain under the shadow of the Ameer 

6Ui June 18^8 — The Governor called this morning with most of the 
Colonels I took the opportunity to express ray satisfaction at their and 
their men a conduct dunng his absence, and presented his son Colonel 
Alla Singh, with a brace of double barrelled pistols 

I have directed Alla Singh to continue to perform the duties of 
Deputy Governor, subject to the Resident's approval, and have sug 
gested that he be allowed the sum which my brother, Colonel H M 
Lawrence, sanctioned for Dewan Hakim Rale when performing this 
dutj u- 5 000 rupees per annum quite little enough to keep him 
from peculation, the temptations to which arc great In this region 

The regiments paraded for exercise this morning, the Artillery 
Went through their evolutions without guns 
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M}' new Pathan Regiment musters 500, and have commenced 
drill, at winch thc}^ are vci}' awkwaid. 

I commenced this moining the issue of pay to the troops for the 
months of Plingoon and C/ioi/, coi responding with February and to nth 
Match, beginning with the Khas Dragoons. 


'jih June 18^8 — Lieutenant Herbert, appointed Drill-Instructor to 
the Troops at Peshawui by Gcneial Orders, 15th April, arrived this 
moining, having ridden fiom Attock during the night, he is late for 
the season of dull, but I shall employ him in instructing the officersj 
and a selected portion of the non-commissioned, so as to make them 
competent to teach their men. All appear anxious to learn. 

Paid the Shere Diagoons this morning 

The Governor with Colonel Alla Singh, Colonel Ruttun Singh, and 
other Commanding Officers, waited on me and transacted civil and 
military business. 

Towards evening the Governor sent foi Mr Apothecary Thomp- 
son, being laid up with an attack of fever, doubtless from the effects 
of his journey. 

8ih June —Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs , they now come at 
sunrise on account of the heat ; they congratulated me on the improved 
state of the country, owing to ray stringent rule; they say a man may 
now sleep in peace and travel the province m safety ; few think of carry- 
ing arms, whereas previous to my arrival not a man left his house 
without being fully equipped, and ready to slay, or be slam , the blood 
feuds too of years have now nearly ceased 

Colonels Alla Singh and Ruttun Singh waited on me with civil and 
military reports I have fixed with the former Mondays and Fridays 
for the transaction of civil matters, as coming daily retards work. 


Three troops of Artillery with establishments weie paid this 
morning in presence of Lieutenant Bowie. 

Captam Abbott! reports h,s having confined a sepoy of Colonel 
Mehtab Singh-s Regiment (Sikh) seen prowling 'about his tent, who 
represents h.a having obtained ij montha’ leave f.oni me to wait 
Huzara ; and that he had left his certificate at 

Abbott observes truly that he does not think just now that I would give 
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0uch lengthened leave to so ebort a distance^ and what bad the man to 
do about bis tent? 

Jtiftt i 8 <f 8 — The Governor, with all the officers, called to be 
Introduced to Lieutenant Herbert, to whom they presented Nuzrurs, 
which be returned. 

With Colonel AUa Singh, I examined the accounts of the Province 
for tbepastyear, 1904 previous to their being sent for audit to Lahore 
In the item of grain and forage for the Artillery alone, though with 
an mcrcascd establiabment of cattle, my arrangements have saved the 
State at least 1 5,000 rupees. 

An Intercepted letter with the seal of Golam Hyder Khan, the half- 
brother of the late Mahomed Akber has been sent to me , the name of 
the person to whom It was addressed IS obliterated but lam promised 
It After acknowledging the receipt of a communication announcing the 
massacre of Messrs Agnew and Anderson, It observes the Sikhs 
must be discontented , if they will only make up thdr minds to follow 
Moolraj s example and destroy those at Pesbawur, the writer is ready 
with all his troops to be quickly on the spot, etc* A copy of the letter 
goes to the Resident toslay 

The remaining three troops of Artillery end cslabbshmcnta were 
paid in Lieutenant Bowie’s presence this morning 

joih June — Lieutenants Nicholson and Herbert called on the 
Governor 

Colonel Ameer Khan s Regiment received pay this morning 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor, from Bunnoo of the 5th instant, 
who mentions that, on the arrival of tbc Ramgole levies sent by me, be 
had been enabled to detach an Infantry Corps to Lieutenant Edwardes. 

It was reported last evening that the widow of a Muxby Singh 
sepoy was preparing to become a $uUte, and declared that if prevented 
she would poison herself I directed her to be kept under sun cillance 
for two or three daj’s, by which thne, It Is to be hoped, she will think 
better of it 

I lia\c released the Mulliks of Ad^zye, conhned since Lieutenant 
Nicholsons chafxtWt taking from them a bond for further good bebavioer 
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and promise in futuic to gne up all offcndeiswbo ^may take refuge with 
them, undci pains and penalties. 

All continues quiet , the har\cst has proved abundant, and weather 
favoi able. 

Geo St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnncipal /Issf^ io flic Agent, G -G , N.-W > F. 

No. 24— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to tlie Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 11th, to Satui’day, the 17th June 1848. 

Iilh June jS^S.—h batch of remounts for the Artillery, 96, arrived 
tliis morning from Lahore , they are said to have been 40 days cn route 

I 2 lh June — I excused the Grand Parade of the troops on account 

of the Hindoo fcsti\al of ~, likewise the issue of pay, and 

transaction of civil business m the Gor Khuttry. 

The Cazee's and my own Court ivere open as usual, the establish- 
ment being Mahomedan 

j^th June . — Rode with Lieutenant Nicholson through the city and 
round by the fort , confined a Ramgole sepo}' for not saluting and star- 
ing me insolently in the face; he is a Hindostanee. 

Colonel Ram Sahaie Singh’s Regiment was paid this morning m 
presence of Lieutenant Herbert, who expressed his surprise at seeing 
so fine a body of men, and so well set up , it is a Nujeeb corps 

Paraded the horses which arrived on Sunday, and allotted them to 
troops under Lieutenant Bowie’s superintendence , they are good cattle^ 
but have arrived in wretched condition, from not having any clothing 
or equipment , more or less all are foot-sore, having been sent fro 
Lahore without being shod , two died en louie and one was left ne 
capital dead lame; It IS surprising that any reached this ; great blame 

attaches to Jowahu Mull 

The Governor with Colonels Alla Singh and Ruttun Singh calle 

this morning and sat some time with me 

i4.th Transacted business with the Governor and his son, 

Colonel Alla Singh. 

Paid Colonel Ruttun Singh’s Regiment. 
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Lieutenant Herbert commenced the dnil of my new Patban Corps 
by putting them through the extension motions Not deeming this neces-* 
sary I have told him to teach them their facings and to march cor 
rectly , the men are generally too old to be aet up and miglit be disguste^^ 
had they too much drill at first, 

A sepoy of Colonel Ameer Khan s Corps in a fit of jealousy killed a 
woman in the city, with whom he had cohabited, and severely wounded 
another, escaping before the alarm was given 

jyM Junt 18^8 — Not being well, Lieutenant Nicholson held the Dur 
bar of Urbobs and transacted business with the Governor and Deputy 
I regret to have to record another murder last night In the city 
the brother of a Havlldar of the Ramgoles murdered his sister in law, 
plundering her of 60 rupees worth of ornaments and effected his escape 
Colonel Mehtab Singh's R^ment received pay this monung 1 
have transferred a supernumerary Drum major from this Corps to thfc 
new Pathan Regiment. 

Received from Lahore iotelligcDce of the rebel Bbaie Maharaj 
Singh being drowned in the Chenab with 800 of bis Infatuated follow- 
ers and the seimre of the r emai ning 500 

On mentioning It to Sirdar Golab Singh, be shook his head and 
expressed doubts of the death of the Bhale, 

The intercepted letter from Golam Hyder Khan mentioned in my 
Diary of the 9th appears to have been addressed to one Mufty Zeyhoor^ 
discharged by me last year from the Adawlut I had his house searched, 
but did not get any paper of cooscqueoce, be has concealed himself I 
have taken measures which I expect will shortly cause him to surrender 

1 6th June — Transacted business with the Gov emor and Deputy In 
taking the accounts of last year, 1904 I find that ray reductions have 
saved the State no less than i 84 000 rupees this amount will be con 
sidcrably Increased in 1905 as many Items of 1903, left unpaid by 
Sirdars Shcrc and Outar Singh, the Governors were brought on the 
books of 1904 I have also since transferred aoo Ramgoles to Dunnoo, 
which will cause a considerable saving under this head, 

A Kafila with merchandize from Cashmere and Pcsbawur was 
plundered In the Khybcr jesterday I am told that were I to direct the 
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Urbobs of Khulccl and some Syuds who live in the vicinity to interest 
themselves, the piopcrly might be lecovcicd; but my instructions 
piccluding me fiom any intci fci cncc m Khybcr affaus, I declined doing 
anything Siidai Sultan Mahomed Khan is said to be a sulTerei. 

The Sirdar, with his son, Noor Mahomed Khan, paid Lieutenant 
Herbcit a visit this evening , he tells me that his Candahar bi others have 
made up then qunircl, thougli tlicj me still anything but friendly 
towards each other. 

Consequent on the approach of the lains, and not requiring Boodh 
Singh’s Regiment to remain any longer at Attock, I have directed the 
corps to ictuin to their cantonments at Hussun Abdall 

i/lfijmtc iS/S — Announced to Sirdar Golab Singh to make known 
to the troops that tlic Resident had sanctioned my transmitting their 
petitions to the scvcial Adawluttecs and Kardars, likewise that he had 
appiovcd and forwaidcd to the Durbai my recommendation of Colonel 
Alla Singh for the situation of Deputy Governor 

Heard that Colonel Jey Singh of the Artillery, to whom I gave 
sick lca\c, had hung himself. 

About 150 men having joined from leave of absence I have sanc- 
tioned a like number being allowed to proceed to then homes and 
others to go as they drop in. 

The Commandant of Ruttun Singh’s Regiment, Sahib Singh, pre- 
sented a petition stating that his house had been destroyed by Messrs 
Cocks and Lumsden, and his property seized. I expressed my regret 
and fears that it was too late to do anything, but that he might, as it 
Was his turn, proceed on leave and submit his case Colonel Ruttun 
Singh observed he thought the English never punished the innocent or 
destroyed villages wholesale. Quite true I replied, but we are con- 
strained at times to adopt Sikh customs, however repugnant to us, 
when dealing with Sikh rebels. 

Intelligence from Cabul up to the loth gives little of interest 
beyond the old story of Mahomed Shah Khan, Ghilzie, being compelled 
to fly to the hills, on the advance of the Ameer’s troops, and of their 
having possessed themselves of his fort. 

A fanatical Syud, with a hundred followers, had come from Guznee, 
and fixed himself in the Musjid of Jubber Khan, giving out that he was 
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comtnUsIoned by Emam Maindee to wage war with infidels, and that 
ills aword had been given him by the Emam This creating a sbr In the 
dty, crowds flocfang to him, the Ameer sent for him , on his refusing 
to attend troops were sent, who forced him into the presence. The 
Ameer told him he was a fool or drunk with opium, and had him con- 
fined A report is current that Herat was besieged by the Asufoodoula- 
I had previously heard that the Dost a treatment of this holy man had 
caused the late earthquake 1 

We are all quiet here though the Sikhs still look longingly 
towards Mooltan and say that British rule m the Punjab will only last 
two months Colonel Mecr Jung All, I regret to say, is very lU Mr 
Thompson attends him 

On the i 6 th completed the Issue of pay to the Regnlar Troops, 
ending with Mecr Jung All a Regiment. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Prtnapal - 4 s*/ to ih* Agtni, G -f? , N-fV F 


No 26 — PoUtioal Diary of Major George St. P I*awr©noe, 
prinoipal Afislstant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North West Frontier atPeahawnr, from Sun 
day, the 18th, to Saturday, the 24th June 1848. 
j8lh Jnn* 18^8 . — Directed a Grand Parade of all the troops to- 
morrow 

In the evening with Lieutenant Bowie called on the Governor at 
the Gor Khutiry dnviog through part of the aty which was much 
crowded. 

Gave orders for the execution atiOAar to-morrow of Mahomed 
of Akora for the murder of two girls and plunder of their ornaments. 

ipth Jtme — With Lieutenants Nicholson and Bowie at sunrise 
Inspected the troops of all arms m Review order under Sirdar Golab 
Singh, Pohvindcab and Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujectea 

AAcr the inspection received the principal officers In Durbar, and 
complimented them on thfe appearance and good conduct of the troops. 
Colonel Kahn Singh Rosa, of the Khas Dragoons, and Commandant 
Futteh Khan of Artillery, son of General Elahce Buksh, reported their 
return from leave. 
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Transacted business with the Governor and Deputy in the cool 
of the morning, and talked over the defection of the Churunjeet 
Dragoons 

The execution of the muiderer Mahomed took place this morning 
in presence of some thousands of spectators ; the body will hang all 
day, and be intened to-moriow. 

20/h June iS^S — Drove with Lieutenant Nicholson last evening 
across country ; the weather has taken an agreeable change. 

Colonel Ruttun Singh waited on me with the reports of the force , 
50 moie leave-of-absence men have returned 

Drove Mrs Lawrence through the city and round by Raja Suchet 
Singh’s cantonment 

One of the principal shiofTs was robbed last night by two of his 
own servants, who on being apprehended confessed, and pointed out 
where they had concealed the booty, a bag of 1,350 rupees. Tried 
and sentenced them to five years’ imprisonment with haid labor 

2jst June — Colonel Ruttun Singh waited on me with the reports 
of the troops 

Received a Robakaree from Lieutenant Edwardes, requiring me 
to send lead vid Attock, but not mentioning the quantity 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor to the 1 5th instant enclosing a 
letter from Lieutenant Ed waides ; all well with both these officers 
the formei mentions having discovered an emissary of Moolraj’s among 
the levies I sent him 

The Mufty, Abdul Zeyhoor, Golam Hyder Khan’s correspondent, fs 
reported to have fled to the Khyber, so that there is little chance of 
getting him. I have confiscated his jageer and property 

22n(i June — Though by no means well, held my weekly Durbar 
of Urbobs, who report all quiet within their respective districts , they 
laughed at the idea of Hyder and the Cabul troops being able to do 
anything m this quarter His brother Akber, said they, could do 
nothing in troubled times , what could be do now that all is quiet 
and the people happy and contented ? 
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The Governor and Deputy with Colonels Ruttun Siogb, Mehtab 
SiDgh, etc were with me for some hours the purwanna appointing 
Colonel Alla Smgh Deputy has not yet arrived 

An Anglo-Asiatic proceeding towards Cabul was stopped by the 
Adjutant of the Fort of Jumrood and sent in a prisoner When taken 
before the Governor he maolently demanded to know why he had been 
seized, and refused to give any account of himself As I was unwell he 
was examined by Lieutenant Nicholson who with difficulty elidted from 
him that he had been a wnter In the Lieutenant Govemods Office 
at Agra and m the Lahore Residency he called himself a Cashmerce, 
but when directed to converae with one of that country confessed that 
he was an Eurasian hia name John Heyland and that he was proceed- 
ing to Cabul to see the country I have ordered him to be detained 
pending a reference to Lahore he had no letters In his possession, but 
a map of India an English book, and 36 rupees 

Colonel Boodh Smgh writes me from Attock that hJs jageer has 
been confiscated, and begs me to write to the Resident The Colonel 
with three companies of his regiment may be said to hold the Fort 
of Attock this would seem to be a strange time for the Durbar to 
imtate a man of his infiueoce and connexion In the army I have 
directed him to return with bis regiment to their cantonments at 
Hussun Abdall 

Sirdar Knhn Singh reports a Ghoreeburra Chait Singh Attarlwalla, 
to have refused to proceed on command I directed him to be dis 
missed the servirc io front of aJJ the Cborechurras paraded for the 
purpose. 

Received a letter from Lieutenant Tajlor of the i8th Instant, 
giving copy of one from Lieutenant Edwardes , all well with them 

2jr(i June 184.S — Transacted business with the Governor and 
Deputy 

All the Commanding Officers attended with men of their respective 
regiments recommended for promotion many of whom had been 
acting In the superior grades without increased pay, from two >’ears 
to as many months 

I directed promotion rolls to be prepared for transmission to 
Lahore and that they should receive the advanced paj of their res 
pccUvc ranks pending confirmation from hcad-quartcra.^hls s^’stem 
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of making men act for years on reduced pay, which extensively prevails 
in the Sikh Army, is injuiious to its discipline, and creates discontent. 

June 18^8 — Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the reports 
of the force , he tells me that the jageer of Colonel Boodh Singh has 
not been confiscated ; that it was a mistake of some of his family, who 
wrote to him leporting it 

Intelligence from Cabul to the 19th instant reports return of 
Siidar Mahomed Ameen Khan with three pultaus, four guns and 
sowars, bringing with them the youngest son of Mahomed Shah Khan, 
Ghilzie, as hostage; they had destroyed the tort recently repaired by 
Mahomed Shah Khan, who had fled to the hills 

The Siidais Mahomed Azeem Khan and Walh Mahomed Khan 
had returned fiom Khoolum, leaving a garrison in the fort An 
ambassador with piesents had been sent by the Walli of Khoolum to 
the Ameer, entreating assistance in protecting them against the ruler of 
Balkh , a famine prevailed in their land. 

The Ameer had m consequence ordered a large force under his 
sons, Golam H^'der, Akrum, and Mahomed Ameen Khan, to pro- 
ceed towards Turkistan 

Dissensions continue to prevail among the Sirdars of Candahar. 

Intelligence had reached Cabul from Lahore of the execution of 
two Sikh officers and of the confinement of many others, and that 
the English had postponed attacking Mooltan for five months, and the 
troops of Moolraj had possessed themselves of Leiah 

I am happy to say all is quiet here. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G -G , N -W F 

No. 20.— Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 

Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governoi- 

General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 

Sunday, the 25th June, to Saturday, the 1st July 
1848. 

£St/i June 184.8 —Received a letter from Lieutenant Tayloi, without 
date, announcing his having heard fiom Lieutenant Edwaide^, dated the 
1 6th instant from right bank of the Chenab, within hearing of the action 
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which, a 8 he wrote, waa going on between Moolrafe and the Bhawalpore 
troops He hoped to get boats by the evening , his feebngs may be 
conceived but cannot be deaenbed, Inowing too as he docs what may not 
be the result should the enemy gam the victory We too are not a 
little concerned In the matter 

At 10 pu the post from Lahore brought a few linea from Mr 
Cocka to Lieutenant Nicholson communicating the Joyful Intelligence 
of Lieutenant Edwarde* having defeated the rebels, taking six guns 
I Immediately caused Colonel Alla Singh to wntc the Governor to have 
royal salutes fired to-morrow at sunrise from the Forts of Sbahmecr 
Gbur, Jumrood, and the Gor Khuttry, and to give the fullest notice of 
our success to the troops 

26th June 1848 — The troops paraded this morning on theJr res- 
pective parades 

After the parade the Governor with all the Commanding Officers 
waited on me with their congratulations on the Important victory , they 
seemed fully sensible of the importance to them of this eciioa 

Transacted civil business with the Governor and Deputy the old 
maivls quite elated at the good news and truly says it was well there 
was a Sahib and such a Sahib as Edwardes with the Sikh troops. 

Id the evening I drove the Governor home be having spent the 
day at his old house adjoining mine which he says, be intends to do 
every Monday, to enable him to see more of me. 

Jum — With Lieuienanis Bovrie and Herbert paid Sirdar 
Sultan Mahomed Khan a >^ 8 ll, to introduce the latter The Sirdar was 
as usual most polite and profuse In bis expressions of attadiment to us, 
and gratitude at being through our means restored to his ancient home. 

On Sunday Ramsay, the European got drunk and kicked up a 
dlBgraccful row in a prostitutes bouse In the city I have ordered him 
Into confinement and will recommend his bdng sect out of the country, 
he Is an habitual drunkard and therenre no hopes of his reform , such a 
man being here refiecls disgrace upon us 

The daughter of the Hindoo bunneah, racnlioned In my Diary of 
the i*t of March os having been earned oflTby some Afreedecs to their 
bills has at length been restored, but not till the Khulecl Urbobs, on 
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whom I laid llie onus of her iccovcr^', paying 240 rupees for her. I 
am happ3 to say she is uninjuicd 

sSlh Jtnu iSfS — Colonel Ruttun Singh waited on me with the 
repoiis of the foice, — 7*^0 men have joined fiom leave 

Rcccncd 1)3' co\cid, from Lieutenant Taylor at Bunnoo, a letter 
from Lieutenant Edwaidcs of the 19th instant, giving an account of his 
important \icloiy sent it off by post to Captain Abbott 

I omitted to mention that the Ktlladar of the Fort of Jumrood mis- 
taking the 01 del foi a salute of 21 guns, fiicd that numbei from each 
gun, so tliat, the e being loin, S4 lounds wcie filed, which must have 
astonished his ncighbouis in the Ivh3bci 

I am liajijiy to icpoit the iccovciy of Colonel Meer Jung Ah, thanks 
to the skill and attention of Mi '1 hompson. Ihis officer’s duties are very 
arduous in tiic month of Ma3' he had not less than 187 patients under 
treatment, 69 of whom wcie fiom the Sikh Force and many of the 
others from Tccrah in the Khybcr, Swat and Bajore 

2plli June — Tlic warrant from the Duibar appointing Colonel Alla 
Singh Deputy Govcinoi ai rived last night. 

At m3' Durbar of Urbobs this morning, in their presence and that 
of Commanding OlTiccis of Coips, I had tlie w'arrant lead under a salute 
of seven guns and picscntcd the Deputy Governor with a khilbit ol 
15 paichas, to the amount of 820 rupees, and took the opportunity to 
point out to the officers that such was the reward of good service 
to the State. 

A sepoy, Hindustani, of Colonel Ramsahaie’s Regiment, was mur- 
dered last night, at the village of Surrozye, about three miles from 
Suchet Singh’s cantonment to the east of the city It seems the man was 
in the habit of displaying money which he cairied about him , the corpse 
was found doubled up and concealed in a field near the village Two 
men have been apprehended and are under trial, with strong suspicions 
against them 

Last night a Chokedai in the gardens, south of the city, had his 
ear cut off by a thief, who escaped 

Anothei Mufty, a near neighbour of Zeyhoor, being reported in 
correspondence with Cabui, 1 sent to apprehend him and search his 
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house, but the bird bad flown , be fs said to have started in the morning 
for that capital having first regularly emptied his house. I have sent 
four Khyberees after him. 

^olh Jun* j8if.8 — Transacted revenue matters with the Deputy 
Governor and examined into some cases of DlmrmuriJis granted by 
Rajah Sbere Singh on leaving It Is difficult to discover on what 
grounds he granted them such as were given to non residents at 
Peshawur 1 have resumed 

Lieutenant Herbert commenced the drill of the Sikh troops with 
a squad of the returned leave-of-absencc commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers, rhe weather is too hot for much work 

I have the troops out now only twice a week — once for Inspection, 
and once for exercise, — a degree of consideration very acceptable to 
them 

We continue to hear dally from Captain Abbott, with whom all 
la well 

lit July — ^Tbis morning and yesterday I waa engaged in making 
advances of pay to my new Pathan Corps. 

Colonel Ruttun Singh waited on me with the reports of the force 

Many of the rejoined leave men having represented that they have 
been delayed from three to four days at the ferry of Bet Le Puttun on 
the Beas from not being allowed to cross with than swords, I have 
directed all the leave certificates In future to be brought to me for 
counteraignature, and would suggest that instructlona be sent to the 
several ferries to pass all men producing such certificates. 

I had a royal salute fired from the fortress of Attock In honor of 
Lieutenant Edwardes’ victory 

Intelligence from Cabul of the 33rd ultimo mentions the receipt by 
the Ameer Dost Mahomed of a letter from Yar Mahomed Khan of Herat, 
congmlubling him on his Intention of possessing himself ofTurUstan 
and that should he succeed It would bring them ulthin five days of each 
other, and enable them to old each other that If the Ameer so wishes 
he would adv’aoce \nih troops on his side, while the Cabullecs moved 
on them and so join at Balkh. The Herat ruler had possessed himself 
of Jonvln and besieged Lash 
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Gool Mahomed Khan, Tokee, son of the late Shahaboodeen Khan, 
had sent from the vjcinUy of Khclat-i-Glnlzie tendeis of allegiance to the 
Cabul Ameei consequent upon the c^ccsslve exactions of the Candahar 
Sudars 

Tiic Amcei was making gicat exertions to send two armies to 
Baikh, — one undei Golam Il^dcr Khan b}' theioute of Chankar and 
Kundooz, and llie other by Bamian and Mazai-i-Shereef under Mahomed 
Akrum Khan. 

Gno St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pintctpal Asst, to the Agent, G -G , N-W F. 


No 27 — Political Diary of Major George St P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawnr, from 
Sunday, the 2nd, to Saturday, the 8th July 1848 

2 nd July iS^S . — Colonel Ruttun Singh, Man, attended with the 
reports of the force Issued orders for the troops to parade near their 
respective cantonments, on account of the great heat. 

3 }d July - Witli Lieutenant Herbert I proceeded to the cantonment 
of Rajah Suchet Singh and inspected the Khas Dragoons, Uttar 
Singh’s and Ramsahaic Singh’s Regiment, with Fatteh Khans and 
Tara Singh’s troops of Artillery 

Lieutenant Nicholson inspected the remainder of the force in the 
Alh Murdan Cantonment, viz. General Elahee Bukshs, Secundur 
Khan’s, Alla Singh’s and Jey Singh’s Artillery, the Shere Dragoons, 
Ghorechurras and Ruttun Singh’s, Mehtab Singh's, Meer Khan s and 
Meer Jung Ah’s Regiments 

All were in Review order and looked well 

After the parade the Governor witli all the Commanding Officers 
paid ther respects ) 

Transacted business with the Deputy Governor. 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor from Bunnoo, the 26th instant , all 
quiet and well there 

/?/^._Consequent on the receipt of instructions from the 
Resident, I directed the Eurasian mentioned in my diary of the 22nd 



PBSBAmJR POLITICAL DIARIES 


5 <* 

altirao under the name of John Heyland to proceed to Lahore but as 
he begged to be allowed to remain m tbe city I consented, pendlDg 
a further reference he seems a poor half willed creature 

Having heard from Captain Abbott that a Bhale named Atchera 
Sing had been for some time in Huiara atlmng up the troops that 
he had been visited by Sirdar Chuttur Sing, Attariwalla (and 
treated with much disdnctioo) who, however denied having even 
seen him, and that he meditated visiting Pesbawur, I directed him to be 
seized which was done to-day, not however till he had been eleven 
days In the aty and cantonments, I have confined him pending further 
Information, Lieutenant Nicholsons riding past some caves and seeing 
several priests and people about them led to his detection He admits 
having left Huzara a fortnight ago \ that he was invited to proceed there 
from Rhotas by a deputation of a Grunthee and two sepoys of Colonel 
RJchpauls Rcgunent and that Sirdar Chuttur Sing did visit him, and 
sent men with him to this He admits that RicbpauJ s Regiment Is m 
a disaffected state and that Warriam Singh Thannadar of the Fort of 
Samalkund, deputed a Romgole sepoy to accompany him be denies 
however, having come with any evil Intent pure curiosity to see 
Peahawur was his only motive he says 

Colonel Ruttun Singh called with the reports and General EUhec 
Buksh brought two glandered horses which I directed to be shot. 

Lieutenant Bowie, I much regret to say, is seriously Indisposed, and 
will I fear have to leave on medical certificate. 

July 1848 — Made Hhaic Atchera Sing over to the Deputy 
Go\cmor to be confined In the Gor Khuttry I have seized another 
pnest, formerly n Nishanchee in the Ramgoles who now styles himself 
Sut Gooroo jce. 

I have discovered another Moolah to be In the pay of Sirdar 
Gobm H^der Khan for whom he furnished information , bis preparing 
for flight led to detection 

Received the reports of the force as usual from Colonel Ruttun 
Singh 
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6 th July iS^S — Held my weekly Duibar of Urbobs, at which 
seveial of llic Eu<^uf/3"c Clncf'J atlcndcd I am happy to say these men are 
paying up then aiicais. This is the first ycai they have ever been 
realized w ithout the aid of troops. 

Transacted business with the Governor and Deputy. The Head 
Duftiies, one Ramdoss and his son Ajeet Singh, have been so long m 
the habit of m3fstif3Mng the accounts to their own benefit that I find it 
noeas3f matter to uniavcl them I suspect I shall have to turn these men 
out, ere I can hope to put things straight , they are said to be m the 
pay of the Urbobs and Kardars 

An old Jageerdar, Iminadoodeen, died a few days since, aged go. 

Sndai Sultan Mahomed Khan sent me two letters from the Ameer 
Dost Mahomed Khan to his address, I fancy because they contained 
nothing. 

ylh July — ^Transacted revenue matters with the Governor and 
Deputy , the latter reports a scizuic of contraband salt 

I have directed 50 returned leavc-of-absence Ramgoles to proceed 
md Attock and Kala Bagh to Bunnoo, to join their haradertes under Jewun 
Singh, and have taken this oppoitunity to send 18 sepoys’ palls, which 
have been made up at Rhotas for Colonel Sobhan Khan s Regiment with 
Lieutenant Edwardes. I have not ordered any lead to be sent, as I con- 
ceive ere it could reach Lieutenant Edwardes will have taken the Fort 
of Mooltan 

Received a letter from Lieutenant Taylor enclosing one from 
Lieutenant Edwardes of the 24th ultimo; the former mentioned the arrival 
of Futteh Khan, Tiwanah, and that he was about to make over the charge 
of Bunnoo to him — an arrangement which would seem to me to be very 
unpalatable to the Sikh troops 

8 tk July — The Governor took the reports of the troops this 
morning at his house adjoining mine and afterwards called with all the 
Commanding Officers 

TheLfl/ime Akhbm m an Extra announces a second victory of 
Lieutenant Edwardes over the Mooltan trobps, who had lost 1 1 guns ; 
but as neither Mr Cocks or Lieutenant Hodson, from whom I heard by 
the satne post mention it, I consider the report doubtful 

65 
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Under instructions from the Resident the European Ramsay will 
proceed to-morrow towards Lahore under charge of a Jemadar and ten 
sepoys proceeding on leave-of-absence 

I have no recent Inteliigence from the west all is quiet here. 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Prtiiapal Assi to tJie Agtni G N W F 

No 28.— Polltloal Diary of Major George St. P Lawronoo 

Principal Aasiatant to the Agent to the Governor- 

General, North West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday the 0th, to Saturday the 16th July 1848. 

July i8 ^ — Colonel Rutttin Singh called with the reports of 
the force. 

I started the European Ramsay under an escort for Lahore, giving 
the Jemadar in command lo rupees eubs/steoce for the road the rc$lduc 
of his pay I have directed to be disbursed among his creditors j bis two 
wives remain here, and 1 have taken charge of his Infant girl, leaving 
her with her mother for the present 

A note from Mr Cocks received this evening announce* Lieutenant 
Edwardcs second victory directed royal salutes lo be fired at sunnsc 
to-morrow from the two cautonmcnlB end Fort of Shahmeer Ghur 

loth Jidy . — ^The troop* were inspected on their respective parades 
Sunrise proclaimed by thdr royal salutes lo the force {sic) the second 
victory gained by Lieutenant Edwardes and the Khalsa troops over 
the Mooltan rebels. 

The Governor with all the Commending Officers waited on me, 
when we passed mutual compliments and congratulations on the good 
news 

Transacted revenue and Judicial malten with the Goimmor and 
Deputy 

The Kardar of KUalsa hcanog that eight men of the village of 
Kooshmakura had started lo join Moolmj, saicd their families which 
brought them quickly back, I have ordered them Into confinement. 
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Commenced this moining the issue of pay foi the months of 
Phagooji^ Chatty Bysak^\\6. faith to the Ramgoles ; paid the ist Regiment 
and Shahmecr Ghur Aililleij'. 

A puiwannali ainved fiom the Durbar to the Governor directing 
iS,SS8 lupecs to be disbursed from the Treasury for the pay of the 
Ghorechurras for the months of Magh and Phagootu As the payment of 
the Ramgoles u ill take all the assets m hand, I told the Governor to 
report the same to the Durbar 

The sentence of death passed and confirmed by the Resident on 
Abdoola and Shahdad, icsidenls of the village of Hazar Khanee, for the 
murder of hlahomed Gouse, was earned mlo effect at 9 am, an im- 
mense concourse of people attended 

Colonel Mcci Jung Ah got a bad fall from his horse this morning; 
he is attended b}^ i\Ii, Thompson 

iith July iS^S — Colonel Ameer Khan’s Nujeeb Regiment paraded 
this morning, and went through some evolutions under Lieutenant 
Herbert’s superintendence pretty creditably I have diiected a regiment 
to parade every moinirg for this purpose till fmther orders 

Intelligence from Cabul to the 3rd instant reports that the march 
of the troops under Sirdars Golam Hyder and Akrum Khan for 
Turkistan is postponed Owing to the deaith in that quaiter, caused by 
the ravages of locusts, gram was not piocurable at any price It was 
contemplated by the Ameer to send two confidential men to Mazar- 
i-Shereef to report on the state of affairs and on the practicability of 
provisioning troops 

The seizure of Jorwin and siege of Lash by Yar Mahomed of Herat 
IS confiimed Saloo Khan, Chief of the latter, whose daughter is mariied 
to the son of Sirdar Kohendad Khan of Candahar, had demanded aid 
from that quarter, and Kohendad Khan had applied to the Cabul Araeeu 

Sirdar Akrum Khan with some troops was to be sent to Jellalabad 
to watch our proceedings, as the arrival of Nizam oodowla Mahomed 
Oosman Khan at Peshawur, and the lumours from Loodihana of the 
Suddozye Princes following shortly, had created a sensation , this too is 
supposed to be the real reason for the postponement of the march on 
Turkistan. 
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There had been a fight between the followers of Sirdar Mahomed 
Osman Khan and Sirdar Nuzzer Mahomed Khan m which several 
men were wounded 

At length I have made an amicable arrangement between Uraulla 
Khan Chief ofZedah and bis son Bahram Khan bj which the former 
agrees to abstain from all interference in the management of the distnct 
receiving the village of Zedah his original patnmony, in Jagecr I 
dismissed him with honour after reconciling him to his son 

I started Bhaie Atchera Singh and Ram Singh Gninthee this 
morning under a guard of Nujeebs (Mabomedans) for Lahore and 
directed on crossing the Attock they should take the route of Ghebe and 
Ramnugger this I did m consultation with Sirdar Golab Singh 

12th Jftly 184-8 —Colonel Mehtab Singh a Regiment paraded for 
exercise this morning 

Colonel Ruttun Singh called with the reports of the force 

Received a letter from Lieutenant Taylor of the /tb brought by 
Zeyhoor Khan son of Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan who has been 
Bumraoned in consequence of the eevere illness of his wife. 

Hearing that Sultan Mahomed had written to the Cabul Ameer an 
account of the seiiurc of Goiara Hyder Khan s letter and my proceedings 
thereon and had told him to send no letters to him except through me, 
I wrote the Sirdar and told him that I had no wish to sec his corres 
poodcnce that he might write and receive whit letter* he wished, and 
that I requested he would tell bis brother so, and that he would forward 
a copy of the intercepted letter of Hyder Khan a for the Dost s informa 
tion who would be able 10 judge whether it was a fit production or not j 
that for my part I cared not how many Cabul intelligencers were here 
as long ns they adhered to facts and that had not the Mufties Zeyhoor 
and Hyder fled the chances are that no harm would ha\c happened to 
them having fled it became necessary to confiscate their property 

Sirdar Mehtab Singb, Mujcctea, reports the amval at Rawul Pindcc 
of tlie pay of the force for the months of Jmth and Harb and requests 
an escort ma^ be sent to Attock to relieve his from Pindcc 

Jul} —Colonel Ruttun Singh's Regiment paraded for exercise 
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The end Ramt^olc Regiment, the Aitillcry and garusons of 
Shahmcci Ghur and Han ah liavc been paid 

Held nn weekly Durhai of Ui bobs, at which the Governor and 
Dcpnij attended, aftci which tian'^actcd business with the Governor 

Mo'^l of the Colonck attended to pay their lespccts as did Sndar 
Kahn Sineh, Mujcctea 

*I he Colonch Ameer Khan and Ramsahaie Singh, Commanding the 
Nujeeb IJnit.dions, picscntcd a petition from their men representing that 
deduction'; were made foi clothing, which they ncvei got I replied 
that then ca'^c should be icpnrted to the Resident and in the meantime 
the deductions slmuld be suspended 

J.tl\ iS ;S — '1 Ins being a holy-day there w\as no parade. 

The Govcinoi and Dcjnit3* called and transacted revenue affairs 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan with his son, Kwaja Mahomed, paid 
me a \isit and jiiodiiccd a letter from llic Amcci Dost Mahomed on the 
subject of the intercepted leltci of his son, Golam Hydei, in which he 
sa}s, “ I h.ivc received 30111 communication Who is Mooli aj that he 
should attempt to cope w’llh the Biilish ? , as he has acted so will he be 
punished What you tell me of the Salii ban’s acts towards me, are they 
not knowm to all ’ As long as I live there shall be no diminution of my 
friendship for them In regard to my son Hyder’s having written to 
Moofty Golam H3der, I knew nothing of it, but having asked him he 
acknowledged that the Mufiy is his servant, and it being customary to 
have news-wmitcrs at different places, the English having theirs now at 
Cabul, wdiich is well knowni to him, he employed this man, but never 
wrote a line agamst the English ; if he did, let it be produced. ’ Since 
the British and Siklis became opposed to each other, the Ameer adds fie 
has never in woid or deed done aught against the former, and he begs 
his brother to impress this on my mind, and that he is entirely devoted to 
us It IS a fact worthy of notice that the handioi litng of this disclaimer 
IS the exact counterpart of that of the offensive letter I 

Detached an escort of 108 Sowars to Attock to receive the Treasure 
cn route from Rawul Pindee. 

I 5 lh July —Colonel Uttur Singh’s Regiment paraded for exercise 
this morning 
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The reports of the force were bronght as usual by Colonel Ruttun 
Singh Nearly 250 men have exceeded their leave I have consequently 
directed that as they return they be brought to me that I may make an 
example of some for the benefit of all 

Sirdar Syed Mahomed Khan waited on me and pleaded that be 
could only at present pay 4,000 of the 7 000 rupees advanced by 
Lieutenant Edwardea to his sowars knowing that he is greatly embar 
rasscd I acceded to his request to defer the payment of the balance for 
two months. 

GoonnuLh Singh, Thannadar of Attock reports Bhaie Atchera 
bingh with his escort crossed the nver on the 13th instant 

News letter from Cabul with lotelligence to the lothcarae in late 
at night but contains nothing of importance Contents will be given in 
my next Diary All continues well here I am thankful to say 
Geo St P LAWRENCE Major 
Principal Assi to thi Agent, G-G , N H' F 

No 29 — PoUtioal Diary of Major George St. P Itawrenoe, 
Fiinolpal Aseletaiit to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier, at Peahawur from 
Sunday the 10th, to Saturday the 22nd July 1848. 
i 6 th July 1S4.S — Colonel Ruttun Singh called with the reports of 
the force 

The news from Cabul up to the loth instant is that fresh 
messengers had arrived from the Candahar Sirdars calling for aid 
to prevent Lash being taken by Yar Mahomed Khan 

The Ameer had suspended the inarch of hJs troops towards 
jcllalabad and bad given the most of them 40 days leave of absence, 
the amval of Mahomed Oosman Khan, Niramoodowla, and the Sahib at 
Peshawur not having been followed by that of any other Sahibs 1 

Tbeman Hejlandhas apphed to rac to be allowed to proceed to 
Cabul and Bokhara saj ing be finds be can get no livelihood here, and that 
whatever the nsk may be he desires to sec those cities I tried to argue 
with him, but m vain He questions our right to prevent his going 
when and where he likes. I fancy he has become a Mahoniedan and 
hence thinks he may travel westward with impunity I told him he 
must wait till I heard from Lahore* 
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garrieon on the alert and that the bastion In which the guns are posted 
has becnjmach damaged from salute firing and a gateway been shaken 
by earthquakes. 

ipth July 1848 — With Lieutenants Nicholson and Herbert I paid 
the Governor a visit at the Gor Khuttry and sat with him an hour 

Colonel Ruttun Singh called with the reports of the force 

An affray last evening took place between a clan of sweepers who 
ore located between the cantonments, In which several were wounded. 
I fined the parties and have directed them to move their habitations, 
either Into the city or beyond it, as their proximity to the lines Is not 
desirable on many accounts. They are more or less thieves harbour 
thieves, and their women from their profligacy create disturbances 
among the soldiery 

20ih July —Held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs at which the 
Governor and Deputy attended with several of the officers 

The Governor Sirdar Kahn Singh and Colonel Ruttun Singh pro- 
duced letters they had received by the hand of a Bhaie Gungah Singh 
from the Putties of Umritsur calling on them for contnbudons towards 
the great Temple. The Governor and others said the call being an 
unusual one they had no idea of attending to it and suggested that the 
priest should be directed to return from whence be came as It Is more 
than probable that the collections arc not his only object m coming such 
a distance at this season of the year I told Golab Sing he might give 
him two days to remain and then he must start. It was not a little 
amusing to sec how the officers reprobated the notion of tbelr giving 
any money 

Another purwannah on the Paitee has arrived from the Durbar in 
part payment of the troops. It is for 30,000 rupees , the Durbar could 
not have heard of their being no assets in hand 

I find that the Sherc Dragoons have not yet had their com- 
plement of commissioned and non-commissioned officers reduced in 
this corps they have only six Rcsallahs, or three squadrons, 
while the Khas Regiment have four their excess In Officers etc, Is 
6 Rcsildars, 13 Jemadars, 3 Nlshanchccs 34 Havlldars and 24 Noicki 
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On hearing of the fall of Mooltan I would piopose making the 
reduction 

2 ist July i8^S — Mcci Jung All’s Regiment paiaded for exeicise 

Lieutenant Nicholson visited the Fort of Barrah, which he reports 
to require extensive lepairs 

The Governor and Dcputjr with several Colonels waited on me ; 
transacted business with the two former 

Received a communication fiom Colonel John Holmes of the 15th 
instant, repoiting the departure from Bunnoo on the 14th instant of 
Lieutenant Taylor for Dera Ghazee Khan and his being left in com- 
mand of the troops 

, 2211(1 July — The Governor and Deputy were with me for some 
hours ; the old gentleman appears to think he cannot come too often , 
he reports that the Agent from Umntsur departs to-morrow 

I regret to say that Lieutenant Nicholson is suffering from an 
attack of fever and that Lieutenant Bowie is still on the sick list This 
officer, I fear, will have to leave when the season admits on medical 
certificate to Europe. The weather is exceedingly oppressive and much 
fever prevails. 

The river Barrah has fallen considerably, and apprehensions are 
entertained of a drought. The Governor proposed gravely the sacrificing 
of a goat to propitiate the river god, to which I assented 

I have no recent intelligence from the west , here all continues 
most tranquil, the troops orderly and obedient 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, G-G , N-IV> F 

No. 30.— Political Diary of Major Gteorge St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Q-overnor- 
General, North-’West Frontier, at Peshawur, from Sun- 
day, the 23rd, to Saturday, the 29th July 1848. 

' 23 td July —Colonel Ruttun Singh called with the reports of 
the force. ^ - * 

^ Half the garrison of the forts- of Doaba and Hushtnuggur 

arrived- for their pay - - ' ■* 

66 
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24lh July 1848 — The troops were inspected on their respective 
parades. After the parade the Governor, with all the Commandiog 
Officers, Commandants and Adjutants paid their respects. 

Transacted business with the Governor and Deputy ; the former 
reported the departure of the Grunthec Gungah Singh, for Umritsur 

Paid the half of the gamson of the forts of Doaba and Husht 
nuggur, and directed them to return to thdr posts 

2$lh JtJy . — The Governor and Deputy were with me for some 
hours. 

Sirdar Kahn Singh called with some Ghorechurras returned from 
leave 

In conjunction with the Governor made some promotions In the 
Ramgole Regiments 

New tents for three Regiments, made np by Misser Roop Lall, 
Kardar of Rhotas, arrived yesterday, and were inspected by roe In the 
evening they are by no means good those for Soobhan Kahn s Corps, 
agreeably to Lleatenant Edwardes’ request I have had sent by the river 
from Attock 

Of the I 50,000 rupees received from Lahore for the pay of the 
troops 80 000 rupees Is reported to be old and short-wdght on which 
the shroffs take two and three pice per rupiee which is no inconsider- 
able loss to the soldiery 

Intelligence from Cabul up to the i8th Instant announces the 
dislnbullon of the widows of the late Mahomed Akber among his 
brothers thus the daughter of AmeeooolU Khan Loghur, was taken by 
Sirdar Mahomed Amecn Khan and Goolrook by Mahomed Sbereef 
Khan, on hearing which Golam Hydcr became angry, and refused to 
give up their dowers saying It waa the nghl of the children this nearly 
caused a fight between the brothers, but was settled by the Ameer 

Near Jellalabad 4000 shells had been discovered buried, they 
were taken to Cabul on 200 bulIocLs 

On the 13th instant a Vakeel from the Mccr Walli of Khoolum 
had am\cd at Cabul with a present of nme horse*, and letters, as also 
Mecr KilHch Alle Beg ruler of Syghan, with six horse* 
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c News fiom Mooltan of eight days’ date, announcing the victory of 
Lieutenant Edwardes, had been received Buktiar Khan, Motamid 
of Sirdar Kohen Dill Khan, ariived on the 14th instant from Candahar 
with letters and offers of maruage. 

An ambassador from Dost Mahomed to the ruler of Kokand, return- 
ing to Cabul with one from that Chief, was attacked by the Aluman ; the 
latter was killed and the former made prisoner, and ransomed at 
1,000 rupees by a merchant of Herat 

The Ameer of Cabul is engaged m taking the muster of his troops. 

Colonel Mehtab Sing's Regiment paraded for exercise 

261/1 July 184.8 —The Governor and Deputy were with me for some 
time with several officers. 

j Nizamoodowla Mahomed Oosman Khan brought me yesterday a 
letter from Mahomed Shah Khan, Ghilzie, tendering service and asked 
my advice as to what answer he was to give I replied write nothing, 
and tell the messenger to inform his master that he was prohibited from 
having any communication with him 

This morning the Nizamoodowla called with Shahzadah Mahomed 
Saleh, who produced a paper agreeing to make up his brother Gower 
Mulhk's allowance to 1,000 rupees per annum, provided the Dm bar, 
to whom he has gone, gave him no increase , the disputes of these 
Shahzadahs give me endless woik. 

Commenced the issue of pay to the Regular Troops for the months 
oiBatsak and Jatt/i, corresponding with iith April to iith June 

Paid Colonel Uttur Singh’s Regiment 

Consequent on the great heat I have commenced having kutcherry 
at daybreak, and strike off at 10 and resume at 2 p m 

Colonel Ramsahaie Singh’s Regiment paraded for exer 

2 yih /«(v._Lieutenant Herbert superintended the issue of pay to 
Ramsahaie’s Regiment and half the garrison of Jehangheera. 

The Governor and Deputy, with Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetea, and 
several Colonels, waited upon me this morning 
- Held my weekly Durbar o£ Urbobs and gentry at sunrise 
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I am happy to say that Lieutenanta Nicholson and Bowie are 
convaleadng The heat continues excessive 

Khader Khan of AkoVhail Eusofxye reports the seizure of a 
Fabeer named Wazecr Singh who had been traversing the country, 
telling the people that he was deputed by Moolraj to advise them that all 
the Slkbs had resolved -on expelllqg the English that they shonld pay 
no revenue now and should be exempted from paying for seven years 
He gave the Khan a note-of hand lor 25,000 rupees to induce him to 
^oln Moolraj s standard I have sent a conOdential person to bring the 
takeer m to me and conceive that I shall be justlded In hanging him 
If what Is asserted is proved against him 

July 184.8 — The Regiment of Mecr Jung All received pay this 
morning in Lieutenant Herbert s presence. 

My kutcherry was well attended from sunrise and the people seem 
gratelul for the change of hour 

Colonel Alla Singh attended with bis report of daily work transact- 
ed and Colonel Ruttun Singh with the reports of the force. 

Ihc Governor proceeded at 2 a u. to the Fort of Bairah to 
sacrifice goals and sheep to propitiate the river god 

A purwannah has arrived from the Durbar for 18 Boo rupees on 
the Treasuiy of AltocL for the pay of the Gborechurras in lieu of the 
one previously sent on this Treasury 

/lily — iicbt£b Singh a KcgimcDt received pay thia momlag fo 
presence of Ueutenant Herbert. 

The Governor and Deputy were with me for some time , the former 
reports his visit to Barrah brought rain and a rush of water into the 
river The old gentleman asked me twice during his visit If I had 
received any news from Lahore and seeming anxious when I replied 
negatively I asked what he had heard with some hesitation he said, It 
was reported that stores proceeding from Lahore towards Mooltan by 
the river route had fallen into Moolraj s hands Most likely It Is false, I 
said but whether bo or not tls a matter of little moment 

Received a letter from the Ameer Dost Mahomed Khan in the 
matter of the intercepted letters of his son Sirdar Golara Hyder Khan, 
requestlngtbe original objectionable letter should be sent to him and that 
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as Mufty ll^dci was guiltless of enme, lus house and property should 
be rcsloicd, to which I icphcd, that I hci cwMih sent the letter that he 
might judge of Its aulhcnlicilj , that the Mufty's flying the country was 
conclusuc ns to his guilt, and that he had pieviously removed all his 
propert}' , his house being sold by auction could not be restored. 

Intelligence fioni Cabul to the 23rd instant from my news-writer 
IS, that Sirdar Akruin Ivhan with tioops slaitcd on the 22nd vid 
Bamian for Balkli , mc'^scngcis w'crc dailj' ai riving fiom Kundooz, 
Klioolum and Ma/ar-i-Shciccf, to h.astcn the maich of the forces 

The Ameer’s sons w Cl c making themselves notorious from their 
intrigues and profligacy, All quiet licrc 

Gro St. P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Prntcipnl Asst, io (he Agent, G -G,, N.-IV, F. 


No. 31.— Political Diary of Major George St. P. Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor- 
General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 30th July, to Saturday, the 5th August 
1848. 

30th July I was taken ill of fever last night, and 

deputed Lieutenant Nicholson to receive the reports of the troops from 


Colonel Ruttun Singh 

The Governo. v, sited the v.llage of Akerpo.a to .aspect the bunds 
and arrange for water being conveyed from the Bairah nver. 

y«/y— rhe troops were inspected by their Colonels on 
their respective parades 

As I was prevented by md.sposit.on from holdmg knlcherry. 
Lieutenant Nicholson earned on the work, and leceived t e reports 
the force from the Governor and Colonels. 


, At noon, being better, I heard pet.l.ons and mvest.gated cases 

My tottf Bashee brought .n the f™” 

Eusufzye , he acknowledges to have offered Khader K an o o 
ajagheerof25,ooo.upees, and to have told the not to pay 

the,f revenue , but dcn.esbe.ng the agent of Moolraj, whom he says he 
never saw , that what he d.d do and say was what h.s Gooroo prompted. 
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I have made him over to the Governor to see if he can get anything 
more out of him. 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan paid me a visit with his son, Noor 
Mahomed Khan and brought a letter from the Ameer Dost Mahomed 
Khan to him on the subject of Golam Hyders Intercepted letter 

Colonel Ruttun Singh s Regiment was paid this morning in presence 
of Lieutenant Herbert, 

1 st August iS^8 — Lieutenant Herbert superintended the issue of 
pay to Colonel Meer Khan a Regiment and the remaining half of the 
Ramgolc gamsons- 

A bullock having been stolen and taken to Adyzye I sent a 
purwannah to two Molhks to produce the animal and attend at my 
court. This morning I received an answer that I might do my worst 
they would neither send the bullock nor attend to my summons These 
Mulliks are a pcrtioD of those engaged in the recent aSray which 1 
considered murder but the Resident looked upon as a mere not if 
after the severe example I so lately made of them they are thus 
contnmadous what may I not expect they will be when they hear that the 
parties considered by me worthy of death get off with ten yeara^ Impns 
onment? My posiuon Is already difficult enough , this will add doubly 
to It, for how to deal with such people I know not, no common rules 
restrain them, and once I allow my authority to be set at defiance, I shall 
lose nil control over them To get in those Mulliks I must send out two 
or three regiments, and the season is not favourable for troops to make 
a double march 

The Governor and Deputy were with me for some hours and 
many of the officers asked after my health, expressing much Interest 
Id IL 

I transacted my kulchcnry business as usual In the morning 

This being the first day of J^inoaUj I wrote to the Governor to 
have a morning gun fired at an hour before daybreak, to warn the 
Faithful of the approach of day during the month I had a cool 
request from the Caxec to proclaim through the city that any roan found 
breaking the fast should be punished by fine and Imprisonment, which 
of course I negatn.'cd. 
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Consequent on a thicatenmg letter I sent to the Mulliks of Loond- 
khorc reminding them of the consequences that would follow their not 
paying their revenue, a deputation of them waited on me with a small 
portion of It, and an assurance that the whole would be duly paid up ; 

though I doubt it, I e\picssed my willingness to wait two months ere I 
sent troops to make the collections. 

3ti(/ August i8^S — In my veiandah this morning from daybreak 
might be seen on the south face Lieutenant Nicholson with Sirdar 
Kahn Singh, Mujeelea, paying the Ghorechurras ; on the west, Lieutenant 
Bowie with Gcnei al Elahee Bukhsh paying three troops of Artillery ; 
on the north the old Governor and myself receiving the reports of the 
force and City, and investigating petitions, while Lieutenant Herbert is 
engaged m superintending the drill of the new Pathan Regiment, one 
hundred or two 3 'ards on our left flank , the whole a lively and interesting 
scene, and one that must strike both the Mahomedans and Sikhs as 
passing strange 

TheFakeer, Wazeer Singh, has confessed to the Governor his being 
an emissarj' of Dewan Moolraj, by whom he was deputed with a 
and letters to the Ameer of Cabul; that they proceeded md 
Bunnoo and delivered their credentials ; that the Ameer declined having 
anything to say to the Dewan, and that on his return from Cabul he 
visited Eusufzye with a view to stir them up to insurrection 

Having received from the Resident the revised establishments of 
Regiments with rates of pay, I gave the scale to the Governor to make 
known to Commandants Hearing that men who at present receive 
higher rates had expressed alarm that they were to be reduced, I told 
the Governor to make known that such was not the intention, that all 
such would retain their present pay, but that new promotions, and 
those who received less than the new scale, would be brought up 
to it. This, I am told, has given great satisfaction 

Received and distributed five proclamations from the Resident 
calling on all Sikh subjects who had joined Moolraj to withdraw from him 
previous to the arrival at Mooltan of the British troops, under the 
penalty of being treated as rebels to the State 

In the evening I took the muster of prisoners at work on the 
roads in and about the cantonment, and released several whose time 
had nearly expired. 
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jrd j4iig:isl i8jf8 — Lieutenant Nichdtaon Bupenntended the Is^ue of 
pay to two MtisuU of Ghorccharras, while Lieutenant Bowie did the aanie 
by the three remaining troops of Artillery 

I visited at daybreak the City Jail, and released some more prisoners 
confined for petty offences. 

On my return held my weekly Durbar of Urbobs at which 
the Governor and Deputy, with all the Colonels and Commandants 
attended. 

ph Angus! — Lieutenant Nicholson completed the Issue of pay 
to the Ghorechurms, who are now paid up to the istof Ckait 

Lieutenant Herbert superintended the issue of pay to the Shere, 
Regiment of Dragoons 

The Governor and Deputy with several officers attended ; I trans 
acted revenue and judicial matters with the former, and afterwards 
held kutcherry in the open verandah. 

We have not had any accounts of or from Lieutenant Taylor since 
he left Bunnoo from Captain Abbott we contmue dally to bear 

gth August — Lieutenant Herbert superintended the issue of pay 
to the Khas Dragoons which completes the payment of the troops up 
to the ist of SawHn 

The Governor with several Colonels waited on me with the reports 
of the troops. I fully believe that nothing is now done In the force 
|hat is not duly reported, and nothing could be more satisfactory than the 
way all duties are carried on 

I have just received a news letter from Cabul of the 3iBt ultimo 
but It contains nothing of importance beyond the mamage of the 
Armenian s daughter with Sirdar Mahomed Azeem previous to giving 
consent the Ameer satisfied himself that the girl was willing 

Geo St P LAWRENCE Major 
Principal AssL to ihf Agent G G , N -W F 


No 82. — Political Diary of Blajor Goorge St. P Iiawrenoe, 

Principal Afisistaut to th© Agent to tli© Governor- 
General, North, West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday the 0th, to Saturday the 12th August 184a 
6th August x8^8 — Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the 
reports of the force. 
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The Governor visited the bund at Akerpora. His son, the Deputy 
Governor, is laid up with fever. 


^ih August 184.8 — Lieutenants Herbert and Bowie inspected the 
troops m the Alh Murdan Cantonment and Lieutenant Nicholson 
those in Rajah Soochet Singh's 

After the parade the Governor with ail the officers paid their 
respects. I spoke to the old gentleman consequent on the receipt of 
a letter from the Resident sanctioning the immediate execution of 
Moolraj's emissary on his guilt being established ; and we agreed to 
cany out the extreme penalty of the law to-morrow It will doubtless 

have a good effect. 

* Hearing from Hazara that General Sultan Mahmood of Artillery 
has opened a treasonable correspondence with General Elahee Bukhsh, 
I told the General to bring the letter be had received the day previous j 
he did so, and it proved to be merely complimentary The Governor 
brought me one that he had also received of a like description 


Received a lettei from Colonel John Holmes at Bunnoo, reporting 
the imprisonment by Futteh Khan, Tiwanah, of 14 sowars 
Akal Dragoons for mutiny The Colonel. Chait Smgh, I know to be 
quite incompetent to command a corps , he is always under t e e ec s 
of opium ; the Commandant, Doola Singh, is smart and intelligent, and 
has much more influence with the men, though a oteat in g 

We had a severe shock of earthquake at midnight from west to 
east , it lasted some seconds, but did no mischief in the y 


ft/. . 4 «Pi,sr-The sentence of death was carried out this morning 

on Wazeer lingh, the Fakeer emissaiy of Moolraj , the ground was 

kept by a company, Mahomedans of Meei Jung Ah s Regimen , and 

strong body of police, but beyond the assembly of a g''“‘ ^ 
no sympathy was displayed for the culprit, whose body, afiei hang g 

till evening, 1 had burnt by the police 

j r» mibir wiih manv of the Commanding 

While the Governor and Deputy, with m y M.cholson 

- a 1 bfo,- receivcd by Lieutenant iNichoison 

officers, were with me, a letter w ^0^ Colonel Boodh Snigh at 

and one by Colonel Ruttun Singh, , oidcrcd by 

Hussan Ibdall, reporting that his regiment 

Sirdar Chuttur Singh to Hurkishenghur m consequence of 

67 
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among the Mahomedaos and that Canara the Commandant of Artillery, 
refusing to join the other troops had been murdered by a company 
of Rjchpaul Singh 8 Regiment. Colonel Boodh Singh wrote to know 
what he was to do* I sent off an express directing him to obey no 
orders but Captain Abbott s writing at the same time to that officer 

The post brought us a letter of the 5th from this officer who says 
nothing of the Mahomedans assembling It may therefore be considered 
a pretext of Sirdar Chuttur Singhs to get all the troops he could 
together in furtherance of his own evil designs, which for a long time 
have been most susplaous- 

Under the circumstances and with reference to the importance of 
the Fort of Attock, Lieutenant Nicholson and I consider that, as his 
Bcrvicea here could be spared, they would be more usefully employed 
in that quarter He will therefore though his health is by no means 
restored start this evening for Attock with an escort of 70 Jagbecrdar 
Horae and 150 of my new Pathan Regimenk 

The Governor, Sirdar Golab Singh, remained with me all day and 
is very sanguine as to keeping bis troops staunch, though his son, 
Colonel Alla Singh says if all the rest of the army risd against the 
present order of things, it will be too much to expect them to stand 
aloof 


p//i August 1 84.8 — The old Governor was at my quarters at gun fire 
from whence he repaired to his old habitation which adjoins having 
there received the reports of the troops he returned to me with most 
of the Colonels and sat several hours while I carried on my kutcherry 
work 

There is evidently a general opinion abroad that the SlLh troops 
meditate a general nsc. Last night an old confidential servant of the 
late Sir Alexander Bomes strongly advised my moving Into the Fort 
or Gor Khuttry with ray family advising me to lake warning from what 
I saw of the Cabul insurrection and to secure myself in time j he declared 
there was nofaitli to be placed In the Sikh troops. 

I am happ> in ha\ing at length heard from Lieutenant Taylor, 
though not of a more recent dale than the 3151 ultimo AH was well with 
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hml j he mentions the mutiny of the Akal Dragoons at Bunnoo, and 
seems to think the officers blameless The accounts from Hazara are 
that the Bunnoo troops are rife for revolt 

loth August i 8 /}. 8 — The Governor was with me at an early hour 
and most of the Commanding Officers 


The post brought a letter from Lieutenant Nicholson reporting 
his arrival with a few horsemen at 1 pm, and that he found all 
quiet in the fort of Attock, but that he was hardly satisfied with the 
Governor, Goormukh Singh, who admitted that, though he knew of the 
proceedings in Hazara and of the march of the Hussan Abdall troops, 
he had not reported it to me, and wished to keep the company of 
Boodh Singh’s on duty in the fort, notwithstanding that the rest 
of the regiment had proved their insubordination by marching against 
the wishes of their officers 


I have directed Lieutenant Nicholson to send the Governor to me 
and ordered Colonel Dhun Raj, who is in Khuttuck, to proceed to Attock, 
and place himself under Lieutenant Nicholson s orders, and on his 
requisition hope to send him 150 ot 200 more Pathans to-night I can t 
help thinking that if Goormukh Singh had not been true, he would 
have opposed Nicholson’s entry into the fort, which he might easily 
have done still it is well to be on the safe side 

A coolie sent hence with medicine to Captain Abbott has j 
returned, stating that he was prevented by the Sikhs from procee ing 
beyond Puklee ; that they were all in open mutiny, had killed a 
(Canara), and had had an engagement with the people, of whom t ley 
had killed 300, and that the troops from Hussan Abdall 
had joined them. 

No letter from Captain Abbott, which, as he has been most regular 
in writing daily, shows that the dak is stopped 

Held my usual weekly Durbar of Urbobs, but said nothing about 
therepoits from Hazara, though I could see by their countenances 

they had heard them 

Jith August —The Governor and Deputy were with me before 


sunrise. 

Lieutenant Bowie and I drove to the Fort of Slialimeer 
get out some arms fof my new reg, nent and to relieie ivoSiU. 
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companies there on duty by two Poorbea for though well Inclined lo 
plime every proper confidence In the former, at the present crisis I think 
It better to run no nsks, and in this as in everything else, the Governor 
quite conenrs 

I thought of leaving Lieutenant Bowie m charge of the fort, but 
his health 18 so delicate and it la sofearfnlly hot, that I contented 
myself by plaang the Adjutant of Ameer Khan b Regiment, Mossim 
Khan, a Hindoostanee in temporary charge 

On my return the Governor and all the Commanding Officers and 
Adjutants attended, and I had the pleasure of communicating to the two 
Nujeeb Regiments that the Durbar, at the suggestion of the Resident 
had directed the discontinuance of the deductions heretofore made 
from the men’s pay for clothing which they never received the 
announcement was well received, and has reached most opportunely 

I omitted to meolion that the Governor brought all the officere 
to me last eveoiug when we had much converse as to the state of the 
troops In Haiara. They assured me as they have often previously 
done, that I might rely with perfect confidence on their men, thpt 
they had been too well treated since my arrival m January 1847 and 
were too well aware of the advantages they derived from their 
connection with us to run the risk of forfeiting all and Indeed 
losing their Raj by following the example of the Hazara force, who 
were evidently led astray by Sirdar Chuttur Singh, and the European 
control over them not haviog becu so uniformly strict as it has been 
here. I rephed that the game was m their own hands if this force 
held to its duty the odds were the Kbalsa Raj would be preserved, 
if not, it would be all up with them. 

I have sent 170 more Palhan foot to Lieutenant Nicholson and liave 
directed the Eusufzye Khans to furnish him with 100 matchlocks and 
60 Horae, sending in a like number to me 

1 have also called on the Barukzye Sirdars to hold in readiness 500 
Horse and os many foot, and on the Urbobs for 300 Horse and 1,000 
foot to be with me at an hours notice, so as to be prepared for all 
contingcnacs 

Colonel Ultur Siugh, Man, brought me a letter he had received 
from his relative Colonel Boop Singh, ' calling on liim to march with 
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his regiment to his assistance, as he was hemmed in by the Moolkias, 
(Mahomedan population) ” he plainl}* says that the movement of the 
Hazara troops is the work of Sirdar Chuttur Singh 

I thanked Uttur Singh in presence of all the officers, and ordered 
the bearer of the letter, a sepoy, to be confined. 

By my desire, though suggested by himself, Colonel Ruttiin Singh 
then wrote to his nephew, Sunt Singh, Commandant of Richpaul Singh’s 
Regiment, to withdraw at once with as many men as he could and 
join Captain Abbott or Lieutenant Nicholson as he best could 

Heard from Lieutenant Nicholson that he was satisfied with Goor- 
mukh Singh, Thanadar of Attock, and should leave him in that post, 
he having behaved right well in assisting him m the ejection of Boodh 
Singh’s company from the fort It was most fortunate Lieutenant 
Nicholson was so prompt and energetic in his movements , had he not 
been so, the fort would have been lost to us; his conduct is beyond 
praise. 

I have not a line from Captain Abbott, though I have written him 
twice by special messengers , he is safe I am sure , still his not writing 
is strange 

The Governor on the plea of indisposition and wishing to be near 
my Doctor, has taken up his abode next door to me He is heart and 
soul ours, and displays great tact and judgment I am most fortunate in 
having such a man at such a crisis 

I 2 ih August 184.8— The Governor and Deputy with all the Com- 
manding Officers were with me, both in the morning and evening I hold 
my kutcherry as usual, and carry on the duties of the h orce quite regularly 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan and Nizamoodowla Mahomed Oosman 
Khan weie with me for some time to-day, tendeiing service 

All the Urbobs have come forward to a man, and are most anxious 
to prove their zeal and devotion by remaining constantly with me; but 
this I have declined as it might alarm the troops, and give a liandlc to 
the designing and ill-disposed to point out that I did not trust them, 
which I am most anxious to avoid 

Lieutenant Nicholson leports having made all the ariangcmcnts 
for the safety of Attock , he has started for Hussan Abdall 
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I recove continued assurances from the Governor and Deputy that 
up to this date the feclinga of the troops are entirely with us, and that 
nothing will induce them to forfeit my good opinion I have conse- 
quently every reason to trust that this portion of the Khalsa troops will 
prove loyal and true 

A letter received from Colonel Boodh Singh, Man informs me 
that he was forced by his regiment to march from Husaan Abdall but 
had taken the first opportunity to leave them returning with 50 officers 
and non-commissioned 

A Mullik hitherto considered by the Sikhs as a most troublesome 
character has of his own accord just marched into my compound with 
300 followers 

Geo St P LAWRENCE, Major, 
Principal Asst to the Agent, GO N W F 


No 33,— PoUtdoal Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Prinoipal Asnlatant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier at Peshawnr from 
Sunday the 18th, to Saturday, the 19th Augnat 1848. 
i^lh August 1S48 — The Governor and Deputy, with Colonel 
Ruttuc Singh and other officers were with me, both in the morning and 
evening 

The special messenger I sent on the 8th to Captain Abbott on 
hearing of the murder of Canara has returned bringing a letter from 
that officer, dated the 12th from Nara In Gundghur, a copy of which I 
sent by to-day s post to the Resident 

The messenger was stopped m Hazara by the Sikh troops, but let 
pass on saying that he was going to join Sirdar Chuttur Singh 

At the suggestion of the Governor Sirdar Golab Singh and his son, 
Colonel Alla Singb I ha^e sent n letter to Chuttur Singh and one to 
Colonel Boodh Singh through Captain Nicholson telling the former 
that though free use was made of his name as being the Instigator 
of the Hazara emente I was most reluctant to credit it, and that 
I begged he would give me a statement of facts Immediately etc. 
To the latter I wrote applauding his having separated himself from 
bis mutinous corps, and recomraended his calling on all the well dl»- 
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posed of the force to join him, when those who were innocent would 
be treated with consideration, but that no terms could be held with the 
murderers of Canara Copies of these letters have been sent to the 
Resident and Captain Abbott 


i^ih August 18^8 — ^The troops held their weekly grand parade on 
the Alh Murdan ground and Rajah Suchet Singh’s 1 he Governor, with 
Lieutenant Bowie and myself, inspected the regiments on the former, 
while Lieutenant Heibeit and the Deputy did the same by the latter. 
If we can judge of what is passing in the men’s minds by their counten- 
ances, I would say that they have no intention of swerving from their 
loyalty 


As usual, aftei the parade the Governor brought all the Colonels, 
Commandants and Adjutants to pay their respects, and make their daily 
report 

The Governor tells me that the recent influx of so many of the 
people of the country (Moolkias) into my compound, with the contin- 
ued presence of the Uibobs, has caused some sensation among the 
troops, who say, it would seem that the Sahib is losing confidence m 
us , but that he quickly satisfied them by pointing to the fact of my 
remaining at the Agency, and not going into the Foit, or Gor Khuttry, 
and that I was merely completing the tanks of the new Pathan Regi- 
ment, officeied from among themselves, and enlisting 4 men 

to send to Lieutenant Nicholson, who requned troops to replace those 
who had left Hussan Abdall for Hazara I have been fuitunately 
most particulai thioughout the present ciisis in avoiding doing any- 
thing that could be construed into a want of confidence in the troops, 
and this every reflecting man amongst them must have seen 
tainly get intelligence of what goes on among them, but encourage 
no Idle tales, or rumors, as I hold they would do me an infinity o 
mischief in makmg me suspicious and distrustful of all around 

I have heaid twice from Lieutenant Nicholson to-day, of the I2lh 

and 15th instant, from Hussan Abdall He tells me o set era 'S 

having left Hnrripoor for this, with the view of getting m> orps 
the Hazara Force, and that, ftom what he learns, birdar Cbnltnr Si ig 
IS now acting more from alarm at the consequences which may accrue to 
him from his share in the murder of Canara than from anything else. 
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He likewise tells me that the Sikh Regiment from Karore, with two 
guns, was within two Aojs of Janec ke-Song on the 13th, and that he 
purposed endeavouring to stop them at the MarguIIa Pass. My reinforce 
ments had not joined him 

In the evening the Lahore dak arrived, express, about six or 
eight hours earlier than usual bnnging me a letter from Mr Cocks, 
announang his deputation to Hazara to enquire into the state of affairs 

The Akhbar has an account of what had occurred, which seems to 
me more correct tlian such acconnts usually are. It says that in conse- 
quence of the Puklec Brigade giving out that they intended marching 
towards MoolUn, Captain Abbott had called on the people of the coun- 
try to oppose the movement , this alarming the Sikhs they apphed to 
Sirdar Chuttur Singh, who collected all the troops he could to aid them 
thatCanara refused to march hla Battery till he got Captain Abbott's 
order on which the Sirdar sent a portion of Richpaul Singh s Corps to 
seize the guns Canara resiaUng was slam, and 1 ooo rupees reward 
was given by Chuttur Singh to the murderer Phis I gather to be the 
Sirdars own tale and on it I would condemn him, for surely it was his 
bounden duty on receiviog the representation of the Puklee Brigade, to 
have dther gone to Captain Abbott, or to have communicated with him 
as to the truth or otherwise of his raising the Mahoraedans and why 
murder one wretched European ? Surely he might have had him seized 
and confined. Besides, what authonty bad be to send for the troops 
from Hossan Abdall Rawal Pindec and even Pesbawur ? 

j§lh August 18^ — With Lieutenant Bowie I drove to Rajah Suchet 
Singh 8 cantonment. On passing close to the lines of Utlur blngh s Regi 
ment a Subadar and seven or ogUt sepoys were seated on their co/a, 
from which they neither rose nor saluted me. I ordered all forthwith Into 
confinement. It would not do at any time to pass over so gross a 
mark of want of diiapline, much less at the present period, when all 
my acts ore watched and weighed 

The Governor and all the Commandants of Corps including 
Sirdar Kahn Singh, Mujeetca paid their respects The latter reports 
that his Ghorcchurras are all right, the few doubtful characters among 
them he keeps hla ejes on 

I told the Governor that I had heard of the departure of several 
emissaries from Hurripoor for this, and that it behoved him to lay 
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hold on thcni ere they could do any mischief, prevention being better 
than cuie. 

Ihdve four of the Guide Coips; two of these I have sent with 
Lieutenant Nicholson, the oihci two are most useful to me in obtaining 
infoi mation fiom the lines. As thc^’ are instructing the Cavalry in 
Equitation and Dull, thc3’ can obtain it without being suspected; a few 
more of tins \aluablc Coips would be most desuable, but I presume they 
are well emplo^^ed at Mooltan with their Commandant, Lieutenant 
Lumsden 

Intelligence from Cabul to the Sth instant is that Siidar Shere 
Alic Khan, a younger son of the Ameer, had marched with two guns 
and one regiment on the 5th towards Guznee, to collect revenue 

Two more sons of tlie Ameer are desirous of marrying into the 
Armenian famil}' of Timour Khan 

The quaircls of last year among the Jawansheres, which led to 
much bloodshed, have recommenced, and several men have been killed 
and wounded in open day The Ameer would seem to be little disposed 
to restrain them He is said to have doubled the taxes on all merchan- 
dise imported from, and exported to, the Punjab — a short-sighted policy 
which must eventually materially injure his own revenue 

i6fh August 18^8 — The Governor and Deputy, with all the Officers, 
attended my kutcherry this morning , the former brought all the Sube- 
dars including the culprit of yesterday and the seven sepoys of Uttur 
Singh’s Regiment, when, after reading them an impressive lecture, he 
announced that, m consequence of the general good conduct of the 
Force, I had been pleased to pardon them 

Sndar Syed Mahomed Khan came in from Hushtnuggur and 
paid me a \isit yesterday, tendering all mannei of service , his brother 
Peer Mahomed Khan, being sick, sent his son with like tenders 

All the Eusufzye Khans have promptly responded to the call for 
troops, sending some to join Lieutenant Nicliolson and others to me, 
agreeably to the scale I laid down 

Lieutenant Heibert superintended, yesterday morning, the exercise 
parade of Mehtab Singh’s Regiment, and reports most favourably of 
their movements I deem it politic to carry on the military duties in 

68 
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every way as If noihiog was goiDg on in Hazara, and I can see that 
my 50 doing has a good effect 

A Mother or confidential servant of Sirdar Chuttur Singhs was 
brought to rae this evening with letters to myself, the Governor and 
Sirdar Kahn Sing repiortmg the nae of the people In Hazara and of 
the troops, requiring assistance, and requesting three regiments of 
Infantry and some Cavalry to be sent forthwith Conceiving that this 
was not the only object of his visit, 1 whispered the Governor on my 
leaving the room to tender to him the hand of fellowship and to 
ascertain if there was no message for his pnvate ear 

fhe old man seemed debghted at the hint and the following Is 
what be ellaied — 

" At Hazara the rumor was current that the Peahawur Force had 
risen upon and imprisoned the iiritiah OflBcers The Mother was 
thereon deputed to induce them to join their brethren and the Sirdar, 
the letters were given him as a blind in case of accidents. 

On the murder of Commandant Caoara, the Sirdar sent messengers, 
express to his sous Rajah Sbere Singh and Sirdar Golab Singh an 
nouncing the event recommeodiog the former to take steps for his 
own safety, and the latter to leave Lahore aa quickly as he could 

Letters were likewise sent to Rajah Golab Singh calling for his 
aid, and to FutlcU Khan Tiwanah, at Bunnoo but the messengers were 
precluded proceeding by the amval of Lieutenant Nicholson at Attock 
and the men of Chuch and Ghcbe thereupon returning to their duty 

Lieutenant Nicholson s presence had paralysed the Sirdar closing 
the road as it did of Sind Sagur both to his receiving supplies 
of money provisions and men lie was therefore desirous of coming 
to terms if he could, but feared that he bad too far committed himself 
to expect to be pardoned " 

I thanked the Governor for his information and requested him 
to favour the Mother with a small escort to sec him well across the 
Indus he was in a state of great alarm and was glad to be so cosily 
ofi" I gave him a receipt for the letter he brought bat answered It by 
post through Captain Nicholson 
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At 10 p.M received an express from Lieutenant Nicholson, dated 
9 PM, the 15th instant, reporting his departure for the Margulla Pass 
to try and stop the advance of Colonel Pertab Singh’s Regiment, which 
is said to be in full march from Karore to Hazara 


lyth August 18^8 — Lieutenant Bowie visited the Fort to examine 
the guns and serve out arms for my new regiment 

Lieutenant Herbert was to have seen Colonel Uttur Singh’s Regi- 
ment at exercises, but was precluded from indisposition. 

The Governor too, I regret to say, is ailing , still he will insist on 
being with me every morning with all the Officers I, however, only 
allow him to sit a short time while the Army reports are being made It 
would not do to have him laid up just now. 


By this morning's post I received letters from Mr. Cocks announc- 
ing the postponement of his departure; from Lieutenant Nicholson 
giving the gratifying intelligence of his having forced, it may be said 
at the point of the bayonet, Colonel Pertab Singh’s Regiment to return 
from Janee-ke-Sung to their post at Kaiore , from Captain Abbott giving 
a detail of matters in Hazara, and from Sirdar Chuttur Singh in reply 

to my despatch of the instant He, of course, lays all the blame of 

the ^meute on Captain Abbott ; copy of his letter, and my reply, will go 
shortly to the Resident. 

I have directed that all arrivals in the lines of sepoys, relatives or 
others, shall be every morning paraded for my inspection, so that I 
may ascertain emissaries, etc , from the disaffected 

Received a letter from Colonel Baboo Pandah and Colonel Nooroo- 
deen reporting their intention to return to Hussan Abdall alone, their 
men refusing to accompany them 


With Lieutenant Bwie I visited General Hahee 
Bukhsh's parade to inspect the gun-carriages of Futteh Khan’s and 
Secunder Khan’s troops We directed three to be renewed, and the 
rest to be repaired; we afterwards inspected the horses at their 
pickets, and found all in good order 

To shew how ahve the troops are to every movement of ours, 
I may mention that General Elahee Bukhsh whispered ,n my ear that 
on Futteh Khan’s guns being brought down, the men said to each other, 
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" the Sahib iDlenda them for his own compound ” After the Inspection 
I ordered them back to their lines forthwith 

The Governor and Deputy with Commanding Officers waited on 
me with the report* of the Army The Governor looking ill, I insisted 
on his withdrawing transacted business in revenue matters with his 
son the Deputy 

Received a long letter in reply to mine from Sirdar Chuitur Singh, 
giving an account of proceedings In Hazara and asking me to send a 
Mother to judge for myself of his conduct. In replv I referred him to 
Captains Abbott or Nicholson, recommending his repainng to the latter 
without delay 

Heard from Captain Abbott of 1 6th and Lieutenant Nicholson of 
i^lh instant, but nothing of consequence. 

August 184 & — ludisposiiion prevented the Governor from 
calling , for some days he has been aihog I have advised bis returning 
to the Gor Khuttry, where he is more comfortable than here, aud he has 
done 80 

Colonel Ruttun Singh brought the reports of the force and all 
the Commandants of Corps to wait 00 me. 

Lieutenant Bowie rode down the lines and saw Ruttun Singh’s 
Regiment at excrase 

I have no letters to^y from Captain Abbott or Nicholson probab- 
ly owing to the arrival of Sirdar Jhunda Singh at Hussan Abdall, which 
the news- writer reports I much regret that Mr CocLs did not accompany 
him as first intended as his presence would have had some effect with 
Chuttur Singh and the troops as coming fresh from the Capital 

Received by Cosstd a long letter from Sirdar Chuttur Singh con 
talnlng 8 or 10 charge# against Captain Abbott. I very much doubt 
his having any intention of going to Lieutenant Nicholson unless he 
receives an unconditional promise of pardon for the past which I 
confess I do not sec how be can expect In reply I told him his letter 
should be forwarded to the Resident who would of course Judge 
him justly but that his vrisest course would be to direct the immediate 
return of the Hussan Abdall Troops and himself proceed and join 
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Lieutenant Nicholson I fcai that he is aware of being too much com- 
mitted, to admit of Ins following this counsel 

I have no icccnt inlclhgcncc fiom the west beyond what is bi ought 
by Coss:ds of the meichants in the cil)', who lepiesent the Ameei as 
having icccivcd scxcial messengers from Mooli aj, but that he had not 
deigned to send an}' lephos by them. 

An Elchcc, ^\lth 200 hoi semen, is said to have arrived at Cabul 
from Yar Mahomed of Heiat, in a maiiiage affair 

All continues with us most tranquil, and I have every reason to 
hope will continue to do so 

Geo St P. LAWRPNCE, Major, 
P)iuctpal to tJic Agent, G -G , N -W F. 


No 34 —Political Diary of Major George St P. Lawrence, 

Principal Assistant to tlie Agent to tlie Governor- 

General, North-West Frontier, at Peshawur, from 
Sunday, the 20th, to Saturday, the 26th August 1848. 

20lh August 1S4S —Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the leports 
of the troops ; gave orders for a grand parade of all to-morrow, Regular 
and Irregular 

I am happy to say the Goveinoi is reported better, though still 
ailing 

Received a report from Afzul Khan of Hotee, whom I had deputed 
to collect the revenue of Loondkhore, that the Mulhks had paid 
600 rupees, but as soon as they heaid of the emeute in Hazara, and 
that Sirdar Chuttui Singh was at the bottom of it, they shut up and told 
him they would pay no more, the Sahib might come and take it himself 

I wrote in reply that if the whole was not paid m quickly, I would 
not only take it but arrears for four years, so they had better look 
out 

2ist August — Indisposition prevented my attending the grand 
parade this morning, as it likewise did the Governor 

Lieutenants Bowie and Herbert attended, and report that all looked 
well and contented , the line consisted of five troops of r 1 ery, wo 
Regiments of Dragoons, six Regiments of Infantry, about 500 ore- 

churras and 1,000 Ramgole Infantry 
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The Officers with Genersl Elahee Bukhsh and the Deputy Governor, 
Colonel Alla Singh paid their respects as usual after the parade 

A Cossid from Sirdar Chuttur Smgh brought to Sirdar Sultan 
Mahomed three letters one for mc^ one for the Sirdar and one for 
Sirdar Kahn Singh, the two last instructing the Sirdars to get me to 
send five Regiments of Infantry, with guns and Cavalry to his assist- 
ance, as he and the Harara Force were surrounded by the people of the 
country raised by Captain Abbott, who found himself now unable to put 
them down The letter to my address was much to the same eflect. 
Sirdar Sultan Mahomed sent the bearer and letters to me, and 1 
gave the man a receipt for them saying they required no reply Copies 
with translation will be sent to the Resident 

Lieutenant Nicholson reports the arrival of Sirdar Jhunda Singh 
and of hla having proceeded with him to visit Captain Abbott and has 
great doubts of their being able to come to an amicable adjustment with 
Sirdar Chuttur Singh 

Transacted revenue business with the Depnty Governor 

22nd Auguii 184.8 —Colonel Ruttun Singh attended with the reports 
of the Force, and several Colonels to pay their respects 

I deputed Lieutenant Bowie to visit the Governor, whom he reports 
to be labouring under severe indisposition, and foohshly not attending 
to hlr Thompsons prescriptions 

At 2 PM \ was s\ail\c6 by the lecdpt o! a note from Captain 
Nicholson mentioning that Sirdar Chuttur Singh having given out that 
he intended raising the siege of the Gundea Biigade and thus put 
Captain Abbott on the wrong scent, had started with the Hunipoor 
Troops for Hussan Abdall, on bearing which Lieutenant Nicholson 
with his Moolklos had proceeded to meet and oppose him. He require* 
me to send him reinforcements 

By 7 p M, I had sUrled 60 Horse and 165 Foot Peshawrees and 
Eusufzyes and hope by to-morrow to get olT 200 more of the latter 

On mentioning this to Colonel Alla Singh in the evening, he at once 
sent for the Governor, who took up his abode next door and whom I 
visited at night. 
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It is Ins decided opinion that the soonei a British Brigade starts 
for Ilu/aia the bctici and that its march would, instead of operating 
unfa\orabl3 on the iioops hcic, tend to strengthen them in their loyalty 
besides presenting many who may now be wavering in other quarters 
from loining the icbcl standaid 

iS/S . — I am happy to say the Governor already seems 
bcltci. I have pcisuadcd him to occupy a loom in my house during the 
heal of the day as being moie comfoi table than his own I make much 
of him in every way that the officers and men may see that we are one, 
and I obsenc that it has a good cnTcct 

I w rote Sirdar Sultan Mahomed last evening to send Lieutenant 
Nicholson 50 horse and too foot with all piacticable expedition He 
waited on me w ilh his son, Noor Mahomed, and Yahoor Kiian this morn- 
ing to icporl tlial the detachment would be oft* to-mori ow, and to tender 
any further service I might requnc 

I enlisted and despatched 100 men (foot) to Lieutenant Nicholson 
during the day 

On looking over my last week’s Diary I find I omitted to note my 
having laid detachments of Dragoons at intervals of five Aoss hence 
to Khaiiabad to piotcct the daks and evpeditc the receipt and despatch 
of letieis between Lieutenant Nicholson and self 

1 have suggested to that officer the expediency of forming all the 
leave-of-absence men returning to Huzara, Hussun Abdall and Pesha- 
wur, into a tempoi ary battalion undei the command of Colonel Boodh 
Singh, keeping them employed uudei his own eye they might be very 
serviceable 

Received a remonstralive letter from Ursalla Khan of 2 edah at not 
being employed at this “ time of danger, ” to which I replied that he 
should not be forgotten when danger was near, but that at present I 
apprehended none 

At midnight on the 22nd seven rounds per battery were fired in 
honor of the birth of Kunniahjee The Governor said it was customary 
to fire seven rounds per gun, which would have given 256 rounds, but 
this I thought rather too much, and so only 5 ^ were hred 

August The Governor had himself cairied to my Durbar 

where, seated on my right, we received all the officers and Urbobs 
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congratulaliODS and nuxzurs on the birth of my son Many and highly 
complimentary were the speeches made on the occasion , all agreed that 
had the birth been delayed two hours his destiny would have been a 
throne from Its occurring on the auspicious Janam Aflhtraee, as It was 
he could not fail to attain nigh distinction 

Heard from Lieutenant Taylor from Dera Ismail Khan of the 
i5th instant All well with him but most ansioils for intelligence from 
Huzara of which he seems to have heard little Each Assistant at head 
quarters tales it for granted tnat florae brolner Assistant has given all 
the news to the outposts so that beiiveen so many stools little or none 
comes 

Rain 18 falling on all the hills around us but as yet this valley has 
had none, which is very bad for the crops , it has however, much cooled 
the atmosphere. 

Received a letter from the Thannadar of AUock reporting all nght 
and that he had passed on my reinforcements of horse and foot under 
the command of Sirdar Abbas Lhan to Lieutenant Nicholaon 

2^/h Au£usi 184.B —The Governor and Deputy with all the Colonels 
attended my morniQg Durbar and were much amused at the account 
I gave them of Moolraj s attempt to carry off the Bnosh guns 

Sirdax Kahn Singh Mujectea, with all the Ghorechurra officers, 
waited on me with nutzurs among them I only observed one discoo 
tented face, and it might be fancy arising from my having heard that he 
was rather disaffected 1 

I tool the opportunity to read to the assembly a letter from the 
Resident to the Governor highly complimentary on the good feeling and 
condition of the troops which seemed to give much satisfaction 

With Lieutenant Bowie I drove to Raja Suchet Singhs canton 
ment id the evening and found all nghl and quiet. Colonel Uuur Singh 
Han 8 Regiment Uie Khas Dragoons are there quartered 

At the request of Colonel* Bhaug Singh and Uitur Singh, Man J 
sent a letter from them to their rehiiRe Colonel Bhoop Singh, to be for 
warded by Lieutenant Nicliolson strongly advising him to leave his rcgi 
ment if he could not ge^ the men to follow him and to join either Captain 
Abbott or Niclioison These ColoocU arc all closely related to Sirdar 
Kabo Singh Mon 
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26111 Aitgnsf jS^S —The Governoi was earned to my Durbar, when 
be, his son the Deputy, and all the Colonels and Commandants presented 
nuzzurs of gold bangles and money to the amount of t,6oo rupees in 
honoi of the bnth of my son I was disposed to decline them, but on 
the Govcinor's insisting that etiquette and custom required me to accept, 
I jMcldcd 

Sirdar Sultan Mahomed Khan and Nizamoodowla Mahomed Oosman 
Khan visited me tins morning I had many anxious enquiries for news 
from Hu7aia,the feeling universall}' displayed towards me is most 
gratifying and highly indicative of the lesult ot my administration 

Intelligence fi oni Cabul extends to the i5tli instant, but is of no 
impoitance The Ameer conunues to levy most unjust and aibitrary 
taxes on all merchandise ai living fiom, and proceeding to, the Punjaub , 
his policy seems to be to get all he can without leference to the future 

Received at 10 p m a letter fiom Lieutenant Nicholson dated 25th 
instant, 8 pm, Camp Pooia, lepoiiing the ai rival of 80 of my reinforce- 
ments undci Sirdar Abbas Khan , he considers that 200 foot in addition 
to those already sent will suffice He adds that Autar Singh, Chuttur 
Singh's son, was with him in the morning, but that matters were far from 
settled, and in the present temper of the troops it is impossible to say 
what will happen His terms as contained in his letter of the 20th are 
still open to Cliuttur Singh 

Colonel Pertab Singh’s Corps has again advanced to within three 
miles of Janee-ke Sung, and Lieutenant Nicholson had ordeied his levies 
there to oppose its fui ther progress ; he himself cannot leave his present 
post 

He concludes by saying tlie arrival of news of the march of a 
Biigade fiom Lahore would, he conceives, enable him to settle the matter 
easily as it is, between the “ Biuchas" the job is no easy one 

I have alieady expressed my opinion that the sooner a Brigade 
marches the beiiei , even their crossing the river I feel assured would 
have an instantaneous effect, though they should be prepared to move 

foiward. 


Geo St P. LAWRENCE, Major, 
Pnttcipal Asst to the Agent, G -G , JSJ -W F 
69 
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No 36 — Political Diary of Major George St. P Lawrence, 
Principal Assistant to the Agent to the Governor 
General, North West Frontier, at Peahawnr from 
Sunday, the Srd, to Saturday the &th September 1848. 
jrd September i 8 if 8 — Ordered the Troops Regular Ramgole and 
Ghorcchurras to parade to-morrow id Review order, as much to teat 
their feeling as jLn3^hing else 

Directed ibc relief of the Dragoons on post escort duly between 
thiB and Attock 

The Governor and Deputy with several Colonels, were with me In 
the morning and evening At the latter visit the Durbar’s purwannah 
was read, compUmenting the ofliceis and men on their good conduct 
and the rewards that would be the resulL I requested that the same 
should be made known to the men 

/fjh September — It rained heavily last night, so I countermanded 
the parade for this morning 

The Governor and Deputy with ail the officer® were with me 
this morning I have confined a Subedar and six men returned from 
leave of several Corps who acLoowledged to have passed 12 or 14 days 
In Chuttur Singh's camp They have evidently come primed to do mis 
chief 

Received a letter from Mr Ingram of the ist from Nara 
contents made known to the Resident id my demi official of this date 
Sirdar Peer Mahomed Khan paid me a long visit this morning 
His alarm Is almost as great as that of his brothers , he evidently thinks 
me Insane for remaining in this position, so near to the cantonment 

I told him to leave one of his sons Jhat he might witness the 
bearing of the officers and troops m making their daily reports This 
be did and I think was comforted. 

At the suggestion of the Governor and Sirdar Kahn Singh, I have 
pent for Goormukh Singh Thannndar they deeming that it was better 
he was out of Attock for the present than remain there rankling under 
the supposed affront of the Nizamoodowla being joined with him In 
the Thannadarship 

Received a long and interesting letter from Lieutenant Herbert, 
TV ho I doubt not will get on well fn his Important charge- 
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Rode with Ljculcnnnt Bowie and Colonel Alla Singh in the 
evening thiough the city, where all looked as usual 

The I cpoits continue of Sndat Chuitur Singh’s intended move on 
Hurara. 

5/// Sipft'mhci iSfS — Though the events of last night have already 
been rcpoilcd to the Resident in 1113' official of this date, still I may here 
give them a brief rccoid 

At 8 r.M Colonel Alla Singh came to me in a state of breathless 
alarm, and said that he had it from good authority that the Residency 
was to he attacked by two or more Sikh Regiments during the night; 
that his troop of Aitillci}' wcie first to be mustered, etc Close upon him 
followed the Govcrnoi, more cool and collected General ElaheeBuksh 
of the Artillcr}', Colonels Mcci Jung AIi and Ameer Khan, on whose corps 
the Govcrnoi said we might rely, weic sent foi, as likewise Colonels 
Mcbtnb and Ruttun Singh, who command the two Sikh Regiments in 
the Alh Muidan cantonment 

The two fust named Colonels were directed to get their corps 
under arms, and to detach a wing fiom each to take possession of the 
guns, which arc on cither flank of the cantonment , this they did quietly 
and prompt!}' 

The two Sikh Colonels declared that their men could not be m the 
plot as all were asleep, which proved to be the case the Aitillerymen 
were likewise found asleep, so that w'C had the agreeable assurance that 
the plot was not as yet general 

It was said to have originated in Colonel Uttur Singh’s Sika 
Regiment, located a mile on the east of the city Messengers returned 
from thence, andieported that that corps and the Khas Dragoons were 
getting under arms, and that an attempt had been made to possess 
themselves of Futteh Khan’s and Tara Singh’s guns (8) m that locality. 
Orders were sent to Colonel Ram Sahaie Singh to send a wing of his 
regiment (Hindustanies) to piotec*- them, which was done without 
opposition, and Afghan vedettes were placed from the city to the canton- 
ment to give notice of any move in this direction 

Our precautions evidently alarmed the ill-disposed, for the night 
wore on, and all remained quiet 



